
Department of English 

Bachelor Degree Project 

English Linguistics 

  

Autumn 2016 

  

Supervisor: Mikko Höglund 

Body Remains a 

Difference 
Representation of Gender in Four Newspapers’ 

Reporting on the 2016 Olympic Games 

Joel Olsson



 

 

Body Remains a Difference 
Representation of Gender in Four Newspapers’ Reporting on the 

2016 Olympic Games 

 

Joel Olsson 

 

Abstract 

This thesis investigates how male and female athletes competing in the 2016 Olympic 

Games in Rio de Janeiro were portrayed in two British and two American newspapers 

(The Daily Telegraph, The Independent, Los Angeles Times and The Washington Post). 

It also examines how the total amount of coverage was distributed between athletes of 

each gender. Previous studies have shown that female athletes are not given as much 

space as male athletes (Jones, 2004, Caple, Greenwood, & Lumby, 2011, Godoy-

Pressland 2014) and that when they are reported on, not portrayed in the same way as 

male athletes (Eagleman, 2015). This can have negative effects for athletes and their 

sport (Knight & Giuliano, 2011). For this essay, a corpus was created out of articles 

from the four newspapers, which were subsequently analysed quantitatively and 

qualitatively. The findings showed a greater equality in the amount of coverage 

provided by newspapers than had been shown by previous studies, but with such a small 

sample, results could not be generalised widely. For the qualitative analysis, articles 

from two specific events were analysed and determined to not contain any major 

differences between males and females, with only one exception, which was Los 

Angeles Times’ article on the women’s artistic gymnastics team all-around event. 
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1. Introduction 

When the opening ceremony of the Olympic Games began on 5 August 2016, the 

world’s attention turned to Rio de Janeiro. A select few are able to attend the Games, 

and some watch them on the TV at home, but with so many athletes and events, many 

have to rely on news outlets for information and results. One source claimed there were 

around 21,000 journalists present reporting from the 2012 London Olympics, and ahead 

of the Rio 2016 Games, it was stated that around 30,000 journalists and media staff 

would be attending, and those number reflect the importance of this event, and possibly 

also the influence it carries (Olympic Games Media, [Website], n.d., Moli, T. 2015). 

There were more journalists than competitors: The total number of athletes in Rio was 

11,303 (Olympic Athletes at Rio 2016, n.d.). 

During the 2016 Summer Olympics, a number of unfortunate and striking headlines 

were highlighted as prime examples of sexist attitudes, conscious or not, the perhaps 

most prominent coming from Chicago Tribune: “Wife of a Bears’ lineman wins a 

bronze medal” (Chicago Tribune, 2016). While a few examples are a poor statistical 

basis, these headlines nonetheless raise a pertinent question: How gender equal is the 

reporting from sporting events? 

With reporters pressured to relay information from many events at a high tempo, 

perhaps it is not surprising that remarks such as the aforementioned headline slip 

through, but if biases are exposed,  then that only makes the subject all the more 

important to examine. As an aside, when going through the data for this study, a great 

number of typos, missing words and other mistakes was observed, which might be proof 

of the hurried pace at which journalists (and editors) were working. 

Previous studies on gender and sports reporting have focused on female athletes in 

different sports in various media forms – TV (Caple et al.,  2011), images (Godoy-

Pressland & Griggs, 2014) and print media (Serra & Burnett, 2007, Godoy-Pressland,  

2014), but only some have studied the Olympic games, and then mainly the 2012 

London Olympics (Eagleman, 2015). Because it is the only truly global sporting event 

where both men and women compete in the same events at the same time (although not 

against the opposite sex), the Olympics seem an ideal place to examine gender equality 

in sports reporting.  

In the present study, there are several goals. The main objective of the study is to 

investigate the equality of coverage in the reporting on the 2016 Summer Olympics by 

four different newspapers. Previous studies have not looked at such recent events, and 

this study aims to explore whether the characteristics highlighted by previous studies, 

such as amount of coverage given to male and female athletes, and the manner of 

reporting on athletes of each gender, have developed in one or the other direction during 

the latest Olympic Games. Additionally, the study will determine whether any of the 

tendencies mentioned above are common to British or American newspapers, or if no 

such conclusions may be drawn. This will be accomplished through a quantitative and 

qualitative analysis of data collected from four different newspapers.  
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2. Literature Review 

There have been many studies that have focused on quality and quantity of coverage of 

male versus female athletes in the media, examining everything from amount of 

coverage in newspaper (Godoy-Pressland, 2014) and in television (Caple et. al, 2011), 

to imagery in print (Godoy-Pressland & Griggs, 2014) and online (Petca et al., 2013), 

and have found that women in sports are not treated in the same way sportsmen are. 

Various recent studies have found that female athletes are not covered as widely as their 

male counterparts (Godoy-Pressland, 2014), one study even concluding that on 

Australian TV, horseracing alone was given almost as much broadcasting time as 

female athletes (Caple et al., 2011). One consequence of this is that female athletes, and 

the organisations behind women’s sport, in this case female football players in Australia 

and the W-League, receive less sponsorship revenue, and that their sponsorship growth 

is hindered. This, in turn, forms a vicious cycle as lucrative sponsorship deals are 

dependent on a great deal of coverage, which could be achieved via a more professional 

structure, something which requires more money (Caple et al., 2011). Coverage on the 

ABC News website during the 2000 Olympic Games failed to give female athletes the 

attention their successes merited according to Jones (2004). Between January 2008 and 

December 2009, female athletes were only featured in 3.6% of all articles on sports 

published in five major British newspapers (Godoy-Pressland, 2014), a remarkable 

discrepancy.  

There seems to be a general belief that some sports are more or less suited to male and 

female athletes, that is, that they are seen as more or less masculine or feminine 

(Matteo, 1986). The term sex-appropriateness of sports appear in a doctoral dissertation, 

but is an unfortunate one, as it implies that certain sports are correctly viewed as 

suitable for male or female athletes. This is not what the dissertation claims, rather, it 

represents the views of participants of a study at Cornell University who were asked to 

rate various sports as feminine or masculine. The results showed that males were more 

committed to what was viewed as “masculine” sports, for example ice hockey, soccer, 

or rugby, whereas females were more committed to “feminine sports” such as, 

gymnastics, or field hockey (Matteo, 1986). There are indications that female athletes 

competing in “feminine” or neutral sports (such as swimming or tennis) receive more 

coverage than other female athletes who compete in “masculine” sports (Godoy-

Pressland, 2014). 

