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Abstract 

This study analyses the wolf (canis lupus) and human relations in Swedish landscapes. 
By addressing the change of ideas influencing land use and nature management during 
the time when the wolf was considered functionally extinct, two parallel realities appear 
that is shown to be something that the participants in this study relates and recognizes as 
their reality. These realities in turn can be understood against the background of 
environmental philosophy and the anthropocentric and eco-centric view of nature and 
the instrumental and intrinsic value that the nature may carry. Life story interview is 
used as a method to grasp these details in an individual’s perception of the wolf and 
nature. Since the wolf is considered to be as a division between rural and urban people, 
the study also analyses how people sharing the space with the wolf is referring to these 
dichotomies and how they identify with their surroundings. With contradictory, data a 
new way of conceptualize this is suggested: that urbanity and rurality is something that 
could be seen as performativity, something that you do rather than something that you 
are (Butler 2007). One might express identification with rural space but have an urban 
performativity i.e. working, living part-time, influenced by ideas represented in urban 
lifestyles. While the rural performativity is mirrored by living, working and sharing the 
ideas of how that landscape is used. 

Key words: Wolves (canis lupus), human-animal geographies, rural geography, land use 
narratives, anthropocentric, eco-centric, political ecology, environmental philosophy, 
rural-urban performativity 
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Summary (English) 

In this thesis, the polarized issue of the wolf’s return into Swedish landscapes is 
analysed. With life story interviews, the thesis takes a participatory approach and seeks 
to contribute with knowledge production closely linked to people in wolf dense areas. 
Life stories as method gives a broad understanding to an individual’s whole life and 
how he/she decides to address certain issues. This gives a deeper knowledge to the 
background of the previous survey studies made on attitudes towards wolves. The thesis 
brings forth three contexts that tangent the research topic. The first is research on 
attitudes towards wolves where the thesis seeks to contribute with original finding of 
explanatory, generative character. The thesis addresses two theoretical contexts where 
firstly, the research on nature and nature conservation is highlighted and also the aspect 
of environmental philosophy and the knowledge on the anthropocentric and eco-centric 
views and valuation of nature is stressed. Secondly, the rural and urban concepts are 
also addressed since the wolf is often seen and described as a division-maker of these 
binaries. The concepts of rural and urban performativity is used in order to analyse 
identity and belonging to rurality or to urbanity. After these theoretical frames are set, 
the study addresses the issue of land use narratives that are apparent in the landscapes, 
legislations and ideas of how land should be used and categorized, and also how it is 
used and lived. Two prominent land use narratives where detected where the first 
includes the intensification, rationalisation and industrialization of the forest and 
agricultural land and the second was characterized by environmental and nature 
conservation and protection.  

The results of the thesis suggest that there are similarities between people with different 
attitudes towards the wolf, where the size of the population is possibly correlated to 
changing attitudes. The differences are that people having a favourable approach to the 
wolf also share an eco-centric view on nature and its intrinsic value where opponents of 
the wolf share the anthropocentric view and also have a more instrumental value 
orientations of nature. The exceptions of these findings are a former hunter and a farmer 
that both share the instrumental evaluation of nature, but instead address a general 
critique towards the rationalization of land use which they think is a less appropriate 
way of using nature. So, the land use narrative that is detected in the fourth context is 
very much present and recognized by the participants of the study. Lastly the 
participants various ways of seeing rural and urban space and how they identify 
themselves with these binaries are shown in the performativity, where high urban 
performativity is coloured by living life closer to urban life and high rural 
performativity is living closer and to higher extent in rural life space etc. 

Thus, the thesis contributes with new knowledge about the wolf controversy in Sweden 
and how it relates to the theoretical themes of nature-culture and rural-urban as well as 
creates a deep understanding on how attitudes towards wolves are shaped and mirrored 
in land use narratives apparent in the landscape, legislation, ideas and practice. 
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Sammanfattning (Swedish) 

I denna uppsats analyseras den polariserade frågan om vargens återkomst i den svenska 
naturen. Med biografisk intervju som metod antar uppsatsen ett tillvägagångssätt med 
fokus på deltagarna och syftar till att bidra med kunskap som är nära kopplad till 
människor i vargtäta områden med olika attityder. Biografiska intervjuer ger en djup 
förståelse för individens hela liv och hur han/hon relaterar detta till 
forskningsproblemet. Det adderar till tidigare forskning och de attitydundersökningar 
som genomförts om vargar. Författaren framställer tre kontexter som berör 
forskningsämnet. Den första är forskning om attityder mot vargar där uppsatsen syftar 
till att bidra med ny kunskap av förklarande, generativ karaktär. I de andra två 
kontexterna lyfts naturforskning, naturvårdsperspektiv för att sedan visa på 
miljöfilosofin och kunskapen om antropocentriska och ekocentriska perspektiven på 
natur och värdering av naturen som instrumentellt eller med inneboende egenvärde 
kopplat till vargfrågan i Sverige. Koncepten rural och urban behandlas även då vargen 
ofta ses och beskrivs som en vattendelare mellan dessa beskrivna motsatser. Författaren 
föreslår att begreppen rural och urban performativitet används för att analysera identitet 
och tillhörighet kopplad till platser och idéer. Efter dessa teoretiska kontexter tar 
uppsatsen upp en fjärde kontext med fokus på frågan om markanvändningsnarrativ som 
återfinns på olika nivåer i landskapen, lagstiftningen och idéerna om hur 
marken/naturen ska användas, kategoriseras och levas i eller av. Där beskrivs två 
framträdande markanvändningsnarrativ som återfinns under det förra seklet där den ena 
står för intensifiering, rationalisering och industrialisering av skogs- och 
jordbrukslandskap och den andra av miljöbevarande och miljövårdande insatser som 
huvudsakligt fokus. 

Resultatet av uppsatsen visar likheter mellan personer med olika attityder till vargen, 
där storleken på den totala stammen eventuellt korrelerar till attitydförändring. 
Skillnaderna är att människor som har en gynnsam inställning till vargen också delar en 
ekocentriska syn på naturen och det inneboende värdet av denna, medan motståndare till 
vargen delar den antropocentriska synen och också har en mer instrumentell värdering 
av naturen. Undantagen från dessa mönster är en tidigare jägare och en jordbrukare som 
båda delar den instrumentella värderingen av naturen, men i stället tar upp en allmän 
kritik mot rationaliseringen av markanvändningen som de tycker är ett mindre lämpligt 
sätt att använda naturen på. Så markanvändningsnarrativen som tas upp i den fjärde 
kontexten är mycket närvarande och erkänd av deltagarna i studien. Slutligen visar 
deltagarna olika sätt att definiera det rurala och urbana. Och olika sätt hur de identifierar 
sig med dessa binärer visas i performativiteten, där hög urban performativitet är 
innefattar  att leva livet närmare staden och den hög rural performativitet innefattar ett 
liv närmare och i högre grad i landsbygd. 

Således bidrar uppsatsen med ny kunskap om till vargen relaterande teoretiska teman 
natur-kultur och rural-urban och en djupare förståelse för hur attityder till varg formas 
och återspeglas av markanvändningsnarrativ synliga i landskapet, lagar, idéer och 
praktiker.  
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Introduction	  

The issue of the return of the wolf (canis lupus) in the Swedish countryside has, for the 
last few decades, been a highly politicized matter in public debate as well as in local and 
national political arenas. In relation to the events of the authorized hunt of wolves in 
Sweden in 2011, it also caught international attention when the European Union and 
World Wildlife Fund (WWF) condemned the Swedish Government for breaking 
international agreements and directives on the conservation of species and habitats. 
Many times, the debates are coloured by strong emotions from both advocates and 
opponents to the wolf and also towards the rivalry debate opponent and stereotype 
images that stands for what attitudes is reproduced: The angry rural hunter or the urban 
nature loving protectionist.  A closer look at this polarized issue is therefore of high 
interest, as reality is seldom as simple as a debate or verbalized opinion. Instead, it 
should appear as complex and of deep origin that are associated to people’s lives and 
their environments at the same time to the international agreements that includes 
protection to ensure a viable wolf population in this case. All these specific 
circumstances make the topic highly contested in various arenas. This thesis aims to 
make a contribution in adding a few more aspects into the issue, except from the wolf 
itself. 

Since the first rejuvenation of wolves in the early 1980s the wolf population in Sweden 
has grown to 30 individuals in the 1990s, 200 individuals in 2010, and today the 
estimate is 400 individuals. The wolf is considered to have a status of functionally 
extinct in Sweden before the confirmed return in the 1980s (Ericsson and Heberlein 
2003). The changes that rural people have proceeded through during the time when the 
wolf was gone was many and for them, and the nation Sweden profound. These 
processes are urbanisation, industrialisation of the forest and modernisation of 
agricultural landscapes. So, how is it now when the wolf is returning to sparsely 
populated landscapes with still intense human activities? This thesis analyses this 
interlinked process of human dimensions of the wolf, the changes in nature management 
the ideas influencing the changes as well as scrutinizing the differences between the 
favourable and critical voices on the wolf’s return.  

The title of the thesis stresses the wolf return as a spatial process taking place within 
Swedish landscapes where it appears as dual realities in the eyes of humans. 
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Purpose, motivation and research questions 

The purpose of this study is to seek understanding of how the issue of the return of the 
wolf in Swedish landscapes can have different meaning and consequences for different 
individuals, and to analyse how these differences can be related to other societal and 
environmental changes and processes that have occurred in the past century. The thesis 
also seeks to contribute to how these issues can be conceptualized within a broader 
notion of geographical thought. By using life story interview (Atkinson 1998) in-depth 
information can be absorbed from people’s deepest understanding, experiences and 
explanations and also how these individuals refer and relate to the contexts of where the 
wolf’s return has occurred, which types of landscapes and in which way it intersects 
rural and urban division. 

With the political ecology perspective the thesis sets out to seek a new way of 
examining human-wolf relations in a Swedish context, where emphasis is on the 
acknowledgement to the topic’s dual character and the complex linkages the wolf 
phenomenon has to other societal changes is highlighted. Since the author also 
emphasise a participatory approach in the thesis, where the general aspiration is to 
incorporate the people that are affected by the wolf’s return, the general research 
strategy is abduction. This is highly compatible with qualitative methods but in 
particular since it is relating to narrative research, when investigating people’s meaning 
or notion of a phenomenon or their reality (Blaikie 2007: 90). Thus, the thesis aims to 
have a bottom up research strategy but also includes the authors’ approach to the field, 
research topic and previous knowledge on theories which can influence the research 
focus. This is the case in many research strategies but the dangers(?) becomes more 
apparent in regard of qualitative and post-modern research since it is many time related 
to relativism which is conflicting scientific traditions of creating law-binding and 
generalizable contributions. I will argue that this critique is something that can be 
beneficial for both traditional and emergent research strategies since it deals with levels 
of the researcher’s interactions with the whole research process but also what academia 
is and how it can incorporate participant’s perspectives. A way of democratizing 
knowledge production.  

Creating in-depth understanding of human-wolf experiences is of high societal 
relevance since it may give understanding to important factors of attitude formations 
and how these factors need to be considered in nature management and game 
management in particular, and in rural development strategies in general. The academic 
relevance is, firstly, that it will contribute with partly new methodologies to the field of 
attitudes towards carnivores in the Swedish context. Secondly, it will also contribute to 
the vast field of critical thinking of geographic binaries and nature conservation issues.  
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Research questions 

1.   Which are some of the factors that divide advocates and opponents of wolves in 
Sweden? 

2.   How does the changes in land use practice and thought relate to the wolf return 
in Sweden? 

3.   Is rural and urban identities, belonging and/or recognition related to people’s 
attitudes towards the wolf, and if so, how? 

