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Abstract
The United Kingdom’s withdrawal from the European Union and the possibility of it, has
been discussed in the news with reference to the term ‘Brexit’ extensively for at least the
last two years. The role of the media has been an important issue around the Brexit
decision, which had its peak in June 2016 with the EU-referendum, where the population
of the United Kingdom voted in favour of leaving the EU.
The given master thesis builds up on these preconditions and aims for a better
understanding of the media representation of Brexit on transnational news platforms
from Europe and beyond. More precisely, the media output on Deutsche Welle, France 24
and Al Jazeera English after the EU-referendum until the end of the year 2016 is examined
and compared to each other. The given form of the study has emerged out of the lack of
previous research, where only the role of the media before the EU-referendum and the
media output within the United Kingdom have been under investigation. First, a Framing
Analysis on a big sample is conducted, where the main frames and the scope of the articles
are examined to get a broad picture of the way transnational media reports about the
issue. Second, a Critical Discourse Analysis is carried out on a small part of the big sample.
In this way, the media output can be investigated more in-depth and the results of both
methods complement each other. The results show that even though differences occur,
the media representation of Brexit on DW, F24 and AJE are remarkably similar. More
similar even than it was expected beforehand. It occurs that the topic ‘Brexit’ is
particularly presented with emphasis on the conflictual potential of it, although
differences can be found in the application of a national (rather UK) or international
context. Furthermore, an uncertainty is present in various elements of the articles on DW,
F24 and AJE. The significance of this study is empirically, since knowledge can be
generated of Brexit in transnational news. However, also methodological indications are
included that can be significant for future research.
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1. Introduction
“Brexit means Brexit.” – Theresa May (Independent, 2016-07-11)
This statement by Theresa May, who became the prime minister of the United Kingdom
in July 2016, has been quoted in many news stories after the June 2016 referendum,
where the citizens of the UK got to vote whether their country should leave or stay within
the European Union. While the voters were limited to two options, presumably rather
diverse reasons drove the actual decision of each voter. Certain voting decisions may have
been related to factors such as the economic circumstances of the voter or her/his region,
education opportunities or to migration policies. While the referendum, its outcome and
the aftermath is highly complex with all the potentially related topics, a quote such as the
one above makes the issue appear straight forward and easy to understand. However, the
exact meaning of Brexit was and is still ambiguous in political, social, and economic terms.
Yet, the term represents one of the key words for the media coverage of the referendum,
its outcome, and the aftermath. Furthermore, the term has not only been used prolifically
in the media, but is also heavily used in political discourse.
Brexit, a combination of the two words ‘Britain’ and ‘exit’, is highly controversial
and has been covered by the media worldwide in various contexts and from diverse
perspectives. To the present day, there have been some developments in the process of
leaving the EU. For example, the legal process was triggered at the end of March 2017.
This marked the initiation of the negotiations between the UK and the EU, which are
estimated to go on for about two years. Therefore, it is widely considered as unlikely that
the actual ‘divorce’ of the UK from the EU will take place before 2019. This means that the
ultimate conditions under which the UK will part with the EU are still unknown.
Particularly because no EU member state has ever left the union. Consequently, this issue
affects not only one country, but rather all 28 of the EU member states. This number is,
however, not enough to depict all parties involved. This is because the UK has been a
member of the EU (and prior unions) for more than 40 years and all the political and
economic treaties that were made between the EU and other countries from all around
the world during that time will become ineffective for the UK. Taking this into account, it
becomes apparent that Brexit can be labelled as a transnational issue.
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1.1. Research Aim and Questions
“If there is still a point in following the news, then there is still a point in doing
research on it” - Alexa Robertson (Robertson 2015: 118)
As is apparent through the brief introduction of the issues encompassing Brexit,
uncertainty surrounds the result of the June 2016 referendum. Nevertheless, this issue
has received high media attention and therefore the media output about Brexit is
immense. While the current news coverage of Brexit can rely on the actual developments
in the negotiations, it raises the question; what exactly the ‘news coverage of Brexit’ was
even about before the legal process was triggered?
That is where the present master thesis starts off. Until now, academic
investigation is mostly focusing on the media output in the UK that was distributed before
the referendum (e.g. Glencross 2016, Seaton 2016, Levy et al. 2016 …). The given
comparative study attempts to get a better understanding of the media representation of
Brexit after the referendum. The focus of examination is particularly the media coverage
on transnational news platforms, since, as previously established, the issue around Brexit
is considered as transnational, and as such it is considered as productive to have a look at
transnational media material about Brexit.
Situated in the tradition of media studies, the purpose of this thesis is to analyse
the media representation of Brexit in a sample of news articles that were published online,
starting after the EU-referendum up until the end of the year 2016. There are three news
platforms that were chosen for this study. All of them fulfil the requirement of being
transnational (Brüggemann and Schultz-Forberg 2008) and yet still offer a diversity in
origin, as they are from within as well as outside of Europe. Included are: Deutsche Welle
from Germany, France 24 from France, and Al Jazeera English from Qatar.
This study is theoretically motivated by studies involved with ‘social
constructionism’. Karen S. Johnson-Cartee argues: “[…] meaning has been socially
constructed through a process often dominated by the mass media” (Johnson-Cartee
2005: 4). Based on this idea of the creation of meaning, it is important to highlight the
particular ways a specific topic is continually presented in the media. The inherent
meaning given to the topic by the media is distributed to a broad public and therefore it
must contribute to the formation of peoples’ opinions, which makes it crucial to critically
examine the given media content. Other scholarly concepts and examinations are included
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in the theoretical base of this thesis. While using the research paradigm of social
constructionism (e.g.: Johnson-Cartee 2005, Fowler 1991, Archetti 2010 …) important
key-concepts are media power (Freedman 2014) and the concepts of globalisation and
transnationality (e.g. McMillin 2007, Chalaby 2009, Mattelart 2009 …). These concepts are
brought in context of this thesis and with that they are empowering the whole study, as
they raise the level of complexity and draw new connections from theory to real events.
The empirical analysis of the material relies on two different methodological
approaches which pursuit the given study object with foci on different aspects. Firstly, the
study relies on a quantitative Framing Analysis, in which five generic news frames are
included; the conflict frame, the human-interest frame, the economic consequences frame,
the responsibility frame and the morality frame (Semetko and Valkenburg 2000: 93-109).
The appearance of frames is then also analysed in association with the scope of the news
stories. The scope means that the given news story is either presented in the context of a
singular or multiple countries. This marks the division between national and international
news stories. In the second step, a qualitative Critical Discourse Analysis is conducted on
a small number of articles from the total sample. More specifically, articles of the conflict
frame and the human-interest frame are examined. This selection is based on the
knowledge that could be gained of the Framing Analysis. After the more extensive but
broader look on the media representation of Brexit by the quantitative Framing Analysis,
the second method is used to provide a more detailed examination of the media
discourses and the topics and concepts involved. The results for each news platform are
compared to see whether there are common ways in the representation of Brexit. Related
to each method is a set of research questions which are formulated as follows:
1. a) How are articles about Brexit framed on the transnational media platforms
Deutsche Welle, France 24 and Al Jazeera English?
b) Is there an association between frame and scope of the article?

2. a) How is Brexit discursively presented in the articles that are assigned to the
conflict frame and the human-interest frame?
b) Which political concepts are in use and how are they implemented?
For further analysis and the subsequent discussion of the results, a third research
question has been formulated which is related to both of the presented sets of research
questions:
3

3. What differences and similarities in frames and discourse occur between DW,
F24 and AJE?
As inherent in the presented aspects of this study and the corresponding research
questions, the aim of this study is to examine media material that has not been examined
academically yet. It is beneficial to provide such a new and different perspective on the
media representation of Brexit. The scientific contribution of this study can be found in
the inherent political relevance of the media representation of a political topic. With that
the study is empirically significant to the studies of media and communications on
transnational news. Additionally, the comparative character of the study is a direct
reaction to scholarly remarks about the need for “[…] a cross-nationally comparative
fashion” (De Vreese et al. 2001: 108) which is provided by the three different news
platforms DW, F24 and AJE and the examined news content that was published online.
Other reactions to scholarly remarks could offer even methodological contributions, on
which it is evaluated in the concluding chapter of this master thesis.

1.2. Expected Outcomes and Limitations
In a comparison of the media representation of Brexit in a determined timeframe in 2016
on three different transnational news platforms it is expected that similarities and
differences occur. In particular, it is expected that similarities can be found between the
European-news platforms, DW and F24. Precisely, the frames in use are expected to be
similar and the media discourse related to Brexit is expected to apply common aspects
and identical political concepts. Especially in contrast to the media coverage of the nonEuropean news platform, AJE, it is expected that the congruency between the Europeanexamples gets visible. It is considered interesting to see to what degree such similarities
and differences occur, since all three media platforms have their common ground in their
transnational character. However, certain similarities are expected to appear between the
European-news platforms. Supposedly, those are more concerned about economic
consequences of Brexit than the non-European example may be, as there are tighter
economic subordinations involved. Additionally, the way to report about Brexit and its
relation to the EU and Europe is expected to be similar on DW and F24, while the
characteristics of AJE are expected to be different for example in the presented connection
to political concepts.
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As already stated above, this thesis attempts to get a better understanding of the
media representation of Brexit. Even though the results might hint at characteristics of a
European way of reporting about Brexit, the given study is not able to make claims about
one common way. Even though the generalisation of the results is not attainable
especially due to the still ongoing media coverage about Brexit, a deep and extensive
analysis of the transnational news coverage about Brexit can be gained. Other limitations
that are directly related to the applied methods are pointed out in the corresponding
chapter (chapter 4).

1.3. Outline of thesis
After presenting the features of the given study in this introduction, the following chapter
gives a brief overview on the previous publications which are connected to this thesis’
topic and aim. In this overview, the research on Brexit and the media is included, but also
more general research on political news. The third chapter presents the theoretical
foundation that was used to design this study. Research paradigm and crucial scholarly
concepts are defined for the context of this study and can be understood as motivational
force behind the whole master thesis. Additionally, the theory behind the aforementioned
methodological approaches is discussed in order to give a clearly defined understanding
of News Framing and News Discourse. In chapter four the focus is on the material and
methods of this study. Throughout the chapter, the more practical choices and the
research actions behind the conducted study are explained in detail. In a separate section,
the limitations of the methods are presented. Chapter five is divided in three sections. The
first two sections present the results in accordance to each methodological approach. The
results are presented and discussed in the frame of each method in order to be able to
describe it in detail. The third section of the chapter is used to offer an intensified
discussion of the results with a direct relation to the given research question sets and the
research aim of the study. The so-far separately presented results and possible
connections are illustrated. In doing so, emphasis is put on how the results of the
quantitative and qualitative examinations can complement and support each other or
whether opposing tendencies are found. Chapter six, the closing chapter, is offering a
summarising section that returns to the entry of the study and unfolds the connections
between the various chapters. Theoretical and practical implications are addressed and
an evaluation of the study with its advantages and disadvantages is given. Subsequently,
5

the opportunities that arise from this study and possible further research that can rely on
the given master thesis’s work are discussed.

2. Literature review
This chapter gives a brief overview of the previous research that can be seen in relation
to the given study. Therefore, this chapter helps to illustrate what has already been
examined and what is still worthy of investigation. Moreover, it must be clarified what
parts of the literature is considered as useful to the given study. By taking all these aspects
into account, this literature review is divided into two parts: the first one focuses more on
the topic ‘Brexit’ itself and shows how other research projects have been engaged with it
and how it has been approached. The second part puts more emphasis on studies that are
connected to the given one in terms of political topic, material, and methodology. The
choice was made to present the literature review in a concise style and focus more on the
empirical work that has been done in previous research, in order to leave the theoretical
discussion to the following chapter about the Theoretical Framework.

2.1. Research on the topic: Brexit
Primarily, this kind of overview about the research on Brexit needs to be specific about
the research fields to which it is related. There are two fields that are included and
intertwined in this review: political studies as well as media and communication studies.
Those two fields are significant to this master’s thesis as they are deeply connected to the
topic itself, each in different ways. Politics is involved as Brexit stands for a political issue:
the UK parting with the EU. That means that the topic with all that came before and after
the referendum itself needs to be seen in a political context and is therefore almost
inevitable for political studies. The field of media and communication relates to Brexit
through various ways: Firstly, through the campaigning before the referendum, secondly
through the news coverage (on different forms of news media), and thirdly through the
visibility and presence on social media platforms. One thesis cannot include all of what is
involved, therefore the focus lies on the news coverage of Brexit.
As one example of the few publications that are focusing on Brexit, the book Why
the UK Voted for Brexit must be mentioned which is assigned to the political studies.
Written by Glencross (2016), it addresses some main aspects that are considered as
important issues related to Brexit. Broadly spoken, the book examines the various
implementations of the quite ambivalent relationship between the UK and the EU
6

(Glencross 2016). Particularly interesting is the chapter about “the EU-referendum
campaign”, which is discussed as a critique of the remain-campaign’s “[…] strategy that
made economic risk the be-all and end-all of the debate over EU membership […]”
(Glencross 2016: 42). Furthermore, it is outlined that this focus on the economic issues
was used at the expense of other important topics as for example “[…] the free movement
of principle […]” (Glencross 2016: 44). Striking in the whole examination is that the issue
‘Brexit’ is discussed on a theoretical basis rather than empirical.
Brexit in its relation to the media has already been the topic of some research
articles. The authors of these articles focus on the medial influence on the result of the
referendum, therefore focusing on the effects of media on the audiences voting habit
(Seaton 2016). Also, the referendum’s result itself has been used as research topic in order
to discuss possible meanings and consequences of the referendum’s result in theory
(Ashcroft and Bevir 2016). A different and more empirical example of an examination of
Brexit in relation to media can be found in Hellman (2016), where the campaign leading
up to the EU-referendum was in focus of a framing analysis. With that, “existing
predictions of framing theory” were tested and related to the EU-referendum in the UK
(Hellman 2016: 2). With the use of polling data, three weeks of media content, and framing
theory, the study examined whether there is an association between the media content
and people’s opinion (Hellman 2016: 64). Interestingly, it is stated that the results of the
study “[…] confirm that it is not merely the ‘loudness’ of the respective frames that
determines their strength in the public debate, but that additional factors are at play”
(Hellman 2016: 64). This suggests that other theoretical implications can be helpful.
Keeping this in mind, the methodological choice of framing analysis is considered useful
and is a part of this thesis, too, although the chosen focus on the campaign sets the
timeframe of the study again before the referendum.
Another aspect that is worth mentioning are the relations that are depicted in
various academic articles, where Brexit and its connection to e.g. cultural pluralism or
nationalism appears quite often (e.g. Ashcroft and Bevir 2016: 355f). Through such
connections, the involvement of people with different nationalities and the way they are
linked to Brexit is highlighted. By considering this, it seems underutilized that the
examinations around Brexit and its relation to the media were commonly limited to the
media landscape of the UK (e.g.: Seaton 2016, Levy et al. 2016, Campbell 2016 …).
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While this kind of focus is fairly self-evident since (as already pointed out above)
this media output can be related to the actual votes and the result of the referendum, it
nevertheless leaves out a quite large field of media institutions of other origins that also
covered issues concerning the referendum and its aftermaths. Summarising, it became
apparent that there are more theoretical than empirical academic examinations that
approach the topic ‘Brexit’. It can also be stated that the national news coverage as well
as the campaigning before the referendum have been objects of academic interrogation.
However, little research has been conducted on the media material that covers the issue
after the actual referendum. Furthermore, the way(s) transnational media covered the
issue has been left aside in previous research, which is questionable considering Brexit’s
standing within and relation to Europe and other parts of the world. Taking these findings
into account, this master thesis aims for a deeper, empirical examination of the media
representation of Brexit with a focus on the transnational news coverage that is rooted
outside the UK. Through that it is possible to take one step further; away from the effect
of the media on the voters in the referendum, towards the nature of the media
representation of Brexit to a broader, more diverse audience. Since the timeframe of
previous research lay before the referendum, it is argued that it is necessary to see how
the news around Brexit have occurred afterwards. Arguably it is insufficient to stop
investigating on the topic ‘Brexit’ after the actual EU-referendum. That is why this thesis
shifts its focus back and stays with the media coverage of Brexit, to see how it evolves and
changes, or if it stagnates and is staying the same.

