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Abstract  

In any instance of at least written language, there is no such thing as a delivered presence, but  

Re-presence or a representation (Edward Said, 1978: p, 21). 

  

Out of many, media is one of our important sources from where we know the world, we learn 

about society, about our surroundings, about the others. Regardless of time and space media is 

shaping our knowledge, changing the horizon of our imagination each and every moment.  

This study is about representation. How a country as the other is represented in Swedish media 

landscape. I tried to know -How is Bangladesh represented in Swedish newspapers? I have 

collected reports about Bangladesh that was published in four main stream Swedish newspapers 

and conducted a quantitative content analysis through the lenses of Agenda setting, Priming and 

Framing theory from the post colonial perspective to know how Bangladesh is represented in 

Swedish newspapers. The results found in this study are more similar to the earlier studies 

conducted by researchers and further suggests that the framing of Bangladesh, ‘the others as a 

country’ in the foreign news in Swedish newspapers are dominated by pre-framed notions and 

images of the source; which is subjected to conduct further study in general or for any particular 

country. 

 

  

  

 



3 
 

Content 

Abstract    

Contents 

1. Introduction ---------------------------------------- Page 4 

1.1 Purpose and research questions -----------  Page 4 

1.2 Material and limitations -------------------- Page 5 

2 Background: Bangladesh ------------------------ Page 5 

3 Earlier research ------------------------------------ Page 7 

4 Theory ---------------------------------------------- Page 9 

4.1 Representation ------------------------------- Page 10 

4.2 Agenda setting theory ----------------------- Page 12 

4.3 Priming ---------------------------------------- Page 13 

4.4 Framing ---------------------------------------- Page 13 

4.5 Orientalism ------------------------------------ Page 17 

5 Method  --------------------------------------------- Page 18 

5.1.1 Quantitative content analysis ----------- Page 19 

5.1.2 Sampling ----------------------------------- Page 21 

5.1.3 Application and Criticism --------------- Page 21 

5.2.1    Sampling and data collection--- Page 22 

      5.2.2   Variables and Values ------------ Page 23 

      5.2.3   Reliability and validity ---------- Page 26 

6 Result and Analysis -------------------------------- Page 27 

7 Discussion and Conclusion ----------------------- Page 36 

Literature List ------------------------------------------- Page 41 

Appendices: 

-Code Scheme ------------------------------------------- Page 43 

-Frequency tables Bar charts and Cross Tabulation-Page 46 

 

 



4 
 

1. Introduction:  

Media is one of the important sources through which we are introduced with foreign countries. 

To be very specific, foreign news is mediated texts which shape our knowledge about the outer 

world through ‘meaning’.    

But the question is which meanings are being produced by the media? How is the ‘other’, 

particularly when ‘the other’ means ‘a country from the third world’, represented in the media? 

Whether it is correct, accurate and relevant or not?  

In this thesis I will try to narrow my research focus to a more specific question. Thus, it will be 

interesting to explore how the other, as a particular country such as Bangladesh, is represented in 

Swedish media. To make it specific we can formulate the research question as: how is 

Bangladesh represented in Swedish media? But considering today’s media landscape and the 

time limitations of this research we can be more specific with the question. Instead of focusing 

the whole Swedish media, we can only focus on Swedish newspapers, i.e., How is Bangladesh 

represented in Swedish newspapers? 

1.1 Purpose and research questions:  

The purpose of this study is to know how Swedish newspapers represent Bangladesh, an 

example of ‘the other’ as a country, i.e.: How is Bangladesh represented in Swedish newspapers? 

If we accept this as a main research question then there are several questions that come forward. 

To know the answer for the above mentioned research question we should know 

-What are the topics that are most frequently covered by Swedish newspapers about Bangladesh? 

-Which frames are most common in the media representation of Bangladesh? 

-How is the relation between Sweden and Bangladesh represented in the media coverage? This 

can be political, economical (particularly trade and commerce) or cultural relations. 
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1.2 Material and limitations: 

I have chosen 100 news articles from four different newspapers in Sweden which were published 

from 2002 – 2017. The newspapers are Dagens Nyheter, Svenska Dagbladet, Aftonbladet and 

Expressen. The reason why I have chosen these newspapers is because these are the most 

circulated morning and evening newspapers in Sweden. I have analyzed the news articles 

through the lenses of Agenda setting, Priming and Framing theory from the post colonial 

perspective. 

It was not my main aim to just compare the four newspapers even it come sometime, the idea 

was to see the broader picture of the most circulated newspapers and it would be interesting to 

see if in some cases they are different. But in most cases they are almost same that is why it was 

not possible to analyze the materials in a diverse way.       

The time constraint is a limitation of this study followed by the limited number of media outlet, 

which gives us a partial portrait of the picture of Bangladesh in total Swedish media landscape.  

 

2. Background: Bangladesh 

It was the Portuguese navigator Vasco da Gama who discovered Indian Sub-Continent- but in the 

beginning of the 17th century Dutch, British and French came to this sub-continent for trade. 

They started their colony through missionaries and trade activities. Through these activities they 

entered the political arena of this feudal system based sub continent ruled by different emperors. 

Among the colonial powers British were the largest and pioneer. British East India Company 

ruled the province of British India for almost 200 years. During this colonial ruling British 

Indians went through the consequences of Industrial revolution and came in touch of the 

European renaissance. On behalf of the British government East India Company tried to develop 

agricultural infrastructure, public health and educational system. Beside this they have been 

benefited economically through trade and export. 

When the World War II broke out and new political context arose throughout the world, the 

leaders of the political party Congress led by Jaharlal Nehru and the party Muslim League led by 
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Mohammad Ali Zinnah, demanded the complete and immediate freedom of Indian sub continent, 

as reward for India’s active participation in World War II. Congress insisted on unified India but 

Muslim League argued separation based on the religiously dense populated area. But from the 

both corner focus was the freedom of the India. As a result British colonial era was abolished in 

the year of 1947.  Indian subcontinent earned freedom but separated from each other based on 

the Hindu and Muslim religious identity. Divided into two parts, India and Pakistan respectively 

based on Hindu and Muslim populated areas. India and Pakistan became two new countries. It 

would be problematic that Pakistan was divided into two parts east and west. As both the parts 

were highly Muslim dominated area, Bengal became the east part of the Pakistan. But their 

geographical distance and cultural differences caused problems. The only base they had in 

common upon which, both east and west part of Pakistan became independent in 1947 and 

separated from India, was the Muslim religious identity. But due to the geographical distance and 

cultural differences of these two parts, Pakistan could not continue as a unified state much 

longer. Bangla was the main language of Bengal which was called East Pakistan officially. East 

Pakistani, that is Bengal peoples and the leaders felt a cultural aggression on them when ruling 

governor Zinnah declare that Urdu will be the only National language of Pakistan, spoke by 45% 

of its west Pakistani people while 55% of Pakistani (east) speaks in Bangla. Political leaders, 

students and other professionals resisted. That was the first movement or resistance among the 

same religious identity based country. Over time East Pakistani citizens discovered the 

domination of west Pakistani rulers through the cultural, political and economical aggressions. 

As a result the concept of the ‘Muslim religious identity’ broke out in 1971. After 23 years of 

Pakistani era, East Pakistan separated from the West Pakistan, Bengal became Bangladesh after 

revolution of Independence, which caused approximately 3 millions of civilian killed by 

Pakistani Army. Muslim dominated Bengal, officially called as East Pakistan, named as 

Bangladesh and became independent from Pakistan. (Totten, Samuel; Paul Robert Bartrop; 

Steven L. Jacobs, 2007), (Shorif, 1988), (Imam, 1989), (International Crime Tribunal-1, 2013), 

(Times of India, 2013) 

Since 1971, Bangladesh today is a 46 years old country which exists with its pride for the history 

of its own freedom. Bangladesh is a lower middle income country gradually developing with its 

democracy, though the country was under military rule for many years. Once a development aid 

dependent country (after its independence in 1971) today it is the second largest garments 
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manufacturing and exporting country in the world with its 7.28 GDP (2017). Sweden and 

Bangladesh enjoy a very good business relation. More than 40 Swedish big companies, like 

Hennes & Maurits, Ericsson, SAAB, Volvo, IKEA and many more, are collecting big part of 

their annual revenue from the densely populated Bangladesh. Bangladesh considers its 160 

million inhabitants as human resource today, while the other foreign companies consider a large 

market. Out of its total population Muslims are 89.1%, Hindu 10%, other 0.9% (includes 

Buddhist, Christian, Sikhs etc. (2013 est.) (The World Factbook, CIA) 

 

Sweden was and still is a good friend of Bangladesh since its independence in 1971. Bangladeshi 

war children were adopted by Swedish parents during that time. Swedish development aid was 

sent to develop a newly born nation for its infrastructural and social development. Every year 

The Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency (SIDA) sends several hundred 

million Swedish kronor for the democratic development and social reforms of Bangladesh. 

Women empowerment, Child labour, Education, Environmental issues like Climate change, 

Global warming and issues of immigration are the focused area in this aid money. (SIDA, 2017). 