 
Philosophical and theoretical considerations 

This research stems from a postmodern approach where emphasis is put on power 
related categories such as gender, sexual orientation, class and ethnicity (Ormston et al. 
2014:16). The emphasis here, is the deconstruction of power related categories in order 
to disentangle people and participants from underlying narratives and subconscious 
reproduction of stereotype images of people instead of including them into their own 
narratives and being a part of shaping relational understanding, instead of categorical 
understanding/knowledge. And as Ormston et al. (2014) highlight, participatory 
methods grew out of a critique that there would be beneficial effects on research when 
scrutinizing the power relations between the researcher and the researched enabling 
other perspective to come forth.  

The thesis’ epistemological considerations lay upon the interpretative approach linked 
to phenomenological analysis (Ormston et al. 2014:14) Further the thesis has 
ontological recognition of the world as a physical space and that there is an actual 
world, though this actual reality is known through the eyes and mind of human beings 
which limits our ways of explaining and knowing the world. Thus, the thesis could be 
seen as taking root in philosophical field of Subtle Realism (Ormston et al. 2014: 21) 
where emphasis on the human interpretation of the reality is emphasized. Which in this 
thesis enables the illumination on peoples deep and complex explanations on how and 
why they have a certain attitude towards the wolf.  

 
Disposition 

The Previous Research chapter gives a summery on human attitudes towards wolves in 
Swedish context and in other contexts internationally. Thereafter, the first theoretical 
context chapter highlight Political Ecology perspective as a way of studying landscapes 
as process, intersecting the biophysical and the social sphere of nature. The  
environmental philosophy illuminates the ideas that influence research, participants and 
the landscape that were found in the land use change during the last century as well as 
in the empirical data. The second theoretical context chapter addresses the rural and 
urban conceptualizing where new ways of understanding rural urban space is 
highlighted to create ways of associating identity/belonging in the Swedish rural-urban 
context. After these theoretical sections, the Background: Land use narrative(s) chapter 
addresses Swedish land use regimes visible in present and recent historical landscapes 
of Sweden, the legislation and in international agreements. In the methodology chapter 
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the research design and strategy is described, followed by motivations for life story 
interviewing as the methodological tool and the limitations, positionalities and ethical 
considerations of the thesis. Thereafter the results are presented in line with the context 
chapters of nature and rural-urban conceptualization. In the discussion chapter the 
author argues for the research findings and conclusions, and contextualises these to the 
previous context chapters.  
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Previous Research 
Wolves in various landscapes  

The purpose of this chapter is to give a background to the research that has been done 
on wolves and human relations. There will be examples of where wolves reside and 
attitudes towards the wolf. The reader should keep in mind that wolves have been 
reintroduced in some areas, returned to others and the populations are recovering in 
areas where it has been extinct. In Sweden, it is a matter of a return and recovery even 
though these definitions also are contested at various levels of society. 

Carnivores live on large areas and in low densities. In historic times humans have 
fought the carnivores as rivals competing for the same game but also to protect their 
cattle. Conservation of carnivores has been successful in separation models, which 
means that they are separated from human environments within a protected area or 
wilderness. Examples of this is found in the North American, African and Asian 
continents. Today in the European context, the landscapes where the carnivores are 
recovering within is human dominated. Thus the recovery process is to be referred to as 
coexistence model (Chapron and Kaczensky et al. 2014). Further this coexistence 
model, in contrast to the separation model, is stated a success in regard to recovering 
viable carnivore populations. The factors behind this is pointed out as partly legislation 
and international conventions (Chapron, G, Kaczensky, 2014). 

In regard to how wolves disperse, Mech and Boitani (2003) show that human land use 
could be a factor in the distances between new territories. Sweden and Wisconsin have 
larger distances between the early territory/pair than in for example Minnesota, 
Northwest Montana and French alps that have more wilderness rather than patches of 
wilderness in agriculture landscape (Mech and Boitani 2003:18). This finding is from 
when the first female wolf returned in Sweden and met with the male in late 1970s then 
they had their first rejuvenation in 1983, about ten years later the estimate number of 
wolves were 30 individuals (Mech and Boitani 2003:18). Studies by Wabakken and 
Wydeven show that many wolves were killed by humans during the recolonization in 
Sweden and Wisconsin (Mech and Boitani 2003:19).  

Reintroduction of apex predators have had impacts on ecosystems, for example in 
balancing populations of prey enhancing recovery possibilities of other sub-species, 
which is called trophic cascade. It can also be seen as eco system services (Kuijper and 
Sahlén et al. 2016). Kuijper and Sahlén et al. (2016) state that these researches have 
been conducted mainly in national parks in USA. In Europe, the ecosystems of 
carnivore recovery have a high level of human management or intense human 
interference. The Swedish context with sparsely human population, intense forestry 
industry, and among the world’s highest hunting pressure on ungulates which is an 
important feed for predators as well (Kuijper and Sahlén et al. 2016). 

 



	  

12	  

Human attitudes towards the wolf	  

Bright and Manfredo (1996) brings contributions on how emotions, both negative and 
positive, is an important factor in attitude formation towards reintroduction of wolves in 
Colorado, USA. They used conceptual models function as a broadening of the surveys 
made on attitudes towards wolves.  

In the regard of the recovery of wolves in Great Lakes Region in USA a review of the 
attitude surveys shows that low education, rural upbringing, higher age are factors that 
stir the anti-wolf attitude. There is also the aspect of being a hunter or having one’s 
livelihood threatened by the wolf as another factor for the negative attitude (Schanning 
2009). 

Internationally, rural populations are more negative towards the wolf. Minorities and/or 
rural populations can also be seen as dominated by urban in regard of the wolf. 
Disappointment and loss of life quality is highlighted as consequences of the Swedish 
wolf return but also the division over rural and urban people. There are, however, 
examples of hunters in Norway close to Swedish wolf territories, that are more positive 
towards the wolf than hunters on the other side of the border (Ericson and Heberlein 
2003:150). This leaves a lot of questions on how and why these findings appear. It 
indicates that the issue of the wolf could differ vastly in different spatial context as well 
as on different scales. Investigating attitudes on a national level or local level gives 
different results. And a general group categorization of rural population or minority with 
close ties to nature used by Ericson and Heberlein (2003) is interesting but gives little 
information on the local differences and varieties that could be of high importance in 
understanding different areas, differentiated experiences and voices. 

The previous survey study by Ericsson and Heberlein (2003) on attitudes of wolves in 
different groups show that hunters living in wolf areas are most likely to have negative 
attitudes toward the wolves and the general public have positive attitudes. They 
highlight that hunters are also the most knowledgeable about the wolf and the people 
with the littlest knowledge of the wolf where the most positive. The historical aspect, 
namely before the return of the wolf, hunters were the most positive of a potential 
return. Furthermore, Ericsson Heberlein (2003) highlight that distance from the wolf is 
a factor, since hunter living in wolf areas as well as non-hunters living in wolf areas 
have more negative attitude towards the wolf, and non-hunters in wolf areas are more 
likely to have negative attitudes. 

Heberlein and Ericsson (2008) suggest that urbanisation is a large factor for the majority 
support of the wolf. In Sweden particularly, the support has increased in the later 
decades of the last century. Even hunters are in favour of the existence of the wolf. 
Further they show that the actual distance from wolves, wolves behaviour in terms of 
killing the humans’ animals and visual presence are factors playing a part in being more 
negative but at the same time when investigating urban populations’ attitudes towards 
wolves and multigenerational urban populations with little or no contact with the 
countryside these groups seemed to be the most negative towards the wolf. In other 
studies, globally the pattern had been different (Heberlein and Ericsson 2008:391-392).  
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Heberlein and Ericsson also show that Sweden has a different pattern in regard to urban 
population and rural attitudes towards wolves. There was no statistical significance for 
urban people to be more positive instead, they investigated if people where 
multigenerational city-dweller and those people where more negative towards the wolf 
(Heberlein and Ericsson 2008:392).  

Sjölander-Lindqvist (2008) contributes to in-depth knowledge on the wolf with her 
ethnographic approach in a study in South-West Sweden. She acknowledges that the 
landscapes are lived realities among rural populations and that the power relations 
between policy makers and rural populations are perceived very unevenly from a local 
perspective. The issue that nature is something to live off, which is what locals are 
stressing, or if it is something that should be protected and preserved to ensure 
biodiversity, as Swedish Society for Nature Conservation (SSNC, in Swedish, 
Naturskyddsföreningen) and policy makers are standing for is also a part of the study. 
Furthermore Sjölander-Lindqvist (2008), highlights cultural identity, the sense of 
belonging connected to the area and hunting and farming as an important social activity 
in rural areas. Sjölander-Lindqvist et al. (2015) highlights that the topic of wolf 
controversy also includes clashes between different knowledge spheres such as science, 
traditional and cultural and also personal experiences. 

Gangaas and Kaltenborn et al. (2015) conclude with survey data that Norwegians have a 
more anthropocentric view than Swedes that have more positive attitude towards 
carnivores and also carries the eco-centric view of nature. To investigate this closely, 
with qualitative methods could strengthen this finding and also see how people 
associate to these environmental philosophical ideologies. 

Other types of narratives are investigated and explained by Skogen and Mauz et al. 
(2008) where the idea that the wolf has been secretly reintroduced are vivid in both 
Norway and France and is argued to reveal the uneven power relations. 

Also, the issue of how growing wolf populations will lead to more negative attitudes 
towards wolves is highlighted by Ericsson and Sandström et al. (2015). Skogen and 
Throne (2007) explores how socio and cultural factors are interlaced in people’s 
formation of attitudes towards large carnivores and concludes that to see controversies 
of carnivores as only land use conflicts is to make a too simple analysis of the issue 
since the issue of lack of trust in authorities is also a factor in the shaping of attitudes. 
Skogen and Thrane also positions against the qualitative methods as there is no 
possibility of achieving generalizability with small sample sizes.  

The wolf’s recovery in combination with that of other predator populations are 
increasing (recovering) have negative effects on hunters’ harvest (Jonzén, Sand et al. 
2013). In areas where hunt on ungulates is a part of human activities in the landscape 
the wolf return is therefore a factor that can trigger negative attitudes. 

According to Bell et al (2001) attitudes are to be understood as something that is not 
only taking a position. It also carries deeper roots in the humans’ cognitive and 
emotional sphere (2001:26). This is why the measurement of attitudes also needs to be 
investigated with in-depth qualitative research where the inside perspective of how 
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these opinions are originated and how they are shaped. In the previous research, much 
focus has been on generalizable data and statistical significance hence which are the 
tendencies in the attitudes towards wolves. Sjölander- Lindqvist (2008) and Sjölnader-
Lindqvist et al. (2015) gives in contrast to the generalizable findings an explanatory 
contribution on factors and processes that stirs attitudes. This thesis also seeks to 
generate understanding for this in-depth perspective which may in turn raise new 
research questions that beneficially can be investigated with a quantitative approach. 
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Theoretical Context I: The Nature in research	  
Landscape 
 
According to Widgren (2004), landscape studies in the 1960 and 1970 focus on the 
agrarian landscape and were influenced by evolutionary thinking. The methods used 
were the same as in natural science focus on measuring and quantifying. So, the first 
challenge for landscape studies was to shift the focus from the shape of the landscape to 
be able to describe it as a process. Next challenge according to Widgren is that 
landscape studies is a way of seeing. Certain things can be measured and quantified in a 
landscape, but others need to be evaluated and judged (2004).  
 
Widgren (2015) also stresses the linkages and similarities between the political ecology 
perspective, that have focus mainly on land use conflicts in the Global South, and 
Nordic landscape geography studies and suggests that in the future these could be 
combined. The conflicts in Nordic landscape geography take place in both non-
productivist and procuctivist landscapes, namely that the conflicts have been in regard 
to production versus conservation. And when reading landscapes as processual the 
perspective of Political Ecology is beneficial. It is a way of capturing the dynamics of 
peopled landscapes and how ideological, social and productivist activities are present in 
these landscapes.  
 
 
Political Ecology, a perspective on human-nature research 

Political ecology is a way of investigating interdisciplinary topics by addressing the 
perspective the author aspires to position the study not only into the topics’ actual 
research context, the human attitudes towards wolves, but also in a larger research 
context where images, narratives and perceptions of nature are highlighted. Also, how 
these ideas have impacted different people in a world of social change, globalisation 
and environmental degradation. 