Amount of coverage is not the only way in which female athletes are unfairly treated; 

there is also quality to consider. The manner by which athletes are portrayed seems to 

have developed towards becoming more equal. Caple et al. stated that portrayal in 

Australian news reporting on female footballers “would appear to challenge key aspects 

of both male and female gender stereotypes” (2011, p. 140). But during the 2012 

Olympic Games, British newspapers’ reporting on a so-called ‘female-appropriate’ 

sport (gymnastics) presented both male and female gymnasts in an ambivalent manner,  

but “[f]emales remain infantilized, stereotyped, and more attention is given to their 

physical appearance than to their actual athletic performance” (Eagleman, 2015, p. 245). 



 

 3 

The minimum age-restriction was raised for competitors in gymnastics for the 1996 

Olympic Games, and the manner in which female gymnasts were referred to in 

American newspapers over the subsequent Games changed from focusing on their 

young age and bodies, to focusing more on their athletic performances (Eagleman et al., 

2014). But it would still seem, then, that there is some way to go until reporting on male 

and female athletes can truly be said to be equal. 

Stereotypical portrayals of athletes can have negative impacts for both the athletes in 

question and the newspapers, as well as the sporting community as a whole. There are 

indications that when articles focus more on the bodies and the attractiveness of an 

athlete, readers view the athlete as less talented, and like such articles less than articles 

that focus on athletic ability (Knight & Giuliano, 2001). If there is less coverage of 

female athletes, and it focuses more on physical appearances than that of male athletes, 

that could convey “the inaccurate idea that women’s sport is inferior and not as 

noteworthy as men’s sport” (Knight & Giuliano, p. 218). And if that is the case, it is 

possible that that could reinforce other ideas, such as certain sports being more suitable 

to men rather than women, or prevent an increase in status or sponsorship income for 

women’s sport which could, in turn, impede female athletes and competitions from 

turning professional. And that would, arguably make all sports less exciting. 
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3. Method & Material 

In order to conduct this study, data was needed. As there was no corpus focusing 

specifically on male and female athletes with recent data, the decision was taken to 

construct a mini-corpus out of articles drawn from a number of newspapers. This 

process, the data collected through it, and the methodology of the subsequent analysis, 

are explained more thoroughly in sections 3.1 and 3.2. 

 

3.1. Material 

For the study, four newspapers were chosen as the main subject of analysis. These were 

The Daily Telegraph, The Independent, Los Angeles Times and The Washington Post. 

Two are newspapers based in the United Kingdom (The Daily Telegraph and The 

Independent), and the other two are published in the United States (Los Angeles Times 

and The Washington Post). 

The newspapers’ articles were collected via Pressdisplay1, an online service allowing 

for members of the Stockholm Public Library to browse several thousand newspapers 

and magazines from around the world up to 90 days after their publication. The 

newspapers were chosen for this study as they were among the most popular listed for 

each country, the United Kingdom and the United States. The newspapers and their 

articles, as they appear in Pressreader, are the ones that appear in print, and may not 

contain everything hosted on their respective sites. However, because they cannot, for 

technical reasons, contain video or audio, the articles stand on their own, and are not 

reliant on any additional material. Furthermore, as they are identical to the print edition, 

they constitute what the readers of each of the newspapers receive with the physical 

copy. 

In order to be able to effectively carry out the study, a restriction was necessary in terms 

of article collection; only articles published in the week between 8 August and 14 

August 2016 were selected for analysis. This was the first entire week of the Olympics 

that stretched from Monday to Sunday. Additionally, the selected articles were limited 

to those directly related to finished medal events, partially because these are given the 

greatest coverage, partially because there is a thin line between success and failure for 

athletes, which is an interesting aspect to examine. The Daily Telegraph and The 

Washington Post are not published on Sundays, but as a substitute, articles from Sunday 

14 August were in those cases drawn from The Sunday Telegraph and The Washington 

Post Sunday, which were listed as separate newspapers on Pressdisplay, but still 

featured the same writers and reporters. 

Medal counts won per country and gender were also produced. These can be found in 

Table 3. in Appendix A. 

 

                                                      

1 http://library.pressdisplay.com.ezproxy.ssb.stockholm.se/pressdisplay/viewer.aspx 



 

 5 

 

 

Table 1. Number of articles per category for each newspaper and in total. 

Newspaper Male Female Both Total 

The Daily Telegraph + The Sunday Telegraph 20 15 7 42 

The Independent 15 10 8 33 

Los Angeles Times 3 11 9 23 

The Washington Post + The Washington Post 

Sunday 

17 22 14 53 

Total 55 58 38 151 

 

The total number of articles collected from the newspapers were 151, with the following 

distribution (see Table 1.): The Daily Telegraph and The Sunday Telegraph, 42 articles; 

The Independent, 33 articles; Los Angeles Times, 23 articles; The Washington Post and 

The Washington Post Sunday, 53 articles. This means that out of the total 151 articles, 

75 were of UK origin, and the remaining 76 of U.S. origin, which constitutes a fairly 

equal distribution. 

 

Table 2. Total number of word tokens for each newspaper and in total. 

Newspaper Word Tokens 

The Daily Telegraph + The Sunday Telegraph 27,576 

The Independent 19,835 

Los Angeles Times 16,300 

The Washington Post 29,721 

Total 93,332 

 

As for the number of word tokens, The Daily Telegraph and The Sunday Telegraph’s 

articles consisted of 27,576 words; The Independent’s articles of 19,835 words, Los 

Angeles Times’ of 16,300 words, and The Washington Post and The Washington Post 

Sunday’s of 29,721 words. This ensures that the balance between the UK and the U.S. 

was fairly equal: 47 411 and 46 021 words, respectively (see Table 2.). 

 

3.2. Method 

With a body of articles, the analysis could be performed. For the quantitative analysis, 

the freeware software Antconc was used to analyse the texts and to extract word token 

statistics data, and this is detailed in section 4.1 and its sub-sections. Once the article 

collection had been established, the articles were divided into three categories: Male, 

Female and Both. The Male category includes articles that mention only male athletes, 

and the Female category likewise includes articles that mention only female athletes, 

while the Both category included articles that mention both male and female athletes. 

This approach is similar to the one employed by Godoy-Pressland in the study on 

coverage of sportswomen in British Sunday newspapers, where 
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Articles were assigned to three possible categories: articles on sportsmen, articles on 

sportswomen and mixed or gender neutral. The ‘mixed or gender neutral’ category referred to 

instances where the content of news items concerned a combination of sportswomen and men, 

or, alternatively, a topic which could not be assigned to either gender. (2014, p. 601) 

Word token counts for each category were calculated by inputting the raw text data into 

Antconc, and using the software’s word counter. This, together with the number of 

articles, allowed for a word token per article for each category (Male, Female, Both) 

and newspaper to be created. 