2.2. Research on political news
As a next step, it is crucial to highlight that the news coverage of political events and
outcomes of political developments has often been used as research object in academic
investigations. In the following, some important studies are presented that can be seen in
relation to this thesis. The primary goal is to give an even deeper impression of the
relevant study field.
Looking at the broader picture, it is productive for this master thesis to look at the
questions that are asked by studies that deal with the news coverage of certain topics. To
give a better impression about it, here are three examples that highlight the significance
and the justification of research on ‘political’ news and more precisely they show how
differently researcher approach their given ‘research object’:
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Firstly, Archetti (2010) asks what exactly shapes the international news coverage
in the aftermath of 9/11. The attempt is made to answer this by including both,
quantitative and qualitative measures. She writes in her book: “News shapes our lives. But
what shapes the news? Finding an answer to this question has important implications for
the way we understand the role of the media in society” (Archetti 2010: 1). Moving this
kind of approach forward, it gets obvious how “[…] a constructionist understanding of
society[.]” is useful to this kind of interrogation, which offers the researcher a way to see
the examined news items as something constructed that can be discovered in retrospect
(Archetti 2010: 9). That is why this research ontology is considered as highly productive
in the context of this study and more aspects will follow in the upcoming chapter about
the theoretical framework. What becomes apparent while looking at this example is the
need for explicit limitations of such studies, as they should be understood in their own,
academic framework (Archetti 2010: 3).
The second study serves as an example of where content analysis is used to show
one way of making sense of a certain format of political news, the Deutsche Welle’s
European Journal program (Popescu 2015). Popescu (2015) makes use of three
predefined forms that are provided from previous research and tries to apply these to her
chosen research object. While this is considered as an interesting way to make use of
preliminary research results, the given study leans more on Archetti (2010) in terms of
methodology, as it is seen as advantage to use quantitative as well as qualitative
approaches.
Thirdly, De Vreese et al. (2001) is a great example of a study that puts emphasis on
studying frames. In the study, European news outlets are compared, including a nonEuropean one in order to find out about the differences and similarities (De Vreese et al.
2001). This is interesting in terms of transnational media, as the results can help to
understand what is presented to whom, in what context and how. Illustrative they write
about the earlier omission of such an approach in research:
Framing has been studied in a temporally comparative fashion, that is, how frames emerge and
develop over time (e.g., Patterson, 1993), and in an issue-comparative perspective, that is,
comparisons of the framing of different issues (e.g., Neuman et al., 1992). However, little attention
has been paid to framing in a cross-nationally comparative fashion (De Vreese et al. 2001: 108).

The so far presented aspects of previous studies can be linked back to the introduction of
this thesis, where the aim of the given study is formulated as getting a ‘better
understanding of the media representation of Brexit’ and the given research design. The
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given examples serve as kind of proof that successful research on news has been
conducted with certain means, which also paved the way for this thesis’ construction in
methodological terms.
When it comes to the theoretical ideas and concepts that were involved in shaping
this master thesis, the next chapter gives a thorough discussion of the important
influences. Throughout this, some references to the currently presented studies will
appear, which shows even more that these studies of political news helped in
conceptualising the given one.

3. Theoretical Framework
3.1. Involved scholarly concepts
Research on news items has a long tradition in the field of media studies. However, as the
news and its content are permanently in change, it is unsurprising that there is still high
interest for researcher in the field of Media and Communication studies. This high interest
furthermore implies, one can rely on a wide range of scholars and their work. Many of the
scholars that are concerned with the analysis of news content base themselves, as
researchers, and their studies on ‘social constructionism’. This research paradigm is
helpful in the examination and understanding of the way(s) news is embedded in
everyday life and everyday meaning-making (e.g.: Johnson-Cartee 2005, Fowler 1991,
Archetti 2010 …). For the theoretical framework of this master thesis, the tradition of
social constructionism is used as the foundation. This study gives particular importance
to the work of Johnson-Cartee (2005) and how she explains social constructionism by
drawing a connection to the social reality of human beings and how this reality is
constructed. She relies on the idea of Gergen (1985), who writes that: “Social
constructionism is principally concerned with elucidating the processes by which people
come to describe, explain, or otherwise account for the world in which they live” (Gergen
1985b: 3f, In: Johnson-Cartee 2005: 2).
Drawing on this definition but with a focus on its relation to media, the work of
Fowler (1991) is helpful in establishing that “[…] news is socially constructed” (Fowler
1991: 2). He furthermore maintains that “[N]ews is a representation in this sense of
construction; it is not a value-free reflection of ‘facts’” (Fowler 1991: 4). This perspective
coincides with Johnson-Cartee (2005), as she states: “[…M]eaning has been socially
10

constructed through a process often dominated by the mass media. Because of this,
research analysing the images found in mass-mediated messages reveal important social
indicators” (Johnson-Cartee 2005: 4). Just like Fowler (1991) who directs his line of
argument to a definition of (news) discourse, Johnson-Cartee (2005) draws a connection
between media and public discourse in the particular context of politics:
This viewpoint reflects what has been called the constructionist paradigm, which posits that for
public opinion to be understood, we must examine the artifacts of political culture – the language,
symbols, and myths of public discourse. After all, words are creators. ‘They create situations which
are no longer there, or which have never existed, and people behave as if they were real’ (Berelson
and Steiner 1964, 664-665)” (Johnson-Cartee 2005: 15).

The aforementioned theory is used to frame the given study with its focus on the news
coverage of a political topic.
Particularly, this study is focused on a certain issue, namely that of Brexit, which is
a good example of social constructionism practiced in daily life. The term ‘Brexit’, as
previously explained in the introduction, is a combination of the words ‘Britain’ and ‘exit’
and is the key term used in public discourse, presumably even in political discourse. While
the word itself refers literally to only two words, the meaning behind it is socially
constructed by the way(s) it is used in the media, in politics and in consequence, also in
everyday life. There have been important relations established between this term and
other contexts, in this way, Brexit is not solely the legal process of the UK leaving the EU.
Brexit stands for a vote that has been casted by the citizens of the UK. It also represents a
dominant sentiment in Europe where migration-policies and economic standards are
under heavy discussion. These are only two examples of the many meanings of Brexit. This
relatable example of social constructionism is used as grounds to motivate the given study
since it examines the way(s) news platforms choose to present a certain matter and with
each choice meaning is produced. This kind of ‘mediated meaning’ can be related back to
the already mentioned “social indicators” and their connection to public discourse
(Johnson-Cartee 2005: 4). Although the degree to which this influence is actually affecting
people’s formation of opinion is questionable, the presented scholarly perspectives make
it possible to justify the importance of this study.
As a short prelude to the next section, the definition of news as discourse by Fowler
(1991) is addressed. This definition creates a strong stand for the ‘politicalness’ that the
last quote already implied. Fowler writes: “News is a representation of the world in
language […] and so inevitably news, like every discourse, constructively patterns that of
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which it speaks” (Fowler 1991: 4). In his following examination, he points out that
ideology is existent in every discourse, which results in a linguistic handling of certain
topics, which roots in ideology that is determined by social and institutional power
(Fowler 1991: 42). What this means more specifically to this study will be examined more
detailed in the next section of this chapter.
Important to discuss however is at this point the power of media. In his book,
Freedman (2014) underlines how multi-facetted the term itself must be seen and explains
that a specific definition is still missing in the academic field (Freedman 2014: 3).
According to Freedman (2014), media can be labelled as a powerful social actor; however,
how this particular power works is something still in contention (Freedman 2014: 2).
These examinations are useful as they bridge to the previously discussed paradigm of
social constructionism. Media power must be seen as interwoven in the given
construction of social reality – as power is always to some degree socially produced and
inscribed (Foucault e.g. 1982). Accordingly, Freedman emphasises an understanding of
media as being able to distribute certain ideas via certain channels. Throughout his work,
Freedman’s definition of media power remains theoretical, which makes it challenging to
apply it to a specific case such as ‘Brexit in the news’. In addition, Freedman claims that
media power should always be read as “an independent variable” which should not be
overestimated. He maintains that media power is as important as the people make it and
its status and value is produced by themselves (Freedman 2014: 11). To a certain degree
Freedman’s examinations should help to reflect on the power of media reasonably.
However, despite these more critical remarks, Freedman’s examination is considered
highly significant as it makes it possible to think about the rather abstract role of the
media in modern society.
To create a more concise theoretical framework, it is important to consider the
theory in relation to the empirical matter under evaluation. In this paper, the news output
in a transnational context is examined. Therefore, it is necessary to see the previously
constructed theoretical basis in connection to theories about international or
transnational communication (e.g. McMillin 2007, Chalaby 2009, Mattelart 2009).
Through these perspectives, the broader term of globalisation can be included through
specifically related indications (e.g. Robertson 2015, Hopper 2007). A useful starting
point can be found in Chalaby’s (2009) description of how the current media environment
“has become remarkably transnational in character over the last two decades” (Chalaby
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2009: 39). Even though he refers in his text to the European television industry, one can
get a convenient definition of what transnational media means:
“Being transnational is not simply about being present in several markets: it is a deeper and more
complex form of internationalisation. First, it implies the cross-border integration of functions, the
bringing together of different elements of a company that can be dispersed over several countries”
(Chalaby 2009: 59).

How productive the implication of such an understanding of transnational media in
academic research is, can be found in examples just as the study of Brüggemann and
Schulz-Forberg (2008). By developing a typology of different types of transnational
media, they stick to the simple description that “transnational media are understood as
media that address across national borders” (Brüggemann and Schultz-Forberg 2008:
78). It emerges that it is indispensable to understand the specific nature of nowadays’
media with this kind of categorisation as transnational media. This enlightens the entire
examination as it implicates the importance of globalisation theories, where it is
highlighted that the processes of globalisation “[…] break with ‘the old logics’[.]” and the
need to see the media’s context in connection to “[…] conceptions of identity and culture
that take into account the central role of transnational cultural flows […]” (Mattelart 2009:
51). In these examinations, the relevance of ‘nation-identity’, its shape, validity and
operation is questioned. This leads to explanations as for example by McMillin (2007) that
“the modern nation as a unit of analysis in international communication is inadequate in
our understanding of how media is produced and consumed by communities across the
world” (McMillin 2007: 18). As it became already visible from the given literature, the
theory around transnational media has proven to be helpful in academic research
especially its importance and productiveness in empirical studies (Mattelart 2009: 59).
Since the broader concepts that shape the given study have been presented by now, the
next section draws the theoretical network of this thesis even tighter by unveiling the
presented connections of theory that is later also important for the methodological
outline of this master thesis.

3.2. News Framing and News Discourse
As it was already mentioned in the introduction, this thesis’ empirical part approaches the
news material in two different ways. First, a quantitative framing analysis has been
conducted and secondly, a critical discourse analysis has been used to have a qualitative
perspective on the given material. While the two different methods are presented in the
next chapter, their common ground can be found in the quite pronounced theoretical
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interrelations. They can also be connected to the so far presented theoretical framework
of this study – even more it would be incomplete to omit them. The most distinct startingpoint here is again the social constructionist perspective.
It can be argued; framing theory is a natural consequence of social
constructionism. Since social constructionism acknowledges the constructed nature of (in
this case) political news, it is important to look even more closely at the specific practices
that shape these constructions (Johnson-Cartee 2005: 16). One of these inherent practices
can be found in framing theory, where “media frames may be viewed as rhetorical ‘devices
embedded in political discourse’ (Kinder and Sanders 1990, 74), which are presented
through communication channels” (Johnson-Cartee 2005: 24). Framing in general is
understood as a practice “[…] to select some aspects of a perceived reality and make them
more salient in a communicating text […]” (Entman 1993: 52). Furthermore, frames are
defined as “[…] organizing principles that are socially shared and persistent over time,
that work symbolically to meaningfully structure the social world” (Reese et al. 2001: 11).
In a more practical understanding, the use of frames "enable journalists to process large
amounts of information quickly and routinely and to package the information for efficient
relay to their audiences" (Gitlin 1980: 7). What all these various excerpts of scholarly
writing make obvious is the importance of framing theory, merely when it concerns
political news coverage. Simultaneously, its productiveness in academic research is
demonstrated by its practical and theoretical occurrence and therefore it is considered as
helpful in shaping empirical examinations. One important study which is crucial to the
given thesis’ research design is Framing European Politics: A Content Analysis of Press and
Television News by Semetko and Valkenburg from the year 2000. Based on an extensive
examination of the preliminary research with framing analysis, they were able to carve
out five news frames that have been proven to be popular and frequently used in news
reporting (Semetko and Valkenburg 2000: 95). The five news frames that they were
working with are: the conflict frame, the human-interest frame, the economic
consequences frame, the morality frame and the responsibility frame (Semetko and
Valkenburg 2000: 93-109; a short description of each frame can be accessed in Appendix
A). The result of the study depicts a dominance of the responsibility frame, followed by
the conflict and economic consequences frame (Semetko and Valkenburg 2000: 103).
Since their study approached national news media (Semetko and Valkenburg 2000: 97),
it is interesting to see whether the same attitude towards the frames appears or whether
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they differ in the context of transnational news. More detailed explanations about the
exact application of the five frames in this master thesis are coming up in the next chapter.
What is left now is the involvement of the already mentioned second theory that is
related to the second method of this examination. It has already been mentioned in the
beginning of this chapter, in which the social construction of news had been discussed. In
direct consequence of this, Fowler (1991) points out that even more “[…] news is a
practice: a discourse which, far from neutrally reflecting social reality and empirical facts,
intervenes in what Berger and Luckmann call ‘the social construction of reality’” (Fowler
1991: 2). In his examinations, Fowler (1991) goes on about “representational discourse”
(Fowler 1991: 10) that is always relatable to a certain ideological notion and he puts
emphasis on research that focuses on the underlying effects of such. One definition of
discourse is considered productive for this thesis. Based on Foucault’s understanding of
discourse, Kress (1985) writes:
“Discourses are systematically-organized sets of statements which give expression to the meanings
and values of an institution. […] A discourse provides a set of possible statements about a given
area, and organizes and gives structure to the manner in which a particular topic, object, process is
to be talked about. In that it provides descriptions, rules, permissions and prohibitions of social and
individual actions” (Kress 1985: 6f).

Important is then this connection between language and social life, as “[T]he term
discourse […] signals the particular view of language in use […] – as an element of social
life which is closely interconnected with other elements (Fairclough 2003: 3). Through
these brief insights into the theory on media discourse, it becomes apparent that such
theoretical argumentations affect the way to look at a given material. Even though they
were presented as two different theoretical influences to this thesis, it gets obvious how
close and related the presented scholarly concepts are. This relatedness, but also the
different opportunities that evolve through the inclusion of each theory are considered
one strength of this study. This will be even more visible and concise after the discussion
of the actual material and methods of this thesis following this chapter.