 
The narratives and categories in Political Ecology	  

The images of landscapes free from humans, where wildlife stands free to just be and 
exits as it is, is not uncommon for most humans. That these types of nature are socially 
constructed, defined by humans and also reproduced in education, magazines, movies 
etc. is stressed by political ecologist Robbins (2012). It is a way of telling a landscape 
story. The remote jungles of Borneo exemplify how tourism also plays a part in the 
creation of this landscape story where the hunt for authentic experiences in remote areas 
is at scope but with consequences far from the original local setting (Robbins, Hintz and 
Moore 2010:118). Robbins (2012:11) takes the example of Disney's The Lion King 
which carries the narrative of how everything is connected and circulates in a more or 
less sustainable ecosystem where the lions eat the antelopes and when the lions die they 
become grass that the antelopes will eat, as another example of narratives of what nature 
is and how it functions. 
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These stories and narratives of the natural ecosystem or wild nature is something that 
many people learn from early age in elementary school and that is reproduced in 
newspapers, travel magazines, nature documentaries. Hence, these images also exist in 
science, since it occupies with reality. Narratives are present at all times or as Robbins 
(2012: 13,) states it, the difference between political and apolitical approaches towards 
nature studies is the inclusion of the human – environment relation/system that the 
nature is exiting within. Furthermore, he exemplifies this with the Walt Disney movie, 
The Lion King, which shows a common approach towards nature. The setting takes 
place in African savannah landscape. Robbins (2012:14) shows how the known decline 
in biodiversity in the real actual landscapes of East African Tanzania and Kenya can be 
understood by including the human activity of urban populations in other parts of the 
world plays a role in the degradation of land which leads to higher decline in wildlife 
habitat in Kenya than in Tanzania which puts less pressure on land because of a less 
globalized agricultural market. What we can learn from Robbins’ example is that how 
we interpret land use, land degradation, loss of biodiversity is a story of narratives on 
these matters. As a geographer, there is also the matter of scale. Interpretation on land 
use as a local phenomenon without connections to the global could give a narrative on 
that local human population pressure leads to land degradation while if we interpret the 
land use as a rural phenomenon. These narratives stand for a mono-story or what 
Robbins calls apolitical. And what could also be seen as eccentric way of seeing the 
world, investigating the world.  

How nature is defined is essential and the environmental knowledge can have impacts 
on how someone read and understand nature. How Europeans classified the Americas as 
untouched nature exemplifies how lack of local knowledge and how individuals own 
perspective and experiences of how nature should look and appear can have devastating 
impact on actions and practices and policy making in regard of nature management 
(Robbins Hintz and Moore 2010:119,122).  

Thus, understanding categories are essential. The way land is classified has profound 
impact on how the land will be used and perceived. So, in the study of nature there is a 
need of scrutinizing that land used and the narratives it carries. The nature at scope may 
approach as something apart from human or created partly by humans and this 
statement needs to be addressed. Concept of wilderness has it history and usage from 
western perspective as land that is apart from humans and could be ready to conquer. In 
more recent times, wilderness has been something approached as having to be saved 
from humans. William Cronon has stressed the dangers in this approach since it 
neglects that humans may also play an active part in these labelled landscapes of 
wilderness and when pushed away the landscape instead degrade (see also Robbins 
Hintz and Moore 2010:119). Post-colonial studies have also put emphasis on how the 
power within the concept of wilderness and further that civilization is perceived as  
opposites, which is problematic since wild animals for example move across these 
categories of land (Ibid. 811). Wilderness is a nature that is constructed in such way that 
humans is not a part of the area (Robbins Hintz and Moore 2010:118; Gregory 2009: 
488,811). 
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The conservation in Political Ecology	  

In regard of nature conservation Wilson states that the ethical issues around 
conservations must not be considered with a sense of humans’ emotional connection to 
nature (Wilson 1984:120). But also, he points out the limits for what people would 
agree on ethics of conservation and that education is when people actually stands by and 
support an action of conservation (Wilson 1984:121). The stories and narratives as an 
important part in conservation and protection stories is also highlighted by Ernstson and 
Sorlin (2009). They show how a formation of a protection story with key actor in their 
case, a person with ornithological interests, function as adding a certain value into the 
location. 

Within the field of political ecology, the addressed argument on conservation is that it is 
entangled with control over land, resources or environment that before had been in the 
hands of local communities to live off. Within these changes of categorization or values 
of land and nature, local populations have been moved and also characterized as 
uneducated and irrational in their land use which political ecologists have shown as a 
falsity in several instances, where human activities rather have played a crucial part in 
maintaining diversity in the landscapes (Robbins 2012; Fairhead and Leach 1998). Four 
points has been at focus on conservational studies within Political ecology. First the 
notion on the hegemonic governmentality which includes the understanding on how 
technology and institutions regulate how things should be done and what outcomes is 
desirable in regard of nature management. Second is the understanding on that local and 
traditional management is to be seen as institutions as well not be deemed as irrational 
and unplanned. Third point is that wilderness, which many times is a scope in a 
conservation matter, is a socially constructed nature that and lastly, that conservation 
rarely has boundaries since animals and plants move dynamically across such (Robbins 
2012). 

 
 
Environmental Philosophy 

Lastly in this chapter, the Environmental philosophy is described in order to illuminate 
how ideas are influenced and found in landscapes, land use strategies and management 
as well as in the categorization of land. The philosophy that permeate the landscapes of 
the world in thought, practice and research are affiliated with two predominant 
philosophical concepts: anthropocentrism and eco-centrism. Anthropocentrism (by 
some also referred to as homocentrism) puts the human in the center. Where the 
instrumental values of nature and nature as a recourse for humans are put forth (Bell 
eds. 2001:29; Boddice 2011). The other concept, eco-centrism (also referred to as 
biocentrism, see Lanza 2009), stands for the intrinsic value of nature where the 
ecosystems on their own are put as the center of attention. With regards to this 
perspective Leopold Aldo is seen as a pioneer in what is considered as land ethics (Bell 
2001:30). Further Bell highlights that there are also other sub-concepts that relates and 
diversify the thought of nature and how it can be used or seen. In the scope of this study 
this will partly be left out of the analysis except for the suggestion of that a future 
diversification may lead to more prosperities and openings for policy makers in nature 
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conservation. Though one aspect highlighted is environmental justice which aims to 
stress the issue of injustice in situations in relation to nature conservation and/or nature 
management and how minorities and their livelihoods are affected by the policies in 
regard of these issues (Bell 2001:247).  
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Theoretical Context II: The Rural and the Urban 
Rural urban binary: 	  
 
In this section, the concept of rural and urban is examined both as place but also as how 
to consider these places in regard of identity and belonging.  
 
Cloke and Johnston (2005) illuminates how binary conceptions within such as nature – 
culture, man –woman, black –white appeared as a way of abstracting the world and 
making a simplification in order to analyze and contextualize the reality in research. 
The categories are also used for individuals and collectives for identification. Where 
you belong or where you do not belong. Dymitrow and Stenseke (2016) highlight that 
there is continuous use of rural urban categories despite the broad recognition of the 
limitations of such. In particular since it seems to be unable to capture change within 
particularly rural landscapes where technology and mobility have had large impacts on 
everyday lives, and in the physical environment. Potter et al. (2008) also stress that the 
categories of rural and urban need to be understood as dynamic and changeable and 
partially also as parallel and/or intertwined and that there may be linkages between the 
rural and urban space that go against the idea of being the other’s antagonist.  

So, the concepts of the rural and urban carries trajectories of being perceived as a place 
with particular character have not been able to capture the rather dynamic and 
processual character of these places. Sheppard (2002) argues that different places' 
connections within the globalized world have a crucial role in how the trajectories and 
how the places are defined and, through that, reproduced. Globalization have in some 
ways “diffused” the territorial place since the many parts of the world may be more 
connected. But place is still a construction that is facilitated by infrastructure, ideas and 
flows of capital and humans etc. At the same time, lack of these flows also impacts the 
construction of place.  

Rurality and urbanity may be more equivalent concepts since they grasp a sort of 
cognitive aspect of the place urban or the place rural. Rurality can be defined as an 
interlace of rural places, lives taking place in rural space and rural expressions and 
representations (Hallfacree 2009:455). These factors can also be attributed to Urbanity. 
Munkejord (2006) use these concepts to address how places can be ‘charged’ with what 
people perceive as rural or urban. 

If we understand that the rural and the urban creates each other as positionalities 
towards, or against, the other, it will be possible to analyse the domination of one over 
the other. Rönnblom (2014) addresses the urban interpretation and the uneven power 
structure between the urban and the rural, where the urban is rewarded at the cost of the 
rural. The concept of urban hegemony is stressed in Stenbacka (2011) in her analysis of 
the construction of rural masculinities as being ‘backwards’ within a media production, 
in contrast to urban masculinities. This is a way of perusing ‘othering,’ ordering 
individuals hierarchically. In these two examples the power dimension between rural 
and urban is revealed.  
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Rural urban identity 

Urry (2000:49) stresses mobility in regard of cultural identity and argues that peoples’ 
mobility physically and/or imaginative is shaping social life. Urrys example is about 
travelling but can be used for mobility between rural and urban space where social life 
and cultural identity can be shaped regionally, hence, between these concepts or it may 
also be shaped by both. Further Urry (2000:139) describe how places consists of 
memories and history carried by people connected to the place and that this have effect 
on the perceptions of a place and may create a sort of richness to the place if it is 
connected to many individuals. Thus, mobility is essential in understanding the 
dynamics of rural and urban space how it is created and define and finally the potential 
or non-potential these places carry in regard identity creation, expression and belonging. 

Another aspect important to add to the thinking of the rural and urban is the issue of 
identity, belonging, recognition that humans are connect to these places or ideas. And in 
terms of identity creation place is a central aspect. According to Sevänen (2004), 
identity and identity creation can be seen in different ways. Early thinkers such as 
Foucault, Kristeva and Derrida describe identity as something changeable while later 
thinkers, Hall and Giddens, saw that the contexts that the identities were created within 
ware the changeable factor. The individualization in society has also added the aspect of 
the need of identity creation. 

Time is also an aspect of identity shaping. There is a high tendency that an individual’s 
perception of his/her identity becomes stronger over time (Sevänen 2004:5). This is 
important in regards of understanding people with higher age, sometimes described as 
rigid or hard to change. Instead this can be read as someone who has also had their 
opportunities in creating and finding their own identity. It could also be argued that if 
identity creation is related to one place, landscape, the time within this environment is 
also a major factor in creating identity or a sense of belonging. Hence, people that have 
multiple places where they associate their belonging to may have an identity that 
intersect the rural-urban binary. On the other hand, people with more time and stronger 
belonging to just one place may have a stronger tie to this particular place in regard of 
their identity.   

Connecting rurality and urbanity with Butlers (2007) performativity, originated in 
theoretical conceptualization of (binary) gender roles, enables the opportunity to 
understand and theorize how rurality and urbanity is not about being, it is about doing, 
namely it is something that is performed. Butler (2007:214-215) addressed how 
gendered identities are to be regarded as something that is performed, performativity, 
rather than something that exist as a factual reality within someone’s body. Hence the 
body become gendered through actions and notions. These theoretical and analytical 
tools could also grasp the aspects or rural urban binary where the rural performativity 
stands for a rural way of living and inclusion of rural ideas while urban performativity 
characterizes with urban lifestyle, ways of living, and identity.  

