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ABSTRACT 

The research sought to find out the exact impacts of relocation into privatized city markets on 

street vendor community in Harare , Zimbabwe as a case study. Around 95% of the city’s 

population are not formally employed which means that this majority has to depend on 

vending and other informal means of earning a living. The study focused on vendors on the 

streets of Harare and also on those who are operating within a privatised area in the CBD 

called the Gulf Complex. In a qualitative outlook, the study critically unpacks the rationale of 

relocation of street vendors into privatized city markets, the responds of the affected street 

vendors’ community and the Vendors’ union to the ongoing relocations to privatized markets. 

The research then applied the theoretical perspective of the Critical Urban Theory which was 

popularised by writers such as Neil Brenner. This theory is based on the view that a more just, 

morally acceptable, sustainable and democratic society is possible which means that it goes 

hand in hand with the view of ‘right to city.  Zooming in, the study went on to analyze the 

findings from the data gathered through qualitative methods in bid to understand how ongoing 

relocations have affected the street vendors community. Successes and challenges of 

relocation of street vendors to privatized city markets were also identified. Further studies 

need to be done to ensure urban redevelopment strategies be implemented in a positive way 

taking into considerations various needs of those who are unable to meet the requirements of 

relocation to privatized city markets.  In summing up this research based on all these 

discussions, a conclusion was given. 

 

 

 

 

  