Subsequently, the articles in the Both category were examined yet again, and sub-

divided into parts, dealing with male athletes, female athletes, or both at once or neither 

(for example, talking generally about a country’s total number of medals with no 

relation to any athletes). Word token counts were again established for these categories, 

giving a more complete number of word tokens for each gender. With regards to this, it 

is also important to note that this study uses descriptive statistics, rather than inferential 

statistics, as it was not possible to ascertain the statistical significance of the collected 

data. 

When looking at the quality of coverage, headlines and articles related to the chosen 

events (men’s and women’s artistic gymnastics team all-around final) were examined 

by looking at specific features, such as modifiers and terminology specifically related to 

gymnastics. Any such examples were compiled into a separate document, in order to 

more clearly show how many examples there were, and of which type. 

 

3.3. Abandoned Area of Study 

One of the aspects that was initially going to be examined was the gender of the authors, 

how many of them were male and female, and if and how the gender of the authors 

influenced the quality of reporting. However, the vast majority of texts featured male 

authors, and many of the texts in the U.S. newspapers were only attributed to 

“Associated Press” or “Sports Staff”, making it impossible to determine the gender of 

the author. Even so, it is interesting to point out that only three female journalists were 

credited as authors: Lisa Dillman, who wrote five articles in Los Angeles Times; Helene 

Elliot, who wrote three articles in Los Angeles Times; and Liz Clarke, who wrote four 

articles in The Washington Post. Another thing which was notable was that these 

women all wrote about female athletes, and only wrote about men in what Sherri Matteo 

termed “feminine” or “neutral” sports (such as gymnastics and running). The only 

exception was Helene Elliot, who mentioned the men’s long jump (a “masculine” sport) 

in one sentence. 
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4. Results and Analysis 

In this section, the results from the research performed on the data will be presented and 

analysed. More information on the data is available in the appendices. 

 

4.1 Amount of Coverage 

One of the aims of the present study was to ascertain the amount of coverage given to 

each gender. Previous studies have shown that coverage often favours male athletes. 

With that in mind, this study produced some interesting results. 

 

4.1.1. Number of Articles 

A grand total of 151 articles were collected for this study. Of these, the largest category 

was Female, that is, articles that only dealt with female athletes. They constituted 38% 

of the entire collection, with a total of 58 articles. Articles only concerning male athletes 

were close behind, with 36%, or 55 articles. It is surprising that the total number of 

articles dealing with solely female athletes was greater than that of those dealing with 

male athletes. The third category, the designated Both, contained 38 articles, meaning it 

made up 25% of the collection.2  

Fig. 1. The number of articles in each category for each of the four examined newspapers. 

Of the individual newspapers, the most notable result (as shown in Table 1.) came from 

Los Angeles Times, where only 13% of articles detailed solely male athletes. While 

there was a great portion of articles that included both male and female athletes – 39% - 

the female athletes-only articles was the largest category, making up 48% of all their 

articles. One reason for this disparity may be that Los Angeles Times featured the lowest 

                                                      
2 These percentages, when added together, only reach 99%, and not 100%. This is because they were rounded 

down by Excel. In reality, the percentages were 38.4%, 36.4% and 25.2%, which do add up to 100%. 
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number of articles of all the newspapers, with a total of 23. Yet the other U.S.-based 

newspaper, The Washington Post, had a much more equal distribution, and while female 

athletes-only articles still were the biggest category with 42%, roughly one third of the 

articles from this newspaper exclusively featured male athletes (32%). About a fourth, 

or 26%, were articles with both male and female athletes being reported on. So, for 

example, a lack of competing male U.S. athletes does not seem to be an adequate reason 

for this imbalance, since the other American newspaper, The Washington Post, 

managed to be much more balanced in terms of featuring both genders. And while it is 

true that female American athletes won more medals than male American athletes (28 

versus 26 medals, respectively), the difference is too small to account for this alone. 

The British newspapers instead featured more articles on male athletes (35 articles, 

47%) than female athletes (25 articles, 33%), which would be more consistent with 

previous studies’ findings of male athletes being given more coverage. A possible 

explanation for this would be that male UK athletes won more medals (and more gold 

medals) than female UK athletes during this period – the men won 19 and the women 

won 11, which would warrant a greater number of articles to report these wins. 

4.1.2 Number of Word Tokens 

But the total number of articles, while important, could be misleading. If, for example, 

there are a large number of short news items covering female athletes, while male 

athletes are given fewer but longer and more prominent articles, this data might not give 

the whole picture. Therefore, counting the number of word tokens is a logical next step 

to determine whether the articles give a similar amount of coverage to male and female 

athletes. By examining the number of words spent reporting on male and female 

athletes, another aspect is investigated, whereby we can see just how coverage is 

distributed across the genders. Details on how word token counts were established were 

presented in section 3.2.  

 

Fig 2. Distribution of word tokens between the three categories Male, Female and Both/Neither 

among all four newspapers. 
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Fig. 3. Distribution of word tokens between the three categories Male, Female and Both/Neither in 

U.S. newspapers. 

 

 

Fig. 4. Distribution of word tokens between the three categories Male, Female and Both/Neither in 

UK newspapers. 

The total word number of word tokens for all of the articles from all of the four 

newspapers was 93,332. After the articles of the Both category had been divided into 

Male-paragraphs and Female-paragraphs, a majority of the total number of word tokens, 

48,404 words, or 52%, was dedicated to female athletes. The word token count for male 

athletes was 42,370, or 45% (Fig. 2). The remaining 3% were paragraphs from the 

articles featuring both male and female athletes, but which did not focus specifically on 

the athletes (for example, commenting on a country’s total medal haul), or included 

athletes of both genders in the same sentence (for example, reporting on equestrian 
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events, in which men and women compete together), which made impossible following 

the binary division. 

Fig. 5. Number of word tokens between the three categories Male, Female and Both/Neither in each 

of the newspapers.  

It is surprising that, even when looking at number of word tokens, female athletes were 

given a greater deal of attention than male athletes. This was, however, not common to 

all the newspapers. Above, Los Angeles Times was singled out because of their 

unexpected lack of focus on male athletes. As already pointed out, their number of 

articles distribution was: Male articles 13%, Female articles 48% and Both 39%. Of the 

articles in which both genders appeared, the split was very even: 51% of them covered 

male athletes, 47% female athletes, and 2% covered both or none. This means that their 

total number of word tokens was distributed in the following way: Male athletes 34%, 

female athletes 65%, Both/Neither 1%. It’s apparent that their coverage still mainly 

favoured female athletes. 

The other U.S. newspaper, The Washington Post, as stated above, had a more balanced 

distribution of number of articles dedicated to one or the other gender (Fig. 5). In their 

articles referencing athletes of both genders (which made up 26% of the total number of 

articles), the number of word tokens for athletes of each gender was slightly more 

uneven than for Los Angeles Times, with male athletes getting 54% and female athletes 

41% of coverage respectively. In the end, however, the total number of word tokens was 

quite similar to that of the Los Angeles Times, with female athletes getting a majority of 

the coverage with 61%, male athletes getting 37%, and the Both/Neither category 

making up the final 2% of coverage. 