With regards to identity and landscape, it has been shown how indigenous people and 
their special right to access nature can be seen as positive thing but also function as a 
burden in reality. As change occur such as modernization clashes of images of how their 
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life is supposed to be lived and how the process of modernization naturally includes 
these people too appear. The example is the narratives of Sami people who are seen to 
have traditional ways of using land and when this is not correlating to the expectations it 
leads to conflict (Mathisen 2004:145). This is highly relevant for rural populations 
where living close to wilderness for example has an impact on how society and policy 
makers shape the possibilities for change in the locality. It is a matter of adapting to 
change or participating in change. And in aspect of identity shaping this is interesting 
because if identity is partly created by narratives from the outside such as urban norm 
and/or globalization. 
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Three contexts, one summary 

In the above three sections brief views on how the research front on attitudes towards 
wolves are presented. Surveys have given the patterns of that there is rural urban 
dynamics associated to the wolf also that the presence of the wolf has impact on the 
negative attitudes. In regard of environmental philosophy, the author stresses that there 
are underlying ideologies in people’s perception on nature and that the nature have 
different functions, instrumental in anthropocentric and intrinsic in eco-centric, for 
different ideologies towards nature. These aspects are also manifested in research in 
various fields natural science and social science and qualitative and quantitative. 
Political ecology is put forth as a perspective in handling these ontological and 
epistemological clashes.  

Further the author suggests rethinking on rural urban binary in regard of identification 
and belonging. Due to uneven power relations between rural and urban space urban 
hegemony, urban bias etc. it is important to put attention to individuals’ association to 
rural urban binaries and how they place themselves in regard of this. The concept of 
performativity is stressed and suggests that this can be used in understanding how 
rurality and urbanity is not about being but about doing and relating to something.  

Without claiming that this thesis is doing a discourse analysis of the wolf in research, 
the author acknowledges that there are also indications of polarization here in regard of 
environmental philosophy. Partly this can be described by the ontological assumptions 
and epistemological strategies that researchers in various fields undertake. These three 
context functions as a way to position the thesis the differentiated research contexts. 
This is also a matter of being transparent of the process and how the outcome of the 
thesis can be situated. Addressing political ecology perspective and the narrative 
approach a way is made forward to handle the clashes within research and between 
research and perceived reality. Hence, how different knowledge systems can be 
recognized alongside each other. 

When reading the rest of the thesis the reader should bear in mind that importance is lay 
upon that narratives and that the research on attitudes that have been done shows 
patterns of where and who takes a favourable position towards the wolf and who does 
not. There is also an emphasis on the narratives and social construction of nature and 
how it links to uneven power dynamics in regard of nature management and 
conservation. And the thesis also suggests that the conceptualization of the rural and 
urban identity is included in the understanding of attitude formations towards the wolf. 
The next step in this thesis is to take a closer look at what land use narratives are present 
in the landscapes of the wolf and in Sweden and which ideas that are to be localized in 
the time of the last century. 
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Background: Land use narrative(s) 

The land use context serves as a description of where this study is positioned in a 
geographical context but also with a glance at recent history and the ideas that are 
represented in the wolf-human landscapes. The emphasis lay upon the thoughts and 
ideas that have influenced land use and nature management changes that have elapsed 
during absence of the wolf and recent history. The first section is a description of how 
the intensification of the forestry occurred and in the second section the contrasting 
ideas on environmental protection and management grew alongside these dramatic 
changes.  

 
Forest and agricultural change 

The forest is essential in Swedish landscapes and the changes during 1900s have been 
dramatic. The natural state of the Swedish forest coverage stands for about four fifths of 
the national surface. Today the coverage is about two thirds. Around the year 2000 it 
was estimated that Swedish virgin forest1 was just over one percent and natural forest 
about five percent (Bernes 2011:37, 48). These are to be seen as a consequence of the 
intensification of the use of forest as a commodity.  

The way in which forestry have been exercised has changed over time. During times 
when cattle was let out in the forest for natural pastures, the forest looked sparser. The 
domesticized animals also contributed to increased biodiversity of the otherwise less 
diverse boreal forests. The human population growth triggered intensification of the 
land use. And the industrialisation of the forest begun somewhere between 1700s and 
1800s in relation to the mining industries. The change of pasture to other types of land 
also occurred. After 1950 the technologies and methods for forestry made the usage 
even more intense and from a global view Swedish forest can be considered highly 
extracted (2011:49-51, 48). As a reaction to these changes the biodiversity of the 
forested landscape has decreased (Bernes 2011:61). Growing population of moose and 
deer have led to less leaf trees and pine and spruce are the most common (74) (Bernes 
2011:37,48-51,61,74). The moose (alces) population in Sweden is one of the world’s 
most dense in relation to aerial surface. Variation from summer and winter population is 
around 200 000-300 000, which means a yearly hunting harvest of about 100 000 
moose individuals. What is also particular with the Swedish moose population is that it 
has a strong growth with many twin births. The moose population’s varieties are closely 
connected to human activities such as hunt and intense forestry, the moose is also 
considered the most important game in the hunter community (SOU 2005:116 page 
132). The yearly number of hunters in Sweden is just under 300 000 (Johansson 2017). 
The Swedish strategy of game management (Swedish: viltförvaltning) contains the 
aspect of having a management that is sustainable and highly adapted to change both in 
nature and society. It is also stated that there should be emphasis on the whole 
ecosystem where game, landscape and humans are considered.  

                                                
1 Forest classified as in its natural state, before being exploited by humans. 
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Taking a closer look at Värmland, where the forest as a resource have been prominent 
both as timber and pulp industries. Here log driving was a way of transporting timber all 
the way up to late 1900 (ended 1990) where the timber has travelled through the 
landscape from the very north to the south (Lagerqvist and Lindqvist 1999: 96) where 
major industries were positioned and some still is positioned. Even if the forest was 
industrialized the workers usually used the same working tools and equipment in 1950 
as hundred years ago. It was rather the organisation and the market that changed. The 
process of urbanisation also made many people move to cities. So, local communities 
had both prosperous and hardships of these changes. The people that got employed in 
the forest had wages to rely on instead of having to rely on the returns from agriculture 
but then the urbanisation had social impacts rural ways of living (Ibid. 1999: 99-100). 
Further on, small-scale forestry was ousted by larger companies and this also led to 
decrease in population. Something seen as a vast source of income had also changed the 
social space of the once populated forest (Ibid. 1999: 124, 126).  

Before 1900s cattle in the forests was common way of summer pastures. And during the 
past century this type of strategies decreased. The remaining free range natural pastures 
site (Swedish: fäbodar) has also created secondary income by incorporating lodging for 
tourist or dairy products (Larsson 2011).  Danell et al. (2011) suggest that the decline in 
cattle on natural pastures in combination with that the large carnivores were almost 
extinct in the beginning of 1900s enabled the ungulate populations to grow. 

The forest has been something that people could make a living off. The changes have 
been economic and technological but have also changed the way the forest look. And in 
regard to which animals that compete in the forested landscape it is suggested that the 
large populations of ungulates that have enabled high hunting pressure in Sweden stems 
as a concequence from these changes. At the same time biodiversity in the forested 
landscapes have changed due to less cattle on natural pastures and towards the 
industrialisations of the extraction of timber in Swedish forests. 

Potter et al. (2008) highlight that the modernizations of rural agricultural landscapes 
carries trajectories from urban industrialization and modernization which mean that 
these landscape changes could be seen as an urbanisation of the land (2008: 444). 

 
Ideas, environmental protection and management 

In contrast to the rational and in many aspects economic driven changes that the land 
use proceeded through during the last century there was also many initiatives that were 
coloured by different ideas taking place at the same time. 

In the early 1900s Sweden took measures to protect nature in the more and more 
changing landscapes. Laws on nature conservation were founded and the first National 
Parks were established in spirit of keeping pristine nature intact for future generations. 
SSNC and Swedish association for tourism (Swedish: Svenska turistföreningen) were 
founded. The nature tourism was first an activity for the upper-class in the society but 
efforts were made to spread the interest of nature experiences in the society since it was 
considered to promote the sense of national identity in times when industrialisation and 
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urbanisations proceeded (Bernes and Lundgren 2009:41). After the Second World War, 
new types of nature conservation were preserved in Sweden. Instead of the spectacular 
the focus shifted to representative nature. The conflict between landowners and people 
using their right to public access (Swedish: allemansrätten) also appeared more 
frequently. The concept of nature care was coined in contrast to conservation and 
management of nature. The animal protection and shoreline protection were also 
established (Bernes and Lundgren 2009: 45-46.) The 1960s also initiated a number of 
new laws and policies for environmental protection and in 1967 Swedish Environmental 
Protection Agency (Swedish: naturvårdsverket) was founded as an authority with the 
mission to ensure national nature conservation and nature care. In the 1980s sustainable 
development was coined and awareness of environmental degradation was starting to 
influence a majority of the general public (Bernes and Lundgren 2009: 277). 
Membership in the EU was another step into a more active role in environmental 
protection. Internationally the EU was influential on these issues (Bernes and Lundgren 
2009:279). The agricultural changes are most prominent with regards to the 
monocultures and that the natural pastures have been abandoned in favour for pasture 
on fields and also to keep cattle stalled on a yearly basis. This has led to decrease in 
biodiversity in theses environments (Bernes and Lundgren 2009: 220). 

Also, start the early formations of national parks and protected areas in the end of 1800s 
and beginning of 1900s is an example of how the view on nature changed. Leopold 
Aldo is considered to be the first thinker whose ideas inspired the environmental 
movement that deployed and influenced international agreements conventions and 
legislations of nature conservation and management after the 1960s (McNeill 2011: 
372-373). International research initiatives on environmental changes was also 
employed by UN and research changed the perception on nature and natural resources. 
McNeill even mention that the view on the wolves changed and they were not seen as 
the rapscallion in the forest anymore (McNeill 2011: 375). 
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Methodology 

Methodologies are the very core of how the researcher will conduct the study. The 
answers that will be found are linked to the methodological tool. The life story method, 
also called biographic method, enables in-depth perspective into the circumstances of 
who takes a certain attitude position towards the wolf and why, since it will capture the 
dynamics of a person’s life and how this person relate, associate and explain (or not) 
this phenomenon. The analysis and the research outcome are in the faith of a well-
structured and rigorous methodology. Furthermore, the controversial nature of the issue 
of the wolf’s return makes it a sensitive issue to study why the ethical considerations of 
the study have been present at all stages. 

The ontological considerations are subtle realism. Epistemological considerations 
associated with the phenomenological aspects. Phenomenology associates with the field 
of interpretivism in science where there is space made for humans to address their 
notion and meaning of their realities (Bryman 2012: 29-31). Yet, as stated previously, 
this thesis is not positioned more or less toward any of the scientific traditions in how 
we think and know the world. The thesis is rather situated in-between and acknowledge 
that there is a clash between natural science and social science in these topics. But it is 
trying to work around this aspect.  
 
 
Limitations 

This study’s ontological recognitions (subtle realism) epistemological considerations 
(phenomenological) is closely related to the limitations of the thesis. The constructed 
narratives, historical context and research environment are all arenas for this study to 
associate and/or position against. The strive for objectivity and closeness to reality will 
always be a matter of betterment. The author acknowledge that further interpretations 
and a better narratives could be constructed. Though defends these narratives to the 
background of relevance for the research aim and question as well as based on 
information in the collected empirical data. 

What the thesis does not do is to show a direct correlation between an individual 
opinion to the wolf and approach to nature. It captures something that is dynamic and 
complex. The empirical data is large, this could be seen as a strength in the aspect of a 
rigour data collection. But a large empirical material also includes a lot of information 
and for the time plan of this project many things had to be left out. The three most 
prominent themes within the interviews are there. The geographic limitation is 
Värmland apart from the two participants who anyway got hold of my contact with my 
advertised inquiry. With this said the topic of the wolf does not end outside of the 
border of Värmland and the wolf-human relation can be contextualized in many other 
aspects for example Sami and their reindeer husbandry, as well as people across the 
national border who have a different reality in terms of legislation and international 
commitments. Looking out in Europe there would be other implications to take into 
account. This thesis therefore does not carry generalizability of the data, instead strives 
for theoretical generalizability. The limitations within the context of Värmland should 
also be mentioned. Scale on urbanity is one aspect. There are various local potential 
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stakeholders that are not participating in this thesis. Many voices are not heard in this 
thesis. Though the level of saturation in data collection was reached in regard of 
research the research purpose and question’s focus. 

