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Abstract 

Conflicts between the mining industry and traditional communities have been challenging 

indigenous peoples’ rights and endangering the environment around the world. The purpose of 

this study is to gain a broad perspective on the role of media representations in framing (or 

misframing) justice (Fraser 2009) and in reflecting (or not) media responsibility (Silverstone 

2017) when reporting such events. Although recent studies have analysed news media coverage 

of environmental conflicts from a similar theoretical approach, few studies have addressed this 

inquiry through narrative analysis. Particularly, considering cases from both developed and 

developing countries, different media ecologies (mainstream and alternative), and scales of 

production and distribution (national and international). This is the gap that motivates this 

study. The material consists of 54 articles from diverse new media sources that have reported 

on two contemporary mining conflicts: the Renca mining reserve in Brazil, and the 

Gállok/Kallak iron mine in Sweden. The analysis focuses on how the narrator conducts the 

stories by mapping and comparing the structural and discursive patterns found in the material. 

The findings show that, in both cases (Brazil and Sweden), the majority of narratives are 

grounded in Western-centric perspectives that tend to misframe justice. In contrast, the results 

suggest that fairer and more responsible narratives are the ones told from an absolute local 

(Cavarero 2012) perspective. 
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1. Introduction 

From the Southern rain forests to the Northern tundra, conflicts between the mining industry 

and indigenous peoples have been raising questions about justice and human rights (Roosvall 

& Tegelberg 2018, 2016, 2014: Persson et al. 2017; Roosvall 2017; Fraser 2014, 2009; Picq 

2014). The scenario is well known. These are regions rich in minerals, metals, and fossil fuels 

that attract the interest of multinational companies, commonly perceived by national 

governments as a growth opportunity. However, such projects affect people and places 

historically marginalized from the process of state-making (Picq 2014), therefore excluded from 

the modern idea of citizenship that sets the ground to contemporary conceptions of democracy 

(Fraser 2014). At the same time, private capital and the global structures that regulate it are 

ultimately in control. To illustrate, “about 75% of the world’s mining companies are registered 

in Canada, and most operate in the so-called Global South” (Deneault et al. in Picq 2014: 30). 

As a result, instead of bringing development, the mining industry tends to feed the maintenance 

of asymmetric power relations (Persson et al. 2017) within and among states, at the expense of 

high human and environmental costs (Picq 2014: 5). In a moment of increasing debates around 

climate change and minority identities, it is interesting to explore how such conflicts are 

represented by different news media in different parts of the world. In particular, it is interesting 

to look at how indigenous peoples are portrayed in them.  

The point of departure of this research builds on the understandings of justice that 

emerge to address transnational matters like mining conflicts. Here, the framing of justice as 

discussed by Fraser (2009) is a central concept. As explained in detail later, Fraser’s theory 

acknowledges both the space of places, regulated by the territorial boundaries of nation-states, 

and the space of flows, which refers to places, people, and institutions regardless of these 

boundaries. In short, this approach pushes for fairer understandings of justice as it considers the 

challenges of democracy in a transnationalizing public sphere. In contrast, when wrong scales 

of justice are imposed to a conflict and when the “who” of justice (the groups or persons to 

whom the injustice concerns) is excluded from the processes of decision-making, the 

misframing of justice takes place. This study looks at the role of the media as justice framing 

(or misframing) agents (Roosvall & Tegelberg 2017). It also raises questions regarding media 

responsibility, the second concept guiding the research.  

Among the many authors who have discussed this topic (Sampaio-Dias 2016, 

Chouliaraki 2013, Couldry 2012), I build on Silverstone (2017), for whom media justice is a 

matter of responsibility and hospitality, this is, the duty to welcome distant others and, as a host, 
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listen to what they have to say. In the particular case of journalists, which is the focus of this 

study, this duty would translate into a moral proximity in professional practice (Silverstone 

2017: 124). Such approach resonates with Fraser’s theory as it takes focuses on the “who” of 

justice and how this who is welcomed to the story, regardless of geographical distance. In fact, 

some media studies have verified that mainstream news about environmental conflicts tend to 

misframe justice by posing the wrong scales to the conflicts (Roosvall 2017) and by poorly 

addressing the political participation and perspectives of the minorities involved (Persson et al. 

2017; Pinto et al. 2017).  

The third and last key concept that guides this study refers precisely to media 

representations of minorities. As it has been verified by diverse scholars in media and cultural 

studies across Brazil (Guzmán 2013) and Scandinavia (Pietikäinen 2003; Aalto & Lehtola 2017; 

Ledman 2012), in the specific case of indigenous peoples, such representations tend to reinforce 

postcolonial imaginaries. Likewise, different understandings of nature (Tanescescu 2016) and 

how they are voiced in different media ecologies (e.g. mainstream and alternative) (Roosval & 

Tegelberg 2018) also play a significant role in this dynamics of power identity. For instance, 

media scholars (Spivak in Harasym 1990; Cocq 2016) have studied how essentialisms can be 

used strategically by indigenous and alternative media in order to subvert mainstream 

representations of nature and indigeneity.  

In sum, although some media studies have analysed such representations (of 

environmental conflicts and minority groups) and how they inform understandings of justice or 

media responsibility, few investigated the topic through narrative analysis. This is the gap that 

motivates this study. By investigating how the narrator conducts the story, this paper maps 

patterns of media representations used to create a shared meaning of justice. Another gap 

covered by this study concerns the sample. It considers two cases of mining conflicts in two 

different parts of the world, Brazil and Sweden. This is an interesting point of observation 

because of the contrasts between these two locations, including (but not limited to) 

environmental and socioeconomic contexts. 

Ergo, at the empirical level, this research looks at the news coverage of the mining 

conflicts in the Renca reserve (Brazil), involving the Rio Paru D’este and the Waiãpi indigenous 

groups, and the Gállok/Kallak iron deposit (Sweden), involving the Sami peoples. The research 

considers 54 online articles from different media ecologies (mainstream and alternative) and 

scales of production and distribution (national and international). It looks for broad narrative 

patterns through a holistic approach (Lieblich et al. 1998) to narrative analysis (Robertson 
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2017), and poses a final discussion in relation to the framing of justice (Fraser 2009) and media 

responsibility (Silverstone 2007). 

Accordingly, my intended contribution is to shed light on the role of the narrator in 

representing the conflicts and the minorities involved in these particular cases, and what this 

can tell us about media responsibility in portraying justice. 

 

1.1 Research Aim and Questions 

My aim in this study is to map representations of justice (as defined by Fraser 2009) in news 

articles about mining conflicts involving indigenous peoples. In particular, considering two 

cases from different parts of the world, the Renca mining reserve in Brazil, and the 

Gállok/Kallak iron mine in Sweden, as well as narratives from different media ecologies 

(mainstream and partially alternative) and scales of production and distribution (national and 

international). 

In order to identify and analyse how these media narratives are constructed in regard to 

the framing of justice, I pose the main research question: how are the mining conflicts and the 

indigenous peoples involved in them represented across the material? With sub questions: (a) 

what do the articles say that the conflict is about? Which people, places, or institutions are 

evoked concerning the conflict?; and (b) in which ways are indigenous peoples, as well as their 

perspectives, portrayed in the articles? 

 

1.2 Expected Outcome 

Primarily, the expected outcome is that a narrative analysis (see Section 3.4) will qualitatively 

map patterns of media representations found across the selected material. The findings should 

clarify how narratives are structured (story) and communicated (discourse) in the analysed 

samples. In particular, in which ways these narratives: (a) shape the understandings of the 

mining conflicts and (b) reproduce, if so, constructs of power in relation to indigenous peoples’ 

identities and political agency. Finally, results should be discussed in terms of how the findings 

relate to media responsibility in representing justice in a globalizing world (see Chapter 3). 

Here, it is also important to clarify what will not be studied. This study makes no claims 

regarding what indigeneity is or is ought to be. Rather, it investigates the ways that indigeneity 

has been represented in a specific context, namely, the media coverage of two mining conflicts 

(Renca and Gállok). In addition, as it will be explained further (see Chapter 4), by looking in 

detail at each article, it will be possible to analyse not just what representations can be found 

there, but in which ways they are articulated. Therefore, this paper will not explore, for example, 
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structural differences between media systems (Hallin and Mancini 2007). While I acknowledge 

the relevance of political economy perspectives in the study of power struggles, my main focus 

here is analysing the texts in their own right. This means that I will seek to understand issues 

such as meaning, representation, identity, discourses and subjectivity (Hesmondhalgh, 2013). 

Therefore, I expect this study to shed light on media responsibility when representing 

the human rights of distant others, especially in times of cosmopolitan promises, environmental 

concerns, and discussions about justice in a transnationalizing public sphere.  

 

1.3 Thesis Structure 

The thesis is structured as it follows. In the next chapter, I first provide background information 

on the indigenous peoples’ rights, then on the two case studies covered in this paper (Renca and 

Gállok). Following that, I discuss the central theoretical concepts and approaches that will guide 

the paper. Next, I explain the variety of sources and materials considered for the empirical 

research and how they will be investigated in relation to the research aim and questions. Finally, 

I present the results, which include findings from the process of gathering material, as well as 

the narrative patterns found in each sample. Last but not least, results are compared and 

discussed in relation to justice theory and media responsibility and conclusions summarizes the 

main findings of the study.   

 

 

2. Background 

This chapter elaborates on the indigenous peoples’ rights and the transnational nature of mining 

conflicts. Next, it presents background information about the two cases addressed in this paper, 

Renca (in Brazil) and Gállok/Kallak (in Sweden). It also contextualizes who are the indigenous 

peoples involved in the conflicts and how they have been fighting for their rights. 

 

2.1 Indigenous Peoples: Identity and Self-determination 

According to the United Nations (UN) (2015: 1)1, the common definition of indigenous peoples 

refers to: 

 

                                                      
1 UN (2015). “Who Are Indigenous Peoples?”. Available at: 

https://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unpfii/documents/5session_factsheet1.pdf. Last Accessed: September 1, 2018. 

https://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unpfii/documents/5session_factsheet1.pdf
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“those who inhabited a country or a geographical region at the time when 

people of different cultures or ethnic origins arrived. The new arrivals later 

became dominant through conquest, occupation, settlement or other means.” 

  

In this definition, these pre-colonial and/or pre-settler societies form non-dominant groups of 

society. Indigenous peoples are commonly regarded for having a special connection with their 

territories and surrounding nature; distinct social, economic and political systems; as well as 

distinct language, culture, and beliefs; and for resolving to maintain and reproduce their 

ancestral lands and ways of life as distinctive peoples and communities (ibid.). 

Despite these common definitions, the UN considers that the most fruitful approach is 

to identity. Self-determination is therefore regarded as the fundamental criterion when it comes 

to indigeneity. It is also the basis of several human rights documents, including the Declaration 

on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP)2. Still, indigenous peoples from all over the 

world3 face challenges when it comes to the protection of their rights. 

 

2.2 Mining Conflicts: Between and Beyond Borders 

Like other transnational matters, such as immigration, global warming, or women's rights, 

indigeneity has been understood as a way to “think about the international beyond stateness” 

(Picq 2014: 31). There are some reasons for that. To begin with, indigenous peoples from all 

over the world have been going through power struggles not only with nation-states but also 

with transnational actors like the extractivist mining industries and finance capital actors. As 

Pietras & Valtemayer (2014) explain, in the context of South America extractivism has taken 

different forms over time:  

“through the ages of conquest, colonial rule and mercantile capital, through the 

subsequent transition to industrial capitalism and the emergence of monopoly 

capitalism, and to the present age of global mega-corporations allied to finance 

capital.” (Pietras & Valtemayer 2014: 3). 

 

Therefore, such societal and economic changes came along with a continuity of dominant power 

structures, including actors like industry, politicians, and news media. In terms of media justice, 

the diffuse nature of global information has made especially hard to hold these actors 

                                                      
2 United Nations (2008). “Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples”. Available at: 

http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unpfii/documents/DRIPS_en.pdf. Last accessed: March 25, 2018. 
3 According to the UN (2015), it is estimated that there are more than 370 million indigenous people spread 

across 70 countries worldwide.  

http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unpfii/documents/DRIPS_en.pdf
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accountable. In particular, those who seek to control narratives of mediated conflicts (Robertson 

2015: 103-105). 

Secondly, indigenous lands were formed before the constitution of the modern nation-

states, sometimes even spreading across them. As explained later, this also poses a challenge in 

regard to justice since indigenous rights are not discussed in terms of citizenship. For instance, 

according to The United Nations (UN) resolutions, because native groups don’t hold a nation-

state status they don’t have the right to international law protection through the International 

Court of Justice4. Finally, indigenous peoples tend to agree on a worldview that understands 

nature as a shared and finite good. Such perspective has been pushing for more complex and 

ethical discussions around environmental rights and climate change. In many levels indigeneity 

is, therefore, a way to think beyond stateness as Piqc (2014) assertively states. But in terms of 

justice and democracy, if there is no such thing as a transnational/global governance, how to 

assure indigenous peoples’ rights then?  

Considering the historical injustices that outlined their story, it was only recently, in 

2007, that the UN published the Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP) 

with the aim to address individual and collective rights. In particular, the document evokes 

indigenous peoples’ self-determination by which “they freely determine their political status 

and freely pursue their economic, social and cultural development” (Article 3); highlights the 

fact that they “have the right to the lands, territories and resources which they have traditionally 

owned, occupied or otherwise used or acquired” (Article 26); and promotes their participation 

“in decision-making in matters which would affect their rights” (Article 18). In practice, these 

rights are ultimately under the guardianship of the nation-state or states where these peoples are 

located - however, they are constantly disrespected. The closest form of a joint agreement that 

holds states accountable is the ILO (International Labour Organization) Convention 169, from 

1989. The Convention is considered a pioneering document on establishing indigenous peoples’ 

rights and demanding action, as ratifying countries should “commit themselves to applying the 

convention in national law and practice and reporting on its application at regular intervals.”5.   

In this study, I focus on media representations of two recent cases of mining conflicts 

that have been considered harmful for indigenous peoples’ rights, one in the Renca mining 

reserve (Brazil) and another in the Gállok iron mine (Sweden). The ILO 169 Convention is 

                                                      
4 United Nations (2018). “Uphold International Law”. Available at: http://www.un.org/en/sections/what-we-

do/uphold-international-law/. Last accessed: March 29, 2018. 
5 ILO (n.d.). “Conventions and Recommendations”. Available at: 

http://www.ilo.org/global/standards/introduction-to-international-labour-standards/conventions-and-

recommendations/lang--en/index.htm. Last accessed: March 26, 2018.  

http://www.un.org/en/sections/what-we-do/uphold-international-law/
http://www.un.org/en/sections/what-we-do/uphold-international-law/
http://www.ilo.org/global/standards/introduction-to-international-labour-standards/conventions-and-recommendations/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.ilo.org/global/standards/introduction-to-international-labour-standards/conventions-and-recommendations/lang--en/index.htm
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ratified by Brazil and another 22 nations6 (except Sweden), and both Brazil and Sweden are 

among the 144 countries that adopted the UNDRIP (ILOb n/d). Still, indigeneity remains an 

unresolved issue in both nation-states, as explained below.  

 

2.3 The Mining Conflicts in Renca and Gállok 

Renca (Reserva de Cobre e Associados/Copper Reserve and Associates), located in Northern 

Brazil, between the states of Pará and Amapá, is a 47,000 km² natural reserve rich in copper, 

gold, iron and other minerals. The reserve was created in 1984, the last year of military 

dictatorship in Brazil, in order to protect the national stock of strategic ores from foreign 

companies interested in the region (Nexo Jornal 2017)7. Since then, the area has been attracting 

investors from all over the world. In fact, according to WWF-Brazil (2017)8, since the 1980’s 

companies presented 551 research or mineral exploration requests in the area (WWF Brazil 

2017: 16). In August 2017, President Michel Temer signed a decree putting an end to the 

reserve. The decree opened the area for commercial mining and allowed the private sector to 

investigate the existence of mineral deposits. In October 2017 the decree was revoked due to 

public pressure. This paper covers a four months period of intense media repercussion of this 

case. 

Renca is located inside the Amazon forest conservation units9 and indigenous lands that 

belong to the Rio Paru D’este peoples (cohabited by the Aparai and Wayana ethnicities) and 

the Waiãpi people. Both territories have small populations (there were 874 Wajãpi and 244 Rio 

Paru D’este according to the last census in 2010)10 and the contact with the dominant cultural 

majority (Brazil and other nations) is fairly recent, dating from the 1970’s. Due to this short 

period of relationship with the ‘West’, they are often relegated (by actors like the government, 

anthropologists, NGOs, and activists) to the place of defenceless protegees. On the other hand, 

                                                      
6 ILO(n/d). “Ratifications of C169 - Indigenous and Tribal Peoples Convention, 1989 (No. 169)”. Available at: 

http://www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/en/f?p=1000:11300:0::NO:11300:P11300_INSTRUMENT_ID:312314 . Last 

accessed: March 26, 2018.   
7 Nexo Jornal (2017). “What is the political dispute over the Amazonian mineral reserve”. Available at: 

https://www.nexojornal.com.br/expresso/2017/09/01/Qual-%C3%A9-a-disputa-pol%C3%ADtica-em-torno-da-

reserva-mineral-da-Amaz%C3%B4nia. Free translation. Last accessed: March 24, 2018. 
8 WWF Brasil (2017). “Renca: legal situation of the mining rights of the national copper reserve”. Available at: 

https://d3nehc6yl9qzo4.cloudfront.net/downloads/renca_vreduzida.pdf. Free translation. Last accessed: March 

30, 2018. 
9 This demarcation involves recognition of the area’s possession of important natural characteristics, 

guaranteeing state protection of its environmental attributes. Socioambiental.org (n.d.) . Available at: 

https://uc.socioambiental.org/en/%C3%A1reas-para-conserva%C3%A7%C3%A3o/conservation-units. Last 

accessed: August 13, 2018. 
10 IBGE (2010). “Census 2010 - Census 2010 Results”. Available at: 

https://censo2010.ibge.gov.br/terrasindigenas/. Free translation. Last accessed: April 5, 2018. 

http://www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/en/f?p=1000:11300:0::NO:11300:P11300_INSTRUMENT_ID:312314
https://www.nexojornal.com.br/expresso/2017/09/01/Qual-%C3%A9-a-disputa-pol%C3%ADtica-em-torno-da-reserva-mineral-da-Amaz%C3%B4nia
https://www.nexojornal.com.br/expresso/2017/09/01/Qual-%C3%A9-a-disputa-pol%C3%ADtica-em-torno-da-reserva-mineral-da-Amaz%C3%B4nia
https://d3nehc6yl9qzo4.cloudfront.net/downloads/renca_vreduzida.pdf
https://uc.socioambiental.org/en/%C3%A1reas-para-conserva%C3%A7%C3%A3o/conservation-units
https://censo2010.ibge.gov.br/terrasindigenas/
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it is not uncommon to find Portuguese speakers among these groups, and they are actively 

engaged in movements in defence of their rights11. In both cases, farming and hunting promote 

seasonal displacements of the population and are central to their livelihood and culture. They 

are also engaged in the trade of handicrafts with the neighboring cities12. 

 In the public sphere, among the ones who defended the decree the argument was that it 

would generate economic development and the creation of jobs, as well as combat the illegal 

mining already existing in the region. Against the announcement, the argument was that the 

labour migration and deforestation necessary for the infrastructure would jeopardize areas of 

environmental protection as well as affect indigenous peoples’ rights. On that regard, Article 

231 of the Brazilian Constitution (1988)13 states that the native people of Brazil “are recognized 

for their social organization, customs, languages, beliefs and traditions, and the original rights 

over lands they traditionally occupy, protect and enforce all their property”. In reality, the 

situation is different. 

Indigenous peoples are almost absent from the Brazilian political scene. There are no 

representatives in the Congress and the National Indian Foundation (FUNAI), the government 

body that establishes and carries out policies for indigenous peoples, has never had an 

indigenous person as a representative since its creation in 1967. Not surprisingly, the process 

for the demarcation of lands is problematic. The legal bureaucracy and the alignment of 

politicians with the so-called ruralists (landowners) and potential investors stiffen the process, 

which leads to various types of conflicts and violence. In 2016, the number of homicides of 

indigenous peoples related to such conflicts had grown from 97 to 138 cases in relation to 

201414. Suicides among young indigenous persons are also being reported. They happen both 

in the forests and in the cities15, often due to the disconnection from their traditional livelihood 

and culture.  

                                                      
11 For instance, in September 20, 2017, the  Wajãpi Village Council (created in 1994) published an open letter on 

the Internet regarding the Renca conflict. Available at: https://terrasindigenas.org.br/es/noticia/182627. Last 

accessed: August 13, 2018. 
12 Indigenous Peoples in Brazil (n/d). “Wajãpi”. Available at: 

https://pib.socioambiental.org/pt/Povo:Waj%c3%a3pi#Popula.C3.A7.C3.A3o. Free translation. Last accessed: 

April 5, 2018. 
13 Indigenous Peoples in Brazil (n/d). “Constitutional Rights of Indians”. Available at: 

https://pib.socioambiental.org/pt/c/direitos/constituicoes/introducao . Free translation. Last accessed: April 5, 

2018. 
14 Nexo Jornal (2017). “These facts show why the indigenous issue is an urgent matter”. Available at: 

https://www.nexojornal.com.br/expresso/2016/01/24/Estes-fatos-mostram-por-que-a-questao-indigena-e-um-

tema-urgente . Free translation. Last accessed: April 5, 2018. 
15 There are isolated, contacted, and urbanized indigenous groups and persons in Brazil. 

https://terrasindigenas.org.br/es/noticia/182627
https://pib.socioambiental.org/pt/Povo:Waj%c3%a3pi#Popula.C3.A7.C3.A3o
https://pib.socioambiental.org/pt/c/direitos/constituicoes/introducao
https://www.nexojornal.com.br/expresso/2016/01/24/Estes-fatos-mostram-por-que-a-quest%C3%A3o-ind%C3%ADgena-%C3%A9-um-tema-urgente
https://www.nexojornal.com.br/expresso/2016/01/24/Estes-fatos-mostram-por-que-a-quest%C3%A3o-ind%C3%ADgena-%C3%A9-um-tema-urgente
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In contrast, political organizations such as the Articulation of the Indigenous Peoples of 

Brazil (APIB)16 have been pushing for justice for all indigenous ethnicities before the National 

Congress, the UN, and the American Commission on Human Rights of the OAS (Organization 

of American States)17. Demonstrations against the government became particularly intense in 

2017, when diverse ethnicities protested together in front of the Brazilian Congress demanding 

the demarcation of lands18. The protests happened both off and online, with the campaign 

#demarcacacaoja (in English, ‘demarcation now’) running in most social media channels. It 

was also last year that Sônia Guajajara (the APIB President) became the first ever indigenous 

pre-candidate to the Presidency of Republic. Self-determination is another important demand. 

To illustrate, this February indigenous YouTuber Katú promoted the hashtag 

#indionaoefantasia (in English, ‘Indian is not a costume’)19 questioning the ways that Brazilians 

represent the indigenous culture during Carnival and proposing a reflection on ethnic plurality.  

The other case analysed in this paper is the mining conflict in Gállok, in Swedish, or 

Gállok, in Sami language20. Gállok is one of the largest iron deposits of Sweden. It is located 

in the country’s northern region, between the villages of Björkholmen and Randijaur in the 

municipality of Jokkmokk (Norrbotten County), on the lands of Sami peoples. In 2013, Sami 

groups and activists tried to prevent the mining company Beowulf from drilling operations by 

blocking the road to Gállok. In 2014, Norrbotten refused further mining in the region, however, 

Bergsstaten (the Swedish geological authority) overruled the County and it is now up to the 

government of Sweden to give a final answer to the question. Although more recently the debate 

came back to surface, it was on the second semester of 2013 that the media repercussion was 

louder, with protests against mining in Gállok making most of the headlines. This is the period 

covered in this paper.  

Nowadays, the Sami inhabit parts of Russia, Finland, Norway, and Sweden. 

Traditionally, their livelihood is semi-nomadic reindeer herding, which is why Sami make use 

                                                      
16 APIB aims at the promotion and defence of indigenous rights, based on the articulation and union between the 

indigenous peoples and organizations of the different regions of the country. Available at: http://apib.info/apib/ . 