4. Material and Methods
4.1. Material
For this study, the media material consists of online news articles from DW, F24 and AJE.
These three examples of news platforms are considered as worth to look at for various
reasons. First, all of them present the topic from an ‘outsider perspective’ – from outside
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the UK. This kind of media output of transnational news platforms is considered as
productive to examine, since they are expected to demonstrate some consistency in
approaching the topic ‘Brexit’, while occurring differences might be hinting at important
indications about the media representation of Brexit. Besides, the news coverage within
the UK is supposedly diverse and might cover most perspectives on the subject in relation
to the (declared) political or social line of a certain news channel, newspaper etc., which
is another reason of focusing on the chosen transnational material.
In order to get an idea of the proclaimed intentions of the three news platforms,
this thesis takes a look at how they present their work by themselves. DW’s aim is to
present Germany as “[…] rooted in European culture […]” and so it is advocated that “DW
is known for its in-depth, reliable news and information and promotes exchange and
understanding between the world’s cultures and people” (DW, website). F24, with its base
in Paris, highlights its international outreach, while promoting its widespread network of
correspondents “[…] in nearly every country in the world” (F24, website). Stating their
“[…] unique brand of journalism” reaches households in about 140 countries, AJE’s
proposed aim is to “give voice to the voiceless”. They write on their website: “We are
reshaping global media and constantly working to strengthen our reputation as one of the
world’s most respected news and current affairs channels” (AJE, website). Another reason
for the choice of news platforms is their common ground in declaring to be global or being
at least ‘transnational’. Brüggemann and Schulz-Forberg (2008) include all three news
platforms in their discussion of a possible “typology of transnational media in Europe”.
They state: “Transnational media are understood as media that address audiences across
national borders”, which can be found in each of the chosen examples (Brüggemann &
Schulz-Forberg 2008: 78). Even more, it is assumed that a comparison of two news
platforms from Europe, with their origins in countries that are also still members of the
EU, and a non-European news platform, with its roots in the Middle East, enriches the
whole investigation. With the choice of the three media platforms, some scholarly
remarks for the development of such research were taken into consideration, such as the
general “poverty of [their] empirical analysis” (Mattelart 2009: 59) and even more
particularly “little attention has been paid to framing in a cross-nationally comparative
fashion” (De Vreese et al. 2001: 108).
The choice was made to examine the given news articles about Brexit for two
reasons. For one thing, it is supposed that nowadays’ sharing-culture makes it even more
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important to examine written online material that can be read easily on every laptop,
tablet, and smartphone, whenever one wants to have a look at it. For another thing, in the
light of the examination it is a practical choice to use a material that does not need any
transcription beforehand. This is even more of importance as the given topic generated a
high number of news items since its appearance in the media. The study includes all news
articles that have been published in the year 2016 after the EU-referendum using the
word ‘Brexit’ in their titles. This keyword was chosen after several tests of other keywords
like ‘EU-referendum’ or ‘UK-referendum’. The appearance of unrelated articles has been
higher in these samples than it has been the case with ‘Brexit’ and it is also used more
balanced on all three news platforms in comparison to the other tested keywords.
According to this, the sample of the framing analysis consists of the timeframe 2016-0624 to 2016-12-31 and includes in total 320 articles, with 209 articles for DW, 53 articles
for F24 and 58 articles for AJE (see Appendix B: List of articles). Throughout this thesis,
each sample for each news platform is addressed, too. This is important for the
comparison between DW, F24 and AJE that is attempted. The sample for the Critical
Discourse Analysis is a random sample which is constructed out of the Framing Analysissample. To be able to examine the articles more in-depth and discuss it extensively, the
amount of six articles is considered as sufficient and productive. The chosen articles are
relatable to two generic news frames that have been applied in the Framing Analysis and
appeared to be productive for the in-depth investigation. Moreover, all six articles are
from the first day of the media coverage about Brexit that has been included in the already
described sample of the Framing Analysis. The choice of articles relies even more on the
results of the Framing Analysis and the motivation behind it is described in detail in the
beginning of the results section of the Critical Discourse Analysis.

4.2. Methods
The methodological choices for the proposed research are highly related to the nature of
the material. As it was already presented in the last chapter, these choices shaped the
theoretical framework of the whole study; one can say that it is a mutual relationship
between method and theory that effected the now to-be-presented study. The following
sections present each methodology as it has been worked out and applied. Important are
the related research question(s) that were asked in accordance to the given method. The
first two research questions are related to each of the two methods in use and the third
research question is an addition that is used to make the analysis and the discussion of
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the results even more concise and comprehensible. This third research question is
therefore combining the results of the first two:
3. What differences and similarities in frames and discourse occur between DW,
F24 and AJE?

4.2.1. Framing Analysis
With the use of quantitative Framing Analysis, the aim is to get an extensive overview on
the media material that has been published. With the interrogation of the appearing news
frames one gets to know how the issue Brexit has been covered in the media, hence a
better understanding of the media representation of Brexit on the three media platforms
DW, F24 and AJE can be gained. In accordance with this aim, the set of research questions
goes as it follows:
1. a) How are articles about Brexit framed on the transnational media platforms
Deutsche Welle, France 24 and Al Jazeera English?
b) Is there an association between frame and scope of the article?

One could say that this research question appears quite descriptively and with the
quantitative nature of the method in use this seems even more fitting. However, by using
this kind of Framing Analysis, it seems adequate to say that the answer to this question
still stays interpretative to some degree, especially when it comes to the analysis of the
results.
As the important theoretical perspectives on frames have already been presented in
the last chapter, at this point only a brief presentation of the understanding of frames in
academic research is necessary. As Entman (1993) explains it: “[F]raming essentially
involves selection and salience. To frame is to select some aspects of a perceived reality
[…], to promote a particular problem definition, causal interpretation, moral evaluation,
and/or treatment recommendation for the item described” (Entman 1993:52). To this
study, it is also important to see that “[T]he same news event can, as media scholars would
put it, be framed in different ways” (Allern 2014: 1). By considering this, the question of
how one event is ‘chosen’ to be framed in the different contexts of different media
platforms is important to get a better understanding of the event and its meaning in public
life. Following these kinds of statements in framing theory, the actual conduction of the
Framing Analysis relies on content analysis in the sense that it is understood as “[...] any
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technique for making inferences by objectively and systematically identifying specified
characteristics of messages” (Holsti 1969: 14). Types of inferences that are attempted to
obtain, relying on Ole R. Holsti (1969), is the description of characteristics of
communication related to the topic Brexit and the conclusions that can be drawn from this
set of collected data. Since the interrogation focuses on one specific ‘political event’, a
common topic in each news item, it is seen as productive to rely on generic news frames
for the conduction of the analysis (De Vreese et al. 2001: 110). More specifically, this study
relies on five predefined, generic news frames that turned out to be dominant, relying on
previous research about the framing of political issues (e.g.: Allern 2014, De Vreese et al.
2001, De Vreese 2005). Those five frames that are regularly used by media organisations
are: (see Appendix A: coding sheet, for more detailed definition of each frame)
-

Conflict frame

-

Human-interest frame

-

Economic consequences frame

-

Morality frame

-

Responsibility frame

While applying them, one follows a deductive approach as it is presented by Semetko and
Valkenburg (2000), since it “[…] involves predefining certain frames as content analytic
variables to verify the extent to which these frames occur in the news” (Semetko and
Valkenburg 2000: 94). Each article has been read completely and the whole news story is
assigned to one out of the five generic news frames or if not at all applicable it is
categorised as ‘undefined’. Although there might appear hints to various news frames
throughout the whole news story, the most dominant one is significant to the results. One
example of the coding process, where more than one frame appeared and the dominant
one has been assigned, can be found in Appendix C. The assigned frame is the humaninterest frame, since the whole article represents the subjective opinion and feelings of
the author about Brexit. However, throughout the article traces of for example the
responsibility frame and the conflict frame can be detected (Appendix C, green marks in
the text). In the beginning of the coding process a dominance of the conflict frame was in
the offing which motivated the decision to also code the nature of the conflict that is
depicted in the article. Three categories were constructed to describe the given conflict
either as of political, economic, and social/cultural nature. The advantage of this way of
conducting the Framing Analysis is seen in the predetermined conditions for the coding
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process and the results are expected to be more clear and comprehensible. Overall it is
considered productive to apply these generic news frames in a cross-national
comparative research, as this has not been done by now (De Vreese 2005: 56).
Additional to the variable of the frame, a second variable was considered
interesting in this examination: the scope of the article. There are two pre-defined subcategories for the scope, which are ‘national’ and ‘international’. This variable categorizes
the complete news story and with this the aim is to find out whether the news stories
about Brexit are presented as concerning merely one country or rather more. If a national
scope was found in the article, the related country of the given national-focus was
captured, too. A potential critique could be that it is a kind of step away from the frame
itself. Nevertheless, one can argue that the scope is somewhat inherent in ‘news framing’
and just puts an additional layer to the investigation. Since the news platforms are
considered as transnational, the implementation of this second variable helps to reflect
on this ‘transnational’ character on the level of each news story. This has not been found
similarly in other Framing Analysis-studies before. Nevertheless, the framework of this
master thesis is considered as suitable for such a test of possible associations of variables
that have not been included so far.
Finally, the question of consistency needs to be addressed in this section. Since the
given method relies on content analytical procedures, Hansen and Machin’s remark is
applicable: “Reliability [in content analysis] is essentially about consistency […]” (Hansen
and Machin 2013: 108). For the given study, intra-coder reliability (Hansen and Machin
2013: 108) has been chosen to guarantee reliability. A part of the sample has been coded
before, during a pilot-project and the results were compared to each other (see Appendix
B, list of articles, 24 articles, marked green). The intra-coding resulted in a concordance
between the results from the pilot-project and the given study.

4.2.2. Critical Discourse Analysis
For the research design of this thesis it is productive to include another level of analysis
which is more in-depth. The quantitative Framing Analysis deals with a sizable number of
articles and with the representation of Brexit on a broader level. The second
methodological approach focuses on a reduced sample created out of the Framing
Analysis-material. The aim is then to highlight the smaller and less obvious elements
within individual news stories. This is a reaction to remarks from scholars like De Vreese
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(2005) who ask for “[…] future research [that] should specify the conditions under which
frames emerge and how they operate in public opinion formation” (De Vreese 2005: 60).
That means that on the one hand the choice of the second method and its qualitative
character is grounded in the omission of the Framing Analysis. On the other hand, news,
along with specifically political news, have often been understood as important examples
of public discourse (e.g.: Fowler 1991, Johnson-Cartee 2005, van Dijk 2009 …). This leads
the given study naturally to the tradition of Critical Discourse Studies. At this point it is
important to stress that within this tradition, the methodological approaches and
decisions are highly diverse. One needs to be specific about the method and the theoretical
stance, which for this study is defined in the following (Wodak and Meyer 2016: 5). This
section emphasises the theoretical and empirical parts of Critical Discourse Studies that
shaped the method that has been applied to the material of this study. Since the definition
of discourse has been presented in the last chapter, it is now crucial to work out how
important it is to look at texts and their inherent power, which is done impressively by
Fairclough (2003):
“Most immediately, texts can bring about changes in our knowledge (we can learn things from
them), our beliefs, our attitudes, values and so forth. They also have longer-term causal effects[.]
[…] In sum, texts have causal effects upon, and contribute to changes in, people (beliefs, attitudes,
etc.), actions, social relations, and the material world. […] [T]hese effects are mediated by meaningmaking” (Fairclough 2003: 8).

Having stated this importance of text and its power, it is however also essential to note
that: “CDA is not so much interested in language itself, but in the linguistic character of
social and cultural processes and structures” (Machin & Mayr 2012: 4). In this kind of
examination there are three concepts that need to be defined and highlighted: ‘the
critical’, ‘ideology’ and ‘power’. The definition of ‘the critical’ in the applied Critical
Discourse Analysis is to be critical about the choices of words that can be found in the
given material. But even more than that, Critical Discourse Analysis “[…] want[s] to
produce and convey critical knowledge that enables human beings to emancipate
themselves from forms of domination through self-reflection” (Wodak and Meyer 2016:
7). When it comes to the involvement of ‘ideology’, one needs to pay attention to
statements and wordings that are unquestioned and therefore veiled in everyday-live and
-beliefs (Wodak and Meyer 2016: 8) or in other words: “Dominant ideologies appear as
‘neutral’, linked to assumptions that remain largely unchallenged” (Wodak and Meyer
2016: 9). Lastly, ‘power’ is not only involved in the above mentioned ‘power of text’, but
also inherent power-relations are important to look at. Then it is interesting to draw
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attention to “[…] the way discourse (re)produces social domination, that is mainly
understood as power abuse of one group over others, and how dominated groups may
discursively resist such abuse” (Wodak and Meyer 2016: 9).
In more practical words, Critical Discourse Analysis as it is used in this master
thesis gives attention to “choices of words and grammar in texts in order to discover the
underlying discourse(s) and ideologies. A text’s linguistic structure functions, as
discourse, to highlight certain ideologies, while downplaying or concealing others”
(Machin & Mayr 2012: 20). Since it concerns socio-cultural structures within the given
discourse, the application of this method on the media material attempts to uncover how
Brexit is discursively presented. Thus, the more striking features are worked out and
inherent interrelations between the main concept ‘Brexit’ and others which are connected
to social and political developments are highlighted. Following this, a relationship
between the so-far described basis of the applied Critical Discourse Analysis and
contemporarily developed methodological work in Critical Discourse Studies can be
established. Therefore, the work of Krzyżanowski (2016a, 2016b) will be included to a
certain degree. He argues that “the increasingly conceptual nature of discourse”
(Krzyżanowski 2016a: 309) has emerged in current media discourse and that this
discourse is also “increasingly fragmented” (Krzyżanowski 2016b: 257). In reaction to
that the focus lies on the “conceptual elements” (Krzyżanowski 2016a: 309) that can be
found in the texts. This specific focus on inherent “social and political and indeed abstract
concepts” (Krzyżanowski 2016a: 309) is considered as enriching the given analysis.
However, the actual methodological approach that is suggested by Krzyżanowski (2016a,
2016b), will not be applied in the interest of an examination that can still be sensitive to
word choices and decisions throughout the text. In accordance with these descriptions,
the set of research questions goes as it follows:
2. a) How is Brexit discursively presented in the articles that are assigned to the
conflict frame and the human-interest frame?
b) Which political concepts are in use and how are they implemented?
Considering the qualitative nature of the given method, six articles out of the bigger
sample of the Framing Analysis were examined (see Appendix D, list of articles of CDA).
Hereby, the choice fell on three articles that are assigned to the conflict frame and three
articles from the category of the human-interest frame. This means that from each news
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platform one article of the conflict frame and one article of the human-interest frame is
included. This decision is based on an evaluation of all the articles that have been screened
throughout the Framing Analysis. As it is shown in the results section of the Framing
Analysis, the dominant frame of the total sample is the conflict frame which is why the
choice fell on three articles from this category. The articles of the human-interest frame
are considered as productive for this investigation, since they are open in presenting one
subjective opinion about Brexit. The impression has emerged that the two more dominant
frames, the conflict and the economic consequences frame, are basically telling the same
stories about the same events on each of the three included news platforms. The
advantage of looking at the articles of the human-interest frame is therefore the
presumable diversity of inherent topics and concepts that are presented as connected to
the issue ‘Brexit’.
Furthermore, all six articles are the first ones of their assigned frame that were
published at the 24th of June 2016, which was the day after the actual EU-referendum. This
decision is also rooted in the results of the preceding Framing Analysis, since the media
output on all news platforms was at its peak right after the June referendum. Each article
was approached individually and the inherent specifics that seemed to be interesting and
important to the discourse around Brexit were considered. They are discussed and
analysed in the results chapter. Some examples of general aspects that are in focus in these
examinations are ‘the way of addressing the issue`, ‘the meaning of Brexit and what it
stands for’, ‘inherent implications of power’, and ‘discussed and mentioned concepts that
are presented as related to Brexit’.