  
Study design, research strategy and methodological tool 
 
This thesis aims to take a participatory approach in engaging the informants into the 
research process and construct scientific knowledge out of their stories. The methods 
chosen is life story that goes under multiple names within various fields of research. 
The method is also called biographic interview, oral history, and narrative interview, to 
mention a few (Ormston et al. 2014:17; Bornat 2008). Atkinson (1998) addresses that it 
is a method that enables individuals themselves to use their own word and explanations 
with regards to the research topic. In this study, the method intersects with in-depth 
semi-structured interview. During the fieldwork, it became apparent that humans share 
their stories in different ways and in different amounts. Anyhow they still share their 
stories. But as what Atkinson (1998) refers to as a life story something that can be used 
by other scholars in other research projects could have not been the case with these 
interviews. Here the interviews have covered the wolf, nature, environment, forest, rural 
and urban concepts and identification as the themes of investigation and life has 
functioned as a background material. And questions of childhood, family and friend’s 
way of living, work life/career, education, migration patterns, and what type of 
information you take part of have been asked in regard of the life-theme. Even if the 
answers are more or less dense, verbal and processed among the different individuals in 
the study, it does capture individual’s lengthy perspective of their life and changes in 
relation to the themes investigated.  

The thesis abductive approach allows both the researcher to have initial hypothesis as 
well as the participants to contribute to broadening and changing the direction of the 
research question and conceptualization of the research findings (Ormston et al. 2014; 
Blaikie 2007). There is a relevance in being transparent and distinguish the difference 
between the participants and the authors words or concepts in regard of the empirical 
findings. According to Ormston et al. (2014), this is called first-order concepts for the 
participant and second-order concepts for the researcher. This arrangement has been 
used in the coding process in order to minimize the level of interpretation. 

Further the thesis seeks to find analytical or theoretical generalizability where the 
empirical data sets up against other similar theoretical conclusions (Bryman 2012:71). 
In this case study, this is made in two partly separate sections. First, about the 
participants’ information on the wolf, nature and forest where so called first order 
concepts (see Ormston et al. 2014) is extracted, and can be stressed as knowledge from 
bottom-up. And secondly, on the concepts of rural and urban that is something that is 
top-down generated knowledge where the author has made a theoretical interpretation 
data. This could be called second order conceptualizing (Ormston et al. 2014). 
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The sample 
 
The study population in this study is a non-probability purposive sample (see Ritchie et 
al. 2014: 112-114), since the sample has been chosen by a particular criterion, namely 
since they all have something to say about the return of the wolf in Swedish landscapes. 
It may also be considered as a stratified purposive sample (see Ritchie et al. 2014: 114) 
since efforts have been made to find people who stand positive, negative and neutral 
towards the existence of the wolf. Inquiry was advertised in supermarkets and 
restaurants along the roads E45 and 61. Alongside snowballing was used, trying to find 
people that wanted to participate. The people that were contacted were active in farming 
or people that could help me find people involved with farming. The people that replied 
on the advertisement had various professions. But they are all in the sample population 
because they all refer their 'way of life' to the return of the wolf. Six of the participants 
are connected to the advertisement and the remaining was found during the time of 
fieldwork with me approaching or being mediated though others. Many of the 
participants had suggestions of more people to interview. In some cases, I approached 
these mediated contacts but sometimes I did not. This was to handle participants’ 
anonymity and to take regard of ethical considerations connected to the fieldwork. 
 
 
The process 

The initial focus of this study was to find rural voices in Värmland since the geography, 
land use as well as the wolf context can potentially differ vastly in different areas of 
Sweden in regard of the wolf. Anyhow, emphasis was made on finding different voices. 
Another scope of the thesis was to look at the division of rural and urban and how 
applicable or limiting it is in how we understand the issue of the wolf return in Sweden 
in association to these concepts. This also showed to be an issue in regard of who the 
participants were. First, I advertised in supermarkets and local grocery stores, restaurant 
along the roads E45 and 62 that are located in the centre of the county from south to 
north. This was considered to be a way of finding participants from a grass root level 
rather than trying to find people via organisations for example. Alongside the 
advertisement in these places I also tried to contact potential stakeholder such as 
farmers, hunters and families with kids. I always addressed that the study needed 
different opinions positive negative and neutral in order to give a broader understanding 
of the issue. Further into the project I also advertised in Hälsingland another county 
further north in Sweden. When I then realized that the data I compiled in Värmland was 
plenty and I reached a sort of field saturation still there was uncertainties in how these 
people could be defined in terms of if they could be considered to be rural or urban 
residents or residents of Värmland or just having other connections to Värmland or 
connections to the wolf topic. Some interviews have been carried out outside of 
Värmland or outside of what could be classified as wolf dense areas but still with people 
that are connected to Värmland or the wolf dense areas in terms of time, identification 
and/or occupation or hobby. Two of the participants have little or no direct connection 
to Värmland but rather more connection to the wolf topic and they are less apparent in 
the results section. This could be a matter of critique of the study. The defence lays on 
the reasoning around these framing concepts of the rural, urban and nature (instrumental 
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or intrinsic approach to nature) and how categories and their mutual relation in time and 
space in some respects carry fluidity and mobility.  

The interviews were conducted in homes, workplaces or other meeting places such as 
restaurants. The importance of having a safe and comfortable space to talk uninterrupted 
was considered. After all the interviews were completed they were transcribed and 
coded after themes. The coding resulted in quotations that in the result section are 
presented in the themes of the study approach to nature and the wolf and rural urban 
diffusion. The reader will not be able to track a single participant and his/hers quote but 
the strive has been to include quotations equally between the participants. 

Nothing in the results can be quantified or measured nor does it give a representative 
result in attitudes towards the wolf. Instead it enables a deeper understanding to the 
backdrop of the attitude surveys previously done. It grasps nuances and approaches that 
are more explanatory to the generalizable research findings in previous research. 

 
Literature review 

The literature review in this study was done on research on attitudes on wolves in 
Sweden and USA in particular, where many of the bigger survey studies have been 
made. In general, the literature review has also included geographic research on human-
animal relations, which in some aspects are also closely linked to historical studies, or 
animals as a resource (meat labour) research. Further the author also included literature 
on geographic binaries of nature - culture and rural - urban. The author acknowledge 
that the study could have been much better if the literature review was made as 
profoundly on all these themes though argue for the necessity of positioning the results 
within several research contexts as a consequence of the study design. According to 
Bryman (2012:110-111) this is a narrative review and has an openness for what is there 
to come out of the compiling process of the data. Bryman also highlight that these 
reviews more often focus on understanding of knowledge rather than contribute to the 
knowledge accumulation. Certainly, this study is interpretative but still aspires to make 
a contribution take in knowledge accumulation. What the qualitative method approach 
contributes with to this particular research topic is that it creates contextual, explanatory 
and generative information (Ritchie et al. 2014:31). 

 
Criticism of the sources 

In this thesis, many of the literature sources are from anthologies and monographies. 
This is a consequence due to the topic’s many touching points. In order to make a rigour 
but also even analysis, literature review over all concept, theory and methodology 
would have been desired. The time frame for the project naturally leads to pragmatism 
and the usage of anthologies give many times an overview and scrutinizing cited and 
references of renowned scholars gives an overview of the field. With this said the author 
highlights transparency of any shortcomings in terms of any failures to take important 
knowledge into account. 
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Positionalities 

There is importance to make space for the author’s positionalities and research bias 
within this study. In several aspects, I carry dual positionalities in regard of the topic. I 
was born and raised in the city Karlstad, which is the main city in the county of 
Värmland. I have friends and family that have lived and worked within this 
geographical area as well as friend and family that have moved away from this area. I 
have left Värmland in favour of a more urban life and also chosen a pathway in my 
work life that can be related to urbanity. I also carry trajectories of my ancestors and 
their relation to the landscape, thus I can sympathize with both rurality and urbanity. In 
regard of nature I consider myself as a child of the environmentalist generation where 
eco-centrism and the concern of environmental degradation is emphasised. But at the 
same time, I also see the anthropocentric perspectives values and how social inequality 
between humans is an important issue to address in close connection to the 
environmentalist discourse. By addressing this dual positionality there is no intentional 
diffusion and making a circle argument, rather it is a way of stressing the non-ability of 
stepping outside of the human mind. It is easy to stand by animal ethical principals in 
theory but put into a reality of people juggling ethical and sustainability issues there are 
more aspects to take into account.  

This is also why, I after the execution of this thesis still have a non-position in regard of 
the wolf and nature and environment. To me it just appears as people take the actions 
and shape the attitudes they need in order to ensure or justify their way of living.  

 
Ethical considerations 

The topic of the wolf as stated previous is highly polarized and the public debate 
contains strong emotions and opinions that many times also express negative attitudes 
between people that have a different opinion of the wolf. The other aspect is that, the 
wolf is present in more or less rural areas, which adds to the participant vulnerability. In 
rural areas people’s identity and lifestyle is less anonymous than in a city due to that 
there are not as many individuals in the same area. Hence, very general details like 
occupational status or educational title could reveal someone’s identity more easily in 
the rural research setting. In rural areas it is common with a centre where all the 
inhabitants go to for social services, health care, school etc. but also gas stations and 
supermarkets are places where people travel from far distances to. This is important to 
be aware of to be able to guarantee anonymity. So, instead of choosing a location and 
interviewing everybody on their opinions there, the location chosen is larger, more 
diffuse. The chosen method life story interview is not only something that provides the 
researcher with an in depth understanding of the research topic it is also a 
methodological tool that requires extensive strategy in dealing with the anonymity of 
the participant. In particular in the rural context. The way that this has been dealt with is 
first to let the geographic boundaries be of fluid character. The geographic location is 
Värmland but there are still people that have got into contact and participated anyway. 
This is also something that show on the mobility in rural areas why it also could be 
problematic to argue for the geographic boundaries. The participants that I have reached 
out to have also been informed about the anonymity and in several cases participants 
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have given me contact details to other people that could be a part of the study. Some of 
this proposal was considered to be problematic while others could be conducted this 
depended on if the anonymity could be guaranteed or not. In the coding and 
presentation of the results is also a consequence of keeping the participants integrity 
first. Some information has been taken out of the material due to its detailed character. 
Necessary measure has been taken by the author both during field work and after in 
handling the data. In terms privacy, it is much softer. Life course interview is talking 
about life which carry private information. Also, here the participants were informed on 
the motivation for using this type of interview and it was always the researcher’s 
interest to keep a comfortable situation. There is no need of scrutinize someone private 
life, it was all up to the participants themselves to choose what to share or not. There 
was no level of deception. The participants were introduced to the aim and research 
questions and also the methodology and that their answers would be coded and analysed 
together with other peoples’.  

 
Participants 

Here, detailed information about the participants as a group will be given in line with 
the ethical considerations of the thesis. This relates to the spatial setting of the study, the 
rural, but also to the sensitive nature of the subject. The participants are four women and 
ten men. The ages vary from about 25 years to around 70 years. Many of them have 
higher education such as university degree, collage degree and/or post-secondary 
education. The people without higher educations have work experience that equals 
higher education or have had careers that have gained them a lot of knowledge in their 
particular field. They are or have been working for local authorities, health care, self-
employed farmers, within public relations, as biologists and within the service sector to 
mention the main working titles people have been using when describing themselves. 

The participants’ patterns of migration have been that they have moved to bigger cities 
and stayed, others have moved back. Some participant has lived abroad in periods of 
their life while other participants have had a smaller distance range of their patterns of 
migration in life. When it comes to the moves between rural and urban areas, any 
pattern is very hard to reveal from the empirical data due to vast differences in the 
definitions of what rural and urban is between these individuals. This finding will 
further be highlighted in the results and thoroughly examined in the discussion chapter. 