  

With more than 205 million speakers, Bengali is the seventh most spoken native language in the 

world by population. Every year on 21st of February Bangladesh mourns its language martyrs 

who sacrificed their life for their mother tongue in 1952. Today UNESCO celebrates this day as 

International Mother Language day. Bangladesh Cricket Team plays world class cricket in the 

international sports arena.  The glorious Nobel Prize in Literature 1913 was awarded to famous 

Bengali poet Rabindranath Tagore "because of his profoundly sensitive, fresh and beautiful 

verse, by which, with consummate skill, he has made his poetic thought, expressed in his own 

English words, a part of the literature of the West". (The Nobel Foundation, 1913).  

 

3. Earlier research: 

Some earlier research has been conducted on Swedish media’s foreign news to know its 

anthropology, how foreign news published in Swedish media represents nationality, ethnicity 

and gender etc. Anna Roosvall conducted research on foreign news for her doctoral thesis 

(Roosvall, 2005). In her research Roosvall argued that the anthropology of foreign news 
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establishes vast differences between people which depend on regions, spheres in society, gender 

and skin color. According to Roosvall they also depend on the textual setting, i.e. the discourse 

type. Roosvall established that there is a hegemony of the nation on the foreign news pages, still 

exists within the discourse of the nation. She argues that the idea of the nation still limits the 

understanding of the world and in a similar way, the explicitly subjective articles increase within 

the discourse of journalistic objectivity (Roosvall, 2005). Which she claimed an ‘interesting and 

thought-provoking paradox in the genre of foreign news.   

Another study was conducted by Thomas Petersson, titled “The country beyond the horizon”, 

about West Papua (Petersson, 2012). In his thesis Petersson’s intention was to investigate the 

characteristics of the foreign and travel journalism on West Papua that was published in 

Swedish press during 1959–2009. Petersson adopted a cultural theoretical perspective, and 

framing theory. The materials he analyzed gave the result that West Papua was viewed as a 

primitive country, which Petersson considered a comprehensive frame (Petersson, 2012). Four 

characteristics of this general frame were found in the foreign and travel journalism: 1) The 

primitive others as dangerous and destructive, 2) The primitive others as victims, 3) The 

primitive others as admirable, and 4) The primitive others as timeless and 

unchangeable (Petersson, 2012). He also found an élite and big power perspective within the 

materials that he investigated and that perspective were fundamental when the West Papuan 

conflict were reported. According to Petersson this élite and big power perspective has resulted 

in the Papuans being made invisible, and/or the Papuans and the conflict in West Papua 

remained as something odd, not holding a high value.  

In a classic study, “The structure of the foreign news”, Johan Galtung and Mari Holmboe Ruge 

discussed the presentation of the Congo, Cuba, and Cyprus Crises in four Norwegian 

newspapers. In their research, the general problem of ‘factors’ that influence the foreign news 

were discussed. Their guideline was the reasoning given by Einar Östgaard (1965). They defined 

12 twelve factors, which implications work on one factor at a time and would, if implemented, 

reduced the effects of the factors. However, the combined effects of the factors might still persist 

even if the effect of any one factor is reduced (Galtung and Ruge 1965, p. 85). They emphasized 

that their work hypothesizes rather than demonstrates the presence of these factors, which, if 

present, have certain effects among the audience (Galtung and Ruge 1965, p. 85). Some of their 
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factors that they defined are important to mention such as more reports from culturally distant 

zones even if the content has no immediate relevance for oneself, more coverage of non-elite 

nations, more coverage of non-elite people and more reference to positive events. 

 However, Bangladesh was not in the list of the countries that were studied and represented.   

In an article titled ‘Mångfald på DN: En ny princip för nyhetsvärdering’, published April 22, 

2011, in one of the Swedish renowned newspapers, Dagens Nyheter (DN), diversity in news was 

discussed by one of its chief editor Jenny Nordlander (editor of the magazine Nöjesguiden). She 

explained that there are five principles that govern what is news and how big that news is. Those 

are ‘proximity’, ‘the unexpected and dramatic event or things’, ‘the people’, ‘feelings’ and ‘the 

odd, exotic and fun’. In addition to these she wrote, there is an extra one that is the “Gender, 

ethnicity and sexuality”. However, I would like to add two more; ‘Negative event’ and ‘the Size 

of the event’ (i.e, the events that involve, and have consequences for many people) are also 

noticed as news values in Swedish newspapers. (The Swedish Media Council, 2015). This is not 

research but interesting as it shows that several of the criteria in news value theories are 

consciously used by the journalist also. 

 

4. Theory:  

What is a theory? A Scientific Theory always finds explanation for a phenomenon supported by 

facts, or convincing argumentation based on empirical evidences. A theory is important because 

it provides a backcloth and justification for the research that is being conducted. It also provides 

a framework within which social phenomena can be understood and the research findings can be 

interpreted (Bryman 2016, p. 18). In this chapter I will discuss theories of representation, agenda 

setting, priming, framing and orientalism. I have chosen these theories because I found these 

theories are most relevant to explain my research question. Through theories of representation 

we understand how meaning is produced. But it is not enough because meaning can be produced 

through different medium such as language, pictures, text, artworks, music etc. To understand 

how meaning is produced by language pictures and text I will discuss agenda setting, priming, 

framing theory because through agenda setting, priming, framing theory we understand how 
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news (content) is produced i.e. framed, which shape the meaning and how it affect the audience. 

To understand how Bangladesh is represented in Swedish newspaper, these theories are relevant 

because the topics that are common are seen as important by the agenda setters. To understand 

importance we can use priming theory because the topics covered about Bangladesh influences 

how we evaluate Bangladesh. And finally through Orientalism we understand the cultural 

perspective.  

4.1. Representation: 

Before going to explore the theories of representation one can ask the question that what 

“Representation” is. What does the word representation mean? What does the process of 

representation involve? How does the representation work? 

Representation is the production of the meaning through languages. Stuart Hall more specifically 

says that it is the way we give meaning to things through language, pictures and text. The way 

we ‘make sense of’ the world of people, objects and events, and the way how we are able to 

express a complex thought about those things to other people, or communicate about them 

through language in ways which other people are able to understand. 

According to Stuart Hall, representation is the production of the meaning of the concepts in our 

minds through language. It is the link between concepts and language which enables us to refer 

to either the ‘real’ world of objects, people or events, or indeed to imaginary worlds of fictional 

objects, people and events. (Stuart Hall 1997, p. 17)  

There are two processes, two system of representation. First, the mental representation, that the 

concepts that we consciously or unconsciously carry around in our head. Stuart Hall says there is 

a system by which all sorts of objects, people and events are correlated with a set of concepts or 

mental representations which we carry around in our head. (Stuart Hall 1997, p. 17) But these 

concepts can varies in different cultural context which we say conceptual map. Each of us 

understand and interpret the world in a unique and individual way. However we are able to 

communicate because we share broadly the same conceptual maps and thus make sense of 

‘shared meaning or shared conceptual maps’. Second, Language; is another system of 

representation. Language is important because we need to communicate. Without language it 

will not be possible to represent or exchange meanings and concepts and we can only do that 
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when we have access to a shared language. We can correlate our concepts and ideas with certain 

written words, spoken sounds or visual images, which carry meaning is Signs. Signs are 

organized into languages and it is the existence of common language which enables us to 

translate our thoughts (Concepts) into words, sounds or images, and then to use these, operating 

as a language, to express meanings and communicate thought to other people. (Stuart Hall 1997, 

p. 18). Culture, is in the heart of the meaning process, then, are the two related ‘systems of 

representation.’  According to Stuart Hall, The relation between ‘things’ (People, objects, event, 

abstract ideas, etc.), concepts and signs lies at the heart of the production of meaning in 

language. The process which links these three elements together is called ‘Representation’. 

According to Stuart Hall, Representation connects meaning and language to culture. But how 

does the concept of representation connect meaning and language to culture? To answer that 

question and explore the connection further Stuart Hall looked at the different theories about how 

language is used to represent the world. Three different accounts or theories the reflective, the 

intentional and the constructionist approaches to representation. 

Stuart Hall says, in the Reflective approach, meaning is thought to lie in the object, person, idea 

or event in the real world, and language functions like a mirror, to reflect the true meaning as it 

already exists in the world. The second approach is the Intentional approach, to meaning in 

representation argues the opposite case. It holds that it is the speaker, the author, who imposes 

his or her unique meaning on the world through language. And finally the third approach is the 

Constructionist approach, recognizes the public, social character of Language. It acknowledges 

that neither things in themselves nor the individual users of language can fix meaning in 

language. Things don’t mean: we construct meaning, using representational systems –concepts 

and signs. That’s why it is called the constructionist approach to meaning in Language.  

 

In search of our answer for the research question, in this thesis I will be working with the first 

two approaches.  
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4.2. Agenda Setting Theory:  

The term ‘agenda-setting’ was coined by Maxwell E. McCombs and Donald L. Shaw (1972, 

1993).  Agenda setting theory, a well known theory that refers to the idea that there is a strong 

correlation between the emphases that mass media place on certain issues (e.g., based on the 

relative placement or amount of coverage) and the importance attributed to these issues by mass 

audiences. (McCombs & Shaw 1972, p. 176). 