4.2.3. Limitations of methods
After the presentation of the research design of this study, it is important to point out the
involved limitations that evolve with the two certain methodological approaches that are
used in this investigation. When it comes to the conducted quantitative Framing Analysis,
the nature of most quantitative methods must be highlighted as one shortcoming. While
one is able to include a large amount of e.g. articles in the interrogation, the actual results
stay rather at the surface. This is the case when it comes to the five generic news frames
that are used in this study. The categorisation into one certain news frame out of the
limited five cannot incorporate all the inherent smaller implementations within one news
story. However, since this study is the first one that considers the media representation
of Brexit in the context of transnational news platforms, it was necessary to acquire a first
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extensive overview. The assumptions that are drawn from the conducted results further
limit the study. Hansen and Machin (2013) discuss this in relation to content analysis,
which is related to the method at-hand. They emphasise that one needs to be aware of the
fact that any frequently occurring element is not automatically the most pressuring thing
that people relate to the given topic (Hansen and Machin 2013: 89). Therefore, the
explanatory power of the results and analysis of them must be reasonably evaluated,
which in the case of this study is done by the use of the second method.
A different kind of shortcoming can be found in the second method with its
qualitative characteristics. It is necessary to state that the Critical Discourse Analysis is
not as reliable and valid as the Framing Analysis, since it is interested in individual
occurrences in particular news stories. Nevertheless, it is important to get a closer look at
the material to understand the embedded implications in the articles. Such implications
would rather ‘fall through the cracks’ in a quantitative examination, although they are
very enlightening and meaningful and therefore not omittable, if one aims for a
comprehensive understanding of a certain issue. A different kind of limitation is pointed
out by Wodak and Meyer (2016), when they write: “What is rarely reflected in this
understanding of critique is the analyst’s position itself” (Wodak and Meyer 2016: 7). By
referring to Pierre Bourdieu, they are emphasising the fact that research and science,
together with the critic that emerges out of academic investigation “can by no means draw
on an outside position but is itself well integrated within social fields” (Wodak and Meyer
2016: 7). This is a quite philosophical critique on the whole tradition of Critical Discourse
Studies and it is considered useful to make this limitation visible, even though it is
inevitable by applying this kind of methodology. The same goes for a bias that needs to be
addressed in this section, too. By using a qualitative method like Critical Discourse
Analysis, it is important to reflect on the subjectivity in interpreting the given material.
Naturally, some aspects will be highlighted more than others, which is related to personal
characteristics, such as in the case of this master thesis, being under the age of 30, being
no English native-speaker and being a lifelong EU-citizen (Creswell 2009: 192). This is
also related to the undefined end-point of such an analysis. There is always more to
analyse and interpret, however one needs to decide and focus on the aspects considered
most important and productive. For the given study, this means more precisely that for
example not all specific word choices were examined in-depth to the benefit of inherent
quotes and the people that ‘are speaking’ in the articles.
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5. Results and Discussion
In this chapter, the conducted results of the Framing and Critical Discourse Analysis are
presented. Firstly, the results and the specifics of both are depicted in two separate
sections. For the Critical Discourse Analysis section, it is obvious that the depiction and
discussion is intertwined and not separable. However, in a closing section, the results will
be discussed and set in relation to each other to present the results that the study as a
whole can offer according to the thesis’ aim to get a better understanding of the media
representation of Brexit on transnational news platforms.

5.1. Framing Analysis
Before it is possible to present and evaluate on the actual results of the conducted
quantitative Framing Analysis, it is important to discuss the sample itself beforehand. The
total of 320 articles has been included in the analysis, however, the percentage
distribution of the whole sample is quite unbalanced and must therefore be highlighted.
While the articles of DW represent 65,31% of the whole sample, F24 with 16,56% and AJE

Sample for Framing Analysis
18,13%

(Figure 1). These percentages show a
big difference in the number of articles

Deutsche Welle
France24
Al Jazeera English

16,56%

with 18,13% have a far smaller share

65,31%

that have been published within the
same timeframe on the three different
news platforms. This means that the
topic ‘Brexit’ has been discussed a lot

Figure 1 Sample for Framing Analysis

more frequently in articles on DW than

on F24 and AJE. First of all, this precondition leads to the assumption that the issue has
been considered as more important by DW than by the other news platforms. However,
one is not able to state the reason for the given outline of the sample validly, since it could
for example simply root in different ways of signposting in headlines. As already unfolded
in the description of the material, other possible keywords were tested to create another
sample, but have been found insufficient. Yet, the sample is considered productive,
specifically in light of the distribution over time (Figure 2). In the beginning of the time
frame of this study, more precisely in the end of June, between 30%-53% of the articles
from each sample of the news platforms have been published. After June, the amount
decreases frequently from month to month, with only a slight increase on DW in October
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and on F24 and AJE in November. This shows a congruency in the distribution over time.
However, the distribution over time on DW must be highlighted as the most balanced one
(Figure 2, blue graph).

Distribution over time - DW, F24, AJE
50,00%
40,00%
30,00%
20,00%
10,00%
0,00%

Deutsche Welle

France24

Al Jazeera English

Figure 2 Distribution over time - DW, F24, AJE

For now, this is all that seems necessary to include in the given results-section, to
unfold all relevant aspects about the given sample as a whole and with that the three
samples for each news platform. The following examination of the media representation
of Brexit builds on these general characteristics.
By looking at the results of the quantitative Framing Analysis, the research
question can be answered and the discussion of the results should add an even more
complex layer to gain a better understanding of the media representation of Brexit. To
begin with, the evaluation of the main frames that are appearing in the samples of each
news platform is presented and with that research question 1 a) is addressed:
a) How are articles about Brexit framed on the three transnational media platforms
Deutsche Welle, France 24 and Al Jazeera English?
The three following figures illustrate the distribution of the main frames per news
platform (Figure 3, 4 and 5). Each figure is described and in a second step the significant
similarities and differences between the results of the three news platforms are discussed.
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The distribution of the main frames for the sample of the articles on DW is mostly
based on the appearance of three frames: conflict, economic consequences and humaninterest. The dominant frame is the conflict frame with 55,02%, followed by the economic
consequences frame with a share of 22,97% and the human-interest frame with 14,83%.
(Figure 3). Accordingly, DW shows more balanced results in comparison to the results of
the other two news platforms. For F24 there are two most common main frames, the
conflict and economic consequences frame. While the conflict frame represents 66,04%
of all the articles from the F24-sample, the economic consequences frame constitutes
18,87% of it (Figure 4). The results of the AJE-sample also show two frequently appearing
frames: the conflict and the human-interest. Here the conflict frame constitutes 55,17%
and the human-interest frame is represented with 27,59% (Figure 5).
It becomes obvious from the screening of the percentage distribution of all three
news platforms that there is a dominance of one frame in each of the presented samples:
the conflict frame. In all three samples, it represents more than 55% of the articles about
Brexit. As described by Semetko and Valkenburg (2000), the conflict frame is given, if
“[T]he topic is mainly described and discussed in the framework of a conflict between
individuals, groups, or institutions as a means of capturing interest” (Semetko and
Valkenburg 2000: 95). Since such a definition is quite broad, the result of the Framing
Analysis certainly has its limits in depicting the actual topics and involved parties of the
conflict that is reported about. Nevertheless, the results show that the media
representation of Brexit on DW, F24 and AJE presents the issue ‘Brexit’ with putting
emphasis on evolving tensions and the conflictual potential that can be related to the
topic. Throughout the Framing Analysis the nature of the conflict that is discussed in the
article has been coded, too. The predefined variables political, economic and
social/cultural can be viewed in the Coding Sheet (Appendix A) and the exact percentages
of the outcome are provided in Appendix D on Table 1, 2 and 3, where the different
occurrences are listed. The results show that the most frequent appearing conflict frame
can be categorised more specifically as ‘political’. That means that between approximately
65% to 85% of the articles that are associated with the conflict frame in each sample of
DW, F24 and AJE depict the given conflict in a political framework. Less frequently
occurring categories were defined as economic and social/cultural. This outcome is not
surprising, as it has been recognized in academic research “that discussion in the news
between political elites often reduces complex substantive political debate to overly
28

simplistic conflict” (Semetko and Valkenburg 2000: 95). Yet, it is slightly surprising that
AJE does not put more emphasis on the social/cultural facet of ‘the conflict(s)’ around
Brexit in comparison to DW and F24, precisely because they proclaim on their website to
be “[…] the voice of the people.” (AJE, website). The results of AJE-sample have a slightly
higher percentage distribution, which is however not relatable to remarks by scholars
from the field of media and communication studies that state that AJE is “[…] often said to
be challenging the ‘hegemony’ of global news outlets based in the West […]” (Robertson
2015: 18). In the case of this study it is more valid to confirm the outcome of studies such
as from Figenschou (2010), which abridgedly describe that “AJE potentially does provide
a contra-flow, but at the same time incorporates ‘political bias’ which characterises
mainstream international news (Figenschou 2010: 85)” (Bebawi 2016: 77f).
After evaluating the dominating news frame, the examination of the other two
frames that also emerge more frequently on the three news platforms is required. First,
the economic consequences frame is discussed and then the human-interest frame is
considered.
While for both, DW and F24, approximately a quarter of each sample represents
the economic consequences frame, there are only 8,62% of it in the AJE-sample. The
different national roots of the news platforms are considered to be the driving force
behind it. DW and F24 are examples of transnational news platforms from Europe.
Furthermore, their countries of origin, Germany and France, are members of the EU which
seems to make a difference, particularly in light of the economic consequences frame. To
be able to promote a German or French perspective for the readers, the economic aspects
of Brexit cannot be omitted. The European single market is often promoted as ‘the’
prominent part of the EU. Therefore, it is not surprising that Brexit’s relation to it and the
(possible) effects on the economic relations to other countries seem to be more important
to discuss for DW and F24 than for AJE. Hence, it is not only the already mentioned ‘contraflow’ of AJE but in general the national context of the articles that makes the difference
between the given examples.
The results of the human-interest frame show a higher percentage distribution for
AJE than for the other news platforms. This is not surprising, but as previously discussed
more was expected just as it was the case with the social/cultural nature of articles of the
conflict frame. Interesting is nevertheless the quite high result of the human-interest
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frame on DW. It is the ‘third’ dominant frame of the DW-sample, which is exceptional since
the other two samples from F24 and AJE rely mainly on two.
It is necessary to reflect on the fact that the other two generic news frames of this
framing analysis, the morality and responsibility frame, have not been used prominently
throughout the media reporting on all three media platforms. One reason behind that
could be found in the uncertainty of the entire topic. While it may be possible to report
about it in relation to for example a certain conflict based on differing political lines, clear
statements on the responsibility and morality behind Brexit may be hard to formulate and
justify, precisely because actual effects and the actual ‘outcome’ of Brexit are still vague or
even unpredictable. Interesting is here that the most dominant frame from the study of
Semetko and Valkenburg (2000) is almost not at all present in the media representation
of Brexit on transnational news platforms. This indicates that the use of frames in national
news differs from the way transnational news is involved with frames. However, the
conflict and economic consequences frame were just behind the responsibility frame
(Semetko and Valkenburg 2000: 103), which displays still a common ground in a
comparison with the results between this study and the study of Semetko and Valkenburg
(2000).
Now the scope of the articles will be included in this discussion. The figures on the
left show the results of the examination of the scope of the articles. They were categorised
as either ‘national’ or ‘international’, depending on the implementation of one or more
countries throughout the news-story. The samples of DW and F24 are quite similar to each
other, in both examples the ‘international’-scope dominates with more than 65% (Figure

Scope - DW

6 and 7). Distinctly different is the result of
the AJE-sample. Even though it is almost
balanced out, there is a slight domination of

32,54%
67,46%

the ‘national’-scope with 53,45% (Figure 8).
These results show that there is again a
difference in the reporting about Brexit.

international
Figure 6 Scope, Deutsche Welle

national

While the European-examples, DW and F24,
depict the issue more as an international one,
AJE publishes more articles that stay in the
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framework of one individual country to

Scope - F24

discuss Brexit. This illustrates that it might be
more important in Europe, and even more as

34,62%

being rooted in an EU-member state, to

65,38%

promote the image of Brexit as something
that concerns not only e.g. the UK. To present
international

the topic as an international one opens up the

national

examination to many more connections that

Figure 7 Scope, France 24

can be drawn and discussed. This could make

Scope - AJE

the whole media representation of Brexit
more complex and multi-layered. However, it

53,45%

46,55%

can also be seen as a way of broadening up
the topic to be able to include various
relations and discuss them only superficially.

international

This is something that the following

national

qualitative examination of the Critical

Figure 8 Scope, Al Jazeera English

Discourse Analysis can appraise more.

Even though the transnational media coverage of the given samples is
proportionally higher than the national one, it is interesting that the issue ‘Brexit’ is
mainly discussed from a UK-perspective throughout articles with a national scope (Figure
9, 10 and 11).
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Figure 9 National Scope, Deutsche
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Figure 10 National Scope, France 24

97%
(UK) national

homeland

others
Figure 11 National Scope, Al Jazeera
English
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These results change the assessment of the previously presented results of the
scope of the articles. Since the national scope represents at the least a third of the whole
media coverage for each news platform, the focus lies a lot on the UK and therefore they
are limited to the aspects that are of concern in relation to this single country. Accordingly,
it is considered as insufficient to proclaim that the media coverage of Brexit on the news
platforms DW, F24 and AJE has a particularly international focus. It is important to state
that a remarkable percentage is ‘restrained’ to the perspective of the UK, which is quite
surprising, since all three news platforms are claimed to have a transnational focus on the
news they publish. Furthermore, it is interesting that DW stands out with the rather high
inclusion of a ‘homeland’-perspective (10%, Figure 9), which is distinctive compared to
F24 and AJE.
As a last part of the examination of the Framing Analysis results, the individual
frames are associated with the given scope and with that research question 1 b) is
addressed:
1. b) Is there an association between frame and scope of the article?
Through the evaluation of such associations it becomes visible whether the three news
platforms are using the same frames with the same scope, which would make the whole
result more complex and significant. Even more, due to the dominance of the conflict
frame, the overall mean values of the
Frame and Scope - DW
conflict frame
international
national
total

in %
67,83%
32,17%
100,00%

Table 4: Conflict Frame and Scope, Deutsche Welle

Frame and Scope - DW
economic consequences frame
international
national
total

in %
66,67%
33,33%
100,00%

Table 5: Economic Consequences Frame and Scope, Deutsche
Welle

Frame and Scope - DW
human-interest frame
international
national
total

in %
74,19%
25,81%
100,00%

Table 6: Human-interest Frame and Scope, Deutsche Welle

scope by news platform are highly
depending on the conflict frame-results.
Accordingly, it is important to look at
individual frame-scope associations more
closely. For DW it is significant that the
mean value for the scope of the entire
sample (Figure 6) comply with the results
for each dominant frame (conflict frame,
economic

consequences

frame

and

human-interest frame) (Table 4, 5 and 6).
This seems to be quite uncommon, as the
results of the F24- and AJE-samples show
some notable differences between the
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mean values (Figure 7 and 8) and the

Frame and Scope - F24
conflict frame
international
national
total

percentages for individual frames (Table
7, 8, 9, 10, 11 and 12). While the conflict
and

economic

consequences

frames

coincide with the mean value of the F24-

Frame and Scope - F24
economic consequences frame
international
national
total

frame in relation to the scope show a
quite opposite picture. Only 33,33% of

Frame and Scope - F24
human-interest frame
international
national
total

This means that the figure above (Figure
7), which depicts the overall percentages,
to the specifics of the human-interest

in %
70,00%
30,00%
100,00%

Table 8: Economic Consequences Frame and Scope, France 24

categorised as international (Table 9).

would be almost reversed when it comes

65,71%
34,29%
100,00%

Table 7: Conflict Frame and Scope, France 24

sample, the results of the human-interest

the human-interest articles from F24 are

in %

in %
33,33%
66,67%
100,00%

Table 9: Human-interest Frame and Scope, France 24

frame results. Such deviations from the mean value must be highlighted to conduct an
accurate picture of the given research material. Interesting in the same sense of deviation
from the mean value are the results of the AJE-sample. With the overall percentage
distribution of an international scope of 46,55% and a national scope of 53,45% (Figure
8), it is quite surprising that the percentages of the economic consequences frame and
Frame and Scope - AJE
conflict frame
international
national
total

in %
43,75%
56,25%
100,00%

Table 10: Conflict Frame and Scope, Al Jazeera English

Frame and Scope - AJE
economic consequences frame
international
national
total

in %
60,00%
40,00%
100,00%

Table 11: Economic Consequences Frame and Scope,
Al Jazeera English

Frame and Scope - AJE
human-interest frame
international
national
total
Table 12: Human-interest Frame and Scope,
Al Jazeera English

in %
62,50%
37,50%
100,00%

human-interest frame are both vice versa
with

approximately

60%

with

an

international scope. Throughout this
detailed examination of the results of the
Framing Analysis, it becomes obvious
that the media representation of Brexit
cannot be designated uniform and similar
in a comparison between the frame and
scope of the given three news platforms.
While the more broader results show at
least a difference between the European
and non-European examples, the more
detailed examination made it visible that
the

European

examples

diverge
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significantly, too. This means that in an examination that is focusing on a possible
association between the scope and the frame of the articles, scope-frame associations
were not prominently inherent. However, one congruency was found in the economic
consequences frame. This frame is associated with the international scope in all three
news platforms with at least 60% (Table 5, 8 and 11).
The presented results offer a broader picture of the media representation of Brexit.
The so far presented justified and reliable numbers are significant to this master thesis’
aim and they are therefore discussed more extensively in the discussion part of this
chapter. Then, the results of the Critical Discourse Analysis, which have been presented
by then, can be put in relation to each other.