All, except two of the participants, have touching points to the county of Värmland in 
Sweden. The two exceptions got hold of the advertisement for participants to contribute 
to the thesis. These two exceptions still have a touching point to the issue of the wolf 
return, and it may be argued that there is more or less connectedness towards Värmland 
in some aspects since humans’ connectedness to place may be take various forms. So, 
the touching points for the participants connected to Värmland consists of that they are 
born there, some have origins in Värmland that goes generations back in history others 
have moved in from other parts from Sweden or from outside of Sweden. Most of the 
participants work in Värmland but a few works outside of the county and there are also 
examples of people working in the international sphere. 
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Seven of the participants have been considered positive towards the wolf, six 
participants as negative and one as neutral. Eight of the participants have seen at least 
one wolf once but many have had multiple meetings with wolves. The other five have 
not seen wolves but some of these participants have seen traces.  
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Results	  
Similarities despite different attitudes 

The group division in the results consists of advocates, opponents and the neutral voice. 
The division stems mutually from the participants words on their position to the wolf 
and the authors initial inquiry for different voices. Many of the participants show 
nuanced and dual positions towards the existence of the wolf. Thus, weather you say 
you are positive, negative or neutral to the wolves’ existence there are numbers of issues 
brought up by the participants that makes them closer to one or the other positions. For 
example, that they are positive but the numbers of individuals are conditional: 

“(...) if it was more moderate numbers so that it... I don’t think it should be 
eradicated, I think that today it feels like there is too many because of the increase 
of attacks of animals... It [read the wolf] should be able to find the food it’ll need in 
the forest and not attack sheep and horses and cows and...” 

(Advocate of the wolf) 

Or that if they would have had visits from a whole wolf pack in their garden it is a 
difference in comparison with having one wolf passing their house: 

“That would be more unpleasant I think, if it is a whole pack”. 

(Advocate of the wolf) 

Both things addressed by someone who is in favour of the wolves’ presence in the area. 
Another of the advocates of the wolf also state a condition for the wolves’ existence 
which is that the wolf should have access to their whole natural habitat. This would also 
include the area of reindeer husbandry in the North part of Sweden where the minority 
population Sami, has the right to perform their way of living with the reindeer industry, 
which is not compatible with the establishment of wolf territories. So, she expresses it 
like this: 

“(…) if we should have wolves then we should have it in the whole natural habitat. 
There should not be an invisible border here [gesture], north from here it’s Sami 
area and reindeer husbandry and there we can’t have wolves”. 

(Advocate of the wolf) 

Some of the opponents of the wolf also show that when the number of wolves were so 
few that they could be more certain of no interaction with the wolf during the hunt then 
it was considered more tolerable to have the wolf in their vicinity, 

 
“When the wolf came it became something else, it became very uncertain. But 
okay then, he might as well be here. But it was like this, that we had a map with 
grids and then we called the 'wolf telephone' and got information on which area 
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the wolf was at the moment (…) okay he is a fair bit away from us, we can go 
ahead [with the hunt] And we did that, one or two times a day”. 

(Opponent of the wolf) 

While someone with cattle had problems with the wolf from the start of its return. Yet 
this person points out that he wants to have wild animals in his vicinity. It is when the 
wolf additionally started to disturb the hunt and at the same time also being more 
present and close to houses and homes of people a limit was reached. There was too 
many things to work around:  

“But anyhow, it is essential that you want wild animals around you. But when you 
look at the situation (…) this is only a matter of 100 meters from settlements, on 
the other side of the river we have had four predations of moose [alces]”. 

(Opponent of the wolf) 

You can work around one problem but if you with time and the growth of wolf 
population also had problems with the wolves in your spare time and hobbies it was 
considered as a more negative. And a person who saw the first traces of wolves in 1972 
could not imagine back then that he would think so negative about the wolf that he does 
today: 

“Because as long as you don’t have the wolf on your land and have contact with 
him [read the wolf], you don’t have anything against him. You don’t know what it 
is, not until you get in contact with it and see what he [read the wolf] causes”. 

(Opponent of the wolf) 

We also have the circumstances of how much interaction and which type of interaction 
you have with the wolves. Eight out of the fourteen participants have seen wolves at 
least once but most of these have seen it several times. There are both people that are 
positive and negative that have seen wolves. It is also true that this is the pattern for the 
people who have not seen the wolf. Hence, you can be as negative or positive even if 
you have not had a visual meeting with a wolf. Some of the participant that have not 
seen a physical wolf have still seen other traces of wolves such as tracks, carcass and 
excrement. Thus, the three groups do not have distinguished pattern in if the interaction 
with wolves is a factor in how you build your opinions towards its existence. Someone 
who have had his sheep killed and seriously harmed by the wolf is still in favour for its 
existence even though that particular experience was descried as a trauma that took 
several weeks to process or as he puts it: 

“It took me several weeks to come back after that”. 

(Advocate of the wolf) 

There are also voices from the negative group that can say that it was a fascinating 
experience to see a wolf, while others in the same group do not think that it was any 
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excitement associated with this experience. Among the positive voices the experience of 
seeing a wolf is somehow prominent. For them there is an excitement and fascinations 
associated with the animal for the one that have seen it but also the one who have not. 
There is also in several cases a desire to meet a wolf, or hear wolves howl. The fact that 
they also know that the wolf is close by, seem to be exciting in its own. 

 
The advocates voices on the wolf, the nature and the forest 

The similarities within the advocate group is that their way of experiencing nature is 
intrinsic. 

One of the advocates of the wolf is trying to be objective about the matter. He can see 
how he might not be considered to be affected since he is not a part of the hunt or 
keeping cattle he does not have children that have to wait on the school bus. He is a dog 
owner and the dog is accompanying him when he is walking in the forest: 

“(...) I have never tethered the dog or...or chosen not to go to an area. I know they 
found carcass from moose [alces] up in [mentions a location] but I have never 
chosen not to go there because of that. (…) But then my dog is not a hunting dog so 
it doesn’t run off. Otherwise I would have had to be more considerate. (…)”. 

So, no actions or changes are made in his daily life as a consequence of the wolf return. 
Apart from that he sometime chooses to take a particular road in the hope of seeing a 
wolf. He further explains his view on nature and the ecosystem: 

“I’m from the field of natural science so I think a predator’s pressure is needed... 
the further away from the natural state the worse, so to say”. 

His expression around the ecosystems has a focus on the nature on its own, the 
environment and the species within. Also, this association with the natural state of 
nature implies that little human interference in this landscape is desirable. He also 
recognizes the natural balance that wolves enable between different species. And also, 
that predators create the possibilities for other species to exists that before had been 
pushed away. He mentions the wolverine (gulo gulo) and also Golden eagle (aquila 
chrysaetos). He also contests that it cannot be a human right to hunt with untethered 
dogs. There must be a reasonable cost of letting the ecosystem be without human 
interference. Further he expresses a critique against the word management that is used 
frequently in regard of the game populations in Sweden: 

“One would like to claim that we [read humans] are the only ones that can practice 
management, I reacted on the word management, because that’s not the way it 
works actually”.  

The management critique also includes general critique on the forest management 
entailed with monocultures with imported Pine species and spruces. 
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That the hunters are the most visible and vocal in the public debate is seen as 
problematic since he feels that this is as much his forest to use and that the right to 
public access in Sweden (Swedish: Allemansrätten) is something that he feels is a 
conflicting matter in who has the right to use the land and for what. 

The aspect of increase of biodiversity in the landscape as a consequence of the wolf 
return is brought forth by another participant: 

“I just feel that it is an animal [read the wolf] that exits naturally in these 
ecosystems and with that, of course it should be here. And it contributes vastly too, 
I mean there are several species that that benefit very much from the existence of 
the wolf that before having had a decline. For example, the raven [corvus corax] 
have become common and there are many of the little bird species for example 
chickadees [paridae] that find food and the wolverine [gulo gulo] have returned 
and that they think is partly because of the wolves (…)”. 

This participant further expresses that her view on the concept of nature is in a way a 
well-functioning ecosystem and natural forests where little or no inferences is made 
from humans. She thinks that humans before was a part of the ecosystem but today this 
knowledge is forgotten and suggest that the human interference with the nature could be 
nature tourism. And the general critique of spruce plantations is again highlighted. 

To see a wolf on a bicycle ride toward work is expressed by another participant as an 
exquisite experience: 

“Very exciting. It was thrilling for sure”. 

This participants approach is showing how the presence of the wolf can be seen as 
something that is there to enjoy in the surroundings an existing phenomenon. 

One woman who had a wolf in their garden photographed by a neighbour. But she has 
not had any meeting with the wolf herself:  

“It’s not super fun I think, that it is in our garden... but...[laughter] like.. but yes, 
it’s nothing I am troubled about...”  

She has one worry and that is for their animals, cats and chicken. But there are many 
other animals that could be a potential danger for their pets so the wolf in particular is 
not a problem.  

The problem and the negative aspects she sees are for neighbours that have had animals 
attacked and negative attitude towards individual wolves that lack fear of humans. 

“(...) what I have felt against the wolf, is that it is sad that come close and takes 
animals, that it takes sheep and cows and all those. That is what has been [paus] I 
have never felt any worry before for this... so that me, myself should be scared, for 
another human being. But then, one has heard that obviously it is like...people 
like...they have no fear for humans some of them [read the wolves] (...)”. 
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Despite being an advocate of the wolf this woman also sees that there is a limit to how 
many wolves can be in one area. And even if she doesn’t feel any fear it is something 
that comes up as a future scenario when they are coming closer to human settlements 
when the wolf population grows. She continues: 

“Whatever security measurements they have and fencing it is constantly a fear of 
that the wolf is coming to take the animals and foremost that it doesn’t only take 
one and leave, it harms so many that you have to kill (…). That is scary I think. It 
is sad. Tragic for animals and animal owners”. 

Even if this woman does not have anything against the wolf she also shows 
understanding to why people in her surroundings have a different opinion in regard of 
the wolf. And further: 

 
“I have no, is not at all informed and have no knowledge about how many there is 
and it is very polarized also depending on who you ask. If you ask [mentions a 
name] or if you ask Swedish Society for Nature Conservation what is... and what is 
right or wrong I don’t know, but I think that the reason for the wolf to come so 
close is because it’s too many. The food isn’t enough in the forest and that’s why it 
has to come closer to us”. 

This verbal divide between the forest and us, can be seen as a divide between human 
and nature where wolf is part of the nature and should be or is separated from the 
human or human activity. Though this woman is talking for somebody else in regard of 
her own use of the nature she sometimes picks berries and mushrooms but not very 
much because of lack of time so her approach to the nature is not that she is involved in 
the land use. But she recognises this in her social network that people that have that way 
of living are in a different situation than her.  

Two other participants express their general interest of the animals and the nature that 
they have in their vicinity and that hearing a wolf howling from their garden is an 
amazing thing associated with pleasure. Their interest incorporates a variety of birds 
visiting their garden. And sometimes they have visits from wolves around their house: 

“A beautiful animal. Last summer we had coffee on the porch an afternoon. Then 
a wolf crossed over the field there [gesture]. Oh! You want to call everybody to tell, 
but you don’t since you don’t know what people think”.  

And that there was a wolf visiting almost every day for three weeks is also seen as 
something that is a nice element in their surroundings. It is something that can be 
observed and enjoyed. They appreciate these visits but keep them to themselves since it 
is a contested topic in the area. The social aspects of being advocates of the wolf is 
brought up also by another participant in favour for the wolf’s existence. She is 
witnessing about that she cannot go into the local gas station after revealing that she 
likes the wolf. And she has also been a dinner parties where she has been verbally 
contested of her opinion of the wolves right to exist.  
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One participant also highlights how traditional ways of looking after cattle was a well-
functioning strategy of dealing with the presence of the wolf. It consisted of that you 
stayed on the pasture over night with your animals to be able to scare wolves away from 
the herd: 

 “(...) they sat there [read together with their herd] and kept listening during the 
night. If then they heard that the reindeers became anxious they knew that there 
were wolves close by and they started screaming and shooting”. 

A male participant is expressing that his way of using nature is only for recreational 
purposes. Sometimes he picks mushrooms and berries but to him that has nothing to do 
with utilizing the land. And this is also something that many participants among the 
advocates of the wolf express. They are enjoying the nature and are visitors and can be 
seen as observers of the forest, nature and the species within. 