The core idea is that the news media indicate to the public what the main issues of the day are 

and this is reflected in what the public perceives as the main issues (McQuail, 2010, p. 512). 

Referring to his work with Trenaman, McQuail pointed out that the evidence strongly suggests 

that people think about what they are told but at no level do they think what they are told. He 

says, as a hypothesis, agenda setting seems to have escaped the general conclusion that 

persuasive campaigns have small or no effects.  

McQuail refers to, Davis and Robinson (1986) who criticized previous agenda-setting research 

for neglecting possible effect on what people think concerning who is important. Where 

important things happen and why things are important. He says, according to Rogers and Dearing 

(1987), we need to distinguish clearly between three different agendas: The priorities of the 

media, those of the public and those of the policy. These interact in complex ways and may have 

effect in different directions. McQuail says that the same authors argued about, media vary in 

their credibility, and that personal experience and the media picture may diverge. He added, 

‘real-world event’ may intervene in unexpected ways to upset previous agendas (Iyengar and 

Kinder, 1987). Referring to Reese (1991) McQuail says that much depends on the relative 

balance of power between media and sources, a factor that varies case to case.   

McQuail refers that Dearing and Rogers (1996) offered several generalizations about agenda 

setting. One is that different media do tend to agree about the relative salience of a set of issues. 

Secondly, media agendas do not closely match ‘real-world’ indicators. It is not the absolute 

significance of an issue that counts, but the relative strength of forces and people trying to define 

and promote an issue. Finally, the ‘position of an issue on the media agenda importantly 

determines that issue’s salience in the public agenda’ (Dearing and Rogers 1996, p. 192). 
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4.3. Priming: 

Denis McQuail says reference is sometimes made to ‘media priming’ effects, as a more specific 

aspect of agenda-setting. The Priming hypothesis states that mass media, by making some issues 

more salient than others, influence “the standards by which governments, presidents, policies, 

and candidates for public office are judged” (Iyengar and Kinder 1987, p.63). In this sense, 

studies testing priming effects examine agenda-setting as the independent variable and priming 

effects as outcomes of agenda-setting or as the dependent variable (Scheufele 2000, p. 305). The 

priming ‘effect’ is essentially one of promoting certain evaluative criteria and it plays a part in 

attempts to manage news (McQuail 2010, p. 514). 

 

4.4. Framing theory: 

Denis McQuail (2010) says much attention has been paid to the question of how news 

information is presented or ‘framed’. Tuchman (1978) cited Goffman (1974) as the originator of 

the idea that a frame is needed to organize otherwise fragmentary items of experience or 

information. (McQuail 2010, p. 380). According to McQuail (2010), the idea of a ‘frame’ in 

relation to news has been widely and loosely used in place of terms such as ‘frame of reference’, 

‘context’, ‘theme’, or even ‘news angle’. He says in journalistic context, stories are given 

meaning by reference to some particular ‘news value’ that connects one event with other similar 

ones. While it is a common-sense notion, it is also necessary to use the term with some precision, 

especially when the aim is to study the possible effects of the framing of news. In that case the 

content frame has to be compared with the frame of reference in the mind of an audience 

member. (McQuail 2010, p. 380). 

Referring to Entman (1993), McQuail says; ‘Framing involves selection and salience.’ He says 

Entman (1993) summarizes the main aspects of framing by saying that frames define problems, 

diagnose causes, make moral judgments and suggests remedies. McQuail (2010) says that it is 

clear that a very large number of textual devices can be used to perform these activities. They 

include using certain words or phrases, making certain contextual references, choosing certain 

pictures or films, giving examples as typical, referring to certain sources and so on. (McQuail 

2010, p. 380). 
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According to McQuail framing is a way of giving some overall interpretation to isolated items of 

fact and it is almost unavoidable for journalists to do this and in so doing to depart from pure 

‘objectivity’ and to introduce some (unintended) bias. Information supplied by the source to the 

media or to the journalist often comes with a built in frame that suits the purpose of the source 

and often not to be purely objective. McQuail again referred Entman (2007) for his research and 

says that distinguish between deliberate falsification or omission, ‘content bias’, where the 

reality of the news seems to favor one side over another in a conflict situation and ‘decision-

making’ bias, where the motivation and mindset of journalists are unintentionally influential. 

McQuail says that it is in the second two instances that framing comes into play. According to 

him, framing reflects both the sources that are chosen and the national context, in which the news 

is produced; thus foreign policies of the countries concerned. 

The analysis of text according to framing theory often produces clear and interesting results, in a 

transparent and communicative way, even if we are left at the end without a clear measure of 

strength and extent of the ‘frames’ uncovered (McQuail, 2010, p. 381). McQuail says in his book 

that there are many cues to draw on, presumably the same ones that are available to the audience 

that give rise to supposed effects which include visual, language usage, labels, similes and 

metaphors, familiar narrative structures and so on. He says that framing also undergoes changes 

that reflect the goals of sources as well as changing realities.  

Fairhurst & Sarr (1996) says, framing consists of three basic components: Language, Thought, 

and Forethought.  According to these authors Language helps us to remember information and 

acts to transform the way in which we view situations. To use language, people must have 

thought and reflect on their own interpretive frameworks and those of others.  

Fairhurst and Sarr (1996) described the framing techniques as follows: 

• Metaphor: To give an idea or program a new meaning by comparing it to something else.  

• Stories (myths and legends): To frame a subject by anecdote in a vivid and memorable way.  

• Traditions (rites, rituals and ceremonies): To pattern and define an organization at regular time 
increments to confirm and reproduce organizational values.  

• Slogans, jargon and catchphrases: To frame a subject in a memorable and familiar fashion.  
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• Artifacts: To illuminate corporate values through physical vestiges (sometimes in a way 
language cannot).  

• Contrast: To describe a subject in terms of what it is not.  

• Spin: to talk about a concept so as to give it a positive or negative connotation. (University of 
Oregon, 2017) 

A lot of research shows that news is presented in frameworks of meaning that derive from the 

way the news is gathered and processed. According to McQuail (2010) news is topically and 

thematically ‘framed’ for easier understanding, and it is reasonable to suppose that audiences 

employ some of the same frames in their processing of incoming news. He says the interpretative 

frames or schemata provide guideline to selection, relevance and cognition and are collectively 

constructed and often widely shared. Referring to Graber (1984), in his book McQuail (2010) 

says Graber defined a schema as a cognitive structure consisting of organized knowledge about 

situations and individuals that has been abstracted from prior experience. It is used for 

processing new information and retrieving stored information (Graber 1984, p.23). McQuail says 

schemata help in evaluating new information and filling gaps when information is missing or 

ambiguous, and both are aid to remembering news. 

Referring to Scheufele (1999), McQuail (2010) says that he has suggested a process model of 

framing effects that recognizes them as outcomes of interaction between three different kinds of 

actor: interested sources and media organizations, journalists (media) and audience. McQuail 

says, Scheufele noted that we are dealing with two kinds of frame: media frames (sender) and 

individual (receiver) frames where both kinds of frame can be either independent (a cause) or 

dependent (an effect). McQuail says, according to the model, there are four interrelated framing 

processes involving these actors. First, there is the construction and use of media frames by 

journalists and others working in news organizations under routine pressures, constantly dealing 

with sources and applying ‘news values’ and ‘news angles’ to event reports. Secondly, there is 

the transmission of ‘framed’ news reports (e.g. a cynical view of politicians) to the audience. 

Thirdly, there is an acceptance of certain frames by members of the audience, with consequences 

for their attitudes, outlook (e.g. cynicism) and behaviour (e.g. non-participation). (McQuail 2010, 

p. 511) 
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In a research Scheufele (2007) sorted out the relationship and differences of agenda setting, 

priming and framing. He says an explication of the relationships between agenda setting (and 

priming) and framing needs to bridge levels of analysis and answer (a) how the messages are 

created, (b) how they are processed, and (c) how the effects are produced. The development of a 

conceptual model that adequately explains the three effects should therefore address the 

relationship among them related to these three questions (Scheufele 2007, p. 12). Otherwise the 

field will be left with a confusing set of concepts and terminologies, he says. 

Scheufele (2007) argued that we can develop a more parsimonious understanding of agenda 

setting, priming and framing, if we subsume all three concepts under the larger umbrella of 

agenda setting. In particular he mentioned McCombs (2004), who has argued that framing is 

simply a more refined version of agenda setting. Framing, from that perspective, means making 

aspects of an issue more salient through different modes of presentation and therefore shifting 

people’s attitudes (Scheufele 2007, p. 15). Scheufele (2007) mentioned that McCombs (2004) 

has labeled the phenomenon “second-level agenda setting”. 