Free translation. Last accessed: April 28, 2018. 
17 The OAS provides another platform for the protection of indigenous rights, with focus on the American 

continent. It brings together all 35 independent states of the Americas and constitutes the main political, 

juridical, and social governmental forum in the Hemisphere. Available at: 

http://www.oas.org/en.d.bout/who_we_are.asp . Last accessed: April 28, 2018.  
18 Nexo Jornal (2017). “What is being indigenous in Brazil today, according to 3 young people and 2 

anthropologists”. Available at: https://www.nexojornal.com.br/expresso/2017/04/29/O-que-e-ser-indigena-no-

Brasil-hoje-segundo-3-jovens-e-2-antropologos. Free translation. Last accessed: April 5, 2018. 
19 The hashtag reached transnational NGO channels, like “If Not Us Then Who?”. Available at: 

https://twitter.com/IfNotUs_ThenWho/status/974352028674686976.  Last accessed: April 5, 2018. 
20 From now on, I shall adopt the word “Gállok” in order to refer to the conflict. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nomad
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reindeer
http://apib.info/apib/
http://www.oas.org/en/about/who_we_are.asp
https://www.nexojornal.com.br/expresso/2017/04/29/O-que-%C3%A9-ser-ind%C3%ADgena-no-Brasil-hoje-segundo-3-jovens-e-2-antrop%C3%B3logos
https://www.nexojornal.com.br/expresso/2017/04/29/O-que-%C3%A9-ser-ind%C3%ADgena-no-Brasil-hoje-segundo-3-jovens-e-2-antrop%C3%B3logos
https://www.nexojornal.com.br/expresso/2017/04/29/O-que-%C3%A9-ser-ind%C3%ADgena-no-Brasil-hoje-segundo-3-jovens-e-2-antrop%C3%B3logos
https://twitter.com/IfNotUs_ThenWho/status/974352028674686976
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of large amounts of land. Besides, this is not only an economic activity but also an important 

foundation of their culture, particularly in the Gállok area21. Therefore, for cultural, 

environmental, and political reasons reindeer herding is legally reserved exclusively for Sami 

peoples in some regions, like the sameby (Sami Parliament 2005: 34)22. Still, Sami rights do 

not come easily or on time. Since 1993, the Sami have an official representation in Sweden 

through their own Parliament. However, there is a built-in conflict between the Sami’s desire 

for increased independence and the government’s restrictiveness and agency regulation23. In 

fact, it was not long ago, in 2011, that the Swedish Supreme Court ruled in favour of the Sami, 

giving them common law rights to a specific area of land. And it was only in 2000 that the 

Swedish Parliament declared Sami a national minority language24. 

Although the Sami colonization in Sweden happened later than in South America, it 

developed because of similar reasons and with similar consequences. It is known that from the 

16th to the 18th century the Sami peoples lived in relative peace and had fairly strong political 

influence with the Swedish crown, mostly because of their contributions to the public treasury 

which came from silver and reindeer activity (Samer n/d)25.  However, the industrialization 

changed everything:  

“(...) water power plants and mining caused devastation of reindeer grazing grounds 

and hunting grounds. The state took the language, the lands and the common law 

from the Sami. Ideas about lower and higher races spread, Sami heads and bodies 

were measured in the name of racial biology [...]. Reindeer herding and Sami culture 

was a burden to the society. The Sami were supposed to settle down, assimilate and 

pursue other trades and occupations.” (Samer n/d). 

 

Much of this background is not of common knowledge to Swedish society. In fact, “the majority 

of Swedish population learn about Sami culture, history, and society through press and other 

media” (Ledman 2012: 226). Even so, the issue has tangible contemporary repercussions and 

has been discussed more openly in recent years, especially by the Sami themselves. 

                                                      
21 There are Sami living in different settings and cultures in other parts of Sweden. 
22 Sami Parliament (2005). “The Sami: an indigenous people in Sweden”. Available at: 

http://www.samer.se/2137. Last accessed: April 27, 2018. 
23 The Sami Parliament is a blend of a popularly elected parliament and a State administrative agency with 

limited and legally regulated tasks. Available at: https://www.sametinget.se/9688 Last accessed: April 2, 2018.  
24 Sami Parliament (2005). “The Sami: an indigenous people in Sweden”. Available at: 

http://www.samer.se/2137. Last accessed: March 30, 2018. 
25 Samer (n/d). “Colonization”. Available at: http://www.samer.se/4543. Last accessed: April 2, 2018.  

http://www.samer.se/2137
https://www.sametinget.se/9688
http://www.samer.se/2137
http://www.samer.se/4543
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One example is the website “What local people?”26. It was created in 2014, as a response 

to a statement made by Sinclair-Poulton, chairman of Beowulf Mining. At the occasion, he was 

asked what the local people would say about the mine project in Gállok. While showing a 

picture of a landscape with no people in it, he said: “What local people?”, which triggered 

critical reactions. Another example is the independent movie Sami Blood (2017)27, which was 

indicated and winner of several mainstream and alternative Film Festivals last year. It portrays 

the racism and eugenic scrutiny that Sami peoples went through in the 1930’s in Sweden, and 

how it made them question and even deny their own identities. Still in 2017, the hashtag 

#vardagsrasismmotmigsomsame (in English, ‘everyday racism against Sami’), a campaign 

started by Sameradion, encouraged people with a Sami background to share on social media 

the discriminatory situations that they have been experienced28. 

  In sum, Sami peoples of different groups have been in contact with dominant cultures for a 

longer time than native Americans have, which in part is the reason why Sami political 

movements are more consolidated. In Brazil, such movements are more recent, with native 

groups of diverse ethnicities having different levels of contact with the dominant majority. Still, 

the mining conflicts in Renca and Gállok share a lot in common. Both derive from historical 

power struggles over land, natural resources, and identity. Both happen in a context of 

environmental concerns and in places with a significant role in the ecosystem balance29 as well 

as important assets for the global industry and financial capital. Finally, in both Brazil and 

Sweden, even if in different levels, indigenous peoples are politically organized, empowered 

by technology, and demanding political participation. 

 

3. Earlier Research and Theoretical Framework  

This chapter connects the main concepts this study builds on: the framing (and misframing) of 

justice, media responsibility, and media representations. The first section explains the relevance 

of studying mediated transnational matters, like mining conflicts, through the lens of the theory 

of justice and media responsibility. The rest of the chapter builds around the specific point of 

this study, this is, media representations. 

                                                      
26 What Local People (n.d.). “Vi finns…”. Available at: http://www.whatlocalpeople.se/vi-finns/. Free 

Translation. Last accessed: April 2, 2018.  
27 Kernell, A. (2017). Sami Blood. 
28 Sameradion and SVT Sápmi (2017). “We raise stories about everyday racism against Sami”. Available at: 

https://sverigesradio.se/sida/artikel.aspx?programid=2327&artikel=6661047. Last accessed: April 2, 2018.  
29 To illustrate, both the Amazon rainforest and Laponia (where Sami peoples inhabit) are featured in the 

“Unesco World Heritage” list. Available at: https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/998 and 

https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/774. Last accessed: April 2, 2018.   

http://www.whatlocalpeople.se/vi-finns/
https://sverigesradio.se/sida/artikel.aspx?programid=2327&artikel=6661047
https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/998
https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/774
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3.1 Mediating Justice in a Transnationalizing Public Sphere 

A just world. We all want it, but what is justice? Scholar Sen (in Rao 2005) looks at injustices 

as a point of departure in order to understand what is just. For him, instead of searching for 

ideal justice, “a society should strive to identify, ameliorate, and eliminate structural but 

redressable injustices” (Rao 2005: 122). In this sense, justice is approached in its effective 

practice, “not on the effort to locate its transcendental use or measure its ideal manifestations” 

(Rao, 2005: 125). Similarly, Fraser (2009) explains justice in the grounds of what is unjust, 

which is essential to understand the scholar’s idea of misframing of justice, one of the leading 

concepts of this research. Before going into it, I take a step back in order to explain how the 

concept was forged and why it is relevant to this study. 

In its classic definition, the ‘what’ of justice is discussed within the notion of national 

borders, which includes the economic dimension of distribution and the cultural dimension of 

recognition. As Fraser (2009) stresses, both dimensions are grounded in a Keynesian-

Westphalian political imaginary that correlates public spheres with territorial states (Fraser 

2009: 12), in a historical context of post-war and emergence of social and multicultural 

movements. In the current times of globalization, however, sources of injustice (and demands 

for justice) often transcend the notion of geographical borders. Accordingly, transnational 

public opinion is strengthened by global mass media and cyber technology (ibid.). This is the 

case of feminism, climate justice, and indigenous peoples’ rights.  

Considering this context, Fraser proposes a shift of paradigm to what she calls a 

postwestphalian (or postnational) one. It consists of turning the frame of justice into a tripod by 

adding to the two first traditional levels of justice (distribution and recognition) the political 

dimension of participation, which highlights the ‘how’ of justice. Therefore, for Fraser, injustice 

happens when there is maldistribution, misrecognition, and misrepresentation. On the latter, the 

scholar distinguishes two levels: ordinary-political injustice (related to social belonging issues) 

and misframing (when some groups and individuals are excluded from the process of public 

decision-making) (ibid.: 14). Finally, in defining misframing, Fraser proposes an approach that 

acknowledges the state-territorial principle, ‘the space of places’, while also stressing ‘the space 

of flows’ (Fraser 2009: 15-16), this is, the space of movement, where individuals, institutions, 

and information exist regardless of territorial boundaries. Henceforth, for Fraser, the 

misframing of justice happens when “an inappropriate scale is imposed upon a case of injustice, 

such as when national scale and solution are employed to address a transnational source of 

injustice” (Fraser in Roosvall 2017: 131).  
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Centered on the ‘who’ of justice (the groups and individuals who live, simultaneously, 

in the space of places and flows), this perspective pushes for fairer political representation in 

issues like the one addressed in this study. This is, the mining conflicts involving transnational 

actors (e.g. finance capital, NGOs, and, in particular, native peoples) and concerns (e.g. climate 

change, indigenous rights). Here, the role of the media as framing (or misframing) agents30 is 

essential and so is a new media ethics of ‘global framing’ (Roosvall & Tegelberg 2017: 11).  

In fact, earlier research has demonstrated the influential role of the media, in particular 

journalism, in portraying justice and political representation in environmental conflicts. One 

example is Roosvall’s (2017) study on how different journalistic editorials from high-income 

countries have addressed the matter of justice during the release of the IPCC (Intergovernmental 

Panel on Climate Change) reports. Drawing from Fraser’s (2009) accounts on justice, she 

concluded that the international scale is often foregrounded, which builds on the naturalization 

of national scales but excludes the transnational one (Roosvall 2017: 146). In terms of remedies 

for injustice, also building on Fraser, Persson et al. (2017) have argued that by non-

communicating the injustice in Gállok to the public, media outlets hindered Sami’s participation 

in society, leaving them invisible and subjected to politics of recognition. They state, “the 

struggle over a mine in Gállok can be understood as a struggle over more profound causes of 

inclusion and representation” (Persson et al. 2017: 27).  

Another way to think about the role of the media in representing justice is through the 

lenses of media responsibility. Here, I draw from Silverstone (2007), who understands justice 

both as a right and an obligation. For the scholar, this moral dimension, translated in hospitality, 

the “duty to care about those distant from us” (Silverstone 2007: 154-155), is a responsibility 

of any person involved in mediapolis, including journalists. Once this responsibility becomes 

displaced onto the institution and procedures, “then the connection between person and person 

becomes disturbed and attenuated (...)” (ibid.: 151). 

For instance, Pinto et al. (2017: 15) have analysed years of mainstream coverage in three 

cases of environmental crisis in South America (the Chevron oil contamination in Ecuador, the 

Belo Monte hydroelectric project in Brazil, and the Pascua Lama mining project in Chile). 

Focused on both messages and social structures in the newsrooms, the study verified that the 

                                                      
30 The frame of justice as referred to by Fraser (2009) should not be confused with framing analysis as a Media 

and Communication methodology (Entman 1993). As a method, framing analysis refers to selection and 

salience. “To frame is to select some aspects of a perceived reality and make them more salient in a 

communicating text, in such a way as to promote a particular problem definition, causal interpretation, moral 

evaluation, and/or treatment recommendation for the item described.” (Entman 1993: 52). In this study, the 

frame of justice refers to how justice is understood or represented (Fraser 2009).   
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news coverage was dominated by elite discourses supporting natural resource exploitation on 

behalf of development. In the particular case of Brazil, it was also verified that mainstream 

news outlets tend to ignore voices and perspectives marginalized by structural newsrooms 

arrangements and personal orientations regarding class, race, and ideology (ibid.: 151).  

In sum, all these discussions related to justice go hand in hand to discussions about 

political representation (Fraser 2009) and media responsibility (Silverstone 2007), which in turn 

are also connected to the ways that ‘we’ imagine ‘the other’. 

 

3.2 “The West and The Rest” Discourse and Other Representations of Indigeneity 

Imagination plays an essential role on how we understand reality. An example is the idea of 

nationality, which for Anderson (1983) corresponds essentially to an imagined community. 

Something that was enabled by the convergence of capitalism and print technology on the 

inevitable diversity of human language (Anderson 1983: 48). As different scholars have 

suggested, (Cottle 2000; Hooper 2007; Chouliaraki & Blaagaard 2013, Borer 2012, Guzmán 

2013; Robertson 2010, 2015) the media still play a dominant role in producing imaginations of 

who ‘we’ are in relation to distant ‘others’, thus naturalizing power relations that foreground 

such identities. Here, Stuart Hall’s “The West and The Rest: Discourse and Power” (1992) is 

an indispensable reference. 

Drawing from Foucault's concept of discourse and Edward Said's work on Orientalism, 

Hall (1992) traces how ‘The West and The Rest’ discourse was formed as a system of 

representation during Colonialism, when the early contact between Europeans and native 

peoples happened. He explains that the duality us vs. them is the strategic basis of this system, 

this is, ‘The Rest’ becomes defined as everything that ‘The West’ is not, its mirror image (Hall 

1992: 216). By analysing diverse texts dating from Ancient Greece to the Bible and the letters 

written by European travellers of the 16th century, Hall identifies two mechanisms by which 

this strategy operates. First, the stereotype, which is the one-sided oversimplified description 

of ‘the other’. Second, the stereotype is itself split into two halves - its ‘good’ and ‘bad’ sides: 

friendly-hostile, innocent-depraved, noble-ignoble (ibid.: 215-216). Finally, because the 

Foucauldian tradition pays attention to several layers of meanings, a discourse consists of 

several statements working together to form a single “discursive formation” (Foucault in Hall 

1992: 201). Regarding ‘The West and The Rest’, Hall identifies the following discursive 

formation: 
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“1. Idealization; 2. the projection of fantasies of desire and degradation; 3. the failure 

to recognize and respect difference; 4. the tendency to impose European categories 

and norms, to see difference through the modes of perception and representation of 

the West.” (Hall 1992: 215). 

 

Indeed, fragments of the ‘The West and The Rest’ discourse can be found from far past to 

contemporary times in diverse media texts both in Brazil and Sweden.  

In “Native and National: Indigeneity after Independence”, besides addressing colonial 

texts, Guzmán (2013) discusses how postcolonial perspectives continue to dominate 

imaginations of indigeneity in Brazil. An example is the romantic literature from the 19th 

century, which idealized the Indian as a symbol for nation-building projects that did “no more 

than replicate Europe” (Guzmán 2013: 139). This is the case of the romance “Iracema”, whose 

protagonist is the iconic female character Iracema, an indigenous idealized (and sexualized) as 

the “honey lipped virgin”31. She dies as a tragic-hero after giving birth to Moacir, son to a 

European. In this fiction, Moacir is regarded as a symbol of the ‘first Brazilian’. In fact, the idea 

of Brazilianess is closely connected to the national myth of racial democracy, this is, the belief 

that Brazil has escaped racism because of its ethnic diversity. However, as Guzmán discusses 

in his book, both the real and imagined Natives “are venerated as foundational First Peoples 

when it is convenient to do so and scorned as perpetual outsiders when it is not” (ibid.: 24). 

For instance, in the 1970’s, the character Sivanzinho was the ‘educated Indian’ who 

represented the Brazilian state’s surveillance in the SIVAM32 project, led by Brazil and the 

USA. The indian boy was native enough in personality but also sufficiently whitened in 

knowledge; ultimately, a patriotic hero “who embraced the responsibilities of his national 

citizenship” (ibid.: 112). However, indigeneity was also ridicularized in order to entertain 

national and international audiences. A prominent example is TV Xuxa, a show aimed for 

children that was broadcasted for over 20 years by TV Globo not only in Brazil, but also in 

Latin America and the US (ibid.: 3). One of TV Xuxa’s greatest hits was “Playing Indian”, a 

mocking song about indigenous culture repeatedly performed by the show’s white and blond 

host. 

                                                      
31 Other studies have analysed how female native characters are idealized in popular culture in terms of race, 

gender, and other intersectional categories. See, for example, Lacroix’s (2004) accounts on Disney characters 

like Pocahontas and Esmeralda.  
32 The Amazon Surveillance System (SIVAM) is a surveillance program created in the 1970’s with the aim to 

monitor the Legal Amazon (the largest socio-geographic division in Brazil, containing all nine states in the 

Amazon basin). 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brazil
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As for Scandinavia, in one of the few researches about ancient Sami representations 

Aalto & Lehtola (2017) have studied how Sami were portrayed in Old (Middle-Aged) Norse 

saga literature. Aalto & Lehtola findings indicate that the purpose of the Sami stereotypes was 

“to show what the proper Scandinavian was not: heathen” (Aalto & Lehtola 2017: 21). The 

Sami were associated with creatures typical of the Norse mythology such as tröll and jötnar, 

which, for the authors, sets ground for the ways that Sami were depicted in later historical 

narratives: very peculiar, different, “others” (ibid.). They conclude, “the stereotypes of the Sami 

tell us more about the society that created them than about real, historical events” (ibid: 7).  In 

sum, although the connection with nationality (in terms of race and ethnicity) is not a 

phenomenon here as it is in the Brazilian case, there is a similarity, also grounded in ‘The West 

and The Rest’ discourse, which is the construction of ‘the other’. 

As in Brazil, such representations were also verified in postcolonial events. Pietikäinen 

(2003), for instance, studied representations of Sami and Finns in the mainstream newspaper 

Helsingin Sanomat. In her findings, Sami were portrayed as the affected participants of a 

homogeneous group, predominantly described by their connection with nature, whereas Finns 

were the acting participants of a homogeneous system described by its official institutions. 

Also, more recently, Ledman (2012) has mapped postcolonial representations of Sami women 

in Swedish and Sami newspapers and magazines throughout the years 1966, 1986 and 2006. 

Results pointed out that the repetition of stereotypes and characteristics of a defined “saminess”, 

or “Sami authenticity” were frequent over time (Ledman 2012: 223). In this sense, 

“representations of Sami women served as a counterpart to the notion of a “normal” Swedish 

woman” (ibid.: 224), like the mirrored image described by Hall (1992). It was also observed 

that the women who did not fall in this ‘box’ were left out from the mainstream media coverage, 

which suggests that if the production of identities cannot serve to reinforce its dominant 

counterpart, they are not worthy of being communicated. 

Bringing this discussion to the context of this paper, it is interesting to pay attention to 

types of representations of indigenous persons in mediated environmental conflicts of global 

scale. For instance, Ford et al. (2016) have argued that by adding indigenous peoples to lists of 

vulnerable populations in IPCC assessment reports, the text diverted attention away from the 

ideological and political contestation required to overcome their struggles (Ford et al. 2016: 

349). Similarly, it has been verified that indigenous peoples are likely to be considered the 

heroic “intermediaries between nature and the West, mediating urgency, spirituality and de-

nationalization” (Roosvall & Tegelberg 2013 in ibid. 2018: s.p). Such studies demonstrate that 

in transiting between dualistic stereotypes (victims and heroes), indigenous peoples have their 
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strength as political actors compromised. Here, it is essential to consider how nature plays a 

role in the dynamics of political representation. 

Indeed, narratives about the rights of nature are often ‘soaked in indigeneity’, as 

observes Tanescescu (2016: 132). This is, for instance, when someone evokes or speaks on 

behalf of ‘nature’, ‘the forest’, or ‘Mother Earth’. As a matter of fact, nature cannot speak for 

itself. Parting from this point, Graf et al. (2016) have shown how different media sources make 

sense of and give voice to ‘the environment’. As Graf explains, “what appears in the media as 

the reality of nature is simply the product of media production that emphasises certain things 

and de-emphasises others.” (Graf 2016: 7). So, speaking on behalf of nature is not exclusive to 

mainstream media “but also belongs to the repertoire of rhetorical strategies employed by 

activists, environmentalists, and ideologists” (ibid.: 14). In the case of indigenous peoples, 

adapting to the mainstream media ecology is also part of the strategy to overcome the 

marginalization of their voices (Roosvall & Tegelberg 2016).  

This is similar to what Spivak (in Harasym 1990) means when she elaborates on 

strategic essentialism: “you pick up the universal that will give you the power to fight against 

the other side” (Spivak in Harasym 1990: 12). Of course, as she notes, one has to give up on 

theoretical purity in order to do that. Still, she is reasonable in stating that it would be “totally 

counter-productive gesture” to repudiate the use of such universalisms as a fighting tool (ibid.: 

11). In reality, strategic essentialism has proved (Cocq 2016) to be fairly effective when used 

by indigenous peoples in both mainstream and alternative communication forums. 

An example is media scholar Cocq (2016)’s study on indigenous participatory media, 

in particular YouTube videos, during the conflicts in Gállok. The videos depicted the respect 

of Sami for nature and culture in contrast with images of devastation brought by the mining 

industry, and invited the viewer to action (e.g. “What is YOUR choice?”, “Take a stand!”, “Join 

the movement!”). Cocq observes that two years after the publication of the first videos, the topic 

of the mining industries on indigenous lands had moved from the margins to the center of the 

public debate. In her evaluation, the strategic use of diverse social media in that case “has, at 

the very least, helped trigger this shift.” (Cocq 2016: 71). 

Finally, at this point, I hope to have clarified that media representations about 

environmental conflicts (by extent, nature) and minorities (in particular indigenous peoples) 

can lead to the repetition, as well as strategic use of discourses, myths, and ideologies that are 

rooted in the ‘us’ vs. ‘them’ imaginary - one that regulates the realms of power identities and 

politics. Such representations are mediated by both hegemonic (mainstream) narratives and 
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counter-hegemonic (alternative) narratives which, as it will be discussed later, might set the 

ground to different understandings of justice. 

 

3.3 Constructing Meaning: Discourses, Myths, Ideologies, and Narratives 

Discourses, myths, ideologies, narratives. So far, these words have been used in a fairly general 

manner. Here, it is essential to make some conceptual definitions and explain which of these 

them will be used from now on, in what sense, and for which purposes. 

In “The West and The Rest”, Hall (1992) builds on Foucault's idea of discourse, this is, 

the practice of producing meaning through language (Hall 1992: 201). According to Hall, for 

Foucault, since all social practices entail meaning, all of them produce discursive constructs or 

regimes of truth that can be true or scientific, and false or ideological33 (ibid.: 201-203). 

Similarly, Barthes (1957) defines myth as a semiological chain (Barthes 1957: 113) of 

signification composed by numerous layers of signs and signifiers. As tokens for something 

else (ibid.: 110), myths carry a ‘signifying function’, one that might contain ‘distortions’ 

between form and meaning (ibid.: 127). Finally, for the International Relations (IR) theorist 

Weber (2013), ideologies are sites where “meanings that are culturally produced are 

transformed into just the way things are or the way things ought to be” (Weber 2013: 6). Also 

relevant to say, she differentiates between conscious and unconscious ideologies, the latter 

being harder to grasp as they “go without saying” (ibid.). 

In sum and put simply, both discourses, ideologies, and myths can be understood as 

systems of representation that sustain premises upon which people and society live - whether 

we consider these be constructed through language, as in discourses; through semiotics, as in 

myths; through ideas, as in ideologies; or other similar mechanisms. Such premises are not 

necessarily ‘good’ or ‘bad’, but all of them deal with values, as suggested by Barthes (1957). 

As such, they might somehow operate the taken for granted ways that we understand reality 

(see examples in Table 1). The role of the researcher is to decipher those. 

In this study, I consider such systems of representations to be both co-existing and 

dialogical. Take, for example, the bow and arrow. What does it mean? Primarily, a weapon. 