5.2. Critical Discourse Analysis
The results of the qualitative Critical Discourse Analysis are presented in the context of
the assigned frames. First, the three articles of the conflict frame and secondly the three
articles of the human-interest frame are discussed.

5.2.1. Articles of the conflict frame
For the three articles of the conflict frame it can be stated that they all put emphasis on
different issues and perspectives. The DW-article focuses on comments and opinions that
come from the “world”, outside the UK (e.g. from the United States and Germany). The
article from F24 is more limited to the evaluation of the relationship between Britain and
the EU, while prioritising the EU’s side. The third article on AJE depicts the discrepancy
between the two camps within the UK and with that the focus lies more on Brexit in
relation to Britain.
Interesting is here the way the ‘news about Brexit’ are addressed in the articles, which
becomes apparent by the chosen headlines. On the one hand the articles from DW and F24
are both headlined with a reference to an uncertainty and on the other hand the headline
of the AJE-article is rather unagitated and indifferent. The headline of the DW-article
(“World adjusts to Brexit vote after initial shock”) makes it very clear from the beginning
that Brexit is something that the entire “world” must deal with and even “adjust” to.
Furthermore, the use of the word “shock” puts emphasis on an understanding of Brexit as
something dramatical. The headline of the article from F24 (“What now after Brexit?”) is
a bit more limited. However, formulating the headline as a question signals to the reader
that there is something still questionable and unclear. Additionally, the “what now”34

phrase is commonly used if there is a situation at hand that is at least to a certain degree
unexpected and it signals a helplessness related to its own fate. Different in this respect is
the headline of the AJE-article (“Brexit: Britain votes to leave the EU in historic divorce”).
It is basically telling the reader facts. In doing that, the headline refers to the outcome of
the referendum and simultaneously hints at the following parting of the UK with the EU.
Interesting is however the choice of the word ‘divorce’, which pictures the story around
‘Brexit’ as a family issue which is commonly connected to rather negative circumstances.
Striking here is the distanced perspective that is adopted, in comparison to the other two
headlines, where an involvement seems to be more present.
Significant in the three examples is the way the articles are composed. The articles on
DW and AJE rely a lot on direct quotation and the articles are built around those. Since the
article of F24 includes only one direct quotation, the text is suggestive of being rather
vague about everything. Even though the proposed aim of the article is to offer “answers
to key questions on what will happen next in Britain’s relation with the bloc”, much of the
article depends on expressions such as: “might (be)”, “if” and “is expected to”. Even more,
since the arguments that are made cannot be related to specific persons, formulations like
“some in the EU”, “many” and “some Brexit campaigners” can be found frequently. This
kind of formulations make the knowledge about Brexit seem once again vague and
unclear. Furthermore, the F24-article puts emphasis on the EU’s side. ‘Only’ “the EU is in
shock”, while Britain is not even mentioned in that context. Another aspect that relates
the discourse even tighter to the EU than to the UK is the only quote of the article. Since it
comes from an “EU official” this side of the story is more concise and trustworthy to the
reader.
In comparison to that, as mentioned before, the articles of DW and AJE use more
quotes and through that the reader gets to hear differing perspectives on the same issue
and with that the reportage about Brexit seems simpler, but mostly clearer. Quotes that
are used in news texts are even more important, as they emphasise the perspective of the
person that ‘gets to speak’. It is striking that in both, the article of DW and the one from
AJE, most quotes come from politicians.
In the DW-example, it emerges that most quotes are from quite recognisable
politicians such as Barack Obama and Angela Merkel. Their assessments and statements
can then be associated with the country they represent at that time. This appearance
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implies to the reader that Brexit is not only connected to the EU and Europe, but also for
instance to the U.S. Furthermore, emphasis is put on a German perspective, which is the
claim of the work of DW. Interesting is the last quote of the article that is only vaguely
relatable, since it is from “EU’s top officials”. Although it cannot be tracked down to certain
persons, it does however refer to the unity of the EU and that they are acting in the consent
of all the remaining 27-member states.
The article on AJE also uses quotes from politicians but all of those are quotes of
politicians from the UK. They depict the opinions from the two opposing camps of leaveand remain-supporters. Here the reader get hints in small wordings, such as the “tearful”
talk of the now-former Prime Minister David Cameron, while the leave-campaigner Nigel
Farage speaks “to loud cheers”. Through these implications, the differing atmospheres on
the opposing sides are presented subliminally along the way. Additionally, the evaluation
of one Al Jazeera-reporter on the Brexit-vote is included and offers a differentiated
consideration of what the meaning of the result of the referendum could mean. Only with
this quote the article begins to address rather concrete problematic aspects about the
outcome of the referendum and its outcome.
An issue that appears in all three of the articles are the effects that Brexit has in an
economic perspective. Although it is not addressed to the same extent in each article, the
economic perspective on the issue ‘Brexit’ brings up a more critical and concerned
association. In the DW-article the section about economic consequences has a clear
negative connotation. This is opposing to the attempted diplomatic attitude that is
provided in the other sections. The talk about “fears on economic stability”, “uncertainty”
and a general “negative outlook” establishes a rather pessimistic atmosphere to the
discourse. In the article of F24, the economic effect of Brexit is only briefly inherent by
pointing out that it would “hurt both sides’ economies”. The part about the economic
aspects in the AJE-article, is also distinct from the other parts within the article. There are
no quotes and only ‘hard facts’ are listed. Furthermore, the negative wording is also used,
as the following examples show: “the pound plunged”, “Sterling crashed” and “oil prices
fell sharply”. Important to mention is here again the position of the section in the article.
While the article’s structure presents the various perspectives within a kind of dialogue,
it ends with the economic section and therefore with the negative connotation to the
whole discourse.
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At last, the focus is laid on the involved political concepts that are presumably
increasing the abstract nature of the articles (Krzyżanowski 2016a, 2016b). It can be
stated that the inclusion of such concepts keeps the actual relation to the topic ‘Brexit’ on
the surface and leaves the connective part out. This can be seen for instance in the DWarticle, when the quote from Obama relates the topic ‘Brexit’ to the broad and complex
concept of globalisation. The quote says: “Yesterday’s vote speaks to the ongoing changes
and challenges that are raised by globalization”. The implementation of this concept could
be productive, however the quote itself does not communicate the specific relations that
can be drawn from ‘globalisation’ to ‘Brexit’. The article leaves this statement open,
without commenting it or narrowing it down to a certain context. One concept that can be
found in the F24-article is addressing the “eurosceptics inspired by the result in Britain”.
Here the concept of Euroscepticism is embedded, but since it is only mentioned once with
only one reference to an example from France the core of the connection to Brexit is not
implemented. The article on AJE presents another related concept to the Brexit-vote. It is
pointed out by the Al Jazeera-reporter that the vote should be understood as “an
enormous rejection of the political class”. Followed by this are more precise explanations
about the sentiment toward the actual aspects that are involved with the vote.
Associations to immigration, education and accommodation are presented, which offer at
least some basic connections to the reader to get along with the argument that has been
made. Furthermore, “a distrust of the authorities, a distrust of the establishment” is
addressed, which is related not only to the Brexit-vote and the UK, but to the “western
democracies”. Considering all three articles that have been discussed, it seems significant
that this last example of a conceptualisation within the media discourse is a kind of
exception in being more explanatory about the actual relation to the given topic. Then it
is also meaningful that this exception is relatable to a quote of the only non-politician that
is included in the analysed articles of the discourse about Brexit.
To sum up this investigation of the three conflict-frame articles from DW, F24 and AJE,
it is reliable to state that they represent three quite different ways of approaching the
issue ‘Brexit’. This is already visible in the different ways in which the articles are
addressing the issue by relating it either to the whole world or to a rather decimated
context. This divergence makes it visible that there is no congruent way of reporting about
Brexit. However, the use of quotes is something that can be found in each article. Although
the quantity of these quotations differs from article to article, the main arguments made
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by them rely on quotes of politicians. The impression evolves that the discourse is
something to be dealt with on a higher level, not on the profane citizen-level. This leads to
an unbalanced power relation within the discourse which gives more weight to the
political representatives than to the regular member of the public. By putting emphasis
on a perspective of the EU, other issues are more important and relatable than with a
perspective that is more related to the UK’s perspective. Considering the three articles,
the European-news articles both rely more on the EU-side and focus much more on that,
while the non-European-news article stays closer to the UK and their evaluation of the
strategy. Further, important is the dominance of the economic involvement in the
discourse, since this has been found in each article. The economic perspective on Brexit is
presented negatively or at least one could interpret it as critical. This economic side of the
discourse gives hints to an underlying neoliberalism that seems to be based on the
western capitalism. When it comes to the involved political concepts it can be stated that
each article uses other concepts to add more complexity to the discourse. The embedded
political concepts that can be found are: globalisation (DW-article), Euroscepticism (F24article),

the

rejection

of

the

political

class

and

the

distrust

of

the

authorities/establishment (AJE-article). Even though the article of AJE aims to do better,
it is valid to state for all three examined articles that the political concepts that are
presented as important and related to the discourse throughout the articles are not clearly
defined and discussed. Such a superficial definition results in a rather unspecific and
fragmentary media coverage.