It was Entman (1993), who did the groundwork for much framing research but McQuail (2010) 

claimed that there has been some criticism of his ambition to construct a single general paradigm 

of the framing process. McQuail (2010) reminds us that D’Angelo (2002) argued about the 

literature which indicates the existence of at least three different framing paradigms. The first of 

these is a cognitivist model, according to which the text of the journalistic accounts become 

embodied in the thoughts and words of those affected. Secondly, there is a constructionist variant 

of the process, which sees journalists as providing ‘interpretative packages’ of the positions of 

sponsors (i.e. sources) of news. Thirdly, there is a critical paradigm that sees frames as the 

outcome of news gathering routines and the values of elites. This attributes a hegemonic 

influence to framing (McQuail 2010, p. 512). McQuail (2010) claimed that there has been some 

criticism of the general failure of framing research to pay much attention to power, although 

Entman (1993) did say that frames in news stories reveal the ‘imprint of power’. 
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4.5. Orientalism:  

The idea of Orientalism comes from Edward Wadie Said, considered as a founder of the 

academic field of postcolonial studies. He explored the history and the nature of western 

attitudes toward the east, Orientalism, as a powerful European ideological creation. According to 

Said, Orientalism is a way that the writers, philosophers and colonial administrators dealt with 

the ‘othernesses’ of the eastern culture, customs and beliefs. Said divided the world in between 

the Oriental and the Occidental. Construction of the ‘others’ identity, which is the portrayal of 

‘we’ and ‘them’, is seen through the theory of Orientalism.  

Orient means the eastern world; refers different cultures, social structures and philosophical 

systems in different context. Most often the term had a literal geographic meaning of Asia, 

Middle East and Africa. Major portions of this geographical territory have a colonial past which 

was ruled by the Occident. 

Occident is a Latin word which means “Sunset, West”; literally means the western world, often 

simplified as the West. The literal geographic meaning of west is the Greco-Roman part of the 

Europe. Occident or the West has a religious and cultural past that was influenced by the 

Renaissance, Protestant Reformation, and Age of Enlightenment and shaped by imperialism and 

colonialism of the 15th to 20th centuries. According to Said, the Occident; i.e. western society is 

developed, rational, flexible, and superior. 

In his book Edward W. Said examines the denotations and connotations of Orientalism through 

Oriental and Occidental perspective. According to Said (1978), in any instance of at least written 

language, there is no such thing as a delivered presence, but a re-presence, or a representation. 

The value, efficacy, strength, apparent veracity of a written statement about the Orient therefore 

relies very little, and cannot instrumentally depend, on the orient as such (Said 1978, p. 21). Said 

argued that on the contrary, the written statement is a presence to the reader by virtue of its 

having excluded, displaced, and made supererogatory any such real thing as “the Orient”. Said 

(1978) concluded that thus all of Orientalism stands forth and away from the Orient: that 

Orientalism makes sense at all depends more on the West than on the Orient, and this sense is 

directly indebted to various western techniques of representation that make the orient visible, 

clear, “there” in discourse about it. Said (1978) says, these representations rely upon institution, 
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tradition, conventions, agreed-upon codes of understanding for their effects, not upon a distant 

and amorphous Orient.  

According to Said (1978), the difference between representations of the Orient before the last 

third of the eighteenth century and those after it (What he called modern Orientalism) is that the 

range of representation expanded enormously in the later period. Said (1978) says, Orientalism 

responded more to the culture that produced it than to its putative object, which was also 

produced by the West. Thus the history of Orientalism has both an internal consistency and a 

highly articulated set of relationship to the dominant culture surrounding it (Said 1978, p. 22). 

Then Said (1978) says, his analyses constantly try to show the field’s shape and internal 

organization, its pioneers, patriarchal authorities, canonical texts, doxological ideas, exemplary 

figures, its followers, elaborators, and new authorities; that he also tried to explain how 

Orientalism borrowed and was frequently informed by “Strong” ideas, doctrines, and trends 

ruling the culture. Thus there was (and is) a linguistic Orient, a Freudian Orient, a Spenglerian 

Orient, a Darwinian Orient, a racist Orient-and so on (Said 1978, p. 22). 

According to Said (1978), for the emphases and the executive form, above all the material 

effectiveness, of statements made by Orientalist discourse are possible in ways that any hermetic 

history of ideas tends completely to scant (Said 1978, p. 23). He says, without those emphases 

and material effectiveness Orientalism would be just another idea, where as it is and was much 

more than that (Said 1978, p. 23). Said (1978) gives reason that therefore he set out to examine 

not only scholarly works but also works of literature, political tracts, journalistic texts, and travel 

books, religious and philological studies (Said 1978, p. 23). According to him, his hybrid 

perspective is broadly historical and “anthropological” and he believed all texts to be worldly and 

circumstantial in ways that vary from genre to genre and from historical period to historical 

period (Said 1978, p. 23).   

5. Method: 

What is a Method? It is reasonable to say that a method is a technique. According to Alan 

Bryman, a research method is simply a technique for collecting and analyzing data. It can 

involve a specific instrument, such as a self-administered questionnaire or a structured interview 
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schedule, or participant observation whereby the researcher listens to and watches others. 

(Bryman 2016, p. 40). 

I have chosen to use Quantitative Method to conduct my research work. More specifically, I will 

use the Quantitative Content analysis. The reason behind using quantitative content analysis is it 

will support to investigate my research question, and to do this research I will be dealing with the 

media reports that has been published in Swedish newspapers. Quantitative content analysis 

supports to analyze a large amount of media text. 

Moreover, one might again ask why I should use quantitative content analysis. It’s because 

quantitative content analysis can be used for discussion about what precedes the media content, 

such as age, culture, values. Not only that, quantitative content analysis can be used for 

discussion about what comes after, such as effects of media content  

There are both qualitative and quantitative types of content and textual analysis. The parts of 

textual analysis are Quantitative content analysis and Discourse Analysis. Then why shouldn’t I 

use discourse analysis or other qualitative methods?  This is because I will be analyzing large 

amount of text (news production) where text can be quantified from a patterned news production. 

And there I can identify larger structures of representation.  

I have considered four Swedish mainstream newspapers such as Svenska Dagbladet, Dagens 

Nyheter, Aftonbladet and Expressen. Among these newspapers, two of them are morning and 

two are evening newspapers. Articles from both online and print medium are in my 

consideration.  

5.1.1. Quantitative Content Analysis:  

Quantitative content analysis is a textual analysis, where text can be quantified and interpreted.   

Bernard Berelson (1952) says Quantitative content Analysis is “a research technique for the 

objective, systematic, and quantitative description of the manifest content of communication”  

Kimberly A. Neuendorf (2002) defined as “Content analysis is a summarizing, quantitative 

analysis of messages that relies on the scientific method (including attention to 

objectivityintersubjectivity, a priori design, reliability, validity, generalizability, replicability, and 
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hypothesis testing) and is not limited to the types of variables that may be measured or the 

context in which the messages are created or presented.”   

And, Klaus Krippendorff (2013) says content analysis is “a research technique for making 

replicable and valid inferences from texts (or other meaningful matter) to the contexts of their 

use.”  

Points of departure for Quantitative content analysis are, “Texts” are not only letters on a page, 

rather it is meaning, language and communication in a wider sense. Here “Texts” are considered 

as mirrors of the society – Such as, what can we say about a society by studying its texts? And 

“Texts” can be seen as tools of power – how are social relations affected by the way meaning is 

produced in texts, speech, etc.?  

Quantitative content analysis count occurrences in texts and compare with the actual world (e.g. 

representation of minorities), Relative attention are given in media (e.g. reports on crime 

compared to real crime statistics), How something is valued (e.g. positive/negative, 

partial/impartial, biased or not), Change over time (e.g. frequencies of expressed ideas), General 

values in a society (e.g. common metaphors for sexuality) (Bergström and Boréus, 2012). 

In the content analysis literature, scholars have provided essentially three kinds of definitions of 

this research method. Each of these kinds of definition leads to a particular way of 

conceptualizing content analysis and, consequently, of its analytical procedures.  

1. Definition that takes content to be contained in a text. 2. Definitions that takes content to be a 

property of the source of a text. 3. Definitions that takes content to emerge in the process of a 

researcher analyzing a text relative to a particular context.  

There are different components of Content analysis such as the logic of the content analysis 

design, unitizing (such as selection unit, analysis Unit, context unit), sampling, coding or 

recoding, data languages (that includes different kinds of variables, ordering and different kinds 

of Metrics) and analytical constructs.   

Content analysis have different analytical paths and evaluative techniques that includes; 

analytical or representational techniques, computer aids, reliability and validity.  
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Research process of Quantitative content analysis: 

Research question/hypothesis? Material.  Units of analysis.  Coding schedule and coding 

instructions. Test run.  Coding.  Analysis 

5.1.2. Sampling: 

Sampling is a vital part of quantitative content analysis. There are similarities and differences 

within a given set of observation. The challenge of sampling lies between these similarities and 

differences. According to Krippendorff (2013), sampling theory is concerned with the ability to 

generalize the properties found in a sample of the population from which the sample is drawn. 