But in particular contexts, it can mean something else. In the hands of popular culture characters 

like Robin Hood or Katniss Everdeen, the bow and arrow is a sign of rebellion, a token for the 

mythology of the heroic outlaw. In the hands of an indigenous person, the bow and arrow might 

                                                      
33 While ideologies are not necessarily false, they are indeed questionable as they are built upon taken for 

granted premisses. This is how I read this passage by Barthes.  
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simply correspond to a tool for a livelihood connected to hunting. If inserted in the context of 

‘The West and The Rest’ discursive formation though, this same token can be used to represent 

the idea of an undeveloped (non-Western) community. Finally, here, the very idea of 

development is, of course, an ideology. In sum, discourses, myths, and ideologies feed from 

each other reinforcing the production of certain imaginaries and worldviews. Here, I am 

interested in similar representations that might be naturalized in media narratives about mining 

conflicts, and in particular about indigenous peoples. But, what are narratives? 

A straightforward answer would be “narrative is a sequence that is narrated” (Cobley 

2014: 6). Essentially, a message that exists in the space between beginning and end and in 

relation to time (ibid.: 11). In this sense, narratives are present in a verbal conversation, a Netflix 

series, or a traveller guide. But narratives can also be found somewhere else. For Barthes, 

narratives are like omnipresent entities. They are present in myths, gestures, objects, images, 

and in the compound of all of those (Barthes 1977 [1966a]: 97 in Robertson 2017: 124).  In the 

next section, I explain in detail what I mean by narrative here, and why studying them provides 

“a way of gaining analytical purchase on the power dynamics that regulate understandings in 

society” (Robertson 2017: 124), which is of relevant importance for the purpose of this research. 

 

Features Discourse Myth Ideology  

Tool Language Semiotics Ideas 

Definition 
Regime of truth 

(Hall 1992) 

Semiological chain 

(Barthes 1957) 

Apparent truth 

(Weber, 2013) 

Example 

The discursive 

formation of “The 

West and The Rest”  

(Hall 1992), as 

explained before. 

The semiotic associations 

that lead to the construct 

“a bunch of roses means 

passion” 

(Barthes, 1957: 11-12). 

The (conscious) package of ideas 

embedded in conservatism or 

liberalism; the (unconscious) package 

of ideas embedded in the sentence 

“boys will be boys” 

 (Weber, 2013: 6). 

Table 1. Discourse, myth, ideology. 

 

3.4. Focusing on Narratives  

The pioneering author in the scholarship of narratives is Vladimir Propp, who has famously 

mapped the Hero Journey in “The Morphology of The Folk Tale” from 1928. In analysing over 

100 fairy tales, Propp identified recurrent storylines, characters, and functions elaborating on 

each one and how they served the story as a whole (Propp in Robertson 2017: 125). For 

example:  the villain's acts of “villainy”, and the hero’s “departure” and “return” (Propp 
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1928/1968 in Franzosi 2010: 14). Propp’s work paved the way for other well-known works in 

the narratology field, like Campbell’s “The Hero of a Thousand Faces”, from 1949.  

Later, guided by formalism, Labov and Waletsky (1967) elaborated more systematically 

on narratives and their components. Through the study of vernacular texts, they found six units 

that would compose a narrative as a whole, namely: abstract, orientation, complicating action, 

resolution, coda, and evaluation (see Chapter 4). They also observed that narratives often 

present a referential function and an evaluative one (Labov & Waletsky, 1967: 13). The 

sequence of events would regulate the referential function, that is, the contextualization and 

description of what was narrated. As noted by the authors, this sequential organization is 

flexible in its composition. For example, the coda is often an additional element and the 

resolution might be found inside of the evaluation or not found at all (ibid.: 32-24). Also, from 

the six units, the complicating action, usually embedded with a series events itself, is the only 

one “both necessary and sufficient to constitute a narrative” (Labov & Waletsky 1967: 32 in 

Franzosi 2010: 14). This means that the second evaluative function of the narrative is 

independent from the evaluation as an announced unit. Whether hidden or explicit, in every 

story lies an interpretation and, by default, an evaluation/justification - one that “reveals the 

attitude of the narrator in relation to the narrative” (Labov & Waletsky 1967: 37). 

The role of the narrator in leading the narrative to a certain direction was further 

elaborated by Chatman (1978). Building on a structuralist approach (Chatman 1978: 113-116), 

Chatman suggests that the sequence of events as understood by formalists is the story (or the 

‘what’) of every narrative, but not its only component. According to him, a narrative would also 

be constituted by what he calls discourse, which corresponds to the way (or ‘how’) the story is 

communicated (ibid.: 19) - thus, situated in the analytical domain, the words ‘story’ and 

‘discourse’ gain this specific understanding. To illustrate, Chatman argues that the characters 

are not merely a function of the plot. Rather, “a character’s name, his actions, thoughts and 

speech, what is said about him [or her] by the narrator or by other characters” design a 

“paradigm of traits” (ibid.: 126). And, as Weststeijn (2004: 54) observes, such traits are usually 

taken for granted. For instance, when a text states that a heroine is beautiful, we ‘see’ the image 

of an imagined (usually conventional) beautiful woman. 

In sum, both formalist and structuralist traditions suggest that the narrator is the one in 

power to convey the story in one way rather than another. By maintaining this fragile distinction 

between ‘showing’ and ‘telling’ (Cobley 2014: 5), narratives can thus be understood as biased 

representations of reality and, as such, subjected to meaning (and power) constructs like 
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discourses, myths, and ideologies. An analytical account of narratives should therefore assess 

the ways in which such constructs operate. But how? 

 This paper builds on scholars (Berger 1994; Cobley 2014; Weststeijn 2004; Robertson 

2017) who consider the relations between the story’s global components (meaning both textual 

and visual parts) relevant to the study of narratives. Since this research looks at journalistic 

texts, I found Robertson’s (2017) approach to TV news narratives to be the most helpful 

reference. According to the scholar, studying ‘story’ gives us insights on how certain events 

gain prominence through the repeated, conventional dramaturgy of the news report (Robertson 

2017: 136). This assessment can be traced by looking, for instance, at what events (and related 

components) appear as main or sub-themes across different outlets that have reported on the 

same topic. Similarly, by paying attention to ‘discourse’ it is possible to study in which ways 

the narrator gives the same events different meaning (ibid.). This can be assessed by looking at 

how global components are described. I address in detail the decoding tools used for this study 

in Section 4.2. 

To summarize, from now on, I shall use the term ‘narrative’ in two, rather practical 

ways: ‘media narrative’, or simply ‘narrative’ to refer to a news media representation, this is, 

the story as told by the narrator and the participants of a given journalistic article (the unity of 

analysis); and ´narrative analysis’ to refer to the method used to analyse these media narratives. 

Accordingly, the words ‘story’ and ‘discourse’ shall be employed as operationalizing tools. 

Now, it is time to move on to the empirical work. 

 

 

4. Materials and Methods 

The empirical material considered for this case study consists of 54 online articles of different 

genres (informative and opinionated), sizes (small, medium and major), and from different 

online media sources, including different media ecologies34 (mainstream and alternative) of 

                                                      
34 The term media ecology refers to different media landscapes as environments (Roosvall and Tegelberg 2016: 

18). In other words, it refers to how different media interface and interact with with reality. Aspects like means 

for production and distribution play a relevant role in defining a media ecology as, for instance, mainstream 

(usually characterized for having more means) or alternative (usually characterized for having less means). As 

Grinberg (1987) points out, there is also a difference of value: “to be truly alternative, it is not enough that a 

medium is at the margin of the distribution networks of the great [mainstream] press, but it must show a 

qualitative difference in relation to it” (Grinberg, 1987: 24, free translation). Accordingly, in this paper, the 

mainstream media ecology is considered as hegemonic and the alternative media ecology as counter-hegemonic 

(in terms of means and value) in how they emerge and interact with the environment. 
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diverse scales of production and distribution (national and international), as explained in detail 

in the next section.  

By considering such variety of materials, this paper aims to provide a rich and diverse 

data for a comparative analysis. As Azarian (2011: 116) explains, comparative studies are 

hardly an end in itself. Rather, among other possibilities, they have “the potential of revealing 

and challenging our less evident assumptions and conceptions about the world” (Azarian 2011: 

117). By observing similarities and differences in the narrative patterns across the sample, this 

paper strives to grasp assumptions and conceptions that foreground understandings of justice. 

The aim is, therefore, to map such patterns in order to sketch the larger picture that emerges, as 

typical in qualitative studies (Cresswell 2014: 186). Having made this initial point, I move to 

present the samples. 

Primarily, mainstream outlets were chosen because they have the most reach and 

visibility with their respective audiences, therefore most responsibility when it comes to media 

representations. This is the case of the online mainstream outlets G1, Dagens Nyheter, BBC 

World, The Guardian, and The New York Times. In contrast, alternative media were chosen 

because they tend to be counter-hegemonic in terms of production, distribution, and circulation 

of meaning. It is important to highlight that this applies in part for Sameradion (signed by 

indigenous journalists, but broadcasted by the mainstream Swedish media service SR), for the 

Brazilian outlet Amazônia Real (alternative in production and distribution, but not essentially 

an indigenous media), and Al Jazeera English (regarded as having an alternative value among 

the mainstream international outlets). What all these outlets have in common is that they favor 

a counter-hegemonic flow of meaning. This is the main reason why they are considered to 

belong to the alternative sample. 

Secondly, I focus on online articles for three reasons. First, due to material availability. 

In fact, issues related to indigenous peoples’ rights are not usually covered by traditional media 

like television. Second, it is through digital media and online platforms that activist movements 

find the feasibility to develop and promote their own agenda to a larger public (Cocq 2016; 

Gregory 2016). This is the specific case of Amazônia Real. Third, because of the consumption 

relevance of online news in a digitally mediated world. To illustrate the latter, according to a 

survey conducted by Reuters (2017), 83% of the global population uses online media as a source 

of news (in Sweden the number is 86% and in Brazil, it is 90%)35. Once again, this is relevant 

because media responsibility is a central motivation for this research.  

                                                      
35 Reuters Institute (2017). “Digital News Report 2017". Available at: 

https://reutersinstitute.politics.ox.ac.uk/siten/default/files/Digital%20News%20Report%202017%20web_0.pdf. 

https://reutersinstitute.politics.ox.ac.uk/sites/default/files/Digital%20News%20Report%202017%20web_0.pdf
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Finally, this study focuses in predominantly textual articles. The reason is that this type 

of article is common to all the media outlets selected for this study. Also considered for analysis, 

albeit with less attention, are the images and videos that might be present in these texts. 

Following, I present the material and sample choices selected for each case (Renca and Gállok). 

 

4.1 Materials and Sampling  

The analysed sample of this study is divided in two. A main sample that consists of 40 articles 

from Brazilian (G1 and Amazônia Real) and Swedish media (Dagens Nyheter and Sameradion), 

and an additional sample formed by 14 articles of international outlets (Al Jazeera English, 

BBC News, The Guardian, The New York Times), as detailed below. In all cases, the articles 

correspond primarily to reports about the mining conflicts where the indigenous peoples 

involved are discussed as a central or relevant topic (see Appendix 1).  

 

4.1.1 Main Material and Sample  

I begin with the Renca case (Brazil). On August 24th 2017, President Michel Temer released a 

decree extinguishing the reserve and opening it to commercial exploration by mining companies 

(notably foreign and multinational ones), which generated considerable media repercussion 

worldwide. Later in that year, on October 26th, the president revoked the decree due to public 

pressure. In this study, I consider a time period that goes from August 24th to December 2017. 

I have decided to extend it further to the end of 2017 in order to include articles that followed 

up the annulment of the decree. For sampling, I look at news items from mainstream national 

(G1) as well as alternative local media (Amazônia Real). 

G1 was chosen because it belongs to Grupo Globo, Latin America’s largest media 

conglomerate. The company hosts almost 700 owned and affiliate websites in the platform 

Globo.com, which is the most accessed Portuguese-language online portal in the world. Hosted 

in Globo.com, G1 is one of the most popular online news source in Brazil (Reuters 2017: 106). 

In addition to the main offices in Brazilian capitals, regional branches from all over the country, 

and affiliated international news agencies feed the news portal. This is the reason why, in the 

                                                      
Last accessed: July 19, 2018. In the particular case of Brazil, it is worth mentioning that this number does not 

reflect the digital divide in the country as the sample considers a part of the population that has access to the 

Internet (2017: 6). For instance, in many locations in the Amazon, the Internet is a recent or non-existent 

resource. Even so, the fact that the study verified that Brazilians tend to use social media as a source of news is a 

relevant data here. It shows that the part of the population that has access to the Internet (usually inhabitants of 

urbanized regions, distant from indigenous groups living in the Amazon), are more likely to consume online 

news. Therefore, online media narratives have a relevant role in representing conflicts about this distant nature 

(the Amazon forest) and these distant others (indigenous groups) for this audience. 
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particular case of G1, the sample might include local news, as well as publications in 

partnership with international media. Most of the articles are major or medium in size and the 

news genre is predominant, as G1 has no tradition of publishing opinionated texts. As for 

Amazônia Real (AR), it was chosen because it is the closest to an alternative news source in 

Brazilian Portuguese language that could be found. Focused on the Amazon region and its 

peoples, AR is an independent nonprofit journalism agency operated by local journalists and 

collaborators, including (but not mainly) indigenous persons. The vehicle does not receive any 

governmental support, being financed by external funding programmes like the Climate and 

Land Use Alliance (Amazônia Real, n/d)36. Most news articles are of medium or major size, 

and some are signed by columnists (here, considered as opinionated articles). Alike G1, AR 

also publishes articles from partner agencies, like the environmental news outlet Mongabay. 

Now, I move to the Gállok case (Sweden). Between July and September 2013, 

demonstrations against Gállok were intensively reported by the media in general37. In this case, 

it was needed to consider a longer time range because any shorter time period resulted in 

insufficient news items for a significant sample, in particular concerning mainstream 

coverage38. So this paper covers the period between July and December 2013 in order to include 

news that followed up the intensive period of the conflict. Here, I look at mainstream (Dagens 

Nyheter), as well as alternative (Sameradion) national media. 

 The online version of Dagens Nyheter (DN) was chosen because it is part of the Bonnier 

Media Group, owner of several other prominent Swedish newspapers like Expressen, Dagens 

Industri and Sydsvenskan. Dagens Nyheter Online is one of Sweden’s relevant online news 

sources with a 20% weekly reach (Reuters 2017: 54). In the case of DN, the search result articles 

also vary between medium and major size. One particularity about their opinion section is that 

is known for its relevance and it is described as a “news page in Op-Ed shape” by the newspaper 

itself39. Even so, articles found under this category were considered to be opinionated. As for 

Sameradion (SR), it is part of Swedish Radio, an independent public service radio broadcaster. 

SR broadcasts in both Swedish and multiple Sami languages and aims to provide listeners with 

                                                      
36 Amazônia Real (n/d). “Financial Support”. Available at: http://amazoniareal.com.br/apoio-financeiro/. Last 

accessed: August 14, 2018. 
37 “From July to September 2013, a group of activists occupied the area in order to block the way for vehicles 

attempting to enter the prospection area. On several occasions there were confrontations with the police. 

Through demonstrations, art installations, and debates in social media, the protest movement brought national 

and international attention to the Gállok events.” (Cocq 2016: 55). 
38 In Sweden, “although the struggle over increased mining [in Gállok] had actually been ongoing for years, the 

media has recognized it only recently” (Persson et al 2017: 27). 
39 Dagens Nyheter (2016). “DN Debatt. Frågor och svar om DN Debatt”. Available at: 

https://www.dn.se/debatt/fragor-och-svar-om-dn-debatt/#IN%20ENGLISH. Last accessed: August 14, 2018. 

http://amazoniareal.com.br/apoio-financeiro/
https://www.dn.se/debatt/fragor-och-svar-om-dn-debatt/#IN%20ENGLISH


25 

 

a self-image of the Sami society40. This is the main point that motivates this choice of sample. 

Still, some articles are a collaboration between SR and other Swedish Radio channels. In this 

study, I consider the predominantly textual articles published in the SR website, which vary 

between small and medium size and correspond mostly to news genre. 

According to the pre-established selection criteria (detailed in Section 4.4.2), 10 articles 

of each media outlet (G1, AR, DN, and SR) were selected for the narrative analysis. Therefore, 

together, the main sample corresponds to 40 articles (see Tables 3 and 4) of different 

(mainstream and alternative) local/national media sources, sizes (small, medium, major), and 

journalistic genres (news and opinionated).  

 

4.1.2 Additional Material and Sample 

In both cases (media coverage of Renca and Gállok), Google search resulted in too few articles 

from international outlets compared to the main sample presented above. Also, since most of 

the international articles were published in a context of post-conflict, the time range had to be 

adjusted (extended even further in some cases) in relation to the period considered to the main 

sample. Because of this overall unevenness, I have decided to analyse the articles that fit the 

selection criteria as a ‘special’ sample that could add the perspective of the international media 

coverage to the results and discussion. 

Here, the online versions of BBC News (BBCN), The Guardian (TG), and The New 

York Times (TNYT), news sources with notable international sections and relevant for the 

public opinion, are considered for the study of mainstream narratives. BBCN and TG are the 

leading online news sources in the UK with 47% and 14% weekly reach respectively (Reuters 

2017: 54). BBCN is also a popular foreign news sources in other countries, including Sweden 

with 7% weakly reach (ibid.: 95) and Brazil with 10% weekly reach (ibid.: 106). TNYT is 

among the top online news sources in the US and it is also a popular foreign news source in 

Brazil with 8% weekly reach (ibid.: 106). As for Al Jazeera English (AJE), albeit not as popular 

in reach as the previous news sources, it has been regarded as a “fresh break” from the 

traditional news agenda of other global news giants (El-Nawawy and Powers, 2010), which 

makes of AJE a good alternative source for the research. 

According to the same selection criteria used for the main sample, the following sample 

was gathered. Regarding the Renca case, 4 articles were found from TG, 3 from BBCN, 2 from 

                                                      
40 Sveriges Radio (2010). “Sameradions historik”. Available at: 

http://sverigesradio.se/sida/artikel.aspx?programid=2327&artikel=5856938. Last Accessed: August 14, 2018. 

http://sverigesradio.se/sida/artikel.aspx?programid=2327&artikel=5856938


26 

 

AJE, and 2 from TNYT.  As for the Gállok case, 1 article was found from TG, 1 from AJE, 1 

from BBCN, and none from TNYT. Therefore, together, the additional sample corresponds to 

14 articles (see Tables 3 and 4) of different international mainstream media sources, and of 

different sizes (medium, major) and journalistic genres (news and opinionated). 

 

4.2 Research Design 

As a case study, this paper provides holistic descriptions drawn from the analysis of a myriad 

of not highly isolated variables (Stake 1978: 7). Accordingly, through narrative analysis, it 

builds on data from themes and categories, looks for broad patterns that might emerge from 

them, then poses generalizations or theories from past experiences and literature (Craswell 

2014: 66). This chapter begins by explaining the holistic-form-based approach to narrative 

analysis (Lieblich 1998). Next, it clarifies the coding procedure, from gathering and selecting 

material and samples to identifying the themes and categories of analysis. Following, it presents 

the tools used to decode the narratives. Last but not least, it observes the research limitations, 

validity, and reliability. 

 

4.2.1 The Holistic-Form-Based Approach to Narrative Analysis  

As Robertson (2017: 136) explains, the study of narratives can give us insights on “power, 

identity and the circulation of meaning in social contexts”. In order to identify and analyse such 

dimensions, this study adopts the author’s (2017: 127) perspective of narratives, which 

considers them to be both the ‘what’ (the story, or sequence of events) and the ‘how’ (the 

discourse, or the way the story is communicated) of texts (as in Section 3.4). Here, Lieblich’s 

(1998) holistic-form-based approach to narrative analysis is also used as a methodological 

approach. It consists of analysing the narrative as a whole with the goal to demonstrate how 

variations in structure (story), as well as in content (discourse), “express the identity, 

perceptions, and values of the storyteller” (Lieblich 1998: 88). This study will then focus on 

revealing in which ways the narrator arrives at her or his evaluation (why the story is told). 

Of course, narrative analysis has its challenges and drawbacks as a method. First, it is 

time-consuming, which limits the number of media texts that can be analysed. Therefore, results 

can only be generalized in relation to the specific case study at hand. Second, it depends on 

previous knowledge of the researcher. This means that it presents a considerable amount of 

subjectivity, which poses challenges in relation to reliability and validity. In Section 4.2.6, I 

explain in which ways I address those. 
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4.2.2 Gathering Material 

The process of gathering material has proved to be quite challenging. One reason for that is 

because news media reporting about the mining conflicts was scant in general (see more on 

Section 5.1). In addition, as detailed below, the search mechanism used to find the best samples 

proved to be inconsistent, so one part of the process needed to be done manually. Considering 

such limitations, the best possible way to gather the material was designed and performed as 

follows. 

First, the Google Search engine was used to search for articles in which the Renca and 

the Gállok conflicts were discussed as a relevant topic. As Chiroiu (2016: 25) has pointed out, 

although it is possible to conduct a search for material directly on the media outlets websites, 

this might not be the ideal choice. Since each website uses its own algorithms to display the 

results, some material might get lost. For this reason, I have chosen to stick with Google as a 

search tool, which allows the search for keywords without the interference of such pre-

established filters. 

Second, in order to make sure that relevant material was included, I followed Chiroiu’s 

advice (ibid.) by keeping the search operators loose at first and then excluding manually the 

articles that were irrelevant for the research41. For this step, a pilot search was conducted with 

18 articles. Having this trial as a reference, the best set of keywords (see Appendix 1) was 

defined for each case, as well as relevant categories for the selection process, namely: (1) the 

date of publication; (2) the headlines; (3) the story size (small, medium, major); (4) the type of 

publication (predominantly textual or predominantly audiovisual); (5) the main topic (dominant 

topics found in the pilot study include: politics, environment, indigenous peoples, protest, 

other); (6) indigenous peoples as central or relevant theme in the article. 

Besides basic categories (1, 2, 3), type of publication (4) was added because some search 

results ended up corresponding to pages that displayed predominantly audiovisual content (like 

a video or a podcast), which is not the focus of the study. Similarly, some results had to be 

excluded because they did not correspond to the actual material (e.g. an article), but to headlines 

listed in “read more” or sidebar sections. It was necessary to list the main topic (5) in order to 

keep track of articles that referred to the mining conflicts only by passing (which was usually 

the case of main topics “politics” and “other”). Alike, the last category (6) was important to 

                                                      
41 Another reason for making this choice (manual filtering) is because Google’s date filter proved to be fairly 

inconsistent (details in Appendix 1). 
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consider as it narrowed down the sample to articles where indigenous peoples were a central or 

relevant topic to the article (which means that it was evoked in the headlines, cover images, 

and/or is discussed at least in one full paragraph). These articles were considered as preferred 

samples.  

Finally, I aimed for selecting, when possible, 10 medium-major articles per media outlet 

as the final sample42. The detailed criteria and operationalization of this procedure can be found 

in Appendix 1, and results are displayed and discussed in the next sections.  

 

4.2.3 The Coding Procedure: Themes and Categories of Analysis 

Once having the final sample defined, another pilot study was carried considering 8 articles in 

order to identify the most interesting themes and categories for narrative analysis. Henceforth, 

themes and categories include: (1) participants: refers to who acts or speaks; (2) what the 

conflict is about (as described by the narrator and non-indigenous speaking actors); (3) what 

places are evoked and how they are described (idem); (4) in which occasions indigenous 

peoples and persons are evoked and how they are described (idem); (5) in which occasions 

indigenous actors get to speak, and how indigenous actors refer to the conflict and demands for 

justice. Here, I make a distinction between narrator, indigenous, and non-indigenous speaking 

actors with the purpose to grasp on discourses, myths, and ideologies (this is, the ways ‘we’ 

represent ‘the other’), strategic essentialisms (e.g. which builds strategically in this same 

structure, as in Spivak 1987), and other representations that might appear in the material. 

Similarly, I look at how ‘the environment’ is addressed by different actors in order to understand 

how nature plays a role in setting such representations (as in Graf et 2016).  

In addition, specific guidelines were added to the codebook (Appendix 2) in order to 

designate recurring participants (e.g. politicians, media actors, experts, activists, celebrities, 

indigenous persons), as well as journalistic genres (e.g. news, opinionated, other). The same 

applies for visual items, which are referred to as portrait (the focus is a person, who is often 

named), environmental (the focus is a setting), human action (the focus is people, not 

necessarily named, and the action they are performing), map (geographical representations), or 

video (audiovisual material)43 (ibid.), as well as in relation to composition of angles and gazes 

                                                      
42 Here, the number 10 is an arbitrary choice. In some cases (e.g. additional sample), it was not possible to select 

10 articles per media outlet, as the primary material corresponded to fewer search results (see Section 4.1). 