A man is describing himself being close to the forest as a child, visiting and playing 
being free. And a woman is expressing their surroundings as 

 “(…) cosy, pleasant and rural”. 

 
The opponents’ voices on the wolf, the nature and the forest 

A man describes how the incidents with wolf has come to escalate. And he saw the first 
traces of wolves in his vicinity in the beginning of 1970. He used to be involved in the 
local moose hunt and he also used to hunt hare, both accompanied with his dog. And 
that is something that is not possible today since it is dangerous for the dog to be 
untethered in these areas: 

“I used to hunt hare and moose and all sorts of game. And that is gone today. It is 
not possible to hunt hare for example. And for my own sake. I have always walked 
in the forest accompanied by my dog during the hunt every year. It is 
approximately 50 years. But then two years ago, we lost four dogs in my hunting 
team [paus].” 

He further explains how this lead to that he stopped participating in the hunt since his 
emotional bond to the dog is much more important. To him the dog is a part of the 
family. These are the personal aspects of the wolf but he also sees how the loss in 
hunting harvest is a big economic loss for the people involved in the hunt. He also 
thinks it has changed the life in the countryside since the hunt all his life has been an 
event for the whole community: 

“Before it was full of people here when hunting time was approaching. That’s not 
how it is today. And people bought properties to be able to participate in the hunt 
and others rented. These people are not here today”. 

He also knows two persons who have moved away from the municipality up north 
because of the wolf’s interference in their way of using the nature: 
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“(...) they moved further north because they can’t use the nature and do what they 
want here because of the wolves. And that’s how it is”. 

A woman states: 

“This is not an endangered species. I think that it doesn’t belong here. And at the 
same time, I think it is so good that they [read the wolves] walk around in Karlstad 
now so that the city people can see. Like that, it [read the wolf] is existing. I mean, 
we are people here [read in the rural area] too that are walking around.”  

So, this woman feels like the wolf have entered in some way her landscape. Also, that 
urban population lacks understanding in how that feels when it happens. She is 
addressing that there is no difference for a person meeting a wolf in urban areas and for 
her to meet a wolf in rural areas. It is two people taking a walk in their neighbourhood. 

Some of the informants have been aware of the wolf presence for several decades: 

“(...)... and then a morning in May there was a wolf that came in and took four 
sheep. 1987.”  

The next following years there was a smaller incident with the wolf on that particular 
land plot. So, after that he decided to sell that land. Since he has had the wolf near and 
on his land, he thinks that the development since end of 1980, shows how much change 
the presence of the wolf brings. And he also says that the only two counties in Sweden 
where sheep grazing is declining is Värmland and Örebro. The demand for meat is 
mentioned but also to keep the landscapes open as important in regard of sheep farming. 

He has had close contact with wolves several times: 

“Yes, you do get fascinated by it actually, and I usually say like this if people ask if 
I’m a wolf-hater, no I’m absolutely not a wolf-hater. The wolf, it’s a natural 
behaviour for the wolf, it’s the humans that are dealing with this and don’t respect 
us in the countryside who are supposed to live with this problem. That is the big 
problem. He [read the wolf] doesn’t have any natural enemies either the wolf, it’s 
just the human.” 

It is important for this participant to address that he is not a wolf hater it is rather an 
issue of management which is a question that is handled further away from the people 
who lives close to the wolf. This is also something that comes up in other interviews: 

“(...) that the municipality don’t get their eyes on this. Because it’s their 
inhabitants that are affected and that affects the whole municipality”.  

These two participants express disappointment since they cannot live the way they have 
lived before the wolves return. Another person says: 

“(…) I have not participated in any discussions. And not nurtured an extreme 
grudge [paus] I have accepted and backed out. I live a different life.” 
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This person has changed his way of living. But what also differs him to the others is his 
occupational status and address. He is working and living closer to a city and he also 
has different hobbies that can be practiced in the city and he also travel to practice his 
hobby abroad. Still he has close emotional bonds to his rural life: 

“I know what I have. In one way, I have left my roots [mentions a location], but 
have my things there. It would be a different thing if I had locked the gates and 
left. This is not how it is. I have my heart there”. 

So, the life how it used to look before the return of the wolf, with animals on natural 
pasture, letting your dog run untethered in the forest, participating in the moose hunt 
together with your dog is not something he is practising anymore. But the emotional 
bond is still there. While the other two men is still engaged with working the land on a 
daily basis, and have most of their spear time too in the wolf dense areas. For them it is 
a matter of how to live their everyday life.  

The issue of that wolves is very common around the world is highlighted by a 
participant and that it is strange that it is considered to be necessary to conserve the wolf 
on a spot in the middle of Sweden. And he is longing for the wolf to spread to new areas 
of Sweden so that more people can gain understanding for them: 

“The more they go towards Stockholm the better. Then if they take a poodle or a 
horse there... (...)” 

But he is also expressing a fear that something could happen to a human and in 
particular a child. Today you might not leave your children unattended outside anyway 
but walking to and waiting for the school bus is something that many children do. This 
is something that other participants also bring up that they know people that think this is 
not a pleasant thing to have to think about.  

The issue of knowledge of the game in the forest is also raised by a participant and that 
what a hunter knows and experience when they see the forest and the movements within 
gives an understanding he do not believe people think that hunters have and that you 
have different kinds of knowledge depending on how you use the forest where the 
hunters recognize the changes in game population others might see mushrooms or a nice 
scenery while skiing. 

The vast decrease of hunting yield is another aspect: 

“And this takes away the joy of life to live in the countryside as most landowners 
and people who lives in the countryside, they have hunt as an interest”. 

A sheep farmer see herself and her sheep as a part of the landscape creation and she 
thinks that there are many more people that have a perception of nature that it’s 
something that is static or a scenery to watch. And that this implies a lack understanding 
of the human connection and interaction in nature: 
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“(...) I feel that, more and more, that city people believe that everything just exists. 
That it’s static in a way. There is a forest and there is a meadow and some trees by 
the water. But that’s just not the way it is”.  

She has also had frequent visits from wolves that have eaten the cat food on her porch. 
The neighbours made her aware of this. Apart from that she has also seen a wolf four 
times in the near surroundings of her home: 

“But wolves have no feeling for, what shall we say, houses or that somebody lives 
here”.  

The worry for the animals is highlighted as a major issue and that even if they have 
subsides fencing it is hard to rely on that it is going to work if the land is not flat. The 
work to keep the vegetation short is also an aspect. 

Neighbours have had animals killed and severely harmed by wolves and this is 
something she do not want to experience. To keep the animals inside over night to keep 
them safe would be pointless with the pasture land she holds.  

Another participant is expressing that nature is a way of living: 

“Yes nature, it’s something obvious for us in a way. It’s a way of living, this. And 
that it is changing a little bit all the time that happens in different ways. But 
anyhow, the most essential is that you want to have wild animals around you.”  

While a woman puts emphasis on the human role in nature: 

 “(…) what shall I say, people are somehow a part of nature too”  

and she continues:  

“(...) they think of somehow a, meadows and a lake and a little beautiful forest and 
so... and that is somehow a, cultural landscape. Which is, which the human is 
involved with. And then there is wilderness also.”  

 
The neutral voice 

The neutral voice on the issue of the wolf is a man who lived within a wolf territory and 
was a sheep farmer but never had any direct contact with the wolves himself: 

“I could have information...that over there, there was a wolf yesterday, or now the 
school bus left and they, three wolves were playing there or neighbours observed 
wolves so you knew that they were around.”  

His experiences of people that have negative attitudes towards the wolf indicates that 
they are the ones that have inherited their farm and are a chain of generations that have 
tilled the land. He does not relate to any of the polarized groups: 
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“I don’t feel that I can, I have very hard time relating to people for example wolf-
haters. Or wolf-enthusiasts or what to call them. It’s an animal that lives the 
forest”. 

However, he points out the importance of the wolf in regard of ensuring biodiversity 
and that the wolf itself has a viable survival without inbreeding. And also, he shows 
dual perception of nature by first stating: 

”We are the visitors in the wolves world, I think”. 

Then nuances his statement to a combination of both human and animal world, with 
emphasis on that the nature is in focus: 

“ of course we are not separated from them [the animals]. Everything is connected. 
But nature and animals are in a way something natural or the natural state. Then 
we [humans] have built the E18 [the highroad] and things like that”.  

In regard of his use of nature it is for recreational purposes and a way of being in 
contact with his origin at present since he nowadays do not work as a farmer anymore: 

“Just gathering strength and power. It is a vast contrast to my job. The tempo 
[paus] at work. Then it is nice to just get out in the forest and be. 

His perception of rural and urban space is a comparison between life in Stockholm and 
the rest of the country. Where people in Stockholm could be seen as the only people 
living in an urban area: 

“You won’t get out to the countryside as easy and you have to go further to get to 
the countryside. And you can live in the city centre without getting in contact with 
rural areas”. 

 
The exceptions from the approach-to-nature pattern 

Two of the participants that are advocates of the wolf separates from the other 
participants in this group. Practically they would fit in the group of opponents of the 
wolf since they also have or have had a life where they have participated in hunt of 
various form including moose hunt for the first case and the second is highly involved 
in keeping cattle on natural pasture. And seeing the increase in biodiversity in these 
landscapes as an important factor today when modernisation in the land use makes the 
local systems more vulnerable. Instead of arguing their right to keep hunting or wish to 
use land in a particular way their main point is the boarder critique on how land ought to 
be used in a for the environment sustainable way. One of these men expresses his 
sympathies for how Sami used to live in harmony with the nature: 

“The old Sami had an unbelievable beautiful approach to the nature if you put it 
that way. Not leave any traces after you or do anything that could harm the after 
world. That was the ideas. And the youth of today don’t think I believe. They are 
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not truly, they don’t have the energy to work in that way. They use motorbikes, 
quad bikes and preform transports with cars [paus] it’s a complete different thing. 
It’s a different industry today”. 

(Advocate of the wolf) 

The other man is also expressing that it is a problem that you use these vehicles while 
caring for cattle or reindeers since they are harming sensitive species in these 
environments. And he is asking for means to have more people following their cattle on 
natural pasture which was performed earlier before the modernisation in agriculture and 
forestry. The critique is pointed towards the rationality and modern technology used in 
the present days. And about the hunt a participant explains that when he came to 
Värmland and participated in the hunt he did not recognize himself in this way of 
performing hunt. To him it was too rational and his interest or focus within hunt 
differed from this: 

“It was a little bit of, experience of wilderness. Untouched nature. Participating. It 
was not about the actual prey from the hunt that was the main point”. 

(Advocate of the wolf) 

So, these people both advocates of the wolves are involved in tilling the landscape but 
put emphasis on the small-scale usage or land use in close relation to the nature. Hence, 
they express deep respect for how the nature and land use was characterized before this 
modernisation in the Swedish forest and agriculture land, in this case also including the 
reindeer husbandry area. 

 
Repeated themes 

It is apparent that people are talking about different things in regard of the wolf. Many 
people are talking about the wolf question as a question on how people talk about the 
wolf and others are talking about the wolf human conflict and what the wolf is doing in 
the surroundings. In this study it is important to divide these two questions because the 
scope is to gather knowledge on how this change is perceived and what actions people 
take or do not take there is a need of seeing beyond the polarized conflict. Not simply 
presume that people hate the wolf or that their anger is projected towards an animal. 
When it comes to the people that are positive towards the wolf and their feelings it is the 
same. They might feel strongly for the wolf as an individual but they also have other 
ways of seeing nature and a way of living. So, people are complex and their arguments 
are to. And the duality in the question that is mentioned is also natural. You have your 
own personal opinion that you base on experiences, way of living and so forth. But you 
also consist out of people in you near, friends, family and their experiences. You can be 
connected to the community. And this is also strengthened by that if you are born in the 
areas, it can be assumed that you have more of these relating, empathy stories in your 
life than if you have moved in to these areas.  
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The rural urban confusion 

As a part of the data collection questions on the rural-urban dived were asked to the 
participants. This is because the wolf as mentioned before many time is expressed as a 
division between rural and urban population or rural and urban space. Already before 
field work the concepts seemed “slippery” and hard to use. So, very open questions 
about perceptions on the concepts where asked. And three themes within the 
information could be depicted. The rural-urban identification, rural-urban at different 
scale (Stockholm, urban areas, densely built, countryside, rural area and road-less 
country/country without road and/or wilderness), and rural-urban as symbols of where 
the power is located. 