Krippendorff (2013) says, it relies on the law of the large numbers to estimate the bias 

introduced by generalizations from inadequate sample sizes, and it provide justifications for 

several sampling techniques aimed at minimizing such biases (Krippendorff 2013, p. 113). There 

are several sampling techniques that can be applicable to ‘text’ such as random sampling, 

systematic sampling, stratified sampling, varying probability sampling, cluster sampling, 

snowball sampling etc. 

 5.1.3. Application and Criticism: 

Quantitative content analysis has a very broad field of application. They can be used to analyze 

content, audience and media production, and can of course be used for analysis of popular 

culture, news, planned communication, digital media, etc. Quantitative content analysis can also 

be used to analyze interviews from qualitative interviews. 

There is criticism against the Quantitative research. Alan Bryman (2016) says that quantitative 

researchers fail to distinguish people and social institutions from ‘the world of nature’, the 

measurement process possesses an artificial and spurious sense of precision and accuracy, the 

reliance on instrument and procedure hinders the connection between research and everyday life, 

and the analysis of relationship between variables creates a static view of social life that is 

independent of people’s lives. 
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5.2.1. Sampling and Data Collection: 

To conduct a quantitative content analysis, a test run is a necessary condition.  As I had to 

analyze a large amount of text (newspaper Report), by doing a pilot study I did 

operationalization and try to understand, how Bangladesh is represented in Swedish newspapers.  

Before continuing this research I conducted a test run to see the outcomes. To do that I had 

collected a sample of 20 news articles that was published in the above mentioned newspapers. 10 

of them were from Expressen and 10 of them were from Aftonbladet. After collecting the articles 

and reading them carefully I selected the following variables.   

1. Article Number; 2. Date; 3. Newspaper; 4. Size; 5. Page; 6. News Type; 7. Photo; 8. Report 

Source; 9. Immigration to Bangladesh; 10. Immigration Out from Bangladesh; 11. Economy;  

12. Diplomatic Relation; 13. Democratic Questions; 14. Accidents; 15. Crime and Violence;    

16. Natural Catastrophe; 17. Culture;  and 18. Games & Sports.  

After this test run it is noticeable that most of the reports were about either immigration related 

or accident, environmental or democracy related. I found, there was not any report about the 

economic situation of Bangladesh. Neither a single report was found about the games and sports 

of Bangladesh, nor a report about the culture of Bangladesh. 

However, these were a very limited number of news reports. Also it was a limited number of 

newspapers. Only 20 reports from two different newspapers cannot provide us the real picture. 

To know about the real picture I had to collect more evidence. I did increase the number of 

newspapers to four and number of reports from each newspaper.  

To find out the articles I have used the media database of Stockholm University library, name 

Mediearkivet. I have searched the media database with the word “Bangladesh”. Then I found all 

the articles where the word “Bangladesh” was mentioned. The Mediearkivet algorithm shows all 

the articles according to yearly basis. Then I have sorted out the articles according to the 

newspapers name. From four different newspapers I have chosen 100 articles. I collected 100 

news articles, i.e. 25 news articles from each newspaper. The time frame I have chosen is last 15 

years, which is from year 2002 to 2017. A selection criterion to choose the article was that the 
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content should be about Bangladesh. Another selection criterion was to look for more varieties 

so that we can get more and more variables. The samples were chosen from the articles, where 

Bangladesh was published, such as an event took place in Bangladesh or some description about 

Bangladesh found in the articles. I have used probability sampling, more specifically stratified 

random sampling method where all units of the reports I have found in Mediearkivet had equal 

probabilities of being chosen from each group.  

After collecting 100 articles about Bangladesh from four different newspapers, I coded them 

with the same variables and its values. 

5.2.2. Variables and Values: 

In quantitative content analysis, a variable is a part of the data language used, whose values 

represent the variability within one conceptual dimension. According to Krippendorff (2013), a 

variable is a concept that allows for variations of its instances and this “variation” enables data 

to be “informative”. Krippendorff (2013) says, the individual values of a variable must be 

mutually exclusive relative to each other and the values of a variable must provide an exhaustive 

account of all units, which means that the partition of the sample should leave nothing 

unaccounted for (Krippendorff 2013, p. 155). 

Two things are very important in quantitative content analysis. First, it is important if something 

is common within the observation or not. Second, one can draw conclusions or at least formulate 

hypotheses about causal relationships based on the extent to which different variables coincide 

with each other. Reading and analyzing the articles I choose the following variables and values 

Article Number: It is important to identify and name each of the observation. To identify each 
sample (news article) I put a numeric value on them such as 1, 2, 3, ------- 99, 100. 

Date: To determine the time of publication I considered date as a variable and by doing that it is 
possible to understand about any specific time of representation of Bangladesh. 

Newspaper: To determine, compare and analyze the level of representation, I have considered 
each of the newspaper as a variable. By doing that it is possible to understand and analyze the 
specific picture for each newspaper.  
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Size: Size of the article can be another variable from where we can determine how much space 
was offered to represent Bangladesh. I divided this variable in four groups such as Small, Semi-
medium, Medium and Big.  

Page: Page is another variable from where I can measure, exactly where the article was 
published and by doing that it is possible to understand how much importance was given by the 
respective editorial board (agenda setters) to the news when it was published.  Common pages 
name First Page; Local/Inrikes/Sveriges; International/Foreign News; Debate Page; Music and 
Entertainment; Economy; Culture; Health, Politics, Sports and other pages are found in these 
newspapers. 

News Type: To understand and identify the type of the considered articles, I choose a variable 
name News Type. By doing that it is possible to understand what are the forms of the articles 
whether it is in the form of news? Or it is a feature? Debate articles, interview, analysis and 
others were in consideration.   

Photo:  A photo represents more than thousand words and that is why I have considered it as a 
variable. By doing that it is possible to understand what type of photos were used with the 
articles, whether there were any photos with the news at all or not. What were the contents of the 
photos and etc? I divided the content of the photos as accident, Natural Catastrophe, Men, 
Women, Children, Sick People, Ordinary People, Terror Attack, No Photo, Violence and others.  
It could be mention that a photo of a woman with a scar on her face who is the victim of acid 
attack, or having a tumor on her face or a man who is suffering in malnutrition was not 
considered as a photo of normal men and women. It was considered as violence and sick people.  

Report Source: To understand the text that represents Bangladesh in these articles, it is 
important to understand the source of the text. By doing that it is possible to understand how 
much resources (time money and energy) were invested by the agenda setters to represent 
Bangladesh. That is why I choose this variable call ‘report source’. I tried to understand if the 
report was done by a ‘reporter from the media house’ or they have sent a reporter to Bangladesh? 
Who was ‘directly reporting from the field’, Bangladesh? Do the media houses have any 
‘Bangladesh Correspondent’? Or it was just collected from other news bureaus like 
‘TT /AFP /BBC /REUTERS /OTHERS’. Or it was done by ‘others’, who are freelance reporter, 
columnist, different experts and authors. 

Immigration to Bangladesh: Bangladesh is a densely populated country. Even though, people 
are immigrating to Bangladesh. There are people who are displaced for environmental cause or 
Rohingyas from Myanmar coming to Bangladesh. There are garments workers from India, 
political refugees from Indian separatist group, aid workers, Business investors and others such 
as researchers who are immigrating to Bangladesh. To understand this picture I choose the 
variable Immigration to Bangladesh.  
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Immigration Out: People are immigrating out of Bangladesh as well. There are Climate 
refugees; those are represented by the value as ‘environmental immigrants’ and workers from 
Bangladesh. Journalist and bloggers are fleeing from Bangladesh too. There is other group who 
are immigrating out of Bangladesh such as business men, researchers and students. To 
understand the picture I choose the variable ‘Immigration Out’. 

Economy: The economy of Bangladesh is developing. Once a country dependent on foreign aid 
is now developing its economy and decreasing its dependency on foreign aid. At the same 
Sweden is one of the countries from where ‘aid’ money is sent to develop its democracy and 
good governance. ‘Trade and commerce’ are important value for this variable as Sweden has a 
good business relation with Bangladesh. ‘Investment’ in Bangladesh or from Bangladesh is 
another value for this variable.  

Diplomatic Relation: I choose this variable to understand how is the diplomatic relation 
between Sweden and Bangladesh is represented in Swedish newspapers. There were ‘state visits’ 
between the officials from the both countries. To find out if there was any ‘crisis’ between the 
countries, any ‘ties and agreement’ or any ‘other’ thing such as emergency relief work that was 
represented in Swedish newspapers.  

Democratic Question: There were reports about Bangladeshi democratic situation where lack of 
good governance and democratic values raised question to its democratic developments. I choose 
this variable ‘Democratic Question’ to understand how Bangladeshi democracy is represented in 
Swedish newspapers.  Free Speech, Civil Rights violations; oppression to opposition party or 
leaders, political clashes and others are the values for these variables.  