Similarly, in some cases, a small article was preferred over a medium one because, for instance, it discussed 

indigenous peoples as a relevant topic, while the other did not. So, the selection of the analysed sample was 

flexible in this sense. 
43 The codebook designed by Roosvall, A. & Riegert, K. (2018) in their study on Cultural Journalism was 

particularly helpful here. 
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present in them (see Section 4.2.4). Last but not least, since the results should be discussed in 

the light of the theory of justice (as presented in Chapter 3), specific instructions were also 

added on how to refer to geographical scales (e.g. when a text denotes a local, national, 

international, or transnational scale) and remedies for injustice (e.g. when a speaking actor 

refers to redistribution, recognition, or political participation), which are the defining 

dimensions of justice according to Fraser (2009).   

 

4.2.4 Decoding Narratives 

The process of decoding (or interpreting) is composed by two steps: denotation and connotation. 

Denotation refers to how things are explicitly or directly understood, whereas connotation refers 

to the associations or secondary meanings imbued in a word, image, or phrase (Robertson 2017: 

136). Here, a dialogical listening between the voice of the narrator, the theoretical framework, 

and a reflexive monitoring is essential to guide the interpretation and conclusions drawn from 

the material (Lieblich et al. 1998: 11 referring to Bakhtin 1981).  

In relation to the decoding of story, I look at the six units of analysis as defined by Labov 

& Waletsky (1967) (see Section 3.4). However, as some articles are very long, which means 

more events, an additional step (“what happened next?”) was added as an umbrella term for 

events between complicating action and resolution. As stated before, Labov & Waletsky’s 

model allows this kind of flexibility, which is also the reason why not all categories appear in 

all articles. Sometimes they are absent, and at other times implicit/embedded in other events. 

Also, they might be expressed by the narrator or by one of the participants. Therefore, the 

decoding of ‘story’ includes asking the following questions to each of the events: abstract (what 

does the narrator says that the article is about?); orientation (what is the set time and place, and 

who are the participants?); initial situation (how is the audience is introduced to the story?); 

complicating action (what is the disruptive element?) what happens next? (answers simply to 

what happens next); resolution (was the complication was solved and, if so, how?); coda 

(describes the moment that the narrator returns to the present). Finally, according to Robertson 

(2017: 138-139), the evaluation is analysed separately as a ‘conclusion’ (see Table 2), since the 

conventions and connotations used in the narrator’s justification are already listed in previous 

work (the decoding of both ‘story’ and ‘discourse’). 

For decoding discourse, I pay attention at associations and analogies in both written and 

visual texts.  In analysing written texts, as suggested by Berger (1994: 10-11), I look at verbs, 

adjectives, and figures of speech used to describe, in particular by analogy and association, 

situations, characters, places, objects, and other elements, will be used as decoding tools. For 
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the interpretation of visual items44, I rely on Becker’s (2000: 134-139) approach to visual 

analysis which looks at the picture in relation to the page (where the picture is placed, its 

information value, and framing/salience); the photograph itself (considers the intersection of 

the photographer, viewer, and institutional gazes); and the picture in relation to the text (the text 

“fixes” the meaning of the image). These tools are particularly useful in contextualizing, for 

example, whether an environmental image (e.g. a mining site, or the Amazon forest) denotes a 

national or global scale in relation to the text (e.g. how the legend, headlines, and subheadings 

fix the scale); or if a portrait of indigenous persons denotes a “colonizer” or an “empowering” 

gaze (e.g. whether the institutional gaze aims to victimize, exoticize, or empower the person). 

While this process could be elaborated further, I stick with the basic guidelines explained here 

since the detailed analysis of images is not the central focus of this study. 

Story (What) Discourse (How) 

Refers to the sequence of events (considers 

abstract, orientation, complicating action, what 

happens next, resolution, coda).  

Lists how conflicts, places, and indigenous 

peoples are described/represented by the narrator, 

other speaking actors, and indigenous 

participants. 

Evaluation: the reason why the narrator tells the story and his/her attitude towards the narrative. 

Table 2. Scheme for narrative analysis. 

 

Regarding the operationalization of the method, I adopt a similar scheme to the one used 

by Robertson (2017: 139) (see Table 2 above). It consists of a table divided in ‘story’ (lists the 

events) and ‘discourse’ (lists textual and visual elements), and the evaluation as a separate 

‘entity’ as explained before. I also followed Lieblich’s (1998: 67) advice (drawn from Brown 

et al. 1988) by using colored markers to highlight the various themes in the story (see Section 

4.2.3) as a way to keep track of them more easily and, from that, be able to identify results and 

note conclusions. As the author notes (Lieblich 1998: 62), it is also important to take note of 

omissions or very brief references to a subject. A summary of the decoding process can be 

found in Appendix 3. 

 

4.2.5 Generating Results 

Different scholars (Robertson 2017; Francozi 2010; Lieblich et al. 1998) advert about the risk 

of “the narrative of the narrative”. This is, the set of narratives that the researcher produces in 

order to describe his/her results, since the primary material needs to be summarized in order to 

                                                      
44 Although videos are listed as a type of visual item, they will not be analysed in depth here.  
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be discussed. This is the particular case of research that involves the analysis of numerous 

stories, like this one. To decrease this risk, it is important to distinguish the voice of the narrator 

from the voice of the researcher (Robertson 2017: 140). In order to address this point, I follow 

scholarly advice (Lieblich et al. 1998 in Robertson 2017: 142) by providing diverse quotes from 

the material to support my points, as well as descriptions of visual elements, while also aiming 

to account for alternative interpretations. Quotes “are presented in this way” and each article 

analysed is referred to by its correspondent number in the Code Sheets (e.g. Article 1, Article 

8, Article 14, etc.). I also strive to pay close attention to internal and external validity (see next 

section) in relation to theoretical concepts and other voices from the academic community. 

Finally, results are presented in relation to narrative patterns (and eventually counter-patterns) 

found across the material.  

 

4.2.6 Limitations, Reliability, Validity 

In order to minimize problems regarding reliability, I have aimed to write clear codebooks and 

instructions (see Appendix 1 and Sections 4.2.3 and 4.2.4) guided by theory, as well as to ensure 

transparency throughout the analysis presentation of results (see Appendix 2 and section 4.2.5). 

Also, as a case study, this research can only say something about its specific inquiry and 

material (Stake 1978: 7). Therefore, in terms of validity, it would only be possible to generalize 

results by observing similar findings in similar studies (ibid.). I address that point by referring 

back to the findings from the studies mentioned in Chapter 3, as well as by bringing other 

references when pertinent.  

In addition, this study poses limitations related to previous knowledge and language. 

First, I am not as familiar with the Swedish case as I am with the Brazilian one. Second, I am a 

native Brazilian Portuguese speaker, but the same does not apply for English (I am fluent, but 

not native), or Swedish (I have only an intermediate level). As a solution, I have used tools such 

as Google Translator and Thesaurus.com to assist the process of translation. Even so, some 

assessments might have get lost.  

 

5. Results and Analysis 

This section is divided into three parts. The first part presents an overview of the findings from 

gathering material, which inform the research questions on a broad level. It consists of a funnel 

report showing how many textual articles related to the mining conflicts were found in the 

search process, how many of them have discussed indigenous peoples as a relevant topic, and 
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how often indigenous participants get to speak. The second and third sections present results 

related to the narrative analysis of the main and additional samples. They answer directly to the 

main research question: how are the mining conflicts and the indigenous groups involved 

represented? And sub-questions: (a) what do the articles say that the conflict is about? Which 

people, places, or institutions are evoked as concerning the conflict? And (b) in which ways are 

indigenous peoples, as well as their demands, portrayed in the articles?  

 

5.1 Results: Gathering Material 

In relation to the Renca conflict, it is observable that G1 presents the highest number of articles 

about the conflict, as well as the highest number of articles where indigenous peoples are 

discussed as a relevant theme, and participate as speaking actors. However, as demonstrated in 

the next section, this is not an indication that the conflict was reported in a fair or responsible 

way. For instance, Amazônia Real (AR) presents a lower number of articles and almost no 

indigenous agency, but more realistic representations about the environment, the conflict and 

the local communities (see Section 5.2). Finally, international media coverage is scant and, in 

general, presents a similar qualitative evaluation to G1. 

Media Outlet 
Search results for 

the Renca conflict 

Textual articles 

within  

date range 

Indigenous 

rights as a 

relevant topic  

Analysed 

sample 

Indigenous 

agency 

AR 65 13 10 10 1 

G1 247 76 53 10 4 

TG 35 4 4 4 0 

BBCW 6 3 3 3 0 

AJE 6 2 2 2 1 

TNYT 2 2 2 2 0 

Table 3. Number of articles per online news outlet according to the search and selection criteria (Renca). 

 

As for the conflict in Gállok, in relation to the other outlets, Sameradion has published 

more articles about the event, as well as the most articles where indigenous rights are a relevant 

topic and indigenous persons are speaking actors. Generally, it also presents significant fairer 

representations in relation to the mainstream narratives of Dagens Nyheter, as discussed later. 

Here, international coverage is even rarer than in the Renca case which, among other reasons, 

seem to be connected with the way that international mainstream ecology understands the 

environment. 
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Media Outlet 

Search results 

for the Renca 

conflict 

Textual articles 

within  

date range 

Indigenous 

rights as a 

relevant topic  

Analysed 

sample 

Indigenous 

agency 

SR 309 125 125 10 8 

DN 36 23 10 10 4 

TG 6 1 1 1 0 

BBCW 1 1 1 1 0 

AJE 3 1 1 1 1 

TNYT 0 0 0 0 0 

Table 4. Number of articles per online news outlet according to the search and selection criteria (Gállok). 

 

5.2 Results: Narratives about Renca and Gállok (Main Sample)  

5.2.1. G1.com: Narrative about Renca 

In terms of story, G1’s narratives are generally characterized by abstracts that focus on 

President Temer’s administration and the consequences of his mining policy for the Amazon 

forest and the indigenous peoples who live in the area. These consequences, commonly evoked 

as the complicating action, are frequently voiced by the narrator, experts, activists, politicians, 

NGOs, and other non-indigenous actors like TV Globo celebrities and the Catholic Church. 

Public reactions such as ‘international outcry’ and protests against Temer’s decree are dominant 

sub-themes, sometimes evoked as the initial situation and other times as the complicating 

action. The environmental concern is prevalent and, when discussed, the indigenous matter 

tends to appear later in the story sequence, as the what happens next event. Even when featured 

in the headlines, cover images, or as speaking actors, indigenous persons are often portrayed 

through stereotypes. The story’s resolution and coda are mostly absent in the G1 narratives 

about Renca. When present, these events refer to the need of a wider discussion with the society 

about mining in the Amazon. However, it is not always clear whether indigenous peoples are 

included in the idea of ‘society’. Finally, the reason why the story is told (evaluation) tends to 

focus on non-indigenous actors as the acting participants and, by opposition, indigenous peoples 

as the affected participants, similarly as in Pietikäinen’s (2013) linguistic study about Sami and 

Finns representations in the Finnish mainstream press. Below, I elaborate on these general 

findings, with a focus on the narratives discourses (how the stories were told). Here, four 

patterns were found. 

First, the results suggest that both the Amazon forest and indigenous persons are 

portrayed as the mediators of national identity, like in the racial democracy myth discussed by 
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Guzmán (2016) (see Section 3.2). In short, the Amazon forest is a Brazilian patrimony, 

indigenous persons are the people who live there, and both must be protected by the true (non-

indigenous) citizen. As a consequence, in such cases, the dominant scale of the conflict is 

national, even if other scales are eventually mentioned. To illustrate, in Article 1, the headlines 

present indigenous peoples as active participants of a protest in “defence of the Amazon” at the 

Brazilian Congress. However, their agency gradually fades away as celebrities are presented as 

the ones who solve the situation with a public letter, signed by “artists and citizens”. In the 

coda, a celebrity affirms that the protest “shows that the environmental cause unites the whole 

society”. However, is not clear whether indigenous peoples are included in the idea of ‘whole 

society’. Rather, even though their rights (recognition) are advocated for, they seem to be more 

inserted in a romantic idea of beings of nature, or ‘foundational First Peoples’ (Guzmán 2016), 

the ones whose “home is the Amazon forest”, “the pulsating heart of our planet”. A similar 

dynamic happens in Article 8, which focuses on social media reactions of Brazilian celebrities 

to the Renca decree. With a single exception, five of the Instagram and Twitter posts make 

several references to “our Amazon”, “our protected lands”, “our patrimony”, which Temer 

wants to “sell for foreigners” and images that represent the Amazon forest. In both cases 

(Articles 1 and 8), although indigenous rights (recognition) are evoked, the actual importance 

of the Amazon for their livelihood and culture is overlooked, as well as their right to political 

participation.  

Another relevant example of how indigenous peoples are connected to the 

representations of Brazilianess, and how this shapes the understandings of the conflict, is 

observable in Article 2. Here, indigenous leader/protester Sônia Guajajara is introduced by the 

narrator as not only as an “indigenous community representative” but also as “a Brazilian 

guest” in Alicia Keys performance in Rock In Rio 2017. In part, Sônia seems to be explicitly 

presented as a Brazilian because she is the protagonist one of the highlight moments of the 

show. Her speech is evoked to the story in order to add qualities to Alicia’s success package as 

a celebrity worried with social and environmental causes. Therefore, here, indigenous agency 

is evoked to support the story’s evaluation, that Alicia Keys is one of the best artists in the 

event. On the other hand, in the perspective of strategic essentialism, Sônia’s speech is an act 

of political participation and generates visibility for the indigenous cause. The leader makes use 

of the mainstream ecology of the event to call not for national, but for transnational action (“the 

whole world has to come in front”) in relation to the Renca decree. She also addresses the cause 

of the conflict, suggesting that it is a universal and systemic matter (“this is the mother of all 

struggles, the struggle for Mother Earth”), and demands justice by recognition (“indigenous 



35 

 

peoples’ rights are under attack”, “demarcation now!”). Here, the racial democracy myth is 

subverted and used in favour of indigenous demands. 

The second pattern, partially addressed above, is related to advocacy45. In this case, 

indigenous peoples are the main theme, but not the main reason for what the narrator tells the 

story. Once again, they are the ones affected, but not the ones who act. Article 6, for example, 

is a story told to evidence that the Catholic Church is advocating for indigenous rights. In fact, 

political participation is explicitly addressed by the church actors (“no consultation with 

indigenous peoples and traditional communities was carried out, as mandated by the Brazilian 

Constitution of 1988 and the 169 ILO Convention”). Also, transnational scale (peoples and 

places) is evoked, but often in connection to the Church as an institution (“there are 99 dioceses 

distributed in the nine countries that have areas of Amazonian forest in their [indigenous] 

territories”). And although the impact of economy is (implicitly) evoked as a transnational 

concern (“this is an economy of exclusion and inequality”), it is contextualized in the romantic 

idea of nature (“this economy destroys the Mother Earth”), where ‘Mother Earth’ is 

appropriated from a vocabulary typical of indigeneity, therefore subjected to ideologies, or 

strategic uses (as discussed by Tanescescu 2016 and Graf et al. 2016).  

Here, it is important to stress that the Catholic Church was one of the main agents of 

colonization in Latin America, an image that the institution has been seeking to revert without 

losing its influence. Therefore, advocating for the indigenous cause might entail more 

motivations than raising awareness. This also applies to celebrity advocacy, for whom activism 

is partially a way to remain famous. In fact, as Boerer (2012: 196) reminds, celebrities “are 

implicated within larger social, cultural, economic, and political networks that serve to shape 

the types of causes that can be advocated for”. In this sense, activism as an act subjected to 

ideological motivations is something that should be questioned. A similar pattern was also 

found in Article 9, where the reason to tell the story is that NGOs are advocating for indigenous 

peoples, and in Article 10 (originally published by the German Deutsche Welle), where the 

story’s evaluation is that activists and international media disapprove the Renca decree. In all 

cases, indigenous peoples are not speaking actors, and all the images tend to feature maps of 

Northern Brazil picturing Renca as comparable to the size of Denmark, or images portraying 

Amazonian rivers, which emphasizes the environmental concern and leaves this ‘indigenous 

other’ to our imagination.  

                                                      
45 According to the Cambridge Dictionary (2018), advocacy means the public support of an idea, plan, or way of 

doing something. It is also connected to the act of defending people in court. Available at: 

https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/advocacy. Last accessed: August 9, 2018. 

https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/advocacy
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A third recurrent pattern found in the material refers to postcolonial analogies. In Article 

3, indigenous peoples get to speak quite often, asking for demarcation of lands, political 

representation, and making clear why protecting the Amazon is important (“the rainforest is 

the basis of our survival”). However, the story is essentially told to say how the Waiãpi differ 

from the developed West. The Waiãpi only get to speak after presented by the narrator as “a 

dozen figures, naked, except for the lively red thong”, who live in an area with no access but 

via a “dirt road”, the place “far from modern Brazil”. Older generations are described as 

savages (“react violently”, “brandished six-foot arches and arrows to reinforce his words”) 

and primitive (“with a way of life sometimes closer to the Stone Age than the 21st century”). In 

contrast, younger generations are educated (the ones who “hold a political office” ...) and docile 

(... and “prefer peaceful persuasion”). Originally written by a French press agency in a visit to 

the Waiãpi community, this article somehow echoes the early European contact with native 

Americans, bringing dualistic stereotypes (hostile vs. docile; primitive vs. educated) from The 

West and The Rest discourse (Hall 1992). But such representations are also reproduced by 

national newsrooms. 

In the ending of Article 4, several indigenous persons from diverse ethnicities speak 

about mining in their lands. Some of them are pro-mining, others are against. They call for self-

determination (the pro-mining person says: “we want education, health, transportation, a better 

life. The Indian is in the 21st century: uses motor, uses everything”), as well as political 

participation in the Renca case (the against-mining person says: “we challenge members to 

consult the people as it is stated in the ILO Convention”). Here, the narrator represents them 

through dualistic stereotypes. The ‘fake’ indian is associated with the ‘predatory developed 

West’ (a portrait shows him wearing ‘modern’ clothes in the city where he is the mayor). He is 

described as a “godson” (sponsored) of pro-mining politicians who asks for redistribution. In 

contrast, the ‘true’ indian is associated with the image of a ‘guardian, being of nature’ (a portrait 

shows him wearing a traditional indian headpiece in an environmental area), is aligned with 

against-mining parties, and asks for recognition. In the coda, the narrator leaves the reader by 

the side of the ‘true’ indigenous groups. Even if “well-intentioned” (e.g. to suggest that the 

‘fake’ indian is being manipulated by politicians), such representations generalize the idea that 

the legitimate indigenous person should live, look, and think in one particular way. 

As a counter-hegemonic pattern, there are narratives that correspond to what, from now, 

I will call local narratives. In the two articles published by the local branch G1 newsroom in 

Amapá, indigenous people have more space to speak and act. Consequently, they are 

represented in more empowering ways. Article 5, for instance, is the only one across the main 
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sample that addresses a protest against the Renca decree lead by Waiãpi and grassroots actors 

in Amapá (both are identified and portrayed together in several images throughout the article, 

and both get to speak). Here, the connection of indigenous peoples with nature is a matter of 

self-determination, acknowledged by the indigenous leader (“We are defenders of nature, that's 

why the warriors came here.”). At the same time, differently from other narratives, here nature 

plays a less romantic role (“We need to unite to have strength and defend the Amazon for future 

generations. They want to diminish indigenous lands and we do not accept them because our 

survival comes from nature.”). Therefore, protecting lands is also about protecting a way of 

life. Also, in Article 7, the story’s evaluation is that indigenous peoples must be consulted 

regarding the Renca decree. In this case, although there is no indigenous agency, they are clearly 

included in the idea of civil society (“popular debate”) and represented in a fighting spirit in 

relation to other narratives (see Image 1). In both cases (Articles 5 and 7), the dominant scale 

is local, which seems to favour political participation. 

 

Image 1. This picture shows Wajãpi man and women holding a sign that says “Wajãpi in defence of the 

Amazon”.  It illustrates Article 7 (with the legend: “Territory of the Wajãpi indigenous tribe is in the 

area within the Renca”) and Article 3 (with the legend: “Indians fear the invasion of international mining 

companies”). The first text highlights the fact that the group has rights over their lands and that they are 

fighting for it, as addressed in the story by the narrator. Here, no specific mentions are made regarding 

their clothes or objects. In contrast, the second text portrays the Wajãpi as the “affected participants”. 

In this case, red thongs, bows and arrows are signs of primitiveness, and sometimes hostility, as 

emphasized by the narrator. 

 

5.2.2 Amazônia Real: Narratives about Renca 

In terms of story, the narratives presented by Amazônia Real (AR) follow a similar structure to 

G1, as the abstract and initial situation also relate to President Temer’s mining policy, and the 

consequences of the Renca decree for the Amazon forest and indigenous peoples (the affected 

participants). Here, NGOs and leftist politicians are the ones who tend to voice indigenous 
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peoples’ rights and the leading actors, along with the ‘Brazilian society’, of the complicating 

action and resolution. The difference is that Amazônia Real brings different places and 

participants to the orientation (in particular local communities), which results in different 

understandings (concerns and scales) of the conflict and by extent other reasons that justify the 

story (evaluation). In addition, the fact that opinionated articles are more frequent and its 

narrators are grassroots actors and experts with a local background also seems to contribute to 

this shift of perspective. Still, indigenous peoples remain invisible as speaking actors and, 

although stereotypes are openly contested in some articles, they are also reproduced in others. 

As for discourse, a counter-flow to the first and second patterns noted in G1 is 

observable. In Article 15, the narrator tells the story to criticize the national identity issue in 

connection with celebrity advocacy. Having as a main theme the same event reported by G1 

(about the celebrity protest in the Congress), the article reverses the story sequence. First, it 

presents the letter signed by “artists and citizens” as the initial situation to then problematize 

it in the complicating action. As a resolution, the narrator states: “There is an obvious 

commercial component in the partnership. But there is also the empathy of the middle class 

with the Amazon, symbol of global ecological awareness (...)”. In this evaluation, the conflict 

is closely connected to a “colonial legacy of public actors and its satellites” (i.e. the media) 

that nurture nationalisms for financial and political gains. Here, activism is a contested 

ideology. Still, similarly to G1, AR also reinforces the idea of a dominating connection of 

indigenous peoples with nature and the nation.  

For instance, Article 11, signed by AR, the public pressure (in particular the 

#AllForAmazon civil protests) is the story’s resolution and described as the main trigger for the 

revocation of the decree. Here, a political actor emphasizes that this is “an achievement” of 

two distinct groups: the “forest people” (Indians and chestnut trees workers) and the “Brazilian 

people”. And the Amazon is, once again, a mediator of national unity (“It [the revocation] is 

proof that together we have won our rights. The fight continues in defence of the Amazon”). 

Still, the only image that illustrates indigenous persons portrays the Wajãpi as the affected 

participants, symbols of innocence, passivity, and need for protection. 
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Image 2. In Article 11, after the subheading “Fragility in forest monitoring” a portrait depicts Wajãpi 

women and children in the forest. The legend says: “The Wajãpi Indians would be most affected by the 

Renca mineral exploration”. The words “fragility” and “affected” seem to emphasize a victimizing gaze 

of the photographer, which resonates with the institutional gaze presented by the story (citizens are 

protectors and solvers of the situation). 

 

In general, in AR narratives, even when portrayed in more active roles, indigenous 

peoples end up in passive or stereotyped positions. For instance, at the beginning of Article 14 

there are two powerful images portraying indigenous protests. I refer to these images as 

powerful because the photographer portrays the indigenous protesters in a low-angle, which 

makes them superior in relation to the viewer. Also, as human action images, the focus is on 

what people are doing (in one of them they are holding protest signs, in another they are walking 

towards the National Congress), which contributes to this empowering “fight back” gaze. Still, 

the dominant concern is the government, as the story’s evaluation is that Temer’s mining policy 

is tied with political interests. The resolution features NGOs and Brazilian citizens who joined 

forces to sign a charter demanding justice, while in the coda the narrator describes indigenous 

persons as the ‘guardians of nature’ (“indigenous lands protect more the Amazonian forest than 

the Conservation Units”). In sum, the story’s development overshadows the first empowering 

impression that the reader has of indigenous persons, placing them once again as protectors of 

the forest without really explaining why the forest is important for them. A similar narrative 

pattern is found in Articles 12, 13, and 17. In particular, in Article 17, written by a foreign 

expert (originally published in the environmental website Mongabay), indigenous persons are 

described as “people who cut few trees”, which shows how the environmental concern is 

dominant over the political agency one. 