The UK-based newspapers told a slightly different story. The Daily Telegraph, as 

previously related, had a greater number of articles only featuring male athletes than 

articles only featuring female ones, 20 versus 15 (or 48% versus 36%). Again, the 

distribution of coverage between male and female athletes in the articles featuring both 

was fairly even, with male athletes getting 38% compared to female athletes getting 
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36%. 26% of those articles did not mention athletes of either gender, or both at the same 

time. The distribution of the total number of word tokens turned out to be the following: 

Male athletes were dedicated 51% of the total word token count, whereas female 

athletes were only dedicated 44%, with the last 5% belonging to the Both/Neither 

category. 

Meanwhile, The Independent turned out to lean towards reporting more on male 

athletes. As indicated by Fig. 1., in The Independent, 45% of articles reported solely on 

male athletes, 30% solely on female athletes, and 24% belonged to Both. Of that last 

category, 2,921 words, or 53%, referenced male athletes, and 1,989 words, or 36% 

referenced female athletes. The remaining 10% reported on both at the same time, or 

neither. This means that the total number of word token distribution was as follows: 

59% described male athletes, 38% female athletes, and 3% Both/Neither. 

In the U.S. newspapers, 36% of all word tokens were dedicated to male athletes, while 

winning 48% of all medals, whereas female athletes were dedicated 63% of all word 

tokens while winning 52% of the medals. This result becomes less peculiar if the quality 

of the medals are taken into consideration: the women won 28 medals, of which half 

were gold; the men won 26, of which only 10 were gold. With journalists likely 

spending more words on a gold medal winner than a bronze medal winner, this is not a 

very extraordinary result. 

In conclusion regarding amount of coverage, it was fairly clear that there was a 

difference between the UK and the U.S. newspapers. The UK newspapers, The Daily 

Telegraph and The Independent, spent a majority of words on male athletes, whereas 

the U.S. newspapers, Los Angeles Times and The Washington Post spent a majority on 

female athletes (63%) instead. When this is contrasted by the number of medals won by 

domestic athletes of each gender, there appears to be some balance in the reporting: 

Male athletes in the UK newspapers received 55% of the word tokens while winning 

63% of the UK medals during this period. Female athletes received 41% of the word 

tokens while winning 37% of the medals. One reason for this disparity could be that 

more women than men missed out on medals, which means they still appeared in 

articles, but not in the list of medallists. When all aspects are considered, it would seem 

that there is some equality in the coverage by UK newspapers. 

This comparison is far from perfect, though, because included in the word token counts 

are both domestic and foreign athletes, while in the medal list there are only domestic-

athletes, but since reporting mainly focused on domestic athletes, it does give some idea 

of the distribution. 

However, it is important to keep in mind that the article collection only contains articles 

reporting on completed medal events during one week of the 2016 Olympic Games, and 

so the total coverage of the entire games, if thoroughly investigated, may differ from 

what is presented here. Even so, very interesting data has come out of the articles that 

were collected, suggesting that the quantity of coverage is markedly different than what 

has been presented previously, for example, Godoy-Pressland (2014) reported that the 

average percentage of articles in British newspapers reporting on female athletes was 

3.6% (Godoy-Pressland, 2014, p. 602, table 2.), which is much lower than the 38% 

presented above.  
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4.2 Quality of Coverage 

In this section, this essay details more closely how reporting on male and female 

athletes differs in two particular events. Ideally, an event from a sport considered 

neither masculine nor feminine would have been preferred. One such possibility was 

swimming, which in Matteo’s study was seen as neutral (1986, p. 422, Table 1.). 

However, there are a great number of swimming events in the Olympic Games, both in 

terms of distance and styles: Is it better to analyse articles on the 100m butterfly final or 

the 200m backstroke final? There were 16 different events in swimming, excluding the 

10km open water event, and to the uninitiated there is no clear ‘prestige’ event that is 

seen as the most important, as athletes focus on the event or events in which they are 

most likely to succeed. Without the expertise, it is difficult for a researcher to justify 

why certain events should be included while others are excluded, especially since the 

results well might differ depending on which events are examined – for example, 

reporting on a specific event would likely differ depending on whether or not Michael 

Phelps or Katie Ledecky competed. 

For these reasons, it was decided that another set of events would be better suited to be 

analysed. These events that were finally settled on were the men’s and women’s artistic 

gymnastics team all-around, which took place on August 8 and 9, respectively. They 

were chosen because they fulfilled the highest number of conditions: Both were 

reported on by all of the four newspapers, the events took place within a day of each 

other, and they featured athletes of each gender, and featured athletes of both genders 

from both nations. Another reason gymnastic events were selected for the analysis was 

that Eagleman and Rodenberg had previously investigated at the portrayal of male and 

female gymnasts, and this allowed for any results obtained by this analysis to be 

compared to theirs. 

The particular aspects that were analysed were headlines, modifiers and the use of 

specific terminology. 

 

4.2.1. Headlines 

Headlines are generally the first part of any article the reader notices, and are often 

forced to be very concise. With such limited space, headlines have to carefully consider 

what is featured, in the process omitting certain information. Therefore, they could 

potentially play an important role in portraying athletes in an equal manner. 

As shown in fig. 6., The Daily Telegraph has very similar headlines, and uses “Britain” 

to cover the entire team in both articles. A minor difference is that, when it comes to the 

women’s event, the headline also says “women”, whereas the Male article header says 

“they”. The Female article’s sub-header also connects the women’s performance to the 

men’s failure the previous day (since the women’s event took place after the men’s, the 

reverse is impossible). Both of the second sub-headers mention the leading figure of the 

team that won gold. In this example, the headlines are nearly identical, and no obvious 

difference is made between male and female gymnasts. 
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Fig. 6. Headlines from The Daily Telegraph on the men’s all-around (left) and the women’s all-

around (right). 

 

Fig. 7. Headlines from The Independent on the men’s all-around (top) and the women’s all-around 

(bottom). 

The Independent (fig. 7.) has no sub-heads. The article on the men’s event mentions a 

specific athlete (for a negative result), while the headline of the women’s event only 

mentions Team GB, a term used often by UK newspapers as a way of referring to the 

group of athletes representing Great Britain in Rio, even if it often denotes only one or a 

few athletes. This is likely due to the fact that the, in the narrative of men’s competition, 

their medal hopes were “dashed” by the actions of one particular athlete, while the 

women’s team had no one specific to blame. By saying “[m]ore gymnastics agony”, the 

women’s failure is linked to the men’s failure the previous day. The headline on the 

women’s event mentions the gold-winning nation, whereas the men’s do not (in the 

men’s event, Japan won gold), possibly because the U.S. women’s team are more well-

known to the British public as they won gold in the 2012 London Games. All in all, the 

headlines contain no major differences. 
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Fig. 8. Headlines from Los Angeles Times on the men’s all-around (left) and the women’s all-around 

article by Bill Plaschke (top right) and Lisa Dillman (bottom right). 