Accidents: There are reports about accidents in Bangladesh where lots of people are killed every 
year. I choose this variable to know the nature of the accidents that are taking place in 
Bangladesh. These accidents were about ‘Buss, Truck, Ferry, Train or Air Plane’ accidents. 
There were ‘industrial accidents’ as well such as Building collapse and fires in garments 
industries. There were other types of accident such as power failure etc.  

Crime and Violence: There were reports about ‘Crime and Violence’. This variable will explain 
the nature of the crime and violence that were taking places in Bangladesh. It will help us to 
know whether it is ‘against women’, ‘against children’, both ‘against women and children’, 
‘against Journalist   /Bloggers   /Activists’, ‘against opposition parties’ or it is a ‘terror attack’. 
There are ‘Other’ types of crimes and violence too.  

Natural Catastrophe: Reports about natural catastrophe insisted me to choose this variable 
which will help us to understand exactly what type of natural catastrophe Bangladesh is facing. 
How is it represented in Swedish newspapers? Different types of natural catastrophe such as 
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Flood, Cyclone, Earthquake, Famine, and drought are among them. There are Other types of 
natural catastrophe such as land slide, monsoon rain, tsunami etc.  

Culture: With my curiosity I choose ‘culture’ as a variable, where I was looking if there was any 
‘Book’, ‘drama’ or Bangladeshi ‘movie’ that was discussed in Swedish newspapers or not. 
Whether there was any report about the delicious Bangladeshi food or other cultural events.  

Games and Sports: Finally Games and Sports is another variable which was driven by curiosity 
to choose to. I was looking for reports about games and sports such as Football, Cricket, Hockey 
and Others where Bangladesh was represented. 

5.2.3. Reliability and Validity  

According to Klaus Krippendorff (2013), techniques are expected to be reliable. More 

specifically, research technique should result in findings that are replicable. That is, any 

researchers working at different points in time and perhaps under different circumstances should 

get the same result when applying the same technique to the same phenomena. Replicability is 

the most important form of reliability.   

Klaus Krippendorff (2013) says scientific research must also yield valid results, in the sense that 

the research effort is open to careful scrutiny and the resulting claim can be upheld in the face of 

independently available evidence. The methodological requirements of reliability and validity 

are not unique to but make particular demands on Content Analysis.  

Referring to Bernard Berelson (1952) definition, Klaus Krippendorff (2013) says, his 

requirement that content analysis be “objective” and “Systematic” is subsumed under the duel 

requirements of replicability and validity in our definition. He says, for a process to be 

replicable, it must be governed by the rules that are explicitly stated and applied equally to all 

units of analysis. 

Klaus Krippendorff (2013) meant that, Bernard Berelson (1952) argues for “Systematicity” in 

order to combat the human tendency to read textual material selectively, in support of 

expectation rather than against them. Klaus Krippendorff (2013) says our requirements of 

validity goes further, demanding that the researchers process of sampling , reading and analyzing 

messages ultimately satisfy external criteria. He says replicability is measurable and validity is 

testable, but objectivity is neither. Due to time constrain it was not possible to do an intracoder-
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reliability test, but I tried to be as explicit as possible the way I coded the variable so that the 

readers understand.  

 

6. Result and Analysis: 

After a frequency analysis of the reports within the variables ‘Migrations Out’, ‘Migration to 

Bangladesh’, ‘Crime and Violence’, ‘Accident’, ‘Economy’, ‘Diplomatic Relations’, 

‘Democratic Question’, ‘Natural Catastrophe’, ‘Culture’ and ‘Games and sports’; data shows 

11% of the reports were related to migrations issues about the people who have emigrated out of 

Bangladesh and living in Sweden. They were either workers from Bangladesh (3%) who in 

Sweden possibly having a visa problem and facing a deportation risk or journalists and bloggers 

(5%), who fled from Bangladesh to save his or her life, being in risk of deportation from the 

Swedish immigration authority. And “Others”, such as business men, researchers and students 

(3%). This shows that Bangladesh is a country where ‘cheap labor’ is coming from and where 

the country is ‘over populated’. Not only that, Bangladesh is a country where Journalist and 

Bloggers are not ‘safe’.  

There is another group of migrants which is represented by the variable ‘Immigration to 

Bangladesh’. Out of all the samples collected, a total of 18% report has been published which 

were about, either migrant who are displaced due to environmental cause (9%) or the Rohingya 

Refugees (8%) who are the victim of genocide and ethnic cleansing in the neighboring country 

Burma ruled by a military junta. Others (1%) such as Aid workers, businessmen etc. All these 

represent that Bangladesh is an ‘over populated country’ and have ‘migration problem’.   

The variable ‘crime and violence’ represent 30% of the total reports that we have collected, 

which consist of crime against women (1%), women and children (4%), journalist/blogger and 

activist (9%), opposition parties (4%), terror attacks (9%) and others (3%). These were the 

reports that represent Bangladesh is a ‘violent country’ where crime are being committed 

frequently. The nature of the crime committed that are reported in Swedish newspapers, mostly 

dominated by ‘terror attack’ (9%) and mostly reported by Svenska Dagbladet and Aftonbladet. 
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Another type of crime that dominates the nature of the crime is ‘crime against journalist/blogger 

and activist’ (9%), which is also mostly reported by Aftonbladet.  

 

Figure 1: Crime and Violence 

If we look at the ‘news type’ then we see all the report related to ‘terror attack’ published are 

‘news’. And all of them were published in International page. But all the report related to ‘crime 

against journalist/blogger and activist’ are not news. 5 of them are ‘news’ and published mainly 

in the ‘local page’, 3 of them are analysis published in ‘Culture page’, and 1 of them are debate 

article published in ‘Debate page’. Crime and Violence report published in Swedish newspaper 

are mostly ‘news’ were published in International Page as foreign news. 

With a 22% of total report that we have collected from four different newspapers, are about 

accidents that have taken places in Bangladesh. These include buss, truck, ferry/boat, train or air 

plane accidents (9%), Industrial accidents (11%) and other (2%). The industrial accidents were 

reported about the garments industries where the Swedish company H & M is producing their 

cloths. There were fires and boiler explosions reported in these industries. This represent that 

Bangladesh is a country where ‘safety’ is a concern.       
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Figure 2: Accident 

It could be mentioned that all the accident related report that were published are ‘News’ in type, 

dominated as foreign news in ‘International Page’ and ‘small=> (01 to 300 words) ’ in size. 

Among the samples, 12% reports were found which is about ‘Economy’ that includes ‘Trade and 

Commerce and investment’. The reports were about the low wages of the garments industry 

workers or about the strikes by them. This means, there is a ‘poor working condition’ for the 

garments workers in Bangladesh. 

13% reports were about the ‘Diplomatic Relation’, which shows Sweden and Bangladesh have 

‘good diplomatic ties’ that consists of state visit (3%) of the government officials in different 

course of time, support in crisis time (8%), aid for empowering democratic situation and good 

governance and treaties (2%). Noticeable that 8% of this reports were about support in different 

crisis moment.  

28% of the reports were published about the ‘Democratic Question’ that includes free speech 

9%, civil rights 13%, Torture or arrests of the opposition leaders and party members 2%, 

political clash 3% and others 1%. This represents Bangladesh lacking of democratic values 

despite there is a constitutional democracy.  
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Figure 3: Democratic Questions 

Among the reports related to ‘Democratic Questions’ Aftonbladet and Expressen were focused 

on reporting about ‘Free Speech’ while Dagens Nyheter and Svenska Dagbladet were mainly 

focused on reporting about ‘Civil Rights’ issues. The types of the report are mainly ‘news’ 

published in ‘International Page’ as foreign news and ‘(small=> 01 to 300 Words)’ in size. 

24% of total reports were published about ‘Natural Catastrophe’ caused by cyclone (10%), flood 

(4%) and others (10%) such as monsoon rain and land slide. All these are behind the miserable 

life for the peoples of Bangladesh. Constant threat of environmental catastrophe made their live 

vulnerable. This represents Bangladesh is ‘vulnerable’ due to the global worming and climate 

change.  

It is noticeable when it comes to reporting about Natural Catastrophe then the ‘size’ of the news 

gets relativly larger. 25% of the reports about Natural Catastrophe were ‘Big’ (601 words to 900 

words or more). 35% are Semi-Medium (301 words to 500 words). 18.4% of the report are small 

(01 to 300 words) in size which is noticeable comparing to other variables. Reports related to 

Natural Catastrophe are mostly news (22.2%) and features (50%) types. Mostly (31.5%) reports 

were published in Internatinal Page as foreign news. 
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Figure 4: Natural Catastrophe 

It is the newspaper Expressen which is most focused about publishing the reports about Natural 

Catastrophe (36%), while Svenska Dagbladet (32%), Dagens Nyheter (20%) and Aftonbladet 

(8%) of the total reports about Natural Catastrophe.  

0 % report, i.e., nothing found about the ‘Cultural’ events as well as ‘Games and Sports.’         

The data I have found shows that all the reports has been published in selected four newspapers 

are related to migration issues, crime and violence, accidents, economy, diplomatic relations, 

democratic values and environmental catastrophe. No report has been published about the culture 

in Bangladesh or its values and rituals. There was not a single report about Games and sports 

either.  
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If I look at the news and its structures then another picture comes in front of us.  