A second counter-pattern refers to the dualistic stereotypes, which in AR are addressed 

critically and openly in opinionated texts. For instance, in Article 20 the columnist (an 

anthropologist) tells the story to argue that, in Brazil, the government tends to label traditional 
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populations (indigenous and others) in binary ways, sometimes as victims, other times as 

villains. He also addresses the causes of the conflict as being global and systemic (implicit in 

“the Amazon has been sacrificed for practices guided by Western mentality”). In contrast, other 

times these stereotypes are reproduced. In Article 18, the narrator (a journalist/sociologist) 

argues that mining is not necessarily bad. He acknowledges that the Renca decree represents a 

threat in special for the Amazon (an “untouchable paradise”), but at the same time denies the 

idea of potential conflicts for land, since in other mining projects the relationship with 

indigenous peoples have proved to be “amicable”, which implies that indians are potentially 

violent. This representation correlates to the dualistic stereotypes commonly found in ‘The 

West and The Rest’ discursive formation (Hall 1992).  

Finally, as in G1, in some of the AR articles the local perspective enables the voices of 

other minorities involved in the Renca conflict, as well as different time orientations. In special, 

the distant past, which triggers discussions about the role of old structures of power in such 

conflicts. This is the case of Article 16, about the quilombolas. Most of the inhabitants of 

Quilombo settlements are descendants of escaped slaves46. Here, a quilombola participant refers 

to all the minority groups of Amazon as the “water people”, and “forest people”. But this 

connection with nature is essentially related to its actual relevance for the communities (“Our 

children, our grandchildren will need this environment a lot, the healthy things we have today 

that we will not have later.”). Also, in Article 19 the story is told because, according to the 

columnist (local grassroots actor and expert), “narratives about mining conflicts favour nature 

instead of local and traditional communities”. He advocates for the garimpeiros (artisanal, 

often illegal gold miners), locals who are “hated” by environmentalists, but are only in this 

business (according to the narrator) because of national oligarchic elites and global structures 

of power (he explicitly mentions “colonialism” and “neoliberalism”). Finally, the narrator 

takes note that garimpeiros (as well as quilombolas) are descendants of diverse “marginalized 

Brazilian social identities”, including indigenous peoples, and that redistribution is rarely in 

the plans of mining projects like Renca. 

 

5.2.3 Dagens Nyheter: Narratives about Gállok 

In terms of story, Dagens Nyheter (DN) tends to present narratives having the protests against 

mining in Gállok as the main topic of the abstract, initial situation, and complicating action. 

The consequences of the “mining boom” (as described in many articles) to the environment, 

                                                      
46 Important to note, Brazil was the last country to abolish slavery in the world, in 1888. 
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the local communities, and Sami peoples (the affected participants) tend to be the main 

concerns, and discussed in the what happens next section. Here, experts (more than NGOs) are 

the ones who legitimize Sami arguments and demands. In relation to the narratives about Renca, 

there is a shift from a wider environmental concern to a concern of local scale, which suggests 

that the Amazon is considered more important than Laponia scale wise. Also, in DN Sami are 

more frequently referred to as active participants in the protests. Still, even in such cases, they 

are often presented via stereotypes. Finally, in general, resolution and coda are absent. As the 

findings of Renca suggest, in DN opinionated articles also open space for different participants 

and concerns, such as discussions more focused on the structural causes of the conflict (e.g. 

discrimination, the global market), thus resulting in other story structures and evaluations. 

In relation to discourse, the representation of Sami as ‘intense’ and ‘different’ is an 

observable pattern. In Article 32, the evaluation is that the protests against Gállok are a sign of 

Sami resistance, but also of worry because of the intensity of the events. The initial situation 

sets a tone of tension regarding the demonstration (described as “the confront”; “[the situation] 

calmed down”), which poses salience and institutional gaze of violence to the cover image that 

depicts a man being arrested by the police. Also, the narrator presents a Sami protester by first 

describing her singing (“[she] is joikking47 with a loud voice”). Only then she speaks, 

demanding recognition and referring to a transnational scale to the conflict (“In Sweden, people 

condemn repression of indigenous peoples in other countries but is smashing their own 

people”...). Right after, the narrator once again mentions her singing (“...she says, continuing 

demonstratively to sing...”) and the tension around it (“...while she is lifted by police and placed 

in the ditch”). Similarly, in an article about a Sami protest in Stockholm (Article 36), several 

images portray Sami as active participants giving speeches in a pulpit. Even so, the narrator 

firstly presents (initial situation) the protest as a demonstration “for the environment” and 

describes the event as a “colorful protest”, emphasizing what is different about Sami (their 

traditional flag and clothes). Only later (what happens next), a Sami participant emphasizes the 

actual concern (“it’s our lives, our children”) and voices what the resolution should be (“we 

must say no to mines”). A related representation is found in Article 39, where the main concern 

of the mining conflicts is also presented as environmental (experts mention the risk of local 

water poisoning), while indigenous rights (redistribution) and wider scales are evoked by the 

Sami person (“[the profit from mining] is largely donated to foreign benefactors”) later, in the 

‘what happens next’ event. In this case, the demonstration is described as violet (“Sami riots”). 

                                                      
47 Put simply, in Sami culture joikk is a traditional form of singing.  
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Here some considerations should be drawn in relation to this first narrative pattern. As 

Chiroiu (2016) has pointed out in her study about representations of protests in different global 

media outlets, the fact that the analysis shows that a protest was depicted as violent does not 

mean that the media outlet “fabricated” the reality of the demonstration (Chiroiu 2016: 51). In 

the case of Gállok there was, indeed, intense resistance. However, there was also violent 

repression48, which is not discussed in any DN article. Therefore, the need to emphasize certain 

aspects of Sami resistance (their “loud” songs, their “riots”, their “colorful” demonstrations) 

seem to serve something more than merely describing the tensions around the events. In 

addition, the focus on environmental concerns overshadow the real struggles in question, which 

are reminded by Sami actors later in the story sequence. This point resonates with Ledman’s 

(2012) findings of representations of Saminess, as well as with Aalto & Lehtola (2017) 

observations about Sami portraits in ancient Northern mythologies. This is, Saminess needs to 

be stressed in order to reinforce the identity of its dominant (Western) counterpart. In other 

words, such narratives suggest that the narrator wants to ask a rhetorical question to the reader: 

“would Swedish people act this way?” 

A second pattern, also present in G1 narratives refers to advocacy. In Article 37 (DN 

Debate), published in the “UN Sami day”, the narrator (Swedish Church) tells the story to say 

that the Swedish, Norwegian, and Finnish Churches support the human rights and political 

participation of the “common Sami”, the “Arctic indigenous peoples”. This representation of 

Sami as a homogeneous group, also verified by Pietikäinen (2013) in mainstream media in 

Finland. In this sense, similarly to the Catholic Church in Brazil, the transnational scale of the 

conflict is evoked because of the church role as an institution. Here, indigenous peoples do not 

speak and are portrayed sometimes as active (“Sami protest, but no one seems to listen to 

them”), and more often as affected participants (“lack of human rights and influence makes 

indigenous people unable to resist such exploitation or even make their voices heard”; “the 

future of indigenous peoples is threatened by climate change”). Global scale is thus evoked in 

relation to the environment (consequences) but not in relation to, for example, the mining 

industry or financial capital (causes). Rather, demands for justice are targeted to the “passively 

involved” Swedish government. Also in Article 33, indigenous persons are portrayed as the 

“reindeer people” who “fear” the consequences of the conflict. The story’s evaluation is that 

                                                      
48 In the occasion of the protests, images and videos depicting police abusive force were spread on social media, 

including an image of a police officer stepping on a Sami flag. The Local (2018). Available at:  

https://www.thelocal.se/20180411/swedish-government-burns-down-sami-kta-teepee. Last Accessed: August 14, 

2018. 

https://www.thelocal.se/20180411/swedish-government-burns-down-sami-kta-teepee
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the UN supports Sami in the mining conflicts in Kallak, but it is the Sami speaker who explains 

the actual importance of land to reindeer husbandry (“the mining plans in Kallak ruin my 

business”). 

A third pattern observed in DN are opposite evaluations in some opinionated articles. 

In a text written by the Swedish Ministry of Environment (Article 34), his evaluation is that 

“there is a lack of knowledge” regarding the benefits of mining to Sweden. Here, ‘knowledge’ 

presupposes certain Western categories or norms (as in The West and The Rest discursive 

formation). First, the narrator’s reasoning is grounded in Western notions of economy and 

nationality (“Sweden will maintain its position as Europe’s leading mining country”). Second, 

local communities are described as “smaller societies” and “places that have long been 

inhabited”, which implicitly refers to inhabitants of the Gállok area and by extent to Sami 

peoples who live there and need the land, even if low populated. Therefore, for the narrator, the 

problem is more about “conflicts of [market] interest” between mining and reindeer husbandry 

and less to the people involved. This Western evaluation is confronted in Article 35 by a Sami 

columnist. Here, the evaluation is that Sweden is “acting as a colonizer state”. The 

environmental concern is referred to in relation to the importance for Sami way of life 

(“[reindeer husbandry] is the base of Sami culture”), and something that Sami understand (“the 

knowledge about it [the local ecosystem] and its care lies with us. It is transmitted from 

generation to generation”). In contrast with the first article, here ‘knowledge’ refers to a 

traditional (non-Western) perspective, one that is not guided by principles of large global scale 

productivity.  

Finally, the local narrative is also an evident pattern in DN. Article 40 tells another story 

about the Sami Day. Here, instead of advocacy, environmental concerns, or homogeneous 

descriptions of Sami, the narrator tries to convey a more empowering and nuanced picture of 

Sami’s demands and culture. The initial situation happens as he walks around a Sami fair in 

Kungsträdgården, Stockholm’s main square. Sami are described as people who sell goods, 

create sculptures, expose photographs, write songs (traditional joik) about childhood memories 

and friendship, and perform stand up comedies with sharp (“poisonous but humorous”) 

criticism. The fair happens one day before of a demonstration against mineral law, “considered 

to put the mining industry’s interests in front of Sami people”, which is the disruptive element. 

The structural causes of this same problem are addressed in Article 39, a column written by a 

journalist. His evaluation is that the Swedish mineral strategy is rooted in a neoliberal policy 

that dates back to the 18th century “gold rush”. Similarly, in Article 37 a Sami lawyer 

highlights the “discriminatory structures” connected to “widespread ignorance in society”, 
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which is what underlies the problem in her evaluation. She notes that reindeer husbandry is 

“often seen by authorities, courts, and media as a Sami special interest”, rather than something 

important for the Sami culture to survive, and urges for Sweden to ratify the ILO 169. 

 

5.2.4 Sameradion: Narratives about Gállok 

Similarly to Dagens Nyheter, Sameradion (SR) presents narratives that focus on the protests 

against mining in Gállok. This is generally the main topic of the abstract and initial situation. 

In the complicating action, Sami appear more frequently voicing the consequences of mining 

for nature and themselves. In relation to the narratives from Dagens Nyheter, they offer 

alternative explanations about why nature should be protected and why it is important for their 

lives. When they speak, Sami interviewees also emphasize the causes of the conflict more often 

and raise different opinions about how to address them, as well as different demands for justice 

(e.g. alike Amazônia Real, political participation and redistribution tend to be more evoked here 

than in mainstream narratives). Eventually, experts also get speak, but usually later, in the what 

happens next section. This inversion in the order that the participants appear in the story 

contributes to placing Sami speakers in a more active position in relation to the general narrative 

patterns found in Dagens Nyheter and G1. Accordingly, the story’s evaluations are more 

diversified, depicting the mining conflict as a problem that involves not only environmental 

concerns, but also power structures from local to global scales, and Sami peoples as an 

empowered and heterogeneous group. 

Concerning discourse, in contrast with Dagens Nyheter, SR narratives offer less 

resistance to portray the protests against Gállok as legitimate events and tend to portray Sami 

persons as non-stereotyped individuals. Here, recognition is already given and, consequently, 

there seems to be less need to prove that the Sami participants fulfil a certain idea of indigeneity. 

By extent, in contrast with Dagens Nyheter, there are fewer mentions of legal documents, such 

as the ILO 169, and the narrator rarely qualifies Sami clothes or behaviour before Sami persons 

get to speak. Instead, the mining industry is adjectivized by Sami participants. For instance, 

Article 42, about a Sami protest in Stockholm, a Sami person refers to the mining plans in 

Gállok as “madness”. In the initial situation, the narrator highlights the transnational scale of 

the demonstration (“participants from all over Sweden and Nordic countries”), and places 

Sami among all the civil actors involved (“organizers were sami villages, environmental 

associations, solidarity groups and political parties”). The Sami protester advocates for the 

environment in relation to Sami rights to land and culture (“[the mining plans] make the impact 

on reindeer husbandry and Sami culture too big”) and talks about feelings of empowerment 
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(“I felt strengthened”).  Similarly, Article 43 the mining plans in Gállok are referred to as an 

“intrusion” by the narrator. Also, Sami protester and politicians highlight the transnational 

scale of the conflict (“it is not only Sami”) and speak about feelings of empowerment (“it is 

important to show our fight”, “the demonstration can strengthen all groups”). In both cases 

(Articles 42 and 43), portraits of Sami persons are the cover images and no specific description 

is given as to how they look or behave. 

 

Image 3. In Article 43, a picture portraits the Sami fighting. The legend says: “It is important that we 

hold together, says Lars Guttorm Blind, one of the protesters”. The Sami in the picture looks firmly at 

the horizon, while the bottom-up angle emphasizes a certain greatness in his figure.  

In addition, SR narratives also tend to give more space to discussions that arise from 

concerns related to violence in protests. For example, in Article 45, a Sami, also identified by 

the narrator as an activist that has used bombs in past environmental protests in Norway, 

defends the activists who were judged for having acting illegally during the protests Gállok. 

According to him, the Swedish courts work in discriminatory ways (“[the activists] they are 

just sentenced by this colonial court”, but “they will not be criminal in Sami eyes”). Similarly, 

Article 48 brings the evaluation that for both Sami and local people, the persecuted activists 

who built barricades to impede the exploitation of the mines were doing the right thing. In the 

complicating action, the President of the Sami Parliament questions the definition of crime (“I 

do not think it's a crime to claim the Sami culture”; “the continued destruction of nature cannot 

be legal in an international perspective”). Such narratives offer alternative perspectives to the 

dominant narratives about protests by Dagens Nyheter. 

Another counter-pattern observable in SR narratives is the space for diversity. Article 

43 is about a Sami protest in front of the Swedish Palace. The Sami actor is described as an 

“almost 80-year-old activist” who is back to the fight (“on the barricades again”). The narrator 

explains that he has participated in past demonstrations related to Sami rights (in particular, a 

hunger strike in the late 1990’s in protest to hunting laws that allowed the general public to hunt 
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in Sami lands). Unsatisfied with the way that Sami handled the situation back then (“it did not 

work as we had imagined”), the Sami interviewee evokes as complicating action the need of a 

more assertive positioning this time (“I hope that today's Sami cares more and takes seriously 

the matter. Twenty years have passed and you see how the Sami life and nature ended”). 

Younger generations also voice concerns about the way Sami Parliament handles the 

discussions about mining in Gállok. In Article 45, a representative from the Sami Youth Council 

talks about lack of redistribution (“international companies that do not give anything back to 

local communities”) and political participation (“we must begin to speak”). She presents the 

same disruptive element as before, this is, that the Sami Parliament is not pushing hard enough 

(“they take for granted that Sami rights will be secured by the Swedish legal system”). Such 

narratives show that Sami are heterogeneous groups with diverging opinions. 

Finally, like in Amazônia Real narratives, SR also brings other orientations to the story 

(time, places, participants), which contribute to deepening the understandings of the conflict. 

Article 50, for instance, is a story about how the Quechua, the indigenous groups that inhabit 

the Andes in South America, kept fighting after the military coup in Chile. The abstract (“40 

years after the coup - indigenous peoples stronger than ever”) sets an empowering tone to the 

article, as well as to the cover image (which features a portrait of the Quechua interviewee). 

The complicating action brings a Quechua speaker who questions transnational power 

structures (“What is happening to Kallak [Gállok] is also a result of this neoliberal expansion. 

One sees that it is not about nationalities but about structures, global structures that are trying 

to wipe us out.”). This wider scale is also evoked by a Sami artist in Article 47 (“if Sami life is 

touched it affects all around”; “next time it can be in your backyard, so anyone can be 

affected”). In this case, the concern is implicitly environmental, but it might also be that the 

participant was addressing the structures of power mentioned to before (Article 50), and 

referring not only to indigenous peoples but any grassroots actor (“it’s a thing for everyone”) 

affected by or subjected to them. 

Still, in articles where Sami participants do not speak, the narrative patterns remain 

similar to that of the dominant mainstream narratives found in G1 and Dagens Nyheter. In 

Article 48 (published by Studio One, a non-indigenous branch of Swedish Radio), the story is 

told because Laponia can be removed from the UNESCO World Heritage List. Although Sami 

culture and reindeer husbandry are regarded as “an important reason for Laponia being 

appointed” to the list, the main concern is still environmental, more linked to the Swedish 

government and international institutions (UNESCO), and less to the Sami peoples involved. 

Also, in Article 51 the narrator tells the story to advocate for the Swedish tourism industry. 
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Here, tourism entrepreneurs write a letter to say that they “must also be assured that untouched 

nature or unique Sami culture remains” and that they will not be replaced by “an 

environmentally harmful mining”. Therefore, the main concern is also environmental and Sami 

are portrayed as a secondary worry, a homogeneous group (as in Pietikäinen 2013) of people 

whose ‘uniqueness’ attracts tourists. 

 

5.3 Results: Narratives about Renca and Gállok (Additional Sample) 

In terms of story, the international narratives about Renca tend to fit a similar structure to the 

dominant national mainstream narratives (G1). This structure is present in all BBCW (Articles 

29, 30, 31) and TG (Articles 25, 26, 27) stories. In terms of discourse, Renca is constantly 

referred to as an untouched forest area of the size of Denmark or Switzerland and indigenous 

persons are portrayed as passive protegees and sometimes exoticized, even when the indigenous 

matter is more relevant to the narrative.  

In particular, an article from TG (Article 25), written by an anthropologist, the main 

concern is the safety of the Wajãpi groups living in the Renca area. The narrator explains that 

they have almost faced extinction due to infections in the 1970’s, when they were first contacted 

by employees from an American steel company. By contrasting how the Wajãpi used to live 

before and after being contacted, the narrator draws attention to the risks that this contact means 

to their survival and culture (“when contact was made they were hunting with bows and arrows 

[...]. Today they are wholly dependent on guns and ammunition”). Albeit relevant, such 

discussions neglect other story orientations, which ends up naturalizing some postcolonial 

perspectives and undermining self-determination. For example, regarding time, nothing is said 

about how the Wajãpi are actively organizing themselves in the present (which is a reality, for 

instance, reported in a local G1 story). Moreover, they are not included as participants to speak 

for their own, although the narrator had the opportunity to talk to them. Instead, the narrator 

focuses on creating certain images to represent the Wajãpi. 

In contrast, AJE (Articles 21 and 22) and TNYT (Article 23) narratives tend to offer 

more opportunity for indigenous speaking actors. However, they also fall in stereotypes 

discourse wise. For instance, in Article 21 Renca is described as a distant and non-developed 

location (“a two-hour drive by a dirt road”) and indigenous people are described as dressed in 

a particular way (“men and women go bare-chested…”). Only after this image established, we 

get to hear what the indigenous leader has to say. He evokes recognition and is skeptical towards 

redistribution. Although the reporter was there, in the presence of the interviewee, an expert is 

the one who is asked to comment about political representation. Also, in Articles 22 and 23, 
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indigenous peoples are portrayed both as protegees and active actors (“they won a judicial case 

of compensation for land elsewhere in Brazil”; “[they] protested vigorously for years”). 

However, the solvers of the situation are still environmentalists, activists, artists, church, and 

the worldwide outcry (which, along with the environmental matter, sets ground for the 

transnational concern).  

    

Image 4. In Article 25, a human action picture (taken by the narrator) shows two Wajãpi women. One 

of them is laid on a net and looking at the camera. The other looks at somewhere else and smiles. The 

picture is used to illustrate the fragility of the indigenous group, as described in the legend: “The Wajãpi 

were facing extinction until a state agency intervened”. Arguably, the photograph also suggests that the 

two women are portrayed through a male gaze. 

 

As for international narratives about Gállok, the stories are structured slightly 

differently from the national mainstream and alternative narratives. Here, the abstract and 

initial situation focus on the fact that a unique culture (Sami) is about to be lost. Although Sami 

get to speak throughout the story (indigenous peoples’ rights are the main concern addressed in 

the complicating action), dualistic stereotypes persist in the discourse since the evaluation 

seems to focus more the uniqueness of Sami and less to their political agency. 

This romanticization is also expressed in descriptions of nature. In an article written by 

a BBCW reporter (Article 52), Gállok is described as a distant, bucolic place (“isolated 

settlement”, “one-hour boat journey”) where the reindeer herders live. Indigenous peoples are 

presented as a unique culture (“Europe’s only indigenous people”) and the guardians of nature 

([they] mark the newborn calves that are just beginning to roam this land”). In fact, Sami are 

portrayed as nature itself, which is literally illustrated in one of the first pictures. 
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Image 5. In Article 52, an environmental image (of a baby reindeer) is used to illustrate the Sami 

peoples. The legend says: “The Sami are spread across northern Norway, Sweden, Finland, and 

Russia”. This is the only moment in the story that the transnational scale regarding recognition is 

referred to.  

  
A similar pattern is found in Article 54, by AJE. The evaluation is that the beauty of 

Lapland (“a world heritage”, “Scandinavia’s stunningly beautiful far north”, “quite a 

landscape”) and its ancient people are under threat. Sami are described as guardians of nature 

(“[Lapland is] home to an astonishing array of plants and animals which have survived largely 

thanks to the indigenous people of the area”), gentle hosts (“[the Sami] pulled us gently out 

across the water”), and ultimate heroes (“indigenous people find themselves fighting a last-

ditch battle against the state and a multinational mining company; at stake: their ancestral land 

and an ancient way of life”). The transnational and local scales are dominants (the narrator 

visits diverse localities in Scandinavia where the Sami face mining national and multinational 

industries). When Sami participants speak, most frequently at the end of the story, after the 

narrator introduces them as protectors of nature, and “last standing” heroes, they evoke their 

rights to land and political participation.  

Finally, in contrast, Article 53, by TG, focuses more on the Sami fight for their lands. 

The dominant scales are national (mining boom in Sweden) and local (Kiruna, northern 

Sweden). In the complicating action, the conflict in Kallak is described as an example of Sami 

resistance (“they [the Sami community] are determined to stop it”). And Sami participants 

evoke national (Swedish society), international (UN, ILO Convention) and transnational scales 

(“That's why we have human rights, because you can't rely on a majority rule in these kinds of 

decisions”). 
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6. Discussion 

This section discusses the media narratives patterns found across the material in connection to 

the framing of justice and media responsibility.  

As demonstrated in the Results section, especially in national media, there is a particular 

set of narratives that correspond to local perspectives, which seem to contribute to more 

comprehensive representations of justice. The local perspective can be characterized as it 

follows. First, the ways in which the texts are structured (story) and communicated (discourse) 

tend to place indigenous persons not only as the ones who are affected by the consequences 

(e.g. deforestation, land grabbing), but also the ones who point out and fight back its structural 

causes (e.g. discrimination, global capital, the Western worldview). Consequently, the 

complexity and transnational nature of mining conflicts is portrayed more clearly, as well as in 

political agency of indigenous peoples. Second, in relation to the remedies of justice, 

recognition of identity is given by simply referring to the people in the story as members of 

indigenous groups. Western-centric descriptions of how these persons dress or act are not 

necessary. Also, recognition of status is evoked through a genuine call for human rights (e.g. 