Los Angeles Times (fig. 8.)has a short and straightforward headline for the men’s event, 

and an explanatory subhead which mentions their performance at the last Olympic 

Games in London. The headline for the women’s event, however, does not explicitly 

state their result – but this is covered by the article. One problematic aspect is the use of 

the word “pixies”, a term that has been used to describe young, prepubescent female 

gymnasts (Eagleman, Rodenberg & Lee, 2014). Since it appears in the headline, it is a 

very prominent reference to women’s physical appearance (body size), something 

which only seems to appear in articles about female gymnasts. ‘U.S. women’ would 

have been a suitable substitute or this term. 

 

Fig. 9. Headlines from The Washington Post on the men’s all-around (top) and the women’s all-

around (bottom). 

The Washington Post (fig. 9.) split both their articles in two; one smaller portion of the 

article appears early in the newspaper with the first headline, and then, further back in 

the newspaper (in the sport section), the second part of the article appears. The men’s 

headlines are almost identical, simply changing from referring to the athletes to 

referring to the team they constitute. Perhaps this has to do with the fact that they turned 

in a disappointing performance, which might not necessitate a very inventive headline. 

The contrast is clear when compared to the headlines for the article reporting on the 

women’s event: here the athletes “strike for gold” and “romp past” their opponents as 

they won gold (see headlines from Los Angeles Times for similarities). 

All of the newspapers seem quite balanced in the headlines for the articles reporting on 

the events. The only exception is Los Angeles Times’ headline for Plaschke’s article on 
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the women’s event, which references the female athletes’ bodies, while not even 

mentioning the quality of the medal they won. 

 

4.2.2. Modifiers 

For this part, modifiers that referenced the athletes were collected in the sample 

collection of nine articles. They were grouped according to whether they acted as 

modifiers for male or female athletes. The kind of modifiers that were considered were 

adjectives and adjectival phrases (and relative clauses) modifying nouns (nouns, in this 

case, being athletes). 

In The Daily Telegraph, a number of modifiers and modifying clauses appeared. Most 

of them dealt with the specific performances of the athletes (“who qualified so 

impressively”), and some qualified them in some way, also related to their athletic 

achievements (“the practically unbeatable”, “the German veteran”, “reigning Olympic 

Champion”). The only one to stand out was “young Yorkshireman”, which was used to 

describe Nile Wilson. It was, however, quite common for the UK-based newspapers to 

disclose information on domestic athletes’ geographical origins. While “the German 

veteran” implies the male athlete being considered old, it arguably puts a greater 

emphasis on the fact that the athlete has a great deal of experience. 

What stands out in The Independent is the mentioning of the athletes’ age, which was 

not at all reported on in The Daily Telegraph. Indeed, many of the modifying clauses in 

The Independent dealt with age (“19-year-old”, “at 16 the youngest member”, “the 

senior citizens of Team GB”). Other than age, athletic performance or previous 

achievements were highlighted (“who was part of the team that won bronze in London”, 

“two-time European champion”, “who wasn’t having his proudest night”), as with the 

following example, containing information on age, homestead and athletic achievement 

all at once (“the 23-year-old reigning individual world champion from Essex”). The 

only thing to stand out is a mention of Becky Downie as “Ellie’s older sister”, but since 

Ellie was also competing in the same team, this modifier acted more as a transitional 

tool when moving from talking about Ellie’s performance to talking about Becky’s 

performance. However, it is noteworthy that nicknames are used for both sisters, their 

real names being Elissa and Rebecca. No nicknames were used for any of the male 

athletes. The Independent did not use any nicknames for foreign athletes: Alexandra 

Raisman was not called “Aly”, for example. 

The difference in how the male and female athletes were described in Los Angeles 

Times is striking. The male athletes were only qualified as “gymnast”, “teammate”, or 

“of Newport Coast”. Meanwhile, the female athletes were described as “tiny enough to 

huddle under a single American flag”, “draped with gold medals that looked bigger than 

them”, and Simone Biles, in reference to her height, as “4 feet 8”. In a relative clause, 

the author even calls them “a group of women who have been running around the 

Olympic Village like it was a freshman dorm”, which not only positions the athletes in 

terms of age, but also represents them as childish. This is clearly a very distinct way of 

describing athletes. The male athletes are not described in terms of physical stature or 

behaviour outside of the competition. Perhaps this difference can be attributed to the 

articles being written by two different authors: Lisa Dillman wrote the article on the 
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men’s event and one on the women’s event, while Bill Plaschke wrote the one on the 

women’s event. At one point he also referred to the athletes as “girls”, and he does so in 

precisely the section where he is talking about their activities outside of competition 

(where they were depicted as playful and childish), which corresponds with Godoy-

Pressland’s conclusion that female athletes often are infantilised (2014).  

So, on a more general note, what is notable is the manner in which the teams are 

portrayed. While detailing the expectations of the U.S. men’s team, the article mentions 

their “extra hours in the gym and weight room” and their “regimented sleep schedules 

and diets they had followed in pursuit of an Olympic medal”. In The Washington Post’s 

article on the women’s team winning the gold medal, the special attention given to their 

activities outside of the competition does not detail their practice or preparations, but 

rather, the nickname for themselves that they came up with together. Meanwhile Los 

Angeles Times’ article relays an interaction between Simone Biles and Kim Kardashian 

and her baby daughter North, and states that the team has acted “real silly” and “have 

been running around the Olympic Village like it was a freshman dorm”, “posing with 

tongues wagging and kisses being blown”.  Los Angeles Times also used nicknames for 

some of the U.S. female gymnasts (“Aly” instead of Alexandra, “Gabby” instead of 

Gabrielle, “Laurie” instead of Lauren). 

This, too, matches Eagleman’s findings which stated that “[f]emales remain 

infantilized” (2015, p. 245). As was mentioned in the section on the articles’ headlines, 

Los Angeles Times described the female gymnasts as “pixies”, which refers to their 

appearance, but they are shortly thereafter called “giants”, in reference to winning gold. 

This reveals a complexity in the reporting on the female athletes in the U.S. newspapers, 

where both their bodies and performances are highlighted. 