5.2.2. Articles of the human-interest frame
It is striking that the way of reporting is quite different in a comparison between the
articles of the three human-interest frame articles. This diversity is already present in the
headlines of the three articles. The article from DW presents one subjective perspective
(“My personal view of the Brexit from Bonn”). The circumstance that a reporter who is a
UK-citizen wrote the article in Germany puts the focus more particularly on (the relations
between) the UK and Germany. The article’s bold headline signals that the article is a
personal voice of one individual. The headline of the F24-article is more descriptive and
presents one concise argument of the article already (“Brexit could be an opportunity for
Europe, if we know how to seize it”). What is striking is the positive connotation in direct
connection to the EU that is distributed through the usage of the word “opportunity”.
However, vague words like “could” and “if” reduce this positivity. Important is the
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difference between the headline and the text that follows. This difference can be found
exemplarily in the use of the word “we”. The feeling of belonging to one community that
handles a situation together is created, which is not once present in the text afterwards.
By looking at the headline from the AJE-article it becomes apparent that completely
different issues are addressed (“Brexit: A wake up call for the EU, but will it listen?). The
topic “Brexit” is interpreted as a “wake up call for the EU”, which signals to the reader that
the EU is currently asleep and is therefore not active. The second part of the headline is
formulated as a question and reflects on the ability of the EU to react on the issue of
“Brexit”. It presents a kind of scepticism towards the EU taking proper action.
The content and the structural features of the three human-interest articles are
also strikingly different. Exceptional within the given sample is the article from DW which
presents a highly emotional perspective. It is written just like a story, with the author as
the protagonist and the use of the first-person-view that establishes an even tighter
relation between the reader and the text. One gains insight into how the author processes
the decision for Brexit in an emotional way. The choice of words emphasises the
understanding of Brexit as something quite dramatical. Emotional vocabulary is used to
describe the direct reaction to the result. Expressions like “sickening feeling”, “petrified”,
followed by “shock” establish a negative underlying sentiment that is connected to Brexit.
Even more, she speaks about a “heavy weight”, a “somber mood” and refers to the feeling
“as if someone’s died”. This dramatic way of depicting the issue is furthermore visible
through reactions like “crying” and words like “heartbroken”, which comment on things
on a highly emotional level.
Both, the article from F24 and the one from AJE stand in contrast to this. They
discuss the issue “Brexit” in a more distanced and matter-of-fact way. Even though the
authors’ personal assessments of the situation surrounding Brexit is depicted, it is done
so by adapting a more neutral style of writing, which partially results in creating the
impression that ‘real facts’ are presented. In the article from F24 this can be found in the
way (presumed) effects of Brexit are discussed in sentences like “Scotland will once again
vote on whether to exit the UK” and “An England that is turned in on itself will have much
less interest for Americans”. In the AJE-article remarks like “in truth, the British people
were fed up with living under the yoke of Brussels” and “For many in the UK, the decision
to leave the EU was a no-brainer” create the same surface of a fact-based discussion
whereas it is still the personal evaluation of the reporter. The last reporting-style is
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considered more questionable than the one from DW. While the DW-article is clear about
the “personal view” that is inherent in the article, the other two articles are restrained in
being clear about individual opinions. Although the writing style in the AJE-article is
obviously very informal, the fact is still more ‘hidden’ that the subjective opinion is
presented than it is the case in the DW-article. The use of present tense throughout these
statements makes it hard for the reader to keep in mind that this is only the opinion of the
author.
Interesting in the human-interest articles are the different meanings that are
ascribed to Brexit. In the article from DW, Brexit is entitled a “political catastrophe” that is
going to change “the world”. This relation to a broader picture is dominant in the DWarticle. It is described that the media attention is very high and that reactions to Brexit
come “from every corner of the world”. Additionally, a German perspective is included.
The implementation of a German swearword, “Scheiße”, which is explicitly connected to
a “German in his 50s”, at least creates the impression of a German perspective on Brexit.
A term that appears frequently is the word “sorry”, also in combination with an
“apologizing smile”, which evokes the impression that ‘others’ are sorry for her. Even
more, the author expresses the idea that she “feel[s] like the one that should be
apologizing”. The referendum’s result is therefore depicted as a failure and an error which
is something to apologize for or to be sorry for.
In contrast to this, the article from F24 illustrates the issue ‘Brexit’ more from an
EU perspective. The article depicts how “Brexit is a victory for clarity” and tries to
highlight the advantages that evolve through it. Even though there are some implications
that hint at the fact that the UK is going to have some problems rooting in Brexit, the article
emphasises the understanding of Brexit as “an opportunity for Europe to finally become
a political and social union”. This gives the impression that it is not of importance whether
“the UK first had to commit suicide in order to regain its ‘independence’”, since “they’ve
survived much worse”. Of importance however seems to be the future of the EU, or as it is
frequently used in the article even the future of Europe. This is also emphasised through
the placement of such comments about the future of Europe in the end of the article.
The article on AJE presents yet another understanding of Brexit and highlights the
position of the EU as a problematic aspect that contributed a lot to the actual result of the
referendum. Noteworthy is here the positive way of discussing the consequences of Brexit
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for the UK, while the position of the EU is depicted as highly problematic. This can be
found in statements about the UK that “far from a vote for simply leaving the EU, Brexit
means the UK is rejoining the world” and “the UK now has a once-in-a-generation
opportunity to show that life can flourish outside the EU”. As opposed to that, the remarks
about the EU state that “in the EU, it cannot be business as usual” and even proclaiming
an “undemocratic path” that the EU has taken. Interesting is also how the article deals
with economic aspects that are seen in connection to Brexit. The author expects from the
EU that it should be more than only a big common market. However, the actual positive
remarks about the UK’s independence are only connected to economic aspects like
highlighting that the UK has the “fifth-largest economy”, which is contradictory to his own
expectation from the EU.
By following these described ‘meanings’ of Brexit, the difference in defining the
problem surrounding Brexit and discussing it appears interesting in a comparison
between the three articles of the human-interest frame. In the DW-article, the author
believes that in the case of Brexit the UK is actively doing the wrong thing, while the EU is
described as “arguably the greatest peace project in history”. Moreover, the action of
Britain is called “selfish” and it is stated that “the UK population killed off their own
country”, “turning their backs on a union that was 43 years in the making” and “closing
the door on the EU”. In the F24-article, it is shown that the EU is in the position of dispense
with the UK, since without them it will eventually be possible that there is progress and
improvement within the EU. In the article on AJE the incisive argument is that Brexit is
just one symptom that must be traced back to frightful grievances within the EU.
Therefore, the problem lies on the end of the EU and the UK is seen as the one who tries
to protect its own power and sovereignty.
This last remark of the AJE-article already hints at the involved concepts that are
associated with Brexit. To start again with the inherent concepts of the DW-article, it can
be stated that there are no fundamental concepts brought in connection with Brexit
throughout the whole article. There are only brief remarks about “Europe’s right wing
populist” and an even briefer remark about “the democratic right to vote”. However, these
presented remarks are not even considered as implications of bigger concepts to the issue
‘Brexit’. In the article on F24 it is somehow just the opposite to the absence of concepts in
the DW-article. It can be entitled as a ‘concept-dropping’ in the rear part of the article.
They are almost presented as a list of related topics that need to be considered in an
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examination of Brexit: “populism and nationalism”, “euro-enthusiasm”, “euroscepticism”,
“federalism” and “integration”. Here again, no clear definitions of these concepts can be
found and even more no explanations about the exact relation to Brexit. It creates the
impression that these concepts are used to broaden the entire discourse and seem more
complex, whereas it adds almost nothing to the actual content of the article. In the AJEarticle, the concept of “populism” is mentioned briefly in a discussion of the reason behind
the referendum’s result. However, the term can already be found in the sub-headline of
the article, which makes it possible to see it as a kind of keyword. Later in the article
another concept is only mentioned and not discussed: “the forces of globalisation”. There
are no more descriptions of these forces and what exactly they affect. A bit clearer is the
involvement of the concept of “the supremacy of the nation state”, which is used to explain
another understanding of Brexit and how the population of the UK should be understood
by making this decision. Related to this concept, “the sanctity of national sovereignty” is
mentioned as well. Although these concepts are explained briefly in this case, it must be
mentioned that still no concept is adequately defined or discussed in any of the articles.
In a short summary of the aspects that were found throughout this analysis of
articles of the human-interest frame, first the differing reporting styles are quite
remarkable. Secondly, the meaning of Brexit and the degree of consequences for various
involved parties are presented differently in the three articles. This leads to a disparate
impression of the topic ‘Brexit’ itself and shows that there is not one common way to
report about it, not even in a European context. The same thing can be stated about the
way the articles are problematising Brexit. Brexit stands for the wrong-doing of the UK,
while on the other extreme the EU and its ‘entrenched’ procedures are presented as the
problem. This divergence in defining the problem itself is a reference to the unclarity that
surrounds the topic ‘Brexit’ and therefore also its media representation. When it comes
to the involved concepts, the way of implementing them in the text stays the same as it
has been found in the articles of the conflict frame: superficial and vague. Involved
political concepts are: Populism (DW-, F24-, AJE-article), Nationalism (F24-article), Euroenthusiasm (F24-article), Euroscepticism (F24-article), Federalism (F24-article),
Integration (F24-article), Globalisation, the sanctity of national sovereignty (AJE-article).
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5.3. Discussion of Results
After the presentation of the individual results of each methodological approach of this
study, it is important to examine and reflect on the findings in direct relation to the
proposed aim of this master thesis and its research question sets, to get a better
understanding of the media representation of Brexit on transnational news platforms.
This section attempts to discuss the findings and additionally to examine how the results
of the two different methods complement each other by addressing said research aim.
Furthermore, similarities and differences in frame and discourse that were found
between the three news platforms are included in this discussion. With that, the third
research question of this study can be addressed, which is not done separately for the
benefit of clear connections to the discussed aspects.
Before discussing the results, it is important to take a brief look back at the
theoretical framework of this study to assure the possibly best understanding of the
results. Since a considerable part of the theory is directly related to the applied methods
of this study and therefore also embedded in the basis of the framework, it is most
important to reflect on the established social constructionist point of view in relation with
the theory that surrounds the media discourse. It is understood that social constructed
discourse distributes meaning through media channels, which connects the media
discourse with the public discourse (Johnson-Cartee 2005, Fowler 1991). In the case of
this study, the media discourse surrounding Brexit is of importance and examined under
the consideration of media power (Freedman 2014) and the importance of transnational
communication (e.g.: Chalaby 2009, Brüggemann and Schultz-Forberg 2008 …). Until now
it became clear that the theoretical framework offers more a grounded consciousness in
which this study must be embedded rather than theoretical implications that are under
development. Nevertheless, each empirical study is productive considering the
theoretical framework it is connected to. Taking along this theoretical reminder, the
discussion of the results appears as follows.
The results of the Framing Analysis give answer to the first research question set
of this thesis:
1. a) How are articles about Brexit framed on the transnational media platforms
Deutsche Welle, France 24 and Al Jazeera English?
b) Is there an association between frame and scope of the article?
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By considering the first research question 1 a), the results of the Framing Analysis for each
news platform, more precisely the distribution of main frames, show a congruency for
DW, F24 and AJE. The dominance of the conflict frame is present in each sample of the
articles from DW, F24 and AJE. That means that the results of this study show that
throughout the media coverage about Brexit all three news platforms put emphasis on
evolving tensions and the conflictual potential of Brexit. With the coding of the nature of
the conflicts of articles in the conflict frame, one can state that most of these articles depict
political conflicts, rather than conflicts that are of economic or social/cultural nature.
Two other frames can be identified as more dominant: the economic consequences
frame and the human-interest frame. While the economic consequences frame appears
frequently in the samples of DW and F24, the human-interest frame can be found in the
articles on DW and AJE more often. On the one hand, this shows that the percentage
distribution of the economic consequences frame-articles is higher for the European
examples on DW and F24. This is one aspect that has been expected from the beginning of
this study. Since the economic bonds within Europe are tightly intertwined, the economic
consequences were expected to be more of interest to the European-news platforms than
to the non-European one. This turned out to be true for the sample of this study. On the
other hand, it becomes obvious that the media representation of Brexit on DW relies
mostly on three main news frames, while on F24 and AJE only two dominant frames can
be found. In this way, DW constitutes an exception in a comparison between all three news
platforms. This matches the assumption that was made in accordance with the discussion
of the whole sample. With the dominance of DW-articles, the unbalanced sample
suggested that a rather diverse appearance of frames can be found in the articles on DW.
By considering the scope of the articles, it can be noticed that there is a division
between the two European-news platforms and the non-European-news platform. While
the AJE-sample is more balanced than the other two samples, the percentage distribution
of the national scope is slightly more dominant. For DW and F24 it can be stated that more
articles belong to the international scope-category. These results show that it is more
important for the European-news platforms to present the topic ‘Brexit’ in a transnational
context and therefore as an interrelation between different countries. The non-European
example, AJE, keeps the scope more on a national level. The results of the scope show more
precisely that when it comes to the national scope of articles, almost all news stories
consider the perspective of the UK. This is why it can be stated more specifically that the
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articles on AJE put more emphasis on a UK-perspective. Another exception can be found
in the discussion of these results. It became visible out of the division of the articles with
a national scope that DW is the only one that offers a small but recognisable share of
articles with the ‘homeland’-perspective, a German perspective.
The answer to the research question 1 b) is addressed by putting the given frame
and scope of each article in correlation. Throughout the consideration of each framescope correlation it stands out that there is only one association that can be found
throughout the samples of DW, F24 and AJE. The economic consequences frame has often
been associated with an international scope, which leads to the conclusion that the
economic perspective is something that is mostly presented as an international issue on
transnational news platforms.
The second research question set has been approached by the Critical Discourse
Analysis. It was asked:
2. a) How is Brexit discursively presented in the articles that are assigned to the
conflict frame and the human-interest frame?
b) Which political concepts are in use and how are they implemented?
For the research question 2 a) at first the examination of the articles of the conflict frame
are discussed. The analysis brings up a difference between the articles of the European
news platforms and the non-European news platform. The articles of DW and F24 merely
direct the discourse in the direction of the EU and with that to topics that are of the bloc’s
concern. This becomes apparent by considering the position of the EU-statement and
discussion within the DW-article. The ‘EU-part’ is the closing section that rounds up the
entire article and shows the unity of the EU and its member states. That is supposedly the
remarkable part that the reader would take away after reading the whole article. In the
F24-article the emphasis on the EU perspective is present throughout the complete article.
In contrary to the division between European and non-European news platforms,
the Critical Discourse Analysis however found aspects that were inherent in all three
examined articles. On the one hand, it became visible that the media discourse about
Brexit is presented as highly political and ‘superior’. This finding is related to the fact that
the topic is presented as being the concern of very-well known politicians and therefore
more connected to an elite rather than to the general public. Furthermore, the quotes that
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are inherent in the discourse are mostly from political representatives than from regular
members of the public. The article on AJE provides the only example of a quote that is not
related to a politician but to a reporter, while the articles of DW and F24 rely on quotes
unexceptionally from politicians.
On the other hand, an evaluation of the economic effects of Brexit has been
included in all three articles of the conflict frame. This economic perspective has a
common way of depicting rather negative consequences of Brexit. This negative outlook
represents a congruency between DW, F24 and AJE, which could be read as a sign for a
more generic way of illustrate economic issues on transnational media.
To be able to answer the research question 2 a) sufficiently, the findings of the
Critical Discourse Analysis of the human-interest frame articles must be discussed. The
expectation of rather diverse perspectives was fulfilled. First, quite different ‘reporting’
styles were found and with that each article is regarded as different in addressing the
topic ‘Brexit’. While the DW-article stays on a highly emotional level, the other articles
from F24 and AJE try to connect with the reader in a different way. While the emotional
angle is very openly subjective, this can easily be overlooked in the other two articles.
Although the applied informal language can be understood as a hint to a subjective
opinion, it is perceived as problematic, since it could be the case that the reader would
understand the ‘matter-of-fact’ statements as a news reportage with proven facts about
the development around Brexit.
Second, the diverse nature of the media discourse about Brexit becomes visible
through the different meanings of Brexit that are formulated and with that also the
definition of the problem surrounding the issue ‘Brexit’ appears many-sided. This got
apparent through the different ways of setting Brexit in relation to either the world, the
EU or the UK. Furthermore, the different reporting-styles that focus on different related
issues like emotional or political factors show: there are multiple ways of addressing the
issue ‘Brexit’ in the media coverage about it. After the examination, it is legitimate to state
that no common way in transnational news media of approaching and understanding the
issue ‘Brexit’ has been found on DW, F24 and AJE. In three articles three different ways of
making sense of the topic have been included, which makes it more likely that in more
articles even more differing meanings can be found. This finding highlights an uncertainty
that surrounds the media discourse of Brexit from the beginning. As a reminder, such an
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uncertainty has also been the starting point of this master thesis, since the question of
what exactly is reported about in the news arose, while actual developments are yet to
come.
Lastly, research question 2 b) must be considered and the findings discussed. With
the focus on inherent political concepts a similarity between all six examined articles from
DW, F24 and AJE can be noticed. In each article, there is at least one political concept
mentioned. Although these political concepts were presented as involved in the media
discourse about Brexit, they stood at the surface of the discussion and were left undefined
and undiscussed. Often, even the actual connection to the topic ‘Brexit’ was unclear.
Moreover, it can be stated that there are rather different political concepts
presented, which results in the fact that no actual dominant concept was inherent that
could be labelled highly important to the media discourse about Brexit. However, there
are some similarities like for example populism which is appearing in three articles out of
all six analysed ones. Furthermore, globalisation is mentioned in one conflict-article and
one human-interest-article. Despite the occurrence of these similarities one cannot state
whether they are used and included in the discourse with the same understanding of the
concepts and out of the same reasons. This can be led back to the fact that each appearing
concept stays rather undefined and undiscussed.
What becomes apparent throughout the presented results of the two different
methodological approaches of the media material is that it is not possible to make general
statements about the media representation of Brexit on transnational media platforms.
Nevertheless, it is important to highlight that the results from the quantitative and
qualitative method offer some indications that can be used for a better evaluation of the
media representation about Brexit. For one thing, while looking back at the expected
outcome of this study, the results of the Framing Analysis are not supportive of the
expected difference between European and non-European examples. It became visible
that DW as one of the European news platforms represents an exception in reporting
about Brexit more often (publishing more articles, relying on three rather than only two
main frames, including the home country perspective). The results of the Critical
Discourse Analysis can be seen as more related to the expected outcome. For instance,
one article from AJE offered one exception in moving a rather political discourse to the
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ordinary life of the public. Moreover, the way of directing the discussion toward issues
around the EU was used distinctively by DW and F24 on the one and AJE on the other hand.
However, apart from these examples of exceptions and differences, it is striking
that the three news platforms and their representation of Brexit are more similar than
expected. There are always similarities between at least two news platforms and these
similarities cannot be grounded in the national roots of the given source. More precisely,
the underlying vagueness that seems to surround the media discourse about Brexit can
be found in multiple sections of this thesis’ results and are inherent in each sample of DW,
F24 and AJE.

6. Conclusion and Further Research
The given master thesis has attempted to get a better understanding of the media
representation of Brexit on three transnational media platforms. These conditions of the
study were grounded in an understanding of the issue ‘Brexit’ as a transnational one.
Additionally, the previous research on Brexit has been found insufficiently, since it is
limited to examinations of the media coverage before the EU-referendum and to rather
theoretical examinations of the topic instead of empirical investigations of (media)
material.
The first three chapters of this thesis set the ground for the conducted study and
the previous literature and discussed the theoretical implications of the study extensively.
Based on this, the empirical part of the study was presented and the research design and
the various decisions throughout the process of forming it was described. After the
clarification of the procedures for each of the two involved methodological approaches,
the results of the study were presented and discussed meticulously.
After the discussion of the results it became apparent that the study can argue for
a rather similar media coverage about Brexit on the three different transnational news
platforms than for a different one. Even though some differences were found, the results
of the Framing Analysis and Critical Discourse Analysis underline that there are congruent
aspects inherent on the three different news platforms. The findings show in this sense
that the two applied methods could enrich each other’s examinations. This has been
intended from the beginning on that the Critical Discourse Analysis as the second method
can shed light to the aspects that are omitted by the Framing Analysis.
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By evaluating specific contributions of this study, it is important to highlight that
no theoretical contribution was intended and achieved. More precisely, the contribution
of this study is mainly of empirical nature. The specific circumstances of the media
reporting about Brexit were investigated and the results of this study create a better
understanding of the media representation of Brexit on transnational news platforms. The
study gave an extensive insight in the media output of DW, F24 and AJE and with that it
provided a differentiated insight in three popular online-news providers from Europe and
outside of it. Apart from the empirical contribution, the implementation of new elements
in the tradition of Framing Analysis and Critical Discourse Analysis can partly be
understood as starting points of future methodological contributions within the field of
media and communication studies. With the inclusion of the scope of the articles in the
Framing Analysis a more complex nature of the analysis can be offered and this inclusion
came into being as a reaction to scholarly remarks about the necessity of getting a better
insight into the nature of dominant news frames (De Vreese 2005: 60). Especially the
tested correlation of frame and scope has at least brought up one interesting issue about
an international scope of articles assigned to the economic consequences frame. This
inclusion of the scope in the tradition of Framing Analysis is considered interesting and
furthermore it is suggested to be developed in further research.
This leads to the overall evaluation of this study and the possible empirical
implications that it sets for future research. In relation to this, it is necessary to reflect on
the chosen transnational media material. The choice fell on it since the previous research
was rather limited to the media output within the UK. Additionally, scholarly remarks
highlight the importance of transnational media in empirical studies. However, it is
legitimate to ask whether the step to transnational media platforms was too big. That is
why it could be suggested for future research to go back to national media output and
examine it empirically. In a second step, the data and results of the present study could be
used to compare national with transnational news output and see whether there are
significant differences or similarities.
Moreover, the actual material of the study could be overthought for future
research. Although the articles on online media platforms were considered as highly
productive for a study like the given one, it is interesting to take into consideration other
factors and aspects of the media representation of Brexit that could be included and
approached. One research object could be for example the public perception of Brexit. It
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is conceivable to have a look at the reactions on social media and follow certain hashtags,
related to Brexit.
Notwithstanding, the conducted study is in either way useful in giving an insight
in the complex and interesting topic ‘Brexit’. Furthermore, it shows that there is still a lot
to approach and make sense of by researchers of the field of media and communication
studies, not only in the sense that the actual ‘Brexit’ is yet to come, but also with the
relation to the media and its role in the development around Brexit and therewith Europe
together with its relation to the world. It always is important to screen such developments
and use academic tools to examine them and evaluate on the given circumstances in order
to offer new insights and perspectives.
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Krzyż anowski, Michał (2016a) “Recontextualisation of neoliberalism and the increasingly
conceptual

nature

of

discourse:

Challenges

for

critical

discourse

studies”. Discourse & Society, vol. 27(3): 308-321.