“it is our lives, our children”), and not only explained in the perspective of laws (e.g. ILO 169) 

or voiced by dominant actors (e.g. NGOs, experts, celebrities, church) who tend to connect the 

indigenous cause with hegemonic myths, discourses, and ideologies. Claims for redistribution 

are more frequently evoked, which evidences the fact that some indigenous persons consider 

material compensation important, even if other group members disagree. In this sense, local 

narratives offer space for self-determination and heterogeneity. Finally, in such narratives, 

political participation is not only mentioned by passing, but also problematized in relation to 

power identities.  

In conclusion, what I am calling the ‘local perspective’ generally offers more conditions 

for a fairer representation of justice (Fraser 2009) and, by extension, a more responsible 

reporting (Silverstone 2007). This is, it focuses on the ‘who’ of justice and the diversity that 

characterizes it, not on oversimplified imaginations about what this ‘who’ represents. It also 

understands the conflict in connection with peoples, places, and institutions from local to 

transnational scales. And last but not least, it evokes more often the three remedies for justice 

(recognition, redistribution, and political participation) as an interconnected tripod, which is the 

defining element of justice according to Fraser (2009). Here, I make a relevant observation. As 

explained below, this study has shown that local narratives are not exclusive to media outlets 
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usually considered counter-hegemonic. In fact, what I am calling local narrative can be found 

in any media landscape. Among other reasons, it depends on who gets to write it. 

For instance, in Brazil, national mainstream media narratives about Renca tend to 

reproduce both the Amazon forest and indigenous persons via postcolonial mythologies (see 

Section 3.2) that overshadow the political voice of indigenous groups. All these dominant 

narrative patterns come from articles published by national newsrooms (G1, G1 Brasília), 

sometimes in partnership with international outlets (French Press Agency, German Deutsche 

Welle). In contrast, the stories published by regional branches (G1 Amapá), and as an exception, 

the national article where an indigenous leader seems to make strategic use of the mainstream 

ecology, are the ones that offer more space for both nature and indigenous peoples being 

represented in less idealized ways. As discussed above, this perspective seems to offer room to 

a more realistic representation of the injustice at hand. This suggests that the narrator, as well 

as his/her background, indeed plays a relevant role on how narratives are constructed.  

In Sweden, like in Brazil, national mainstream (Dagens Nyheter) narratives tend to 

describe Sami via dominant discourses and ideologies. Interestingly, here, since Laponia does 

not represent as much public interest as the Amazon, the environmental concerns are replaced 

by the need to stress the otherness of Sami peoples in the coverage of protests against Gállok. 

With the exception of two opinionated articles written by Sami persons, the majority of the 

narratives misframe justice by simplifying representations of the conflict and the indigenous 

groups involved in it. 

As for the ‘counter-narratives’, it has been verified that while they tend to provide more 

possibility for alternative flows of meaning, it does not guarantee that they succeed in 

conveying the local perspective. For instance, as an alternative outlet, Amazônia Real tends to 

question the status-quo. It problematizes hegemonic media representations (like in Article 15) 

and also conveys more complex understandings of the conflict (the case of Articles 16 and 19). 

However, perhaps because it is mostly conducted mainly by a mainstream staff of journalists 

(locals, but not indigenous) and experts (some of them with an international background), it 

still fails in fairly representing the indigenous groups and their standpoint. Indeed, as Roosvall 

& Tegelberg have noticed (in Graf et al. 2016: 9), “the activists speak of a national news ecology 

which rarely makes room for indigenous perspectives or knowledge of nature”.   

As for the alternative Sameradion, it is the news media outlet that presents the largest 

amount of local narratives. Sameradion illustrates what is discussed in the beginning of this 

section, as indigenous peoples tend to lead the story structure and communicating their own 

discourse about themselves, how they understand the conflict, and what they expect in terms of 
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remedies for justice. Still, as presented in the Results section, hegemonic narratives are also 

present here. In special, when conveyed by narrators from other branches of Swedish Radio 

(the broadcaster that hosts the program), or when focusing on non-indigenous actors (like in 

Article 51). 

Finally, international coverage has proved to reproduce mainstream narratives that 

romanticize the nature and indigenous persons. Even Al Jazeera English, considered to be the 

alternative outlet in the international media ecology, tends to present narratives grounded on 

such perspectives. Here, once again, the narrative more closely related to the local perspective 

was the fairer and most responsible of the additional sample, and it was curiously found in the 

mainstream ecology (see Article 53, by The Guardian). 

In conclusion, this study suggests that narratives that are focused on local perspectives 

seem to portray what Cavarero (in Hanafin 2012) defines as the absolute local. The absolute 

local is the space where politics is not demarcated by the boundaries of the state, and where the 

thinking of rights goes beyond the institutionalized rights discourse (Cavarero in Hanafin 2012: 

331). It is about who people are; not what they are or represent. In this sense, the ‘who’ is not 

the other (a disembodied, abstract subject), but merely another, someone with a face, a name, 

a history, someone one could easily call ‘you’ (ibid.). As such, nature is also portrayed through 

this another perspective. In sum, the absolute local finds resonance in Fraser’s (2009) theory of 

justice, as well as in Silverstone’s (2007) accounts on media responsibility, for whom “the 

obligation to offer hospitality to the stranger in the symbolic space of media representation is a 

precondition of media justice” (Silverstone 2017: 134).  

 

 

7. Conclusion 

This study analyses news media representations of two recent mining conflicts, the Renca case 

in Brazil and the Gállok/Kallak case in Sweden. The aim was to map representations of the 

conflicts and the indigenous persons involved by analysing 54 articles from different media 

ecologies (mainstream and alternative) and scales of production and distribution (national and 

international). In particular, the purpose was to gain a broad perspective on the role of such 

representations in framing (or misframing) justice (Fraser 2009) and in reflecting (or not) 

journalistic media responsibility (Silverstone 2017). Through a narrative analysis (as defined 

by Robertson 2017), the study maps and compares the different narrative patterns that arise 

from a diversified sample. A holistic approach (Lieblich 1998) to the method provides the 

flexibility to broadly evaluate the material while adopting the lenses of specific theoretical 
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guidelines. Although time-consuming, the research design proved to be an enriching scope to 

the research, as it pays attention to several variations in the structure (the sequence of events) 

and discourse (how the story was told) of each article and across different media sources. 

In regard to results, the narrative analysis demonstrates predictable patterns related to 

what kind of representations each media ecology tends to produce (e.g. mainstream as 

hegemonic and alternative as counter-hegemonic). However, findings show that there are 

variations in these flows of meaning. Especially, that news articles conveyed in fairer or more 

responsible ways are not necessarily connected to specific media ecologies, but to who is telling 

the story (see Section 3.4). In other words, as Chiouri (2017) also noticed in her study about 

mediated protest, the binary opposition between hegemonic and counter-hegemonic should not 

be taken for granted, as it “does not reflect entirely the complex spectrum of narratives that can 

be found in different media outlets” (Chiouri 2017: 56).  

In this research, fairer and more responsible stories were identified as potential ‘absolute 

local’ (Cavarero, 2012) narratives. This is, they are predominantly told from a perspective the 

considers ‘the other’ as a ‘you’ (see Chapter 6). These narratives, found in both alternative and 

mainstream media ecologies, tend to welcome indigenous peoples’ voices more frequently and 

openly, which allows for a reporting that is more grounded in tangible realities and less 

influenced by Western-centric imaginaries. Most importantly, they are more inclusive in terms 

of the framing of justice (Fraser 2009) as they provide a fuller picture of the conflicts, 

highlighting the transnational scale of justice, and the three remedies for injustice (recognition, 

redistribution, and political participation) as an interconnected tripod. This kind of assessment 

is particularly possible because of the close attention that narrative analysis poses to the 

material. 

Still, important to say, this research poses a series of limitations regarding methodology. 

As a qualitative case study, it is partially built on subjectivity and previous knowledge of the 

researcher. As detailed elsewhere (see Sections 4.2.4 and 4.2.5), in order to address issues 

related to reliability, close attention was given to transparency and the production of clear 

codebooks. Regarding validity (ibid.), this study includes the findings from other researchers 

who have investigated similar topics and yield similar results. Moreover, as any narrative 

analysis, this research considers a small sample, which means that generalization of results is 

not possible. Therefore, more analysis considering similar cases and theoretical framework 

would be needed to assure a more concrete evaluation. In addition, future research could 

approach the same topic through political economy perspectives, which is also important in the 

study of media flows and contra-flows (Thussu 2007). 
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To conclude, this study suggests that media narratives structured and communicated 

through the absolute local (Cavarero 2012) perspective tend to provide more possibility for 

fairer and more responsible representations of justice. In other words, narrators continue to play 

a relevant role in setting the direction and meaning of the stories they mediate. 
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Appendix 

 

APPENDIX 1. Gathering Material 

Step 1 - Keyword Search. Start an anonymous session on a web browser and open 

https://google.com. Type the keywords in the search box and press Enter. Overall, the keywords 

correspond to the name of the mining site/reserve (Renca or Gallók/Kallak) plus the website 

domain of the media outlet (see the specifics below). Do not use date restrictions at this stage. 

 

Google search keywords used for the Renca case 

G1: "Renca" OR "reserva mineral" site:g1.globo.com 

● "Renca" OR "reserva mineral": using the name Renca between quotes instructs Google 

to look for an exact match on the reserve name. The phrase “mining reserve” (in 

Portuguese, reserva mineral) is also between quotes to instruct Google to look for an 

exact phrase match. By using the OR operator49 at least one of the keywords must 

appear. 

● site:g1.globo.com: the "site:" operator instructs Google to restrict the search to G1 

website domain. For this media outlet no further filtering on the url was necessary. 

 

Note: Although there are other mining conflicts in Brazil, Renca was the only case reported 

during the time period considered for the analysis. Looking for "reserva mineral" in addition to 

“Renca” proved to increase the related news articles. 

Amazônia Real: "Renca" OR "reserva mineral" site:amazoniareal.com.br 

● "Renca" OR "reserva mineral": idem. 

● site:amazoniareal.com.br: idem. 

 

Al Jazeera: "Renca" site:aljazeera.com 

● "Renca" OR "reserva mineral": idem. 

● site:aljazeera.com: idem. 

 

BBC: "Renca" site:bbc.com/news/ 

● "Renca" OR "reserva mineral": idem. 

                                                      
49  https://support.google.com/websearch/answer/2466433?hl=en 

https://google.com/
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● site:bbc.com/news/: the "site:" operator instructs Google to restrict the search to urls 

containing "bbc.com/news/". This is done so that Google only returns BBC English 

news items (excluding content from branches in other languages for example). 

 

The Guardian: "Renca" site:theguardian.com 

● "Renca" OR "reserva mineral": idem. 

● site:theguardian.com: idem. 

 

The New York Times: "Renca" site:nytimes.com/2017/ 

● "Renca" OR "reserva mineral": idem. 

● site:nytimes.com/2017: the "site:" operator instructs Google to restrict the search to urls 

containing "nytimes.com/2017/". This is done so that Google only returns New York 

Times news items in English and from 2017. 

 

Google search keywords used for the Gallók case 

Dagens Nyheter: "Gállok" OR "Kallak" site:dn.se 

● "Gállok" OR "Kallak": These words correspond the mine names in Sami and Swedish 

languages respectively. Quotes are used to instruct Google to search for an exact match. 

By using the OR operator at least one of the words must appear. 

● site:dn.se: idem. 

 

Sami Radio: "Sameradion & SVT Sápmi" "Gállok" OR "Kallak" 

site:sverigesradio.se/sida/artikel 

● "Sameradion & SVT Sápmi": Since Sami Radio shares the sverigesradio.se domain with 

other Sveriges Radio channels, it is necessary to narrow down the search by looking for 

articles signed as "Sameradion & SVT Sápmi". The phrase is put inside quotes to 

instruct Google to do an exact phrase search. 

● "Gállok" OR "Kallak": idem. 

● site:sverigesradio.se/sida/artikel: the "site:" operator instructs Google to restrict the 

search to urls containing "sverigesradio.se/sida/artikel". This is done so that Google 

only returns articles (excluding pages with program schedules, for example). 

 

Note: Unlike in the Renca case words related from “mine” like “mining” or “mine work” (in 

Swedish, gruva, gruvdrift, and gruvarbete) are not included as they do not help the search for 
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news items specifically related to the Gallók/Kallak conflict. Since there are many mines in 

Sweden and the period being analyzed is long, any “mining” terms make the search too broad. 

 

Al Jazeera: "Gállok" OR "Kallak" site:aljazeera.com 

● "Gállok" OR "Kallak": idem. 

● site:nytimes.com: idem. 

 

BBC: "Gállok" OR "Kallak" site:bbc.com/news/ 

● "Gállok" OR "Kallak": idem. 

● site:bbc.com/news/: the "site:" operator instructs Google to restrict the search to urls 

containing "bbc.com/news/". This is done so that Google only returns BBC English 

news articles (excluding content from branches in other languages for example). 

 

The Guardian: "Gállok" OR "Kallak" site:theguardian.com 

● "Gállok" OR "Kallak": idem. 

● site:theguardian.com: idem. 

 

The New York Times: "Gállok" OR "Kallak" site:nytimes.com 

● "Gállok" OR "Kallak": idem. 

● site:nytimes.com: idem. 

 

Step 2 - Selecting material 

First manual filter: list the results in a spreadsheet and for each Google search result, verify the 

linked web page and select only the results that fulfill the following criteria: (a) articles within 

the time period considered for each media outlet and case; from those, (b) articles that actually 

correspond to a full piece of textual content - exclude results that appeared only as a “read 

more” section, or as sidebar headline, or as a predominantly audiovisual content. If the news 

item satisfies the previous conditions take note of them in an spreadsheet, organizing the 

material as it follows (per media outlet). 

Date of publication - enter year, month and day in numbers according to the following model: 

2017/08/25. 

Headlines - enter full title of the article including the subheading (if present) translated into 

English (if the article is in another language). If there is a subheading, follow the model: 

Title/Subtitle. 
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Story size - considering each news article as a whole, but ignoring “read more” sections that 

appear in between the paragraphs and/or side columns. 

● Small (less than 300 words). 

● Medium (between 300 and 600 words). 

● Major (more than 600 words). 

 

Type of publication  

● Predominantly textual: A webpage that corresponds to a written text as the main 

content; might include visual items as components, but they are not central to the 

message. 

● Predominantly audiovisual: A webpage that corresponds to a podcast or video as the 

main content; might present written support text, but they are not central to the message. 

  

Main story - considering headlines and lead. 

● Mining policy: The political aspect of the mining conflict is the main story (e.g. mining 

law; negotiations between the mining industry, society, and local/national governments; 

the connection between the mining project and economic growth).  

● Environmental: The environmental aspect of the mining conflict is the main story (e.g. 

the need to protect the environment from the impact of mining industry). 

● Indigenous peoples: The human aspect (with focus on indigenous peoples, and 

eventually on other traditional communities) of the mining conflict is the main story 

(e.g. the connection between the mining project and indigenous peoples rights and 

livelihood; the same in relation to traditional communities like quilombolas in Brazil).  

● Protest: Demonstrations against the mining conflict is evoked as the main story (e.g. 

ordinary citizens or indigenous persons protesting in public places or events, public 

speeches or gatherings). 

● Other main story. 

 

Note: if main stories overlap, code for both. 

 

Step 3 - Selecting the best sample for Narrative Analysis 

Second manual filter: list articles in which indigenous peoples are evoked/discussed as 

central/relevant theme. This means that indigenous peoples are featured as main topic, and/or 
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are discussed (not only mentioned by passing) at least in one full paragraph in the article, 

preferably as speaking actors.  
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APPENDIX 2. Codesheets: Themes and Categories of Analysis 

 

Themes  

● Actors: refers to who acts or speaks; 

● Reference to the conflict: refers to what the conflict is about (environment, economy, 

indigenous peoples rights, etc.), as described by narrator and non-indigenous speaking 

actors; 

● Reference to places: what places are evoked and how they are described (by narrator 

and non-indigenous speaking actors);  

● Reference to indigenous peoples: occasions when indigenous peoples and persons are 

evoked and how they are described (idem); 

● Indigenous peoples speak: occasions when indigenous actors get to speak, and how 

indigenous actors express their perspectives. 

 

Categories 

Article genre - sometimes the distinction is explicit - tags such as “opinion” or “column” appear, 

but sometimes it is needed to check the article signature or text style. 

● News genres (news, reportage, interviews, profiles, infographics, fact boxes). 

● Opinionated genre (editorial, column or comment by a staff journalist). 

● Other (e.g. documentary script, letter from a reader). 

 

Speaking Actors - participants who get to speak. 

● Political actor: People who represent the governmental/political institutions. Presented 

as a person (e.g. ‘the mayor’, ‘the president’, Michel Temer) or as an entity/institution 

(e.g. ‘Norrbotten county’, ‘the local administration’, ‘Bergsstaten’, ‘the Federal Court’, 

‘the Brazilian Ministry’).  

● Business actor: People who represent corporations and their interests. Presented as a 

person (e.g. Bewolf’s commercial director) or as an entity/institution (e.g. Beowulf). 

● NGO: Relates to a civil society organization. Presented as a person or as an 

entity/institution (e.g. WWF Brasil expert, Imazon vice-president, or the NGO itself like 

Greenpeace). Sometimes presented as ‘environmentalists’. 

● Grassroots actor: “Ordinary” people. (e.g. citizens, villagers). 

● Expert. A person interviewed as a specialist. (e.g. geologist, environmentalist, 

economist, anthropologist, attorney - not necessarily represents a ‘civil society’). 
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● Activist. A person identified as such by the article; a person engaged in promoting a 

certain cause, as opposed to a person who might take part in occasional demonstration 

(see ‘protester’); supports but does not necessarily represent an organization (see ‘civil 

society’).  

● Protester. A person identified as such by the article; someone who is demonstrating 

against a policy or problem, usually in public places or events like a protest, march or 

rally. 

● Celebrity: A person presented with a status of fame for some reason (e.g. artists, 

musicians, actors, writers, sport stars, civil actors). 

● Indigenous person: A person identified as such by the article, someone who belongs to 

an indigenous community (e.g. Guarani Kawaiá, indigenous leaders, Sami people, etc.).  

● Church: A representative of religious institutions (e.g. Catholic Church). 

● Media: A source identified as a media outlet, journalist, or reporter (e.g. A BBC 

correspondent from Brazil). 

● Narrator: The person who tells the story/signs the article. If it refers to an opinionated 

article, this actor can also be referred to as columnist. 

 

Note: Concerning speaking actors, it may be needed to search for the ethnicity and/or 

background of the people in question. It is also relevant how people are mentioned, for example, 

as private individuals (e.g. ‘Michel Temer’ is the President of Brazil, ‘Sonia Guarajara’ is an 

indigenous leader). In the case of overlapping roles (an indigenous actor who is also identified 

as an activist), code as both (e.g. indigenous/activist). 

 

Scales of justice 

● Local concern: The text describes the mining conflict as concerning a local/intranational 

level. (e.g. Renca is an area between the states of Pará and Amapá in Brazil; 

Gállok/Kallak is a mine located in the Jokkmokk county in Sweden; ‘the Renca decree 

affects the local communities of Pará’; ‘fighting spirit of locals in Kallak’).  

● National concern: The text evokes the mining conflict as concerning a nation-

state/government level. This is, the conflict in Renca or Gállok/Kallak is of concern to 

places, people, or organizations that correspond to or represent the entire nation state of 

Brazil or Sweden (e.g. ‘Brazil court suspends mining on Amazon's Renca reserve’; 

‘SSR criticizes the Government's request regarding Gállok’). If the text evokes 

something or someone that is Brazilian or Swedish in this same context (e.g. ‘(Brazilian) 
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society’; ‘Swedish authorities’), it is also understood as national concern, albeit not 

explicitly described as "whole country".  

● International concern: The text evokes the mining conflict as concerning an 

international scale. This is, the conflict in Renca or Gállok/Kallak is of concern to a 

domestic country (Brazil or Sweden) and its political/economic relations with one or 

more foreign nation-states (e.g. Canada, UK) and/or with foreign companies (e.g. 

mining companies from Canada, the English company Beowulf) and/or 

intergovernmental organizations such as the WTO and the UN. Even though 

nationalities are not mentioned, consider expressions such as ‘foreign capital’, 

‘international outcry’, or ‘international repercussion’ to be coded as international 

concern.  

● Transnational concern: The text evokes the mining conflict as concerning the world as 

a wider community. This is, the conflict in Renca or Gállok/Kallak is of concern to 

places, people or organizations in different countries without focusing on national-

government dimensions only. For example, abstract references such as ‘the 

environment’, ‘environmental activists’, ‘humankind’, ‘ranching’, ‘miners’, ‘business 

sector’ ‘indigenous cultures’, ‘people’, ‘climate change’, ‘world’s biggest forest’, 

‘world legacy’, ‘all of us ’, ‘society’.  

  

Note: In describing the conflict, when the text uses environmental expressions such as ‘the 

Amazon’, consider whether it is referred to in the context of specific regions (e.g. ‘the Amazon’ 

meaning an area in the Brazilian state of Pará) or if it is evoked in a wider context (e.g. ‘the 

Amazon’ meaning a forest that is crucial to the global climate). The same applies for the 

aforementioned abstract references. Consider the context/main story in order to make a choice 

of whether those are evoked in local, national, international, or transnational scale. If a news 

article evokes the conflict in more than one geographical scale, code for all of them. 

  

Remedies for injustice - considering the news article as a whole (Yes/No). 

● Recognition of identity: This means that indigenous persons are explicitly identified as 

such in the article (by narrator, indigenous persons, or other speaking actors), as having 

a particular culture and identity that belong to an indigenous group. 

● Recognition of status: This means that the particular status of indigenous peoples and 

corresponding rights (e.g. to land, to preservation of culture) are explicitly evoked 

and/or discussed for (by narrator, indigenous persons, or other speaking actors).  
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● Political participation: This means that indigenous peoples are speaking actors and/or 

the article explicitly advocates for and/or discusses political active participation of 

indigenous people in the mining conflict (by narrator, indigenous persons, or other 

speaking actors). 

● Redistribution: This means that economic compensation for past, present, or eventual 

harms to the indigenous peoples rights is explicitly discussed and/or advocate for in the 

context of the mining conflict (by narrator, indigenous persons, or other speaking 

actors).  

 

Note: If a news item evokes more than one remedy for injustice, code for all of them. 

 

Visual items - Consider the item’s legend as a defining criteria element. For example, if an 

environmental image shows the Northern fields and the legend explains about Sami 

communities and their livelihood, code for that item as a representation of identity related to 

indigenous peoples. 

 

● Portrait: Represents one or more named person are the focus of the image;  

● Environmental: Represents environments (e.g. nature, houses, homes, workplaces) and 

people are not central to the image;  

● Human action: People acting (e.g. protesting, walking, climbing trees) are the main 

focus and people are not necessarily named; 

● Maps: Images that represent geographical scales;  

● Video: An audiovisual material. 
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APPENDIX 3. Narrative Analysis Summary 

Analysing Story (what the text is about). 

● Abstract: describes what the narrator says the article is about.  

● Orientation: describes the set time (whether the story is about the present, past, or 

future), setting (where the mining conflict is taking place), and participants (who speaks 

or acts) of the story. 

● Initial situation (equilibrium): describes the starting point in which the audience is 

introduced to the story.  

● Complicating action (disequilibrium): describes what is the problem, or disruptive 

element.  

● Resolution: tells what finally happened (whether the complication was solved and, if so, 

how). 

● What happens next: refers to what happens next. 

● Coda: describes the moment that the narrator returns to the present.  

● Evaluation: refers to where the narrator places the audience. Answers to the question: 

why did the narrator tell the story? 

 

Analysing Discourse (how the story is told through textual language and images). 
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APPENDIX 4. Codesheets for Narrative Analysis 

Note: Due to size constraints only 29 of 54 analyses are included in this Appendix, with a short version of 

the evaluation section. For the remaining articles, only the header is displayed and the table is replaced with 

“(..)”. Articles included were prioritised according to their relevance in the main text. For the complete 

narrative analysis contents please contact the author at nasa5844@su.se. 
 
RENCA - MAIN SAMPLE 
 
Article 1. G1 (September 12, 2017). “Artists, environmentalists, and indigenous peoples demonstrate at Congress 
in defense of Amazon”. Available in: https://g1.globo.com/politica/noticia/artistas-ambientalistas-e-
indigenas-fazem-ato-no-congresso-em-defesa-da-amazonia.ghtml. Last accessed: April 7, 2018. Size: Major. 
Genre: News. Main topic: Environmental, Protest. Author: G1 - Brasília. 
 