The Washington Post consistently referred to the male athletes’ athletic achievements or 

skills (“a veteran of the 2012 Olympics”, “four-time national champion”, “who 

outscored all gymnasts on the floor”) or role within the team (“the 29-year-old captain 

of the U.S. men’s gymnastics team”, “the American’s pommel horse ace”, “Germany’s 

senior statesman”. Some modifiers were used for transitional purposes “the first man 

up”, “the last American to compete”. The athletic achievements and roles of the female 

gymnasts were also emphasised “the two-time Olympian who’s also the team’s 

captain”, “2012 Olympic all-around champion”, “the 2012 Olympic gold medalist on 

floor exercise”. But unlike the article on the male athletes, there were also some 

references to the bodies of the female athletes (“at 4 feet 8, Biles”, “Douglas, who’s five 

inches taller”) or their personalities (“Biles, 19, the joyful Texan who soars above all 

other gymnasts”). Like Los Angeles Times, The Washington Post also used nicknames 

for the female gymnasts (“Aly”, “Laurie”). Once more, these were features that were 

not present in the reporting on the male athletes. 

Because nicknames were only used for gymnasts from the newspapers’ “own” country 

but not for foreign gymnasts, it is likely this has to do with some kind of public 

familiarity these athletes already enjoy with the people of their own nation. But it 

should certainly be kept in mind that such nicknames were not used for any of the male 

athletes. Even if these nicknames turn out to have been picked by the gymnasts 

themselves, reporters using them could contribute to the female athletes not being taken 

as seriously as male ones. 



 

 17 

4.2.3. Specificity and Technical Terms 

The Daily Telegraph employed technical terms in their articles on the events, making no 

real difference between the male and female athletes. Both articles explain what the 

expression “went through” means (to complete a routine with no major faults), talk 

about “high-tariff moves”, and mention specific moves used by some of the competitors 

(“double Yurchenko with pike”, “her signature Zuchold-Schleudern manoeuvre”. In this 

respect, reporting appears equal. 

The Independent, meanwhile, did not employ any specific terms in their reporting of the 

event (the closest to one was describing a move as “a backflip with rotation”. Instead, 

they mainly stated the score that each of the gymnasts earned, sometimes with 

simplistic descriptions, for example, saying that male gymnast Shirai Kenzo “produced 

a dazzling floor routine which ultimately sealed the title”, or describing Bevan Brinn as 

“twirling away on the rings”, and one female gymnast was said to have “pulled off a 

brilliant performance on the vault, steaming onto the apparatus and twisting and turning 

in the air before landing steadily on the mat”. Generally though, scores were reported in 

a similar manner, often recounted their scores as “hitting a 15.4” or as having “nailed a 

15.9”. 

Thus, neither of the UK newspapers made any difference between male and female 

athletes, even if they did differ between the newspapers: The Daily Telegraph used 

more technical terms, whereas The Independent resorted to a much more simple form or 

reporting. This could be attributed to the fact that each newspaper’s articles are written 

by the same author, that is, the same person reported on the men’s and women’s event. 

These authors do appear to be consistent in their reporting, not varying in how they 

report depending on gender: Simon Briggs, who wrote for The Daily Telegraph, used a 

lot of technical terms for both genders, implying familiarity with gymnastics, whereas 

Matt Gatward, of The Independent, did not use any such terms for either of the genders. 

It would seem that the gender of the athlete is less important than how knowledgeable 

about the sport the journalist is, and therefore, newspapers need to make sure that they 

use people who are familiar with the sport they report on. This would be especially true 

of women’s sport, since it risks not being taken seriously if newspapers do not care 

enough to send well-informed journalists. 

With Los Angeles Times, just as with The Independent, there was a lack of specific 

terms in the articles, the only one used being “out of bounds”, but one that is also a 

more general expression and not exclusively used for gymnastic competitions. There 

was no mention of any techniques either for male or female athletes. There was, 

however, one big difference between reporting on athletes of each sex: In the men’s 

article, the scores of each performance was given along with a very brief description of 

it (“Alex Naddour got into trouble on his last tumbling pass and scored 13.566”, 

“Mikulak scored 15.000 on the high bar, followed by Brooks, who got a 15.108 despite 

a small hop on his dismount”). The women, meanwhile, were not detailed in such 

manners in the first article concerning the female gymnasts. Instead, they were 

described in much more simple ways: “Biles /…/ registered the afternoon’s highest 

score” (what score, specifically, is not revealed), “Madison Kocian was a floating 

pretzel on the uneven bars”, while “Hernandez shimmied through the floor exercises”. 

The second of the articles on the women’s event did rectify this by, on several 
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occasions, mentioning the scores awarded to the women’s team (“Hernandez set the 

tone with a strong vault (15.100)”), (“The routine received a 15.800”).  

The Los Angeles Times article on the men’s team and the second article on the women’s 

team were by the same author, Lisa Dillman, which might explain the similarities 

between them, as with the UK articles. The other article in Los Angeles Times was 

written by a male author, Bill Plaschke, it differed greatly from Dillman’s, and was 

given greater prominence than any of hers: It was featured on the front-page of the 

newspaper and continued on page four, whereas Dillman’s article was featured on the 

front-page of the sport section, and continued on page nine of that same section. It is 

very interesting that a male writer’s article is put ahead of a female writer’s, especially 

since Dillman, according to her Los Angeles Times website bio has covered Olympic 

Games for longer than her colleague has been a columnist for the newspaper (Bill 

Plaschke – LA Times, n.d., Lisa Dillman – LA Times, n.d.). It was also the only article 

written by Plaschke to appear in the article collection. He did, however, write another 

article about this particular event, which was not selected for the article collection as it 

did not report on the actual event, where he criticised the female gymnast Douglas for 

having a “blank and distant” expression on her face, and “simply pouting”, because she 

did not cover her heart with her hand during the podium ceremony, like the other 

American athletes. This, combined with the article analysed above, suggest that he has 

not moved towards focusing on athletes’ performances rather than bodies, as evident by 

his description of the American Women’s all-around team as “tiny enough to huddle 

under a single American flag”. 

The Washington Post included terms for specific skills for the female gymnasts 

(“Madison Kocian delivered the top score on her specialty leading off with a Yurchenko 

double full”, “Raisman and Biles wowed with well-rendered Amanars”, but not the 

male ones. Still, much like Los Angeles Times, scores were more often given for the 

male athletes (“all three gymnasts tapped for the event scoring 15.000 or better”, 

“Mikulak delivered on parallel bars”, “Kenzo Shirai /…/ earned 16.133 points”) – with 

the female gymnasts they were only given as a team total. Such reporting echoes 

Eagleman’s (2015) study’s results, in that reporting on male athletes is more specific, 

even if it doesn’t, in this case, contain more technical terms. 