 

Figure 5: Cross tabulation between News Type and Newspapers 

If we look at the variables between ‘news types’ and ‘newspapers’, I found 81% of the articles 

are news, (both local and foreign news). 12% of them are feature articles about Bangladesh. 3% 

of them are debate articles, while 4% are analysis on Bangladesh. 

Only Aftonbladet published debate articles about Bangladesh (3%) while others haven’t 

published. At the same time we see other newspapers published at least 1 analytical report each 

while Aftonbladet haven’t published any analytical report. Dagens Nyheter published the highest 

number of news article, i.e. 88%, while Svenska Dagbladet remain lowest 72%. Svenska 

Dagbladet published highest number of feature article 20%.     
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Figure 6: Cross tabulation between Report Source and Newspaper 

If we look at the variables between ‘report source’ and ‘newspaper’, I found 38% reports were 

done by the reporter from the media house, while 52% report source were different news bureau 

like TT, AFP, AP, Reuters and others. This means, there is a direct influence within these news 

that have been ‘framed’ by another news organization. The earlier group (38%) also to some 

extent relies on these news bureaus as well. It is noticeable that only 3% report that were 

published by the evening newspaper Expressen and Aftonbladet, which has been done by the 

reporter directly from the field, possibly aid workers or a researchers from universities, who were 

there in Bangladesh for another purpose. And other two serious morning newspaper Dagens 

Nyheter and Svenska Dagbladet haven’t sent any reporter to the field (Bangladesh), 0% 

respectivly. That means, news organizations don’t want to spend money by sending a reporter 

that far away and in most cases they rely upon these above mentioned news bureaus. The 

morning newspapers are more dependent on the news bureaus when we see Dagens Nyheter 

published 60% of its total report that has been sourced by international news bureaus and while 

Svenska Dagbladet published 68% of its total news sourced by international news bureaus. 
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Contrarily, the evening newspapers are less, Aftonbladet 32% and Expressen 48% of its total 

news published which were sourced by international news bureaus.  

Earlier we have found that 52% ‘report source’ were different news bureau like TT, AFP, AP, 

Reuters and others. To know exactly what kind of news these four newspapers are sourced by the 

international news bureaus regarding Bangladesh, I did a cross tabulation between ‘Report 

Source’ and ‘Natural Catastrophe’, ‘Crime and violence’ and ‘Accident’.  23.1% report related to 

‘Natural Catastrophe’, 26.9% report related to ‘Crime and violence’ and 32.7% report related to 

‘accident’ that was sourced by the international news bureaus.  

 

Figure 7: Cross tabulation between Size and Newspaper. 

It is more interesting when I do a cross tabulation between the ‘newspapers’ and ‘Size’ of the 

news to know how much space these newspapers offered to represent Bangladesh. Well, it is not 

much. 49% news was ‘small’ in size, which means it was consisted of 01 to 300 words. And 

20% of the news article was ‘semi medium’ size, i.e, within the range of 500 words while only 

7% of the news was medium size articles. 24% articles can be considered as big. Remarkable 
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that Aftonbladet published the highest number of ‘Big’ articles (11%) while Expressen published 

highest number of ‘small’ articles (15%). 

 

Figure 8: Cross tabulation between Newspaper and Page 

When I look at the ‘space’ that was allowed to represent Bangladesh by these newspapers, there 

was not a single report that has been published in the front page of the newspapers.  13% of the 

reports were published in the local page of the newspapers called ‘Inrikes’ or ‘Sveriges’ while 

73% was foreign news. Only 7% represents the economy page while 3% for culture and 1% for 

health page respectively. Noticeable that only Aftonbladet published debate article (3%) about 

Bangladesh while other newspapers didn’t publish ant debate article about Bangladesh.  

It was interesting to see the cross tabulation result between the variables ‘Photos’ and 

‘newspapers’.  I did it just to check out how it looks like. Out of all, 40% of the articles were 
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without any photo. Rests of them were photos of Natural Catastrophe (9%), Accident (7%), 

Violence (6%), Sick people (3%) etc.  

 

Figure 9: Cross tabulation Photo and Newspaper 

 

7. Discussion and Conclusion:  

To answer our main research question ‘how is Bangladesh represented in Swedish newspapers’ 

we have formulated three secondary research questions. -What are the topics that are most 

frequently covered by Swedish newspapers about Bangladesh? -Which frames are most common 

in the media representation of Bangladesh? -How is the relation between Sweden and 

Bangladesh represented in the media coverage?  
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The most related topics that were covered by the Swedish 

newspapers are migration related issues, crime and violence, 

accident, natural catastrophe, economic and trade related 

issues, diplomatic relations, and democratic questions.  

If we sum up our findings; we see, a large number of people 

emigrate from (11% of the report) or to the country (18% of 

the report) or within the country, just because they are either 

oppressed by the ruling government or they are the victim of 

natural catastrophe. Having the information that “Bangladesh 

has 160 million inhabitants, and it is one third of Sweden in 

size”, if a journalist sitting in foreign news room of these 

newspapers receives a piece of information about 

immigration related news, there might be a perception that is already created that Bangladesh is 

an ‘over populated country’ and have ‘migration problem’. This can be referred to the earlier 

research conducted by Galtung and Ruge (1965), where they mentioned their chain of news 

communication, the ‘media perception’ of world event, which they described as ‘media image’. 

Natural disasters like cyclone flood and monsoon rain are other monsters that the Bangladeshi 

peoples have to struggle in a regular basis (24% of the report).  

Bangladesh is a violent country (30% of the report) where crimes are being committed 

frequently, where safety is a concern. The workers working in the garments industries are often 

low paid and there is a poor working condition for the garments workers in Bangladesh. 

Despite there is a constitutional democracy in Bangladesh, it lack the democratic values like free 

speech, rule of law and good governance. Opposition party leaders and its members are often 

oppressed though violent means by the government ruling parties according to the media 

coverage.  

Sweden and Bangladesh have ‘good diplomatic ties’ despite democratic deficit and lack of good 

governance, Swedish government stands beside Bangladesh to strength its democracy and good 

governance, reduce corruption and elevate poverty. 

Figure 10: List of Topics 
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This is how Bangladesh is represented in four Swedish newspapers within the time frame of last 

15 years. The agenda setters framed Bangladesh as a ‘Problem country’ which is ‘overpopulated’ 

and there is ‘lack of Democracy’.  

Here we can refer to Stuart Hall (1997); representation is the production of the meaning of the 

concepts in our minds through language. It is the link between concepts and language which 

enables us to refer to either the ‘real’ world of objects, people or events, or indeed to imaginary 

worlds of fictional objects, people and events (Stuart Hall 1997, p. 17). The ‘mental 

representation’ that a concept carried out through ‘the language’ by the reporter or the author of 

these articles within these newspapers did not make any difference between what they got most 

of the time from the news bureaus like TT, AFP, Reuter and so on. It reminds me the first two 

approach of representation process, that the reflective approach where meaning lies within the 

text and the photos that the authors used and intentional approach where the authors of this 

articles imposes his or her own meaning on the articles they have written through language. 

When I look at the result for the cross tabulation between the variables ‘Newspapers’ and ‘Page’, 

I found there was no report in the first page of the newspapers I have chosen that represent 

Bangladesh. I felt to put the spectacles of agenda setting theory. Result of this inspires me to 

look at the other cross tabulations between the variables ‘Newspapers’ and ‘report source’; 

‘Newspapers’ and ‘Size’.    

According to McQuail (2010); people think about what they are told but do not think what they 

are told (McQuail 2010, p. 513). McQuail reffered to Davis and Robinson (1986) who criticized 

previous agenda-setting research for neglecting possible effect on what people think concerning 

who is important. Where important things happen and why things are important. (McQuail 2010, 

p. 513) 

At the same time McQuail referred to Rogers and Dearing (1987), we need to distinguish clearly 

between three different agendas: The priorities of the media, those of the public and those of the 

policy. (McQuail 2010, p. 513) 

The selected Swedish newspapers, one should rather say agenda setters, never felt that the 

articles about Bangladesh can be prioritized. Neither has it affected the public nor the policies to 

that extent. Here we can refer to the classic study of Galtung and Ruge (1965), where they asked 
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how do ‘events’ become ‘news’? (Galtung and Ruge 1965, p. 65) They raised concern about the 

first half of ‘the chain of news communication’, i.e, selection distortion when the media gets an 

image of world event to media perception and then media creates its own images of that event. 

Galtung and Ruge (1965) referred about the frequency with its different factors such as, lack of -

reports from culturally distant zones, coverage about the non-elite nations, and more reference 

to positive events might be a cause.  

Then comes the second half of ‘the chain of news communication’, i.e, from media image to 

personal perception and then to personal images of that event. Here, I can refer to Stuart Hall 

(1997) for his intentional approach for the system of representations process where meaning is 

being given by the author to represent an event. Here comes framing theory. 