STORY DISCOURSE 

Abstract: the article is about a 
protest in Congress in 
defense of Amazon. 
Orientation: time: present 
and recent past; places: 
National Congress, Amazon, 
forest; participants: celebrities, 
environmentalists, 
indigenous peoples, political 
actors; NGO; grassroot actors 
(Brazilians). 

- N: “Artists, environmentalists and indigenous people act in Congress 

in defense of the Amazon” 
- The cover image shows diverse celebrities (actors/actresses, singers, TV 
hosts) who are known by Brazilian audience from telenovelas and TV 
shows broadcasted by TV Globo. Some of them hold posters where it is 
possible to read: “#AllForAmazon”.  

Initial Situation: a group of 
celebrities, indigenous 
groups, and environmental 
entities hold an act at the 
National Congress. 

- N: “In the green hall of the Chamber, the group asked on Tuesday (12) 
revocation of the decree... positioned itself against projects that could 
harm the environment”. 
- The article presents a video in which (cover image) actresses are 
interviewed by reporters. Legend says, N: “Artists, environmentalists 

and indigenous people join forces in act in defense of the Amazon”. 
- N: A group of artists, representatives of indigenous groups and entities 
that protect the environment held on Tuesday (12), at the National 
Congress, an act in defense of the preservation of the Amazon”. 
- In a video (cover image) an actress gives an interview. The legend says 
(N): “Suzana Vieira speaks about the mobilization to defend the 

Amazon”.  
- N: “The meeting was organized for the delivery of more than 1.5 million 
signatures of Brazilians, gathered over the internet, asking for the 

Amazon and its peoples.” 

Complicating action: the 
protest happens because the 
Renca decree must be 
repealed. 

- N: “According to (political actor) Senator Randolfe Rodrigues (Rede-
AP), who accompanied the group of celebrities and environmentalists, 
the main objective of the act is the repeal of the presidential decree that 
extinguishes the National Reserve of Copper and Associates (Renca), 
located between the states of Amapá and Pará.” 

What happens next: the 
narrator takes the audience to 
the past, to explain the source 
of the problem (the new 
decree has problems just like 
the first one). 

- N: “The negative repercussion of the case led the government the 
following week to announce the issuance of a new presidential decree, 
consolidating sections of other environmental laws. However, the new 
text has also come under criticism from experts and court challenges.” 

mailto:nasa5844@su.se
https://g1.globo.com/politica/noticia/artistas-ambientalistas-e-indigenas-fazem-ato-no-congresso-em-defesa-da-amazonia.ghtml
https://g1.globo.com/politica/noticia/artistas-ambientalistas-e-indigenas-fazem-ato-no-congresso-em-defesa-da-amazonia.ghtml
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Resolution: back to the 
“recent past”. After meeting 
with the group that 
participated in the protest, 
The Camera President 
Rodrigo Maia states that the 
decree should be revoked 
after all.  
 

- In a portrait, Rodrigo Maia (political actor) is interviewed by numerous 
reporters. He is in the center of the debate. 
- N: “After meeting with the group of artists and environmentalists, 
Rodrigo Maia (political actor) defended that the government repeal the 

decree that extinguished Renca to expand the debate with society and 
then reassess if there is feasibility for the decision.”. 
- N: “According to the actress Alessandra Negrini, the artists asked the 
Eunice urgently in the voting of a project that revokes the decree that 

extinguishes the Renca.” 

Coda: the narrator takes the 
reader to the present (after 
the act and meeting 
happened). An actress and an 
environmentalist are 
interviewed and the letter 
that the movement hand in to 
the Congress is published. 
(Note: this letter is a narrative 
in itself, but here I am 
considering it as part of a 
wider narrative - the article).  
 

- Greenpeace actor: “The number of signatures delivered is not what 
matters. The important thing is that the population is mobilizing because 

the environment in Brazil has been a nightmare”. 
- N: “Actress Suzana Vieira said that the act shows that the 
environmental cause unites the whole society.”  
- (The letter) The orientation: “We represent thousands of Brazilians who 
have joined their voices to say that WE WILL NOT ACCEPT the 
destruction of the forest or the attacks on the rights of indigenous 

peoples and traditional populations.”; the problem (Renca decree) is 
described as: “easing mining rules, dismantling environmental 
licensing, reducing protected areas, releasing pesticides, facilitating 
land grabbing, attacking indigenous rights, and selling land for 
foreigners, among others.”; the Amazon is described as: “ the pulsating 

heart of our planet, regulating the global climate”; “stores billions of 
tons of carbon”; “more freshwater than anywhere else in the world”; “an 
incredible variety of plants and animals”; “It is also home to thousands of 

indigenous peoples and communities; political representation is 
discussed in terms of: “ [each signature] represents the voice of a 

Brazilian who will rise and join thousands of others whenever a new 

threat against the forest arises. Because the Amazon is everyone's. And 
we are #AllAmazonia”; they sign: Artists and citizens. 

Evaluation: celebrities and Brazilian citizens participate in the protest for Amazon. 

 
Article 2. G1 (September 18, 2017). “Alicia Keys returns to Rock in Rio with Dream Team do Passinho, discourse 
on indigenous cause and same 'formula'”. Available in: https://g1.globo.com/musica/rock-in-
rio/2017/noticia/alicia-keys-volta-ao-rock-in-rio-com-dream-team-do-passinho-pretinho-da-serrinha-e-
formula-igual.ghtml. Last accessed: April 30, 2018. Size: Major. Genre: News. Main topic: Other 
(Celebrity). Author: G1. 
 
(..) 
 
Article 3. G1 (October 26, 2017). “'We will continue fighting', says Waiãpi Indian against invaders in the 
Amazon”. Available in: https://g1.globo.com/ap/amapa/noticia/nos-continuaremos-lutando-diz-indio-
waiapi-contra-invasores-na-amazonia.ghtml. Last accessed: April 30, 2018. Size: Major. Genre: New/ Main 
topic: Indigenous Peoples. Author: France Presse. 
 

STORY DISCOURSE 

Abstract: the article is about 
the fights of the Waiãpi 
peoples against the people 
who invade their lands. 
Orientation: time: recent 
past; places: Waiãpi lands; 

- N: 'We will continue fighting', says Waiãpi Indian against invaders in 
the Amazon; France Press Agency team accompanied tribe protest. 
Renca has 2.3 million hectares in Amapá with high potential for gold 
and other precious metals. 
- The cover image depicts human action. Waiãpi man are dancing, using 
traditional clothes (as well as Western shorts), and holding arrows. A 

https://g1.globo.com/musica/rock-in-rio/2017/noticia/alicia-keys-volta-ao-rock-in-rio-com-dream-team-do-passinho-pretinho-da-serrinha-e-formula-igual.ghtml
https://g1.globo.com/musica/rock-in-rio/2017/noticia/alicia-keys-volta-ao-rock-in-rio-com-dream-team-do-passinho-pretinho-da-serrinha-e-formula-igual.ghtml
https://g1.globo.com/musica/rock-in-rio/2017/noticia/alicia-keys-volta-ao-rock-in-rio-com-dream-team-do-passinho-pretinho-da-serrinha-e-formula-igual.ghtml
https://g1.globo.com/ap/amapa/noticia/nos-continuaremos-lutando-diz-indio-waiapi-contra-invasores-na-amazonia.ghtml
https://g1.globo.com/ap/amapa/noticia/nos-continuaremos-lutando-diz-indio-waiapi-contra-invasores-na-amazonia.ghtml
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participants: Waiãpi 
indigenous persons, media 
(France Press Agency) 

(western) man dressed in shirt and jeans is also present (he looks at the 
camera and smiles, as if he was familiar with taking pictures; the same 
does not apply to the others). 

Initial situation: the narrator 
presents the Waiãpi people 
and gives a bit of context on 
the Renca area, where they 
live.  
 

- N: They appear silently, seemingly out of nowhere: a dozen figures, 

naked, except for the lively red thongs, blocking the dirt road [...] They 
are the Waiãpi, an ancient tribe living in the Brazilian Amazon, who 

now fear the invasion of international mining companies. [...] Leading 
AFP reporters to a small settlement of thatched huts hidden among 

foliage, tribesmen painted with red and black paint pledged to defend 

their territory. And they brandished six-foot arches and arrows to 
reinforce his words. 
- "We will continue fighting," says (indigenous)Tapayona Waiãpi, 36, at 
the settlement called Pinoty. "When the companies come, we will 
continue to resist. If the Brazilian government sends soldiers to kill 
people, we will continue to resist until the last of us is dead." 
- N: The Waiãpi Indian Reservation sits in a preserved forest [...]. It is 
part of a much larger conservation area, the National Reserve of Copper 
and Associates (Renca), which covers an area the size of Switzerland. 

There are only about 1,200 Waiãpis, scattered in the villages accessible 

on foot or by river. Surrounded by rivers and tall trees, the tribe 
functions almost entirely according to its own laws, with a way of life 

sometimes closer to the Stone Age than the 21st century. However, 
modern Brazil is only a few hours away by car. 

Complicating action: the 
Brazilian Government and 
international miners 
interested in Renca threaten 
the survival of indigenous 
peoples. 
 

- N: And now the Federal Government is pushing to open Renca to 
international miners who cover the rich deposits of gold and other 

metals [...] sparking a wave of protests from environmentalists and 

celebrities such as Leonardo DiCaprio and Gisele Bundchen. [...] the 
Waiãpi, who were almost annihilated by illness after being discovered 

by outsiders in the 1970s, remain terrified. The rainforest "is the basis 

of our survival," says (indigenous) Moi Waiãpi, 35. 
- An environmental image shows a part of the Waiãpi territory. There is a 
green area where some Waiãpi stand below a big tree. To the right, there 
is a hut and a big sign the carries the message “The Waiãpi people in 

defense of the Amazon!”. 

What happens Next: the 
narrator tells us more on 
how the Waiãpi live, how 
they fear the mining 
companies, and how their 
arrows are prepared to fight 
the government. 

- N (on the road and livelihood): “dirty road”, “remote”, “hammocks 
under thatched roofs and with no walls around”, “two hour trip on 
uneven terrain”, “far from the cell phone signal, the electricity grid, the 
last gas station and many national laws”, “Waiãpi have little protection 
against the powerful forces that have pushed industry and 
agribusiness”;  
- Calibi Waiãpi: "There would be cars, trucks, violence, drugs, 
robberies, the culture would change, young people would want cell 
phones, clothes, computers," says the 57-year-old. "If a bunch of white 
men came, that would be the end." 
- A human action image shows Waiãpi man and women holding the sign 
mentioned before, they hold spears and shout. Legend says: “indians 
fear the invasion of international mining companies" 

- Under the subheading ‘Arrows 'to Temer', N: the most daring threaten 
to react violently to any attempted invasion. "If Temer comes here, 

anywhere near me, that's what he'll win," says Tapayona Waiãpi, 
brandishing a long, sharp-edged arrow. 

Resolution: the best way to 
solve the conflict is though 

- N: Jawaruwa Waiãpi, 31, first member of his tribe to hold a political 

office [...] He says that peaceful persuasion is the only viable path now. 
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political participation. 
 

"We have another way, another strategy, which is to participate in 
political life”; "Today, we do not have to fight with arrows or edges. 
We have to fight through knowledge, through politics, of our union ... 
This is our new weapon." 

Coda: no coda. - No coda. 

Evaluation: reasons why Alicia Keys is the best singer in Rock In Rio 2017. 

 
Article 4. G1(August 30, 2017). “After end of reserve, group widens lobby for mining in indigenous areas”. 
Available in: https://g1.globo.com/natureza/noticia/apos-fim-de-reserva-grupo-amplia-lobby-por-
mineracao-em-areas-indigenas.ghtml . Last accessed: April 30, 2018. Size: Major. Genre: News. Main topic: 
Politics, Indigenous Peoples. Author: BBC Brasil. 
 
(..) 
 
Article 5. G1 (September 9, 2017). “Act in Macapá calls for protection against mineral exploration in AP reserve”. 
Available in: https://g1.globo.com/ap/amapa/noticia/ato-em-macapa-pede-protecao-contra-exploracao-
mineral-em-reserva-do-ap.ghtml. Last accessed: May 5, 2018. Size: Medium. Genre: News. Main topic: 
Indigenous Peoples, Protest. Author: G1 - Macapá 
 

STORY DISCOURSE 

Abstract: the article is about 
a local act (Macapá) against 
Renca. 
Orientation: time: recent 
past, past; places: Macapá 
(Amapá state), Amazon 
River; participants: celebrities, 
politicians, indigenous 
peoples, experts. 

- N: Act in Macapá calls for protection against mineral exploration in 

AP reserve; With cultural presentations and political pronouncements 
[...]./ Federal Government extinguished Renca, but measure was 
suspended by Justice. 
- The cover image is human action (grassroots actors gathered in an 
event, the camera is positioned in the crowd and the focus is a stage, 
where indigenous peoples stand; they are dressed in traditional clothes) 

Initial situation: Macapá city 
is hosting an act against 
Renca. 

- N: (Renca)... , that covers areas of the South of Amapá and North of 

Pará. The mobilization has cultural presentations of local artists and 
pronouncements of politicians are expected. 

Complicating action: not 
explicit, but refers to the act 
itself. 

- N: (in headlines: demonstration in Macapá calls for protection against 

mineral exploration in AP reserve) 

What happens Next: 

narrator talks about the 
demonstration program; 
 
Waijãpi Indians are 
presented as war dancers; 
 
 
 
an indigenous person/expert 
speaks, then another expert 
speaks; 
 
 
 

- N: Among the attractions are storytellers, poets and regional 

musicians. Indigenous peoples of villages such as Waijãpi and those of 

the Tumucumaque Complex, and extractivists who work in the Renca 
area also participate in the act. 
- N: A human action image shows indigenous persons dancing, Legend 
says, N: “Waijãpi Indians present war dances”. They wear traditional 
clothes mixed with western ones. 
- N: twenty-five warriors of the Waijapi tribe performed typical war 

dances during the act.  
- (indigenous, professor) Kaitona Waijãpi: "Our fight is great. We are 
defenders of nature, that's why the warriors came here. We need to 
unite to have strength and defend the Amazon for future generations. 
They want to diminish indigenous lands and we do not accept them 
because our survival comes from nature. And we're not going to let it 
go, let's go to the end.” 

https://g1.globo.com/natureza/noticia/apos-fim-de-reserva-grupo-amplia-lobby-por-mineracao-em-areas-indigenas.ghtml
https://g1.globo.com/natureza/noticia/apos-fim-de-reserva-grupo-amplia-lobby-por-mineracao-em-areas-indigenas.ghtml
https://g1.globo.com/ap/amapa/noticia/ato-em-macapa-pede-protecao-contra-exploracao-mineral-em-reserva-do-ap.ghtml
https://g1.globo.com/ap/amapa/noticia/ato-em-macapa-pede-protecao-contra-exploracao-mineral-em-reserva-do-ap.ghtml
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and the narrator presents a 
flashback about Renca; 
 
 
 
 
indigenous persons are 
portrayed as active actors in 
the event. 

- N: A portrait shows sociologist Tiago Ribeiro (expert/grassroots actor), 
and his wife (grassroots actor). 
- Sociologist (expert/grassroots actor): "We are against polishing the 
Amazon with the extinction of Renca. They will take our wealth and 

leave nothing but misery and social problems. We have examples here 
in Amapá of what happens with mining, which is not only exploitation 

of ore, but will explore wood and other riches”. 
- A portrait pictures a singer. Legend says, N: Act had presentations by 
local artists such as Paulinho Bastos. 

- N: Created in 1984 and located between the states of Amapá and Pará, 
Renca has more than 4 million hectares, approximately the size of 

Denmark. The area, which lies on the border between South and 

Southwest of Amapá and northwestern Pará, has potential for 
exploration of gold and other minerals such as iron, manganese and 
tantalum. [...]. 
- A human action image pictures an indian painting the face of a 

grassroots actor. Legend says, N: Act in defense of the Amazon in 
Amapá, Macapá.  
- N: The decision is contested by non-governmental organizations, 

environmentalists and celebrities. [...] The Ministry of the Environment 

stated that "no conservation unit will be reached".  
- A human action picture shows indigenous peoples dressed in 
traditional and ‘Western’ clothes on the stage, talking to the public, 
where the viewer's gaze is located, which puts the focus on their speech. 
Legend says, N: Indigenous people from several villages in Amapá 

participated in the demonstration. / Next, an environmental image 
shows the stage at a long distance and grassroots actors spread around 
the event. Legend says, N: Act in defense of the Amazon happens on the 
border of Macapá. 

Resolution: no resolution. - No resolution. 

Coda: no coda. - No coda. 

Evaluation: a public demonstration against the Renca decree happens today in Macapá. 

 
Article 6. G1 (August 28, 2017). “CNBB and bishops' coalition of 9 countries condemn opening of the Amazon 
area to mining”. Available in: https://g1.globo.com/natureza/noticia/cnbb-e-coalizao-de-bispos-de-9-
paises-condenam-abertura-de-area-na-amazonia-a-mineracao.ghtml. Last accessed: April 30, 2018. Size: 
Major. Genre: News. Main topic: Other (Church). Author: BBC Brasil. 
 
(..) 
 
Article 7. G1 (September 6, 2017). “Justice of the PA requires consultation of indigenous peoples about 
exploitation in Renca”. Available in: https://g1.globo.com/ap/amapa/noticia/justica-do-ap-obriga-
consulta-a-povos-indigenas-sobre-exploracao-na-renca.ghtml. Last accessed: May 13, 2018. Size: Medium. 
Genre: News. Main topic: Indigenous peoples, Mining Policy. Author: G1 - Macapá. 
 

STORY DISCOURSE 

Abstract: the article is about 
the need for consultation of 
indigenous peoples regarding 
Renca. 
Orientation: time: now, recent 

- N: Justice of the PA requires consultation of indigenous peoples 

about exploitation in Renca/ Actions were joined by Senator Randolfe 
Rodrigues (Rede-AP) and MPF [Ministry]. Federal Government 

suspended decree effects to open 'ample debate' about mineral reserve. 
- A human action image shows Wajãpi man and women holding a sign 

https://g1.globo.com/natureza/noticia/cnbb-e-coalizao-de-bispos-de-9-paises-condenam-abertura-de-area-na-amazonia-a-mineracao.ghtml
https://g1.globo.com/natureza/noticia/cnbb-e-coalizao-de-bispos-de-9-paises-condenam-abertura-de-area-na-amazonia-a-mineracao.ghtml
https://g1.globo.com/ap/amapa/noticia/justica-do-ap-obriga-consulta-a-povos-indigenas-sobre-exploracao-na-renca.ghtml
https://g1.globo.com/ap/amapa/noticia/justica-do-ap-obriga-consulta-a-povos-indigenas-sobre-exploracao-na-renca.ghtml
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past; places: Amapá; 
participants: political actors, 
indigenous 
peoples/protesters, expert. 

that says “Wajãpi in defense of the Amazon”. They hold spears and 
wear traditional clothes. Legend, N: Territory of the Wajãpi indigenous 
tribe is in the area within the Renca. 

Initial situation: the federal 
justice requires from the 
government consultation with 
indigenous peoples regarding 
Renca. 

- N: (...) the Federal Justice appreciated actions filed in Amapá against 
the decision of the Federal Government, and determined that it is 
mandatory to consultation with indigenous peoples regarding any 
intervention in the area. 

Complicating action: even 
after the decree effects were 
annulled, it remains a threat 
because only the President 
can revoke it. 

- N: Renca has an area of almost 4 million hectares on the border 

between South and Southeast Amapá and northern Pará. After the 
negative repercussion of the extinction of the mineral reserve, which 

has potential for gold, iron, manganese and tantalum, the Government 

Federal suspended the effects of the decree through an ordinance. [...] 
However, the decree remains in force. Only the president of the 

Republic can revoke it. The objective of the government in annulling 
the effects of the measure is to gain time to discuss with society the 
extinction of the reserve. 

What happens Next: the 
narrator explains that the 
consent of the local citizens 
(indigenous included) is 
needed; 
 
a judge advocates for public 
debate and indigenous 
peoples political 
participation; 
 
 
 
 
 
 
the government: exploration 
won't affect the environment. 
 

- N: With the ruling of the amapaense justice system, the peoples living 

in the region, such as the Wajãpi, will have to be consulted about the 
intervention in the areas for subsequent authorization by the National 
Congress.  

- A map shows where Renca is located (national scales and references). 
No legend. 
- A Judge [expert]: "As you can see, the debate that the President of the 
Republic is now proposing should have been promoted even before 
Renca's extinction, since it is not wise to discuss the convenience and 
effects of an act after having practiced it," of the decision. 
- Judge [expert]:: "And it is true that the indigenous communities have 
much to say about this alleged regularization of mineral exploration in 
Renca, not only because they already suffer the deleterious 
consequences of clandestine exploitation, but also because of the 
possibility of serious affectation [...] of the rivers and igarapés that cut 

their lands, ". 
- N: … Still according to the government, the mineral exploration will 
not affect the areas of environmental protection within the Renca. 
- An environmental image shows a green area. Indigenous persons in 
traditional clothes stand below a tree. It is possible to see a sign by a 
shelter to the right where it is written “Wajãpi peoples in defense of 

Amazon”. Legend, N: Federal Government says exploration in the area 
will not affect preservation sites. 

Resolution: no resolution. - No resolution. 

Coda: no coda. - No coda. 

Evaluation: popular consultation is needed regarding the Renca decree. 

 
Article 8. G1 (August 25, 2017). “Ivete Sangalo and other celebrities demonstrate against decree that extinguishes 
forest reserve in the North Region”. Available in: https://g1.globo.com/politica/noticia/ivete-sangalo-e-
outros-famosos-se-manifestam-contra-decreto-que-extingue-reserva-florestal-na-regiao-norte.ghtml. Last 
accessed: May 26, 2018. Size: Medium. Genre: News. Main topic: Environmental, Other (Celebrity). 
Author: G1. 
 

https://g1.globo.com/politica/noticia/ivete-sangalo-e-outros-famosos-se-manifestam-contra-decreto-que-extingue-reserva-florestal-na-regiao-norte.ghtml
https://g1.globo.com/politica/noticia/ivete-sangalo-e-outros-famosos-se-manifestam-contra-decreto-que-extingue-reserva-florestal-na-regiao-norte.ghtml
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STORY DISCOURSE 

Abstract: the article is about 
the celebrities who are 
demonstrating (on social 
media) against the Renca 
decree. 
Orientation: time: now, recent 
past,; places: internet, Amazon, 
participants: celebrities, political 
actors. 

- N: Ivete Sangalo and other celebrities demonstrate against decree 

that extinguishes forest reserve in the North Region/”Playing with 

our patrimony? What a great absurdity,“ said the singer. Measure 
expected to release mineral exploration in forest area. 

- A video shows (cover image) a Tweet by Gisele Bündchen (celebrity) 
where it is possible to read “Shame! They are giving away our Amazon! 

We cannot destroy our protected areas for private interests.”. Legend, 
N: Artists demonstrate against presidential decree that extinguishes 
forest reserve. 

Initial situation: a celebrity 
protests against the Renca 
decree. 

- N: Ivete Sangalo used her Instagram to protest against the 
presidential decree that extinguishes the National Reserve of Copper 

and Associates (Renca). The area, with more than 4 million hectares, is 
on the border between South and Southwest of Amapá and 
Northwest of Pará. 
- Ivete Sangalo (celebrity): "Hard news to accept. Playing with our 

patrimony? What a great absurdity. There's gotta be enough” 

Complicating action: (not 
explicit: celebrities are raising 
their voices against Renca). 

 - Not explicit. 