In general, on the U.S. coverage, what is notable, other than the fact that The 

Washington Post only spent only 48 words more on a gymnastics team that won their 

second consecutive Olympic gold medal than on a male team that placed fifth for the 

same Olympics, is the general manner in which the teams are portrayed. While detailing 

the expectations of the U.S. men’s team, the article mentions their “extra hours in the 

gym and weight room” and their “regimented sleep schedules and diets they had 

followed in pursuit of an Olympic medal”. In The Washington Post’s article on the 

women’s team winning the gold medal, the special attention given to their activities 

outside of the competition does not detail their practice or preparations, but rather, the 

nickname for themselves that they came up with together, while Los Angeles Times’ 

article relays an interaction between Simone Biles and Kim Kardashian and her baby 

daughter North, and states that the team has acted “real silly” and “have been running 

around the Olympic Village like it was a freshman dorm”, “posing with tongues 

wagging and kisses being blown”. 
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This once again corresponds to Eagleman’s findings which stated that “[f]emales 

remain infantilized” (2015, p. 245). As was mentioned in the section on the articles’ 

headlines, Los Angeles Times described the female gymnasts as “pixies”, which refers 

to their appearance, but they are shortly thereafter called “giants”, in reference to 

winning gold. This reveals a complexity in the reporting on the female athletes in the 

U.S. newspapers, where both their bodies and performances are highlighted. 
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5. Conclusion 

The aim of this essay was to establish how equal in terms of gender four different 

newspapers were in their reporting on the 2016 Olympic Games. The articles in the 

collection were found to be significantly more equal than previous studies cited in the 

literature review in section 2., with articles from the male and female category each 

tallying a little over one third of the total number articles, and the distribution of word 

tokens between each gender being 52% (Female) and 45% (Male). Given that previous 

studies had shown an overwhelming portion of attention directed at male athletes both 

in general coverage everyday coverage (Caple et al., 2011; Jones, 2004) and in the 

Olympics (Godoy-Pressland, 2014), this is an encouraging result, and might indicate a 

positive development. That is not to say that the newspapers were all perfectly equal in 

their coverage, as some of the newspapers were less equal than others in their reporting, 

but the distribution of coverage between male and female athletes overall was clearly 

much more balanced than what previous studies hint at. It is, however, not possible to 

make wide generalisations based on this study alone, and more research is needed in 

order to determine if this result really represents a broader change in other media 

outlets, and indeed, these same newspapers, over a longer period of time. Even so, they 

might give a hint of a change that is currently occurring within sport reporting. 

The other major aspect that was looked at was how newspapers portrayed the athletes. 

In the case of the men and women’s gymnastics team all-around competitions, no major 

internal inconsistencies were revealed. The only exception to this was Los Angeles 

Times’ articles on the event, where one journalist did conform to the sort of 

stereotypical descriptions that were detailed in Eagleman’s study (2015). The other U.S. 

newspaper, The Washington Times, did also make references to the female gymnasts’ 

bodies, but not to those of male gymnasts. That newspaper was also more specific in its 

reporting on the male team by presenting their individual scores, but on the other hand 

they only used specific terms for the female gymnasts. One could speculate that one of 

the reason for the U.S. newspapers being much less biased against female athletes than 

was initially thought could be that they both stem from fairly progressive areas of the 

United States, and it is possible that other newspapers from other areas (such as 

Chicago Tribute, which sent that unfortunate tweet) would, upon examination, turn out 

to be less balanced. 

The final question to answer was that of differences between the U.S. and the UK. The 

two British newspapers unlike their American counterparts, did not reference the bodies 

of athletes of either gender. This was the only real difference between the newspapers of 

each country. 

Coverage of female athletes matters. Studies have theorised the link between media 

coverage – quality and quantity – to economic success and increased standing of 

women’s sports (Eagleman et al., 2014; Caple et al., 2011). As Eagleman et al. put it, 

specifically in the context of gymnastics: 

The words, phrases, themes and frames /…/ can influence perceptions of the sport in the 

minds of media consumers and athletes. Media portrayals of gymnastics and their resulting 

public perceptions of the sport can impact organisations such as FIG or US gymnastics in 
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terms of participation numbers, ticket and merchandise revenues, and broadcast viewership. 

(2014, p. 418) 

If female athletes are shown to be successful - as athletes - in sports that have been 

considered “masculine”, perhaps then those sports will move towards being viewed as 

more “neutral”, and the same goes for male athletes in “feminine” sports – and this 

could in time lead to more athletes of each gender participating in more different sports 

– that is, young boys and girls might not be so afraid of trying “feminine” or 

“masculine” sports, or not committing to them as they grow and mature. 

Other researchers have called for a “circuit breaker” to the vicious cycle that prevents 

women’s sport from gaining more ground. If reporting in the media is fair and gives 

male and female athletes equal space, then the Olympic Games could be that circuit 

breaker. 
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Appendix A – Additional Tables and Graphs 

Table 3. Medals won by athletes per gender and country. 

 

Male Female Total 

UK 19 11 30 

U.S. 26 28 54 

 
45 39 84 

 

Table 4. Medals won by female domestic athletes per quality and country. 

Nation Gold Silver Bronze Total 

UK 2 7 2 11 

U.S. 14 6 8 28 

Total 16 13 10 39 

 

Table 5. Medals won by male domestic athletes per quality and country. 

Nation Gold Silver Bronze Total 

UK 8 5 6 19 

US 10 7 9 26 

Total 18 12 15 45 

 

Fig.  10.  The number of individual athletes that appeared at least once in any of the articles 

collected. An athlete was counted if he or she  1) appeared in a  headline or otherwise was the main 

subject of an article, or 2) was presented together with an achievement (e.g. “Gold-medallist”), or 3) 

quoted on their own performance.  If there were 5 or more athletes participating at the same time 

(such as in Rugby Sevens), they were counted as a single team, as to not make the list 

misrepresentative. 
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Appendix B – List of Articles from The Daily 

Telegraph & The Sunday Telegraph 

This appendix contains the headlines from all the articles collected from The Daily 

Telegraph and The Sunday Telegraph. 

 Armitstead: I felt like a zombie but have no excuses 

 Kruse crestfallen as medal slips from grasp in play-off 

 Wu leads charge for China as British divers miss podium 

 Farmer wins GB shooting bronze 

 Daley takes Bronze in synchronised diving 

 All smiles as nerves of steel give Daley bronze 

 Ling’s long wait for medal ends with Tokyo next on list 

 Bitter for Britain as they finish in fourth place 

 Silva crowned Brazil’s golden girl 

 Britain draw medal blank again after women finish fifth 

 Heartbreak for GB duo as Toulson blows medal chance 

 Florence’s dream ends rapidly in error-ridden final 

 No podium for Breisner’s final event. 