52

— (2016b) “Theories and concepts in critical discourse studies: Facing challenges,
moving beyond foundations”. Discourse & Society, vol. 27(3): 253–261.
Mattelart, Tristan (2009) “Globalization theories and media internationalization: a
critical appraisal” in Thussu, Daya K. (ed.), Internationalizing Media Studies:
Impediments and Imperatives. USA: Routledge.
Popescu, Oana L. (2015) "German Quality in the Service of a European Public Sphere?
An Analysis of the Deutsche Welle's European Journal program". Romanian
Journal of Communication & Public Relations, vol. 17(1): 7-21.
Reese, Stephen D., Gandy, Oscar H. & Grant, August E. (eds.) (2001) Framing Public Life:
Perspectives on Media and Our Understanding of the Social World. Mahwah, NJ:
Lawrence Erlbaum.
Robertson, Alexa (2015) Global news: reporting conflicts and cosmopolitanism. New
York: Peter Lang.
Seaton, Jean (2016) “Brexit and the Media”. The Political Quarterly, vol. 87(3): 333-337.
Semetko, Holli A. and Valkenburg, Patti M. (2000) “Framing European politics: A Content
analysis of press and television news”. Journal of Communication, vol. 50: 93–109.
Wodak, Ruth and Meyer, Michael (eds.) (2016) Methods of Critical Discourse Studies. 3rd
ed. London: Sage.

Online Sources:
Al-Jazeera English, 2017. About Al Jazeera English, About. Aljazeera.com. Available at:
http://www.aljazeera.com/aboutus/ [Accessed: 2017-05-09].
Campbell, Vincent, 2016. Referendum campaign broadcasts on television: A generational
clash? Available at: http://www.referendumanalysis.eu/eu-referendum-analysis2016/section-5-campaign-and-political-communication/referendum-campaignbroadcasts-on-television-a-generational-clash/ [Accessed: 2017-05-09].
Deutsche Welle, 2017. About DW, Profile. DW.com/en. Available at:
http://www.DW.com/en/about-DW/profile/s-30688 [Accessed: 2017-05-09].
France 24, 2017. About France 24, Company. France24.com/en. Available at:
http://www.france24.com/en/company [Accessed: 2017-05-09].
53

Hellman, Mikaela (2016) What’s in a Frame? Media Framing in the 2016 ‘Brexit’
Referendum, Master Thesis at Lund University. Available at:
http://lup.lub.lu.se/luur/download?func=downloadFile&recordOId=8873236&fi
leOId=8873243 [Accessed: 2017-05-20].
Levy, David A.L., Aslan, Billus, Bironzo, Diego (2016) UK Press Coverage of the EU
Referendum. Reuters Institute for the Study of Journalism. Available at:
https://reutersinstitute.politics.ox.ac.uk/sites/default/files/UK%20Press%20Co
verage%20of%20the%20EU%20Referendum_0.pdf [Accessed: 2017-05-20].
Independent, 2016-07-11. Theresa May says ‘Brexit means Brexit’ and there will be no
attempt to remain inside the EU. Available at:
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/theresa-may-brexit-meansbrexit-conservative-leadership-no-attempt-remain-inside-eu-leave-europea7130596.html [Accessed: 2017-05-20].

54

8. Appendices
Appendix A: Coding Sheet
Level 1
Coding
variable

descriptive variables
definition

predictable subcategories

source

The website on which
the articles are
published.

Deutsche Welle
(DW)

definition

France 24 (F24)
Al-Jazeera English
(AJE)
date

Date of the news article.

ID

ID for each article,
consisting of:
Source_number of
article of same
source_year-monthdate_number of article
on that date.
URL where the news
article can be found.

website
headline
news
section

e.g.:
DW_12_2016-0622_1

The headline of the
news article.
news section in which
this news article was
published.
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Level 2
Coding

frame and scope

variable

definition

predictable subcategories

definition

predictable subcategories

definition

main
frame

To which generic news
frame does the article
relate most? (If there is
more than one possible
relation to a frame, the
one that is more
connected to the
headline and entry of
the article should be
stated.)

conflict frame

The topic is mainly described and
discussed in the framework of a
conflict between individuals,
groups, or institutions as a means of
capturing interest. *

political

The given conflict is dominantly related
to political figures, institutions or
developments.

economic

The given conflict is dominantly related
to economic issues.

social/cultural

The given conflict is dominantly related
to social or cultural issues.

human-interest
frame

economic
consequences
frame
morality frame
responsibility
frame

The topic is mainly described and
discussed from an emotional angle
to the presentation of Brexit. It can
be presented in relation to a human
face, individual opinion, individual
story…. *
Reports the topic in terms of the
consequences it will have
economically on an individual,
group (union), institution, region, or
country. *
Puts the topic in the context of
religious tenets or moral
prescriptions. *
Presents the topic in such a way as
to attribute responsibility for its
cause (or solution) to either the
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government or to an individual or
group. *

undefined
scope of
the news
article

is the news articles
coverage limited to a
certain scope. Here the
largest mentioned
scope will be of
interest.

national

international

*all these definitions depend on the
generic news frames from Semetko,
Holli A. & Valkenburg, Patti M.
(2000). Framing European politics:
A Content analysis of press and
television news, Journal of
Communication, 50: 93–109.
If it is undecidable whether one of
the five generic news frames fits the
article.
the news story concerns only one
country and throughout the article
it is discussed in this national frame
(note the given country)

(UK) national

the news story concerns only the UK and
throughout the article it is discussed in
this national frame.

homecountry

the news story concerns only the
homecountry of the news platform it is
published on and throughout the article it
is discussed in this national frame
(Germany for DW, France for F24 and
Qatar for AJE).

other

the news story concerns only one country
(excluded: UK and the homecountries,
defined as depicted above) and
throughout the article it is discussed in
this national frame.

the news story concerns more than
one country and throughout the
article there is more than one
country discussed (note the given
countries)

57

Appendix B: List of Articles
Deutsche Welle
Source

Date

Link

Headline

DW

24.06.2016

DW

24.06.2016

DW

24.06.2016

World adjusts to Brexit vote
after initial shock
My personal view of the Brexit
from Bonn
Africa faces up to Brexit vote

DW

24.06.2016

DW

24.06.2016

DW

24.06.2016

DW

24.06.2016

DW

24.06.2016

DW

24.06.2016

DW

24.06.2016

DW

24.06.2016

DW

24.06.2016

DW

24.06.2016

DW

24.06.2016

DW

24.06.2016

DW

24.06.2016

DW

24.06.2016

DW

24.06.2016

DW

24.06.2016

DW

25.06.2016

DW

25.06.2016

http://www.dw.com/en/world-adjusts-tobrexit-vote-after-initial-shock/a-19355981
http://www.dw.com/en/my-personal-viewof-the-brexit-from-bonn/a-19353323
http://www.dw.com/en/africa-faces-up-tobrexit-vote/a-19354900
http://www.dw.com/en/spain-renews-claimto-gibraltar-in-wake-of-brexit-vote/a19353224
http://www.dw.com/en/how-british-starsreacted-to-brexit/a-19353273
http://www.dw.com/en/brexit-a-historicslap-in-the-face-for-us-foreign-policy/a19352745
http://www.dw.com/en/how-the-sportsworld-reacted-to-brexit/a-19352860
http://www.dw.com/en/gruffalo-artist-axelscheffler-on-brexit-im-shocked/a-19352759
http://www.dw.com/en/french-business-togain-from-brexit-but-frexit-menaces/a19352678
http://www.dw.com/en/martin-roth-onbrexit-me-first-mentality-spreading-througheurope-is-brutal/a-19352465
http://www.dw.com/en/curtice-manypeople-misread-the-polls-on-brexit/a19352317
http://www.dw.com/en/europes-right-wingeuroskeptics-laud-brexit-decision/a19351836
http://www.dw.com/en/opinion-brexit-iscultures-wake-up-call/a-19351929
http://www.dw.com/en/will-the-brexit-cutred-tape-or-weaken-green-laws/a-19335452
http://www.dw.com/en/merkel-calls-brexita-watershed-for-europe/a-19351720
http://www.dw.com/en/german-businessleaders-not-amused-by-brexit/a-19351709
http://www.dw.com/en/whats-next-in-theeu-after-brexit-vote/a-19351662
http://www.dw.com/en/after-brexit-vote-euchiefs-want-britain-to-leave-quickly-liveupdates/a-19348670
http://www.dw.com/en/stock-marketsplummet-following-brexit/a-19351596
http://www.dw.com/en/brexitindependence-is-back-on-the-agenda-inscotland/a-19356966
http://www.dw.com/en/scotland-seeksdirect-eu-talks-after-brexit-vote-as-ukpetitioners-call-for-law-change/a-19356721

Spain renews claim to
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Brexit
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on Brexit: 'I'm shocked'
French business to gain from
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pay for Brexit deception
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Dustmann: Brexit
campaigners 'did not hesitate
to lie'
Brexit makes UK cheaper and pricier - for EU citizens
UK's loss of access to single
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catastrophic'
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Germany, France, Italy: no
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expansion
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British police report over
6,000 hate crimes in month
since Brexit vote
Survey records a big Brexit hit
to UK's private sector
Has the public's initial postBrexit denial passed?
Brexit dominates G20 finance
summit in China
Ryanair profits rise, but Brexit
a headache
New PM May says UK will take
its time over Brexit
Will the Brexit save UK's
fishing industry?
French politician Michel
Barnier to head EU's Brexit
negotiations
Brexit raises questions on
Scotland’s role as
environmental champion
From Grexit to Brexit: Greeks
in Britain
HSBC earnings take a dive
amid Brexit woes
German expat politician in
Britain discusses why she
supported Brexit campaign
Brexit boosts UK flight
bookings
Scottish First Minister Nicola
Sturgeon talks Brexit in Berlin
Britain faces prospect of postBrexit recession
UK government pledges to
plug funding gaps after Brexit
Brexit could be pushed back
until 2019: report
Wait and see: Theresa May is
in no hurry on Brexit
German investors digest
Brexit shock
UK shoppers not shocked at
all by Brexit
Waiting game: Brexit fears
prompt more British
applications for German
citizenship
Shorter shifts for Opel
workers on Brexit vote
Merkel, Hollande and Renzi
meet in Ventotene to discuss
EU's post-Brexit future
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Italian warship plays host as
leaders discuss post-Brexit EU
Prince William begins
celebrations of North RhineWestphalia under Brexit cloud
UK Brexit blues drive New
Zealand dream
Post-Brexit, Calais refugee
camp remains critical
EU Commissioner Oettinger
'wouldn't bet big money on
Brexit'
Theresa May wants 'unique'
post-Brexit relationship with
EU
Brexit uncertainty leaves
'cream tea wars' on hold
Thousands march in antiBrexit protest in London
Post-Brexit, race inequality
rises in the UK
May: Brexit will hurt UK
economy
UK's Brexit minister warns of
risks to quick departure
London's V&A museum
director Martin Roth set to
resign, disappointed by Brexit
EU's Tusk tells British PM:
Start Brexit talks soon
UK minister: Brits might need
to pay to visit the EU after
Brexit
Visegrad Group of EU states
'could veto Brexit deal'
Bundesbank chief in Brexit
banking warning
British Prime Minister May
stresses continued
international cooperation
post-Brexit
Could e-residency offer a way
around Brexit?
Turkey minister criticizes
'anti-Turkish' Brexit rhetoric
during Boris Johnson visit
UK big business prepares for
post-Brexit exodus
UK 'will oppose any idea of EU
army' despite impending
Brexit
UK PM to begin Brexit process
before German election
Brexit high on agenda at Tory
party conference
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Britain faces Brexit
'rollercoaster,' UK finance
minister says
UK PM Theresa May sets out
elements of Brexit strategy in
Conservative party speech
Pound hits 31-year low after
May moots 'hard Brexit'
May doubles down on
immigration control in Brexit
deal
London university claims its
foreign academics barred
from consulting on Brexit
European industry recovers
from Brexit shock
Northern Ireland's courtroom
Brexit battles
Banks warn of Brexit
uncertainty as pound slide
continues
Tesco takes Marmite off
virtual shelves amid Brexit
price hikes
Scottish nationalists huddle to
talk Brexit, independence
Brexit dispute over
parliamentary vote on Article
50 reaches UK high court
Nissan CEO insists on postBrexit guarantees
Scotland to open Berlin office
to boost trade after Brexit
Brexit boss Boris Johnson
hails EU in unseen column
Brexit among many open
questions from EU summit
Banks mull Brexit exit from
UK
Scotland's Sturgeon fails to
win support from UK PM May
for 'flexible Brexit'
Brexit to eat into German
GDP: study
UK PM May outlined Brexit
fears pre-referendum
UK economy grows despite
Brexit
Northern Ireland High Court
dismisses Brexit challenge
UK government promises
Nissan tariff-free EU deal
post-Brexit
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http://www.dw.com/en/uk-justice-ministerdefends-court-over-brexit-ruling-amid-mediaattacks/a-36278217
http://www.dw.com/en/legal-challenge-tobrexit-campaign-so-misleading-it-broke-thelaw/a-36300625
http://www.dw.com/en/brexit-feeling-allover-again-after-trump-win/a-36323015
http://www.dw.com/en/trial-begins-of-manaccused-of-anti-brexit-mp-jo-coxs-murder/a36388713
http://www.dw.com/en/brexit-leaked-memosuggests-uk-government-has-no-strategy/a36395709
http://www.dw.com/en/brexit-chaos-inlondon/a-36429601
http://www.dw.com/en/british-pm-theresamay-says-brexit-process-on-track/a36447385
http://www.dw.com/en/on-the-heels-oftrump-and-brexit-italy-becomes-the-nextpopulist-battleground/a-36443112
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Post-Brexit UKIP will try again
to replace Farage
Opinion: Court ruling brings
more Brexit chaos to Britain
London High Court's Brexit
ruling unlikely to calm
tensions
Court tells UK government
Brexit start requires
lawmakers' approval
Germany's Steinmeier warns
UK not to delay Brexit talks
UK justice minister defends
court over Brexit ruling amid
media attacks
Legal challenge to Brexit
campaign: 'so misleading it
broke the law'
Brexit feeling all over again
after Trump win
Trial begins of man accused of
anti-Brexit MP Jo Cox's
murder
Brexit: Leaked memo suggests
UK government has no
strategy
Brexit chaos in London
British PM Theresa May says
Brexit process on track
On the heels of Trump and
Brexit, Italy becomes the next
populist battleground
Facebook creates UK jobs in
show of post-Brexit trust
EU negotiator: 15-month
window to negotiate Brexit
UK growth forecasts cut due
to Brexit
Far-right extremist guilty of
murdering British politician Jo
Cox ahead of Brexit vote
Opinion: Brexit, Trump and
Francois Fillon
UK's May seeks closer ties
with Poland before Brexit
London disowns handwritten
notes on Brexit
Little Britain: Trump, Brexit
push out UK
UK's Boris Johnson denies
confusion at heart of Brexit
strategy
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Tensions run high over Brexit
court hearing
UK Supreme Court hears
government's Brexit legal
challenge
EU Brexit negotiator: UK will
have less than 18 months to
negotiate exit
UK lawmakers back Theresa
May's Brexit timetable
Russia, Brexit and Aleppo
loom over year-end EU
summit
Schulz calls for beefed-up EU
Parliament role in Brexit talks
Brexit means Brexit: UK's
departure from EU enters
Oxford English Dictionary
EU holds informal Brexit talks
as UK PM Theresa May is left
on the sidelines
British PM calls for postBrexit unity in 2017
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What now after Brexit?
UK Prime Minister David
Cameron to resign in three
months in wake of Brexit vote
French, Dutch far-right call for EU
membership referendums after
Brexit
EU's Juncker calls for immediate
start to Brexit negotiations
UK petition for second Brexit
referendum reaches 3 million
signatures and rising
Scottish PM says a new vote to
leave UK ‘highly likely’ postBrexit
Five reasons Brexit might never
happen
Brexit triggers open conflict in
Britain’s main political parties
Paris, London mayors pledge to
work 'closer than ever' despite
Brexit
Paris and Berlin in ‘full
agreement’ on how to proceed on
Brexit
Poll shows Scots against second
independence vote despite Brexit
threat
How Brexit will affect French
industry
UK’s Cameron faces EU leaders
after Brexit vote
Xenophobic acts on the rise in
post-Brexit Britain
‘Fromage not Farage!’ Londoners
rally against Brexit
UK wins Brexit breathing space at
‘final EU summit’
EU leaders meet without UK for
first time in wake of Brexit
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France and Germany seek joint
response at Brexit crisis talks
France says Calais border will
remain closed to migrants despite
Brexit
US, Canada, Mexico defend free
trade amid Brexit, rise of Trump
Anti-Brexit protesters take to the
streets of London
A guide to becoming a French
citizen in a post-Brexit world
Pro-Brexit campaigner Nigel
Farage quits as UKIP leader
Lawyers launch Brexit legal
challenge
Remain voters look to London’s
Sadiq Khan in wake of Brexit
How Brexit reshuffled French
politics ahead of election year
France pitches Paris as Europe’s
main financial hub post-Brexit
NATO leaders meet in Poland to
discuss Russia, Brexit fallout
UK’s May wins PM battle but
faces epic tussle on Brexit
London’s pro-Brexit former
mayor Boris Johnson named UK
foreign minister
Boris Johnson 'lied' to the British
people about Brexit, says French
foreign minister
May relinquishes UK’s turn to
head EU presidency ahead of
Brexit talks
Merkel backs May’s decision to
delay triggering Brexit
Britain sees first signs of slowing
economy in wake of Brexit vote
UK tries to calm G20 members
over path to Brexit
European Commission appoints
France’s Barnier to lead Brexit
talks
Europe’s bank chief lowers
economic forecast on Brexit
doubts
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http://www.france24.com/en/20160916european-union-leaders-agree-post-brexitroad-map-bratislava-summit
http://www.france24.com/en/20160923uk-trigger-brexit-process-early-2017-borisjohnson
http://www.france24.com/en/20161004uk-pound-drops-31-year-low-fears-hardbrexit
http://www.france24.com/en/20161007pound-hit-flash-crash-biggest-fall-brexit
http://www.france24.com/en/20161018france-paris-london-business-post-brexittired-fog-try-frogs-campaign
http://www.france24.com/en/20161023banks-preparing-leave-uk-over-brexitbanks-leader-says-eu
http://www.france24.com/en/20161103high-court-uk-parliament-approvalrequired-brexit-european-union
http://www.france24.com/en/20161105brexit-britain-defends-judicialindependence-judges-heat-parliament
http://www.france24.com/en/20161107may-explores-post-brexit-trade-deal-indiavisit-student-visa
http://www.france24.com/en/20161108uk-supreme-court-hear-governmentsbrexit-appeal-december
http://www.france24.com/en/20161121british-pm-may-pledges-lowestcorporation-tax-g20-allay-brexit-worries
http://www.france24.com/en/20161201brexit-contagion-italy-referendum-renzigrillo-euro-italexit
http://www.france24.com/en/20161206eu-negotiator-says-uk-will-have-18months-strike-brexit-deal
http://www.france24.com/en/20161215brexit-migrants-turkey-russia-eu-summit