According to McQuail (2010) a large number of textual devices can be used to perform these 

activities such as to define problems, diagnose causes, make moral judgments and suggests 

remedies. And for these reasons frames are being used such as ‘frame of reference’, ‘context’, 

‘theme’, or even ‘news angle’. 

When I look at the variable frequencies among my collected samples, I see the similarities within 

these four newspapers. In most cases they have followed the same frame of references from the 

source. In these cases we can remember the findings from the cross tabulation between the 

variables ‘Newspapers’ and ‘Report Source’. 52% cases show that the report presented news 

bureaus as the source. The second highest 38% reports were done by the reporter where in many 

cases the news bureaus were presented as the source, where McQuail’s (2010) ‘overall 

interpretation to isolated items of fact’ was unavoidable for the journalist. They followed the 

‘built in frame’ that came with the source. According to the research of Entman (2007), where 

the motivation and mindset of journalists are unintentionally influential.  

Not only that, the use of words like ‘terror attack’ ‘free speech’ and so on by the authors of these 

articles represents that the three components of framing language, thought and forethought given 

by Fairhurst & Sarr (1996) is found within their framing of the news. Maybe this is Graber’s 

(1984) schema as ‘a cognitive structure consisting of organized knowledge about situations and 

individuals that has been abstracted from prior experience.’ 
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McQuail (2010) referred to Scheufele (1999), where he suggested a process model of framing 

effects that have different actor such as interested sources and media organizations, journalists 

(media) and audience. Scheufele (1999) argued that we are dealing with two kinds of media 

frame (sender) and individual (receiver) frames that both can be either independent (a cause) or 

dependent (an effect) (McQuail 2010, p. 511). The data shows that news angles or frames which 

were built by these four newspapers within this phenomenon where the pre-frames that were 

already built in from the source have dominated and mediated to the audience. And among the 

audiences the same images were built which the sources (news bureaus) had built in their frames.   

The question is, whether this is the case for only these four newspapers in Sweden I have 

selected? Or it is same for other media outlets in Sweden as well? If it is, then is it limited only in 

Sweden? Or is it a common phenomenon in this western world where news bureaus like TT, AP, 

AFP, Reuters and so on are dominating to tell the stories and building its own frame from the 

western perspectives? Probably! 

Not only that, when we look at the photo variable, we see 40% articles were without any photo. 

The agenda setters didn’t want to invest more resources while they felt it is not that important for 

Sweden. Rests of the article were with photos mainly with the negative content such as Natural 

Catastrophe, Accident, Terror Attack or Sick people. This conveys a negative image to the 

audience. Portrays an image of Bangladesh where natural catastrophe and lack of safety exists. 

But is this all there is?     

Since its independence in 1971, Bangladesh developed a lot. In a study on Bangladesh, Swedish 

researcher Hans Rosling shows that how successful Bangladesh is to control its population, how 

Bangladesh has minimized its total number of child born per year. How the economic growth is 

taking place. How the life expectancy has increased. How the literacy rate is increasing. These 

are the success but there were no news. Bangladesh and Sweden holds a good relation among the 

governments. But there is not any report that shows us the images of that. May be it is because of 

the news values ‘negativity’ or ‘more dramatic’ things or event, none of them suites for the 

agenda setter to frame these sorts of positive images of Bangladesh. Here we can refer to 

Galtung and Ruge (1965); they talked about the frequency and the factors. May be the frequency 

is not that prominent for the Swedish agenda setters to frame such positive image of Bangladesh.  
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Post colonialist Edward Said (1978) talks about this. Said (1978) explained in his book about the 

construction of identity. He has defined about the ‘Occidental’ and ‘Oriental’. The way 

Occidental narrated oriental is the reason. According to him it is the history and the nature of 

western attitudes toward the east. He described it as a powerful ideological creation of European 

values, which dominates the news channels. Roosvalls (2005) found this as a notion of 

‘hegemony of the nation’ on the foreign news pages. This is why Petersson (2012) found West 

Papua a primitive country when he investigated and found that an élite and big power 

perspective is dominating when it is being reported.  

Can we say that, the framing of the others as a country in the foreign news in Swedish 

newspapers are dominated by pre-framed notions and images of the source? I don’t dare to say 

that but my research finding is much thought provoking to go for further research. For that one 

need a large amount of evidence and essential time.  
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Appendices:  

 

1. Code Scheme: 

Variables and Values: 

ArticleNumber:  Numericvalue----  1, 2, 3, ------- 99, 100 

Date:  Formate:  dd.mm.yyyy 

Newspaper:  1,00 = "Dagens Nyheter" ;  2,00 = "Svenska Dagbladet" ;  3,00 = "Aftonbladet"  

4,00 = "Expressen"  

Size:    1 = "Small => 01 to 300 word" ;  2 = "Semi-Medium => 301 to 500 word"  ; 

3  = "Medium => 501 to 600 word" ;  4 = "Big => 601 to 900 word or more".  
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Page:     1,00 = "First Page"  ;  2,00 = "Local/ Inrikes / Sveriges ;  

3,00 = "International/ForeignNews" ; 4,00 = "Debate page" ;  

5,00 = "Music and Entertainment" ; 6,00 = "Economy" ; 7,00 = " Culture Page"  ;  

8,00 = "Health" ; 9,00 = "Politics" ; 10,00 = "Sports" ; 11,00 = "Others” 

 

NewsType:  1,00 = "News" ;  2,00 = "Feature"  ; 3,00 = "Debate Article  ; 4,00 = "Interview"  

5,00 = "Analysis"  ;  6,00 = "Others"  

 

Photo:      1,00 = "Accident" ;  2,00 = "Natural Catastrophes" ;  3,00 = "Men" ;  

4,00 = "Women" ;  5,00 = "Children" ; 6,00 = "Sick People" ; 7,00 = "OrdinaryPeople" 

8,00 = "Terror Attack"  ;  9,00 = "No photo"  ; 10,00 = "Violence" ; 11,00 = "Others" 

Report Source:  1,00 = "Reporter From Media House" ;  2,00 = "Direct Report From Field" ;  

3,00 = "Bangladesh Correspondent" ;  4,00 = "TT /AFP /BBC /REUTERS /OTHERS " ; 

5,00 = "Others"  

ImmigrationToBangladesh:  

1,00 = "Displaced for Environmental  Cause" ;  2,00 = "Rohingyas from Myanmer" ;  

3,00 = "Garments Workers From India" ;  4,00 = "Political Refugee";  5,00 = "Aid Workers" ;  

6,00 = "Business People"  ;  7,00 = "Other" ;  999,00 = "Nothing Found"  

ImmigrationOut:  1,00 = "Environmental Immigants" ; 2,00 = "Workers From Bangladesh" ; 

3,00 = "Journalists or Bloggers"  ;  4,00 = "Others"  ;  999,00 = "NothingFound"  

Economy:    1,00 = "Aid" ;  2,00 = "Trade and Commerce"  ;  3,00 = "Investment" ;  

4,00 = "Others"  ;  999,00 = "NothingFound"  
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Diplomatic Relation:    1,00 = "State Visit" ; 2,00 = "Crisis"  ;  3,00 = "Ties or Agreement"  ; 

 4,00 = "Others"  ;  999,00 = "Nothing Found"  

DemocraticQuestion:   1,00 = "FreeSpeech" ;  2,00 = "Civil Rights" ;  

3,00 = "About Opposition Parti or Leaders" ;  4,00 = "Political Clash" ; 5,00 = "Others" ; 

 999,00 = "Nothing Found"  

Accidents: 1,00 = "Buss, Truck,Fery,Train or Air Plane"  ;  2,00 = "Industrial Accidents" ; 

3,00 = "Others"  ; 999,00 = "NothingFound"  

CrimeandViolence:        1,00 = "Against Women"  ; 2,00 = "Against Cildren"  ;   

 3,00 = "Against Women and Children" ; 4,00 = "Against Journalist /Bloggers /Activists ";  

5,00 = "Against Opposition Parties" ; 6,00 = "Terror Attck" ; 7,00 = "Others" ;  

999,00 = "NothingFound"  

NaturalCatastrophy:      1,00 = "Flood" ;  2,00 = "Cyclone"  ;  3,00 = "Earthquake"  

 4,00 = "Famine"  ;   5,00 = "Drought"  ;  6,00 = "Others"  ;  999,00 = "Nothing Found"  

Culture:    1,00 = "Book" ;  2,00 = "Drama" ; 3,00 = "Movie" ; 4,00 = "Food" ; 

5,00 = "Others" ;  999,00 = "Nothing Found"  

Games and Sports:  1,00 = "Football"  ;  2,00 = "Cricket"   ;  3,00 = "Hockey"  ;  

4,00 = "Others"  ;  999,00 = "Nothing Found"  
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2. Frequency tables, Bar Charts and Cross Tabulation:  
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Democratic Questions: 
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Natural Catastrophy: 
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23.1% from TT/AFP/AP/REUTER 
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26.9% from TT/AFP/AP/REUTER 

 

32.7% from TT/AFP/AP/REUTER 
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