 Water again turns to gold for Team GB 

 Delirious duo win Britain’s first diving gold 

 ‘No stone unturned’ as Clarke claims the glory 

 Froome insists build-up was spot on despite finishing third 

 Conway casts off doubt with bronze 

 Reward for sure-fire Scott 

 Whitlock claims bronze to make history 

 Kenny powers cyclists to GB’s fourth gold 

 Silver triumph make Grainger, 40, a record medallist for Britain 

 Florence and Hounslow narrowly miss the gold 

 Grainger all smiles as she signs off with sweet silver 

 GB women smash world record in team pursuit heats 

 Florence and Hounslow see gold slip away again 

 ‘Superhuman Biles romps to victory with virtuoso display 

 On track: wins push Britain to new target of beating 2012 haul 

 Rowing’s golden girl in a race against the clock to tie the knot 

 Fifth gold for Wiggins takes him to new British record 

 Fear of failure propels Britain to greatness 

 GB’s golden girls blaze a trail with perfect start 

 Ayana forced to deny doping after smashing world record 

 Road walking 

 Phelps supreme as greatest rivalry ends 

 Rowing 

 Swimming 

 Even Dujardin cannot carry Great Britain to team gold 

 Glittering start to what may be our most golden weekend in history 

 Final flourish sees GB rowers top of the pile 
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 Phelps comes second – but still makes history with a three-way silver medal 

 Trott storms to her third gold in women’s pursuit 
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Appendix C – List of Articles from The 

Independent 

This appendix contains the headlines from all the articles collected from The 

Independent. 

 Armitstead misses out as Van der Breggen wins gold 

 A mixed day for Team GB as Smith’s slip costs a medal and Rugby Sevens miss out 

 Peaty confident he can smash record again after sensational swim for gold 

 Carlin overjoyed to extend British success in the pool. 

 Team GB crushed by Canada in Rugby Sevens 

 Daley and Goodfellow in thrilling bronze scalp 

 Gymnastics dreams dashed as Smith falls from horse 

 Another day of near misses for Team GB in Rio 

 Yang gets last laugh to answer Horton’s taunt 

 Florence blows gold with disastrous final run 

 More gymnastics agony for Team GB as US win gold 

 Couch ‘wanted to cry’ for 16-year-old partner Toulson 

 Fox-Pitt bemoans bad luck for equestrian slump 

 Finally a rip-roaring day of medals for Team GB in Rio 

 Clarke win’s Britain’s second gold with victory in canoe slalom 

 Diving duo’s ‘washing machine’ gamble pays off 

 Froome has to make do with bronze in time-trial 

 Whitlock earns himself the perfect wedding present 

 Armstrong kills off premature celebrations with surge to time trial gold 

 Phelps ‘fired up’ to beat Le Clos and regain 200m butterfly gold 

 Guy tastes glory at last after a week of disappointment 

 Another clutch of medals as Team GB gains momentum 

 Florence exercises slalom demons with doubles silver 

 How Grainger overcame partnership issues to claim fifth Olympic medal 

 Britain settle for silver in Rugby sevens after Fiji masterclass sees them take gold 

 Another golden day in Rio with rowing successes and Wiggins making history 

 World Record race ‘craziest ever’ says Jo Pavey 

 Wiggins races into the history books as Britain takes gold in the velodrome 

 Britain claim fifth straight men’s four rowing gold 

 ‘It’s history in the making’ 

 Cyclists and rowers add more gold medals to Team GB’s tally 

 Women’s team pursuit seal third cycling gold for Team GB as Trott makes history 

 Jürgen Gröbler puts men’s eight gold up there with the best as Britain top rowing medal 

table 

 Houghton thanks late father as women’s eight seal silver 
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Appendix D – List of Articles from Los Angeles 

Times 

This appendix contains the headlines from all the articles collected from Los Angeles 

Times. 

 Great lengths 

 A show of strength 

 Crash denies U.S. cyclist 

 Kosovo finally has an Olympic medal 

 A late rally falls just short 

 U.S. men fail to medal 

 Pixies leave foes in their dust 

 Higher five 

 Phelps does a final fly-by 

 She’s aging with grace and gold 

 Homer gets his point across 

 Arch of triumph 

 History for Phelps, Manuel 

 Future is golden 

 America’s clutch shooter 

 It’s a gap year for Ledecky 

 Women’s 10,000 winner is asked about doping, then Carter wins the shotput for U.S. 

 Phelps finishes career with his 23rd gold medal 

 Queen of the track 

 Pretty great women’s eight 

 Landmark for the U.S. 

 Serving history 

 ‘Machine’ beats bike 
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Appendix E – List of Articles from The 

Washington Post & Washington Post Sunday 

This appendix contains the headlines from all the articles collected from The 

Washington Post and The Washington Post Sunday. 

 Three cyclists pass Abbott, keeping her from medal  

 All alone, Ledecky breaks world record in 400 free 

 Silver medal is more than ‘okay’ 

 Phelps, U.S. take gold in 4x100 relay 

 Gold is first medal for Kosovo 

 Australia’s Skinner wins trap gold 

 South Korea keeps streak going 

 China’s Wu rewrites record books 

 Rivalry, then revelry 

 U.S. men lose their grip, finish in fifth place in gymnastics 

 China takes 10-meter synchro title 

 Silva claims Brazil’s first gold 

 Croatia earns gold in shoot-off 

 U.S. women romp past Russia, China for gold 

 Out front and center 

 For Ledecky, second Rio gold 

 For China, third title in a row 

 Jung captures eventing gold again 

 South Korea’s Park takes epee gold 

 A U.S. pool party 

 Time isn’t catching up to Armstrong, and Olympic field can’t either 

 Best of the U.S. come up short in all-around 

 Homer falls short of first U.S. gold 

 Cancellara wins second time trial 

 Independent Al Deehani wins gold 

 No sweep for China in green pool 

 Clarke wins slalom for Britain 

 All-around greatness 

 No one’s even close 

 Once a victim, Harrison is now a repeat Olympic champion 

 Chourraut wins in a breeze 

 In rugby, Fiji jumps to early lead, defeats Britain to claim first gold medal 

 Another gold for Britain’s Kenny 

 Romania claims first medal 

 Grainger earns fifth medal 

 Ledecky breaks own mark in 800 free 

 U.S. finds gold in some unlikely places 

 In women’s 10K, too good to be true? 

 Britain takes another pursuit gold 

 Nadal Rallies for semifinal berth, then returns to win gold in men’s doubles 
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 Germany captures dressage gold 

 Rhode medals in 6th Games in row 

 Ellison rebounds, earns bronze 

 U.S. men’s team claims foil bronze 

 Carter gives the U.S. a first 

 A splashing success story 

 As pressure builds, U.S. rowers pull it together 

 American Henderson soars to victory in the long jump 

 For Puig, uncharted territory 

 Stone wins first medal for U.S. in rowing 

 Muhammad contributes to bronze 

 British women take pursuit gold 

 Relays help the U.S. team end Rio meet with 33 medals, including 16 gold 
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