European leaders agree to postBrexit ‘road map’
UK to trigger Brexit process early
2017, says Boris Johnson
British pound drops to 31-year
low on fears of ‘hard’ Brexit
British pound hit by 'flash crash'
in biggest fall since Brexit
‘Tired of fog? Try the frogs!’:
France tries to lure London banks
post-Brexit
Top banks preparing to leave UK
in 2017 over Brexit, says banking
body
UK parliamentary approval
required for Brexit, rules High
Court
UK defends judicial independence
after judges face Brexit heat
British PM Theresa May pushes
post-Brexit trade deal with India
Date set for Supreme Court to
hear UK government's Brexit
appeal
Britain's PM May pledges ‘lowest
corporation tax in G20’ to calm
Brexit fears
Threat of Brexit contagion hangs
over Italy's referendum
EU negotiator says UK will have
18 months to strike Brexit deal
Brexit, migrants on agenda as EU
leaders gather for ‘minefield’
summit

70

Al Jazeera English
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Date

Link

Headline

AJE

24.06.2016

Brexit: A wake up call for the EU,
but will it listen?

AJE

24.06.2016

AJE

24.06.2016

AJE

24.06.2016

AJE

24.06.2016

AJE

24.06.2016
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24.06.2016

AJE

24.06.2016

AJE

24.06.2016
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24.06.2016
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25.06.2016

AJE
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AJE
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AJE

25.06.2016

AJE

26.06.2016

AJE

27.06.2016

AJE
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http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/o
pinion/2016/06/brexit-wake-call-eulisten-160624142934403.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/20
16/06/brexit-britain-votes-leave-euhistoric-divorce160624034731444.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/20
16/06/brexit-scotland-irelandreconsider-ties-uk160624130431341.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/20
16/06/world-reacts-britain-votesleave-eu-160624053949259.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/o
pinion/2016/06/brexit-night-ukisland-160624094541049.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/20
16/06/brexit-sell-uk-house160624064047622.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/f
eatures/2016/06/brexit-grexit160624155122668.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/20
16/06/house-prices-fall-uk-eubrexit-160624133931423.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/20
16/06/brexit-leave-edges-eureferendum-160624031402406.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/20
16/06/brexit-polls-close-uk-divisiveeu-referendum160623184915211.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/20
16/06/arab-perspectives-brexit160624111955180.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/20
16/06/brexit-happen160624052138992.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/20
16/06/brexit-eu-push-uk-leave160625050523764.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/f
eatures/2016/06/scotland-northernireland-react-brexit-vote160624192035305.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/20
16/06/scotland-veto-brexit160626133354122.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/o
pinion/2016/06/brexit-view-spain160627054018514.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/o
pinion/2016/06/brexit-act-haste-

Brexit: Britain votes to leave EU
in historic divorce
Brexit: Scotland and N Ireland
reconsider ties to UK
Brexit: World reacts as Britain
votes to leave the EU
Brexit: The night the UK became a
little island
Brexit worse on GBP than 2008
financial crisis
After Brexit, could there be
Grexit?
Will house prices fall in the UK
and EU after Brexit?
Brexit likely, Leave ahead in UK
referendum
Brexit: Remain camp projected to
win EU referendum
Arab perspectives on Brexit
Brexit consequences: What
happens next?
Brexit: EU push for UK to leave
'as soon as possible'
Scotland and Northern Ireland
react to Brexit vote
Scottish leader threatens to veto
Brexit
Brexit and the view from Spain
Brexit: Act in haste, repent at
leisure?
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repent-leisure160627053141956.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/20
16/06/brexit-labour-jeremy-corbynsacks-hilary-benn160626034245955.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/20
16/06/markets-struggle-brexithangover-pound-sinks160627042547991.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/20
16/06/brexit-david-cameron-faceeu-leaders-brussels160628034218682.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/f
eatures/2016/06/brexit-antiimmigration-ukip-poster-raisesquestions-160621112722799.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/o
pinion/2016/06/britain-arab-worldpost-brexit-160628061522661.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/20
16/06/brexit-juncker-farage-sparheated-brussels-debate160628112629520.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/20
16/06/brexit-increase-racist-attackseu-referendum160628045317215.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/20
16/06/uk-xenophobic-attacks-brexitvote-160628171147062.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/20
16/06/merkel-brexit-talks-ukinvokes-article-50160627165801241.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/o
pinion/2016/06/brexit-disappointbrexiters-160628060948804.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/o
pinion/2016/06/brexit-rest-world160627081647059.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/o
pinion/2016/06/brexit-englishgamble-160630075952172.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/f
eatures/2016/06/brexit-viewengland-poland160630084830727.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/20
16/06/calais-refugees-won-givebrexit-160630044226784.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/20
16/07/brexit-ukip-leader-nigelfarage-resigns160704091835096.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/o
pinion/2016/07/charting-brexit160706082534216.html

Labour's Jeremy Corbyn faces
crisis after Brexit vote
Stock markets and 'investors not
yet done' with Brexit
Brexit: David Cameron to face EU
leaders in Brussels
Brexit: UKIP's 'unethical' antiimmigration poster
Britain and the Arab world post
Brexit
Brexit: Juncker, Farage spar in
heated Brussels debate
Brexit: Increase in racist attacks
after EU referendum
UN urges UK to end xenophobic
attacks after Brexit vote
Merkel: No Brexit talks until UK
invokes Article 50
Why Brexit will disappoint
Brexiters
Brexit: What does it mean for the
rest of the world?
Brexit: The English gamble
Brexit: The view from England's
"Little Poland"
Calais refugees: We won't give up
despite Brexit
Brexit: UKIP leader Nigel Farage
resigns
Charting a way forward after
Brexit
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http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/o
pinion/2016/07/turkey-misreadsbrexit-160710064943900.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/20
16/07/theresa-stand-euimmigration-160712074543697.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/o
pinion/2016/07/brexit-good-turkey160711124421322.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/f
eatures/2016/07/nicola-sturgeonturn-brexit-opportunity160713072602892.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/o
pinion/2016/07/brexit-grexit160703071558588.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/20
16/07/uk-cabinet-peppered-probrexit-politicians160714175530174.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/20
16/07/uk-pm-theresa-affirms-brexittime-160714062221001.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/f
eatures/2016/07/oldham-chailadies-tackle-racism-brexit160711094234270.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/20
16/07/brexit-fallout-anti-migrantattacks-surge-uk160725130134736.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/20
16/07/brexit-talks-months-eujuncker-concedes160725060411322.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/20
16/08/racism-rise-uk-brexit-votewatchdog-160819093506647.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/f
eatures/2016/08/david-cameronlegacy-shadow-brexit160824092324952.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/20
16/09/british-mps-debate-brexitreferendum-petition160905170311939.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/20
16/09/jean-claude-juncker-brexitwon-eu-160915053415864.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/20
16/10/brexit-uk-trigger-article-50march-161002084849204.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/20
16/10/uk-lse-academics-barredadvising-brexit161008175421672.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/o
pinion/2016/10/uk-choice-hardsoft-brexit-161026065853568.html

How Turkey misreads Brexit
Where does Theresa May stand
on Brexit and immigration?
Brexit may be a good thing for
Turkey
Can Nicola Sturgeon turn Brexit
into an opportunity?
After Brexit, there will be no
Grexit
UK: New cabinet peppered with
pro-Brexit politicians
UK PM Theresa May affirms
Brexit, but 'needs time'
Oldham's 'Chai ladies' tackle
racism after Brexit
Brexit fallout: Anti-migrant
attacks surge in the UK
No Brexit talks for months, EU's
Juncker concedes
Racism on the rise in UK after
Brexit vote: Watchdog
David Cameron's legacy in the
shadow of Brexit
British MPs debate Brexit
referendum petition
Jean-Claude Juncker: Brexit won't
be the end of EU
Brexit: UK to trigger Article 50 by
end of March
UK: LSE academics ‘barred’ from
advising on Brexit
The UK has no choice on 'hard' or
'soft' Brexit
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http://www.aljazeera.com/news/20
16/11/uk-brexit-pass-parliamentapproval-161103101737902.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/20
16/11/brexit-court-ruling-exposesbitter-divide-uk161104174304912.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/20
16/11/brexit-named-word-yearcollins-dictionary161104051810707.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/o
pinion/2016/11/theresa-brexitgambit-161107082621132.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/20
16/10/flash-crash-uk-pound-fallsbrexit-concerns161007155137361.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/20
16/11/leaked-memo-ukgovernment-plan-brexit161115081621073.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/20
16/11/british-pm-theresa-seekscalm-fears-brexit161121115322860.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/f
eatures/2016/12/brexit-tensionsplay-steps-uk-supreme-court161206172224222.html

UK's Brexit cannot pass without
parliament approval
Brexit court ruling exposes bitter
divide in the UK
Brexit named word of the year by
Collins Dictionary
Theresa May's Brexit gambit
Flash crash: UK pound falls on
Brexit concerns
Leaked memo says UK
government has no plan for
Brexit
British PM Theresa May seeks to
calm fears over Brexit
Brexit tensions play out on steps
of UK Supreme Court
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Appendix C: Example of Coding the main frame

Human-interest Frame

The frame is connected
to the headline of the
article and it gets obvious
that the whole article is
going to be about the
individual perspective of
one person.
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Responsibility Frame
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Conflict frame
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Appendix D: List of articles of Critical Discourse Analysis
1. My personal view of the Brexit from Bonn – Deutsche Welle,
http://www.dw.com/en/my-personal-view-of-the-brexit-from-bonn/a-19353323
2. Brexit could be an opportunity for Europe, if we know how to seize it – France 24,
http://www.france24.com/en/20160624-brexit-opportunity-europe-know-how-seizeit
3. Brexit: A wake up call for the EU, but will it listen? Al Jazeera English,
http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/opinion/2016/06/brexit-wake-call-eu-listen160624142934403.html
4. World adjusts to Brexit vote after initial shock – Deutsche Welle,
http://www.dw.com/en/world-adjusts-to-brexit-vote-after-initial-shock/a-19355981
5. What now after Brexit? – France24, http://www.france24.com/en/20160624-whatnow-after-brexit-referendum-eu-uk
6. Brexit: Britain votes to leave EU in historic divorce – Al Jazeera English,
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2016/06/brexit-britain-votes-leave-eu-historicdivorce-160624034731444.html

Appendix E: Other Tables, mentioned in text
Conflict Frame – distribution of political, economic and social/cultural:
Conflict Frame - DW
political
economic
social/cultural
political and economic
political and social/cultural
economic and social/cultural
Political, economic and social/cultural
conflict frame

number of articles
75
5
4
24
4
1
2
115

in %
65,22%
4,35%
3,48%
20,87%
3,48%
0,87%
1,74%
100,00%

Table 1: Conflict Frame divided in political, economic and social/cultural framework,
Deutsche Welle
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Conflict Frame – F24
political
economic
social/cultural
political and economic
political and social/cultural
economic and social/cultural
Political, economic and social/cultural
conflict frame

number of articles
30
1
1
3
0
0
0
35

in %
85,71%
2,86%
2,86%
8,57%
0,00%
0,00%
0,00%
100,00%

Table 2: Conflict Frame divided in political, economic and social/cultural framework,
France 24

Conflict Frame – F24
political
economic
social/cultural
political and economic
political and social/cultural
economic and social/cultural
Political, economic and social/cultural
conflict frame

number of articles
24
0
3
2
3
0
0
32

in %
75,00%
0,00%
9,38%
6,25%
9,38%
0,00%
0,00%
100,00%

Table 3: Conflict Frame divided in political, economic and social/cultural framework, Al Jazeera English

79