There are no general patterns in how people identify themselves as rural or urban and 
therefore no patterns on how rural and urban people positions themselves for or against 
the wolf. Some expresses that they are not a part of a backward conservative 
countryside. And that there is a number of people taking initiatives to keep the 
countryside alive: 

“(...) They are active in different questions (…) and that it shouldn't [laughter] just 
be an extinct area like... which it might actually be, I don't know”. 

(Advocate of the wolf) 

This person argues that there are things happening but refers to the images of 
backwardness and lack of development in the area.  

“Noo, it is rather actually, nice when one is off to be here [laughter]. Just to turn 
off, no neighbours one have to talk to... “  

(Advocate of the wolf) 

Another man also show how division of rural urban is conflicting his belonging: 

“But there is not a problem for us to put ourselves into the car. It is not. We have 
Karlstad to in some ways. We are so close. No, isolated in the countryside, that’s 
not us”  

(Advocate of the wolf) 

While another man to a high extent is identify himself with the surroundings: 

“And that’s for sure that I identify with this and the land surrounding, that I know 
as my own pocket” 

(Opponent of the wolf) 

Another man is talking about the forest in his vicinity as a nice place in regard of his 
links to nature: 
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”I have been chopping tree in my own forest. So, the forest is a nice place” 

(Opponent of the wolf) 

How people talk about their identification is also very different in term of if they 
identify themselves as what they do, what they used to, or what their family used to do. 
And for some it is a combination of what they do in the present and where they come 
from. Others identify themselves in the nature emotionally while others put more 
emphasis on their history/relationship towards nature. Identity is harder to grasp since it 
became apparent that people mean different things with identity and have more or less 
worked on their own story of identification. So, if you create your identity in relation to 
your surroundings, ideas or personal achievements this has impact on how the issue of 
identification will be addressed.   

The participants also show very different views on what rural and urban is. Some have 
categorized the larger city in Värmland as urban place, while others think that 
Stockholm is the only city in Sweden and that everybody living outside is a more or less 
rural population. Other people point out that there is a major difference in regard of if 
you live in the countryside or if you live in area without roads.  

In other interviews, there is also the matter of where political and legislative power is 
located as an indication of where rural and urban space starts and ends. Thus, there is 
associations with the government, also the European Union is mentioned, local and 
national authorities and the civil servants that are employed at different levels stands for 
some participants perceptions of the rural urban divide.  
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Discussion of the results, conceptual linkages, conclusions and 
contributions 
Discussion 

The thesis shows how people’s approach toward nature associates with their attitude 
towards the wolf. The advocates share the description of that the value of nature is 
intrinsic in contrast to the people who do not support the existence of the wolf. Their 
relation to nature shows a more instrumental approach. The instrumental approach can 
also be found among participants that have people in their vicinity, emotionally and/or 
distance vice, that live closely connected to usage of nature for example farming, 
hunting, agriculture, grazing. The advocates of the wolf also use nature but in 
recreational ways such as walking, spending time, observing as well as they are 
describing it as something apart from human. Hence, they talk about themselves as 
visitors in nature while the other group see the nature as a way of living and that the 
landscape they see is something very much created by human hand and mind. These 
two approaches towards nature is found in environmental philosophy where the 
perception of anthropocentric or eco-centric views on nature are stressed (See Francione 
2008; Boddice 2011). The exceptions from this this finding is one man that is also 
hunting, he is in favour of the wolf, but here the factor for his positioning is a general 
critique against the rational intensification of land use both in terms of forest and 
hunting. He likes the traditional ways with more environmental friendly approach. 
Smaller footprints in the nature. The other one is a farmer who practises natural pasture 
with his cattle. He has had experiences of an attack with wolves where the sheep died in 
his arms. He is not against the wolf but realize how hard it is to make strategies for 
people living close to the wolf. He also highlights the general critique about the 
intensification of the land use and the degradation matters in regard of loss of 
biodiversity mainly in agricultural land and forest which is connected to these changes.  

Further the thesis brings forth that these two different approaches towards nature are 
taking place within the same landscape. And in order to fully analyse how rural 
populations see, identify and use their landscapes the land use narratives were identified 
by reviewing various texts on land use in Sweden with a focus on the changes in 
forestry and agriculture industries in Värmland and Sweden and also the movement of 
environmentalism also grew with conservation and preservation values of nature 
management. These dual narratives were recognized in the stories of the participants, 
where they either identified with the modernization of how the land use was performed 
or that they identified with the preservation story. The protection stories are highlighted 
also by (Ernstson and Sorlin 2009) or land use narratives by (Robbins 2012). What 
narrative they manifest would also colour the attitude towards the wolf. For the two 
participants that also had an anthropocentric view of nature but with criticism towards 
intense industrialized land use, they instead favoured the traditional ways of using 
nature which could indicate that the wolf may have been suitable in the traditional 
landscapes more that the rational modernist landscape. Certainly, the human- wolf 
relation was not a harmonised relation earlier in history, but then the environmental 
awareness was not present in society at the same time either. Thus, the author argues 
that none of the narratives should be perceived as more traditional or less modern. 
Instead it’s a matter of redefining and re-conceptualize in order to better grasp the 
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reality. With the perspective of Political ecology (Robbins 2012) the linkages between 
the local practices of land use and their connections to national and authoritative ideas 
and legislations as well as economic interests in resource extraction unfolds as the 
complex landscape where the wolf and human share space.  

The neutral voice, only being one it is harder to analyse but something can be addressed 
and at least function as a matter for future studies. The personal experiences of living 
close to wolves for some time and also had an instrumental view of nature as a farmer 
still this have not coloured the neutral attitude towards the wolf. Since this individual 
also have other aspect in life that could be seen as urbanized lifestyle or living by the 
urban hegemony (Stenbacka 2011) taking part in urban activities. Also, this individual 
address the recreational usage of nature at present and that the nature anyhow is 
something partly separated from human or as he express it, a natural state. So, there is 
ambiguity in this individual’s approaches towards nature as well as in the way he use 
the nature. In regard of people in his vicinity he addresses that the time within a place as 
a factor for shaping a negative attitude towards the wolf. If you were born as a farmer or 
hunter the negative approach towards wolves comes with that. This related to Urry 
(2000) on how place is charged with collective memory/history that belongs to humans’ 
connectedness to this place. Thus, if you have spent more time in this place and have 
social networks connected to this place it is more likely that you have experienced the 
changes of the wolf return and land use in a more intense way than people who moved 
in to wolf dense areas. 

The second result of the thesis is that most of the participants are living in rural areas in 
one way or another but still refer to urbanity as a norm. Some live close or in a city, 
others work in the city but mostly all of them could be categorized as rural population 
still in terms of belonging to a city or not the participants show complex and sometimes 
conflicting information on this. Supported by Cloke and Johnston (2005) the need of 
revising the concepts is highlighted. Some of the participants gladly call themselves 
rural with pride when they live in a town and others reserved for the idea of a being 
categorized as a resident of the countryside and highlight that they for sure are not 
isolated in rurality. To conceptualize this finding in a more accurate way, closer to the 
realities that unfolds within the empirical data, the concept of urban norm could be 
helpful. Rönnblom (2014) addresses urban hegemony and Potter (2008) urban bias, but 
to keep the theoretical linkages close to the empirical data the author suggests that 
rurality and urbanity could be handled as a performativity, originally posted by Butler 
(2007) in relation to the vast conceptual debate on gender construction. By addressing 
performativity, the author recognizes that these people still have close bonds to the rural 
landscape and still can have a lot of initiating urban performativity. The performativity 
incentives are place of work, location of living, where you gather your sources of 
information and news etc. Furthermore, this illuminates that the rural and urban is not 
about place, it is about ideas. This conclusion is crucial in regard of the wolf 
controversy since it highlight the need of shifting the focus onto the ideas that underline 
the action and way of participating in the landscape rather than strengthening the images 
and the characteristics of the polarized issue. The dual realities appear, and are real 
alongside each other, though the conflict seem to only appear in the light of the wolf 
return. 



	  

48	  

Conclusions 

The thesis has examined the polarized issue of the wolf return in Sweden through the 
scope of the theoretical perspective of Political ecology in combination with 
participatory approach to detect the complexity of the topic in regard of people’s 
approach and valuation of nature and how societal processes and change intersect with 
the issue of the wolf return. The conclusions that is drawn in the study is that there is an 
association between peoples’ attitude towards the wolf and their approach to nature. 
These are to be seen as the major factors behind the shaping of attitudes towards wolves 
(1). However, there is exceptions towards this finding which indicates that the land use 
narratives, the ideas and practices influencing the actions and usage in the landscape, 
are related to how attitudes towards the wolf appear (2) The approach to nature, the 
recognition of land use narrative and the position towards the wolf can be 
conceptualized by addressing rural or urban performativity where the understanding of 
how high urban performativity sets a positive approach towards the wolf and high rural 
performativity sets a negative approach towards the wolf (3). 

 
The contributions of the thesis 

The contributions of the thesis are useful in the academic context since they bring forth 
a broader knowledge about humans with various attitudes and their relations and 
experiences of living, working or in other ways sharing space with wolves. It gives a 
deep understanding in contrast to the previous research findings that have focus to a 
higher extent on the patterns, generalizable and statistical significance on the topic of 
attitudes towards the wolf. It gives a thorough explanation of the different known 
positions towards the wolf and also contrasts the previous findings on distance and 
categories of hunter, farmers for example. Also, the issue of that nature management 
and nature conservation within the academic field also has to adapt and include the land 
use narratives and preservation stories in regard of the wolf in Swedish landscapes since 
this may be an opening in detecting major factors that stirs and also enables a successful 
support in conservation of the wolf. 

This knowledge also contributes to society in different ways since it may be useful even 
if with time, changes occur in the landscape, the ideas and practices that are shaping 
attitudes. The contributions for societal aspect regards the issues of game management, 
wildlife management and the human’s role in these activities. The management is 
highly focused on the human-less nature and many time focused on a single species in a 
certain environment. This will be a contribution to add the dimension of humans who 
also live in close connection to these ecosystems weather they are connected physically 
or emotionally. Incorporating their association to land use narratives into management 
policy may serve as step towards local participation in the conservation of the wolf. 
Lastly, but as important is what this contributes to the general public and the 
participants of this study. Since the analysis is made with the starting point of the 
information of the participants the author argues that the land use narrative will 
contribute as something they can relate to. And potentially that can contribute in 
understanding the different sides of this polarized and complex issue. Instead of seeing 
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each other as wolf-enthusiasts or wolf-haters, there is now a possibility in recognizing 
each other’s recognition and relation to land use change and narratives. 

 
Suggestions for the future 
 
The story of success is certainly evident in regard of numbers of the wolf populations in 
Europe. Yet this success might be described with completely different words and 
meaning from the scope of local (human) populations. Without addressing these 
ambiguous realities of different people’s perceptions on wolf recovery, we might find 
ourselves without knowledge and tools to create a viable environment for both human 
and animals within these multifunctional landscapes. The author suggests that the focus 
should be put upon local varieties, experiences and strategies in how humans, and 
human activities in the landscape (i.e. land use) can coexists with wolves and other 
carnivores. Less focus on the numbers and more on which challenges and other local 
and regional processes that are impacting the story of success. Is there a possibility that 
the success of recovery instead is a story of urbanisation and more marginalised rural 
voices? Or is it a story of agricultural technological change that can help in developing 
more equal policy and management strategies? 
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