What happens Next: other 
celebrities are manifesting; 
 
 
a series of social media posts 
by celebrities is presented; 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

- N: Other celebrities have used the hashtag "#AllForAmazon" to show 
that they disagree with the decision and started a campaign on social 
networks. The singer Elba Ramalho and the actors Igor Rickli and 

Giovanna Ewbank were among those who criticized the decree. 
- The first image shows the same Tweet by Gisele Bündchen (celebrity) 
that illustrates the cover. 
- The second image is an Instagram post by an actor (celebrity). The 
image represents the forest as the “lungs of the world”. The text says: 
One day ... one hour ... our account will arrive. AND IT'S OURS ... 
#amazon #allforamazon #sosamazon. 
- The third image is an Instagram post by singer (celebrity). Again, the 
image represents the forest as the “lungs of the world”. The text says: I 
invite all Brazilians to say no to the relaxation of the protection of our 
Amazon ... this is our forest, our water, our life, our planet! 
- The fourth image is an Instagram post by an actress (celebrity). The 
image represents trees in the format of a heart. The text says: Let's unite 
for our #amazon! I can not believe in such regression and lack of 

respect for our nature! Environment experts are unanimous in stating 
that the measure will have a negative impact on the region. According 
to them, deforestation will be more intense, there will be more 
burnings and more pollution in rivers, indigenous tribes may have 
their integrity threatened, as well as have conflicts over land. 
- The fifth image is an Instagram post by an actor (celebrity). The image 
shows two indigenous persons (dressed traditionally). One of them 
shows his back to the camera, where it is written in ink “Out Temer”. 
The other person stands by his side, looking at the camera. Te text says: 
THE DESTRUCTIVE CAPACITY OF THIS NEFAST FIGURE 
[TEMER] IS UNBELIEVABLE! Horrible News Behind the Other ... 
Criminal Decisions Happen in Geometric Progression! 
- The last image is an Instagram post by an actress (celebrity). The 
image shows herself walking in a forest in bathing suits. The text is the 
same as we see in image four.  
- Senator [political actor]: "According to information from WWF Brazil 
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a political actor who wants to 
stop the Renca decree speaks; 
environmental concern is 
presented first, then 
indigenous lands (political 
participation not evoked, only 
recognition of status). 
 

[...], Renca's extinction is an 'announced catastrophe', which puts at risk 
the nine protected areas that are within the limits of the reserve,"  
- N: The senator also affirms that there are indigenous communities in 
the area and says that it is up to the National Congress to authorize, on 
indigenous lands, the exploration and exploitation of water resources 

and research and mining of mineral wealth. For the parliamentarian, 
the decree is unconstitutional. 

Resolution: no resolution. - No resolution. 

Coda: no coda. - No coda. 

Evaluation: celebrities are protesting against the Renca decree. 

 
Article 9. G1 (August 8, 2017). “Extinction of reserve in AP for mining may impact preserved areas and 
indigenous lands, warns NGO”. Available in: https://g1.globo.com/ap/amapa/noticia/extincao-de-
reserva-no-ap-para-mineracao-pode-impactar-areas-preservadas-e-terras-indigenas-alerta-ong.ghtml. Last 
accessed: May 13, 2018. Size: Medium. Genre: News. Main topic: Indigenous peoples. Author: G1 - Amapá. 
 
(..) 
 
Article 10. G1 (August 25, 2017). “Extinction of reserve is "attack on the Amazon", say activists”. Available in: 
https://g1.globo.com/natureza/noticia/extincao-de-reserva-e-ataque-a-amazonia-dizem-ativistas.ghtml. 
Last accessed: May 13, 2018.  Size: Major. Genre: News. Main topic: Environment, Mining Policy. Author: 
Deutsche Welle. 
 
(..) 
 
Article 11. Amazônia Real (September 27, 2017). “Renca's revocation shows that environmental pressure is 
strong in defense of the Amazon”. Available in: http://amazoniareal.com.br/revogacao-da-renca-mostra-
que-e-forte-pressao-ambiental-em-defesa-da-amazonia/. Last accessed: April 7, 2018. Size: Major. Genre: 
News. Main topic: Environmental. Author: Amazônia Real. 
 

STORY DISCOURSE 

Abstract: the article is about 
the pressure of activists. 
Orientation: time: Recent 
past, place: Manaus, capital of 
the Amazônia state. Belém, 
capital of the Pará state, 
participants: NGO, activists, 
political actor (the Brazilian 
government). 

- N: Renca's revocation shows that environmental pressure is strong in 

defense of the Amazon/ Following the national and international 
pressure to defend the Amazon and its traditional population, the 

government of President Michel Temer (PMDB) published [...] canceling 
the extinction of [Renca]. With an area of 47 thousand square kilometers, 

the mineral reserve was created during the military government 33 years 
ago, but was preserved between the states of Pará and Amapá.” 
- The cover image (human action) depicts diverse people/protesters 

(non-identified) holding a sign that says “#AllForAmazon”. They are 
celebrating. The legend says (N): “According to Márcio Astrini, 

coordinator of Public Policies of Greenpeace, the government made a 
mistake in opening the reserve to mining.” 

Initial Situation: the narrator 
makes a summary of the 
Renca decree conflict - since 
its announcement to its 
repeal. (This is a narrative by 
itself, but I am considering it 

- N: “Following the national and international pressure to defend 

Amazon and its traditional population (...)”; “With the reaction of 
environmentalists, traditional leaders, artists, researchers and a 
mobilization in social networks, the president revoked the decree (...)”; 
- N: “[...] major industries of the sector would affect eight Conservation 
Units (UC's), among them the Tumucumaque Mountains National Park 
and the Wajãpi Indigenous Land, both in Amapá.” 

https://g1.globo.com/ap/amapa/noticia/extincao-de-reserva-no-ap-para-mineracao-pode-impactar-areas-preservadas-e-terras-indigenas-alerta-ong.ghtml
https://g1.globo.com/ap/amapa/noticia/extincao-de-reserva-no-ap-para-mineracao-pode-impactar-areas-preservadas-e-terras-indigenas-alerta-ong.ghtml
https://g1.globo.com/natureza/noticia/extincao-de-reserva-e-ataque-a-amazonia-dizem-ativistas.ghtml
http://amazoniareal.com.br/revogacao-da-renca-mostra-que-e-forte-pressao-ambiental-em-defesa-da-amazonia/
http://amazoniareal.com.br/revogacao-da-renca-mostra-que-e-forte-pressao-ambiental-em-defesa-da-amazonia/


76 

 

in the wider context of the 
article). 

Complicating action: the 
narrator talks about the 
fragility in forest monitoring, 
which involves problems like 
and licensing, the unbridled 
immigration, then 
preservation of indigenous 
rights, then deforestation. 
 

- After the subheading “Fragility in forest monitoring” portrait image 
shows Wajãpi women and children. They have . The legend says (N): 
“The Wajãpi Indians would be most affected by the Renca mineral 
exploration” 
- N: “For Barreto [expert], licensing is increasingly fragile and is not 
responding to solving environmental cases”. 
- N: “The researcher sees the initiative of the Government as a threat and 
says that it goes far beyond Renca. "We realize that they are willing to 
allow exploitation on indigenous lands. Congress came out with 
something isolated, but in fact it is coming out with a package of 
measures against the environmental area. This has to be watched out," he 
says.” 
- N (highlights in a box): “Another threat is the increase in 

deforestation”. 

What happens next: the 
narrator talks about the 
“public pressure” that 
overturned the decree. 
 

 

 
 
The narrator talks about the 
warnings from ICMBio (a 
Brazilian Institute for the 
protection of Biodiversity). 

- The article brings a human action image of protesters during the 
demonstration . The legend says: “Protest #AllForAmazon in Manaus”. 
- Astrini (NGO actor): “[the decree] was not discussed with the local 
populations, the society or with those who work in the forest" 
- The public policy coordinator believes that the retreat proves how 
much the Amazon is watched and loved by Brazilians. 

- An image of the Renca area depicts a river surrounded by trees. The 
legend says (N): “Araguari River and the forests of the Tumucumaque 

Mountains”. 
- N: “In addition to these areas there are two indigenous lands 

superimposed on Renca: Rio Paru D'Este (PA) and Waiãpi (AP); where 
mining is permitted if the National Congress has the consent of 

indigenous peoples. 

Resolution: the narrator 
addresses the “society’s 
victory” and Renca's CPMI, a 
commission created to 
investigate the complaint of 
favoritism of Canadian 
entrepreneurs in the 
publication of the decree. 
 

- A protester is portrayed in a human action image. The legend says (N): 
Mobilization #AllForAmazon in Manaus. 
- N: Jaime Gesisky, an NGO policy specialist, said the movement 
represents a victory for society. "There are many risks to Renca's 
extinction, such as increased deforestation and violence in the event of a 

disorderly occupation," 
- Gesisky (NGO actor): It is necessary to establish parameters and mainly 
reach for those populations that live there and ask what they think. It is 
the State's obligation to consult with local populations to ascertain 
whether they agree to this type of procedure, of undertaking in their 
area. The government did not do that. He took no care. He was not 

democratic, "he says. 
- N: Senator Randolfe Rodrigues (political), who heads the CPMI, 
celebrated the revocation in a video released on social networks. "This is 
an achievement of the Indians, the chestnut trees workers, the people of 
the forest. It is an achievement of the Brazilian people. This is proof 
that together we have won our rights. The fight continues in defense of 

the Amazon, "he said. 

Coda: no coda. - No coda. 

Evaluation: activists and Brazilian society protect the Amazon. 

 
Article 12. Amazônia Real (August 8, 2017). “Renca opening for mining has voices against and favor in Amapá”. 
Available in: http://amazoniareal.com.br/abertura-da-renca-para-mineracao-tem-vozes-contra-e-favor-

http://amazoniareal.com.br/abertura-da-renca-para-mineracao-tem-vozes-contra-e-favor-no-amapa/
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no-amapa/ . Last accessed: May 10, 2018. Size: Major. Genre: News. Main topic: Environmental concern. 
Author: Amazônia Real. 
 
(..) 
 
Article 13. Amazônia Real (August 28, 2018). “Government Temer changes the Renca decree in the Amazon, but 
does not convince”. Available in: http://amazoniareal.com.br/governo-temer-muda-decreto-da-renca-na-
amazonia-mas-nao-convence/ . Last accessed: April 30, 2018. Size: Major. Genre: News. Main topic: 
Environmental concern, Protest. Author: Amazônia Real. 
 
(..) 
 

Article 14. Amazônia Real (November 9, 2017). Originally published on Mongabay. “Indigenous lands at 
risk, Temer's giveaway of the Amazon goes on”. Available in: http://amazoniareal.com.br/terras-de-
indigenas-em-risco-entrega-da-amazonia-por-temer-continua/ . Last accessed: April 30, 2018. Size: Major. 
Genre: Opinionated. Main topic: Political, environmental concern. Author: expert 
 

STORY DISCOURSE 

Abstract: the article is about 
the risk of the Renca decree 
to indigenous lands. 
Orientation: time: now, 
recent past; places: Brasília; 
participants: indigenous 
persons/protesters. 

- N: Indigenous lands at risk, Temer's giveaway of the Amazon goes on 
- The cover image depicts human action. Three indigenous persons 

dressed in both ‘western’ and traditional clothes hold signs in what 
seems to be a demonstration. Their T-shirts say “PEC 215” (refers to a 
law related to the demarcation of indigenous lands). No legend. 

Initial situation: Michel 
Temer is presented as an 
unpopular president accused 
of corruption. He is also said 
to be aligned with the 
"ruralists" (who represent the 
large landowners) for 
political (avoid his 
impeachment) and financial 
interests. 
 

- N: [President Michel Temer]... obtaining the necessary votes to prevent 
removal from office involved each time granting astronomical sums in 
various forms to selected federal deputies. The cost was not only 
financial - it was also paid for by the environment, especially in the 
Amazon. 
- N: Negotiations between ruralists and the government to allow 

agribusiness to rent Indigenous Lands apparently continued after the 
President's denial (...). The most visible ruralist deputy behind the 
proposal was Luiz Carlos Heinze, who is best known for his assertion in 
2014 that Indians (along with gays, lesbians and quilombolas) 
represent "everything that is not good." 
- A portrait shows Temer talking with other politicians. They are all 
white old men and they all laugh. They don’t look at the camera, but to 
each other. Legend says, N: President Michel Temer, during a meeting 
with ministers of the economic area. 

Complicating action: there 
are many illegal practices in 
Temer’s actions, which are 
motivated by political 
interests (surviving a second 
removal from office vote). 

- N: The favoring of President Temer to the ruralist demand to open 

Indigenous Lands for rent goes back to the prelude to the second 
impeachment vote. (...) It should be noted that it is a common tactic by 
politicians in Brazil (as in other countries) to deny controversial plans 

that, in fact, remain unchanged (...).  

What happens Next: the 
narrator talks about the 
political favors that Temer 
has done for the ruralists in 
exchange for their support 
(avoiding Temer’s 

- A human action image depicts a protest. A woman is in the front, and 
other people follow behind her holding a sign that says “General strike 
in Brazil #OutTemer”. Legend says, N: Brazilians protest against the 
Temer government in Peru. 
- N: About forty percent of the Chamber of Deputies are controlled by 
the ruralists: an estimated number of at least 210 of the 513 House 

http://amazoniareal.com.br/abertura-da-renca-para-mineracao-tem-vozes-contra-e-favor-no-amapa/
http://amazoniareal.com.br/governo-temer-muda-decreto-da-renca-na-amazonia-mas-nao-convence/
http://amazoniareal.com.br/governo-temer-muda-decreto-da-renca-na-amazonia-mas-nao-convence/
http://amazoniareal.com.br/terras-de-indigenas-em-risco-entrega-da-amazonia-por-temer-continua/
http://amazoniareal.com.br/terras-de-indigenas-em-risco-entrega-da-amazonia-por-temer-continua/
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impeachment); 
 
 
and details what are the 
ruralists demands in relation 
to indigenous lands. 
 

members, or enough to block an impeachment vote. Days before the first 
impeachment vote on August 2, President Temer made an incredible 
series of concessions for the ruralists. 
- A human action image depicts a protest. Indigenous peoples (mostly 
men) dressed in both western and traditional clothes seem to ‘march’ 
together in Brasilia. They don’t look at the camera, their gaze is directed 
to where they are heading. Legend says, N: Indians demonstrate in front 
of Planalto Palace. /Uru-Eu-Wau-Wau Indians demonstrating against 
loggers in Rondônia. 
- N: The ruralists demand to open indigenous areas to rent land in 
"partnerships" between the indigenous and the agribusiness 

represents a direct impact on the forest. Indigenous lands protect more 
the Amazonian forest than the Conservation Units that are administered 
by the Ministry of the Environment. Clearing the way for deforestation 
in these areas would be an unprecedented disaster for the Amazon 
rainforest.  
- The plan to open indigenous lands led Marcio Astrini, public policy 

coordinator for Greenpeace-Brazil, to describe Temer as "the worst 
president in history for the socio-environmental area." 

Resolution: no resolution. - No resolution. 

Coda: no coda. - No coda. 

Evaluation: Temer is a corrupt President, bad for the environment and indigenous peoples. 

 
Article 15. Amazônia Real (September 20, 2017). “As the caravan passes by”. Available in: 
http://amazoniareal.com.br/enquanto-caravana-passa/ . Last accessed: May 10, 2018.  Size: Major. Genre: 
Opinionated. Main topic: Other (critique to media). Author: Amazônia Real. 
 

STORY DISCOURSE 

Abstract: the article is about 
the Brazilian celebrities 
protest against Renca. 
Orientation: time: now, 
recent past; places: Brasília; 
participants: 
celebrities/protesters. 

- N: “As the caravan passes by” 
- A human action image portrays Brazilian celebrities (know by the 
audience because they constantly appear in TV Globo) holding signs 
(#Restist, #AllForAmazon). They wear formal clothes and a green 
badge. No legend. 

Initial situation: the narrator 
presents (and criticizes) the 
text of an online petition 
against Renca which is lead 
by Brazilian celebrities. 
 
Ps. the text itself is a 
narrative, but it is considered 
in the wider context of the 
article. 

- (The text) "In a sneaky light, the Temer government has ordered the 
end of one of the Amazon's largest reserves to expand mining. This 
may be the end of the forest. Let's stop it! Canadian miners were 
alerted 5 months before the public about it. But what the president did 
not expect was the revolt that this news would generate, and if we use 
that moment to show our indignation, we can press the president to 
revoke the decree. If we create a gigantic movement against mining in 
the Amazon now, by adding our voices, we can stop this retrogression 

that threatens the forest! Sign the petition to protect the Amazon. " 
- N: The list is drawn by Avaaz, an institution that presents itself as "an 
online mobilization community that brings the voice of civil society to 

global politics," bringing together millions of affiliates around the 

world. The call has been so convincing that it is already reaching two 
million signatures. Adhesions are motivated both by the dramatic and 

catastrophic tone of the text and - and perhaps most importantly - by the 
emergence of impact leaders such as the actresses Suzana Vieira and 

http://amazoniareal.com.br/enquanto-caravana-passa/
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Cristiane Torloni, and the singers Ivete Sangalo and Fafá de Belém. 
- A human action image portrays a meeting between politicians [mostly 
white men] and celebrities [mostly white women]. Legend says, N: 

Artists in audience with the mayor, Rodrigo Maia, and the president of 

the Senate, Eunício Oliveira. 

Complicating action: 

celebrities act like that in 
favor of mainstream media. 
 

- N: Celebrities are always powerful catalysts. They would not be so 
much if they did not receive the preferential treatment of TV Globo, to 
which they are connected. There is an obvious commercial component in 
the partnership. But there is also the empathy of the middle class with 
the Amazon, symbol of global ecological awareness, the second 
ecology theme after global warming, in which the largest natural 

resource frontier and the largest tropical forest on the planet, at the 
same time, among others impact titles, is related. The three brothers 

Marinho, owners of Globo, consider themselves defenders of the 

environment and two of them have been in the region (...), quite 
discreetly, even during the public acts in which the famous were added 
to activists of greater curriculum in this type of action. 

What happens Next: the 
mobilization resulted in good 
news for Renca; 
 

- N: The mobilization took effect immediately. Temer went back, 
promised to listen to the national and international community and 
offered assurances that the forest would be preserved, as well as 

indigenous lands. (...). Is the Amazon saved? 
- N: Taken to the final consequences of the opening text, the undersigned 
would entail a definitive and complete veto to mining in the Amazon. It 
is a goal as viable as it has been the search for zero deforestation or 
soybean mortgages. The subsoil of the region is exceptionally rich, 
especially that of Pará, whose geological structure resembles that of 
South Africa. These deposits support the world's largest iron, bauxite, 
kaolin and manganese mining, as well as alumina, aluminum, nickel, 

copper and gold developments. In fact, they are intense and impactful 
activities, lacking a more rigorous treatment and a more efficient 

control. Without which they will yield little for the region. 
- An environmental aerial image shows a river surrounded by green 
trees. Legend says, N: Rio Araguari and the forests of the Tumucumaque 
Sierras National Park, in Amapá, an area affected by Renca. 

- N: At the end of a profound and lucid reflection on the meaning of 
mining and its prospects, new mining could be prevented. The analysis, 
however, would have to reach another level: can one change the 
colonial form, pure enclave, of the great mining in the Amazon, or is it 
an inevitable colonial legacy for the new frontiers of natural wealth? 

Resolution: back to the 
celebrities mobilization 
(caravan), the narrator 
affirms that media power and 
the destruction (of Amazon) 
proceeds anyway. 
 

 

- N: Solidarity movements, such as those that lead to this new wave of 
petitions, are always positive. But as a reaction to a harmful initiative of 

the public power and its satellites and as a provocation to the 
deepening of knowledge accompanied by decisions. As this second 
moment is usually overlooked, the episodic mobilization ends up being 
a spasm of heavy conscience about what has been constant in the recent 
history of the Amazon: the caravan of good intentions and passionate 
adhesions passes and destruction proceeds. 

Coda: no coda. - No coda. 

Evaluation: celebrity activist  is tied with media interests. 

 
Article 16. Amazônia Real (December 27, 2017). “Renca haunts quilombola community of Conceição do Maracá, 
in Amapá”. Available in: http://amazoniareal.com.br/renca-assombra-comunidade-quilombola-de-

http://amazoniareal.com.br/renca-assombra-comunidade-quilombola-de-conceicao-do-maraca-no-amapa/
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conceicao-do-maraca-no-amapa/ . Last accessed: May 11, 2018. Size: Major. Genre: News. Main topic: 
Human. Author: columnist. 
 
(..) 
 
Article 17. Amazônia Real (September 19, 2017). “‘Loose’ Mining in the Amazon”. Available in: 
http://amazoniareal.com.br/mineracao-solta-na-amazonia/ . Last accessed: April 30, 2018. Size: Major. 
Genre: Opinionated. Main topic: Environmental concern, political. Author: expert (originally published on 
Mongabay). 
 
(..) 
 

Article 18. Amazônia Real (August 28, 2017). “The Phantom of the Copper”. Available in: 
http://amazoniareal.com.br/o-fantasma-do-cobre/ . Last accessed: April 30, 2018. Size: Major. Genre: 
News. Main topic: Environmental concern. Author: Expert (Sociologist/Journalist). 
 

STORY DISCOURSE 

Abstract: mining (copper) is 
an old/scaring problem 
(phantom). 
Orientation: time: past, now, 
future; places: Amazon (Pará 
and Amapá); participants: 
political actors.  

- N: The Phantom of the Copper. 

- The cover picture is an environmental image of a mining site where 
several trucks can be seen. No green areas surround the place. A 
Legend says, N: Mining in Carajás in Pará. 

Initial situation: the narrator 
explains the context of the 
Renca decree. 
 

- Senator Randolfe Rodrigues: "the biggest crime against the Amazon 
rainforest since 1970"  
- N: In an apocalyptic tone, the opposition senator identified the threat: 
Decree 9.142, which President Michel Temer had only sanctioned hours 
before. 
- N: [about president Temer’s decree] ... threat of an invasion of an area 

of 4.6 million hectares between Pará and Amapá , by multinationals 
and gold prospectors for the tasting of gold, copper, manganese, iron 

and as many minerals as those of Carajás, on the other side of the 
Amazon river, the largest mineral province on the planet. 

- N: The mere existence of the decree would be a reason to place in 
grave danger several conservation units scattered throughout this area 

and the existence of indigenous groups, who until now seemed to live 

in an untouchable paradise, to give credit to the descriptions of those 
who attacked the measure as authentic act of lesa-patria - or even lesa-
humanity, by its catastrophic dimension. 

- N: The evil decree extinguished [Renca] on August 22. 
- An environmental image shows Renca (a big green area) in an aerial 
perspective. Legend, N: Renca's current image in Google Earth: a 
preserved area in the Amazon. 

Complicating action: (not 
explicit - refers to the old 
power structures in Amazon, 
see abstract for example). 

- Not explicit. 

What happens Next: the 
narrator explains Renca in the 
contexts of its creation, during 
the military dictatorship in 

- N: Getat [political actor] [should] under the national security doctrine, 
in the land conflicts and social tensions in the expansion of the 

national economic frontier by the Amazonian backlands. Gebam 
[political actor] should prevent multinationals from taking over the 

http://amazoniareal.com.br/renca-assombra-comunidade-quilombola-de-conceicao-do-maraca-no-amapa/
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Brazil; 
 
Illegal deforestation and 
mining in Amazon 
(conservation areas and 
indigenous lands) have 
always happened; the 
alignment of the government 
with multinational mining 
companies is addressed; the 
consequences will be bad for 
the environment, indigenous 
peoples are described as 
“amicable”; 
 
 
 
mining activities are not 
necessarily bad for the forest 
and indigenous peoples, but 
there is a “ghost” (colonial 
power) in national structure in 
the conduction of Amazon, 
and the media play a role in 
the power dynamics. 

abundant mineral wealth on the other side of Carajás [...] one of the 
richest manganese deposits in the world. 
- N: In this more than 30 years, the activity of the garimpeiros was 
uninterrupted. No one asked that they be prevented from entering these 
places while the nine conservation units of various types and an 
indigenous area were created.  
- N: With the extinction of the condition of reserve, this huge area will 
be invaded by multinationals, who are behind the scenes, with 
voracious appetite, [...]. This is what the Temer government wants, 
wanting to find new private resources to try to revive the economy, the 

mineral in particular. But it is unlikely that there will be an immediate 
boom of new ores as a result of "mine maps" in powerful hands, or that 
the nature reserves will be destroyed. 
- N: [About the illegal deforestation and mining activity in Carajás] Still, 
there is the last concentration of the original bush of what was once a 

true Eden. And the Xikrin Indians of Cateté live amicably with the 
mining company.  
- N: The shouting around a ghost remnant of the era of national 

security doctrine in the conduct of Amazonian affairs (although it 
remains in force), the moment is now for reflection.  
- N: The issue requires serious debate, with the right information and 
clear purpose. Or again the victim will be the Amazon - and once 
again, people as well-intentioned as uninformed about their history. 
- N: There are many people, well intentioned or not, wanting to appear 
with RENCA ... What is behind this media campaign? (Globo, Folha, 
etc.) [Brazilian media] ... 
- After the RENCA, environmental and indigenous reserves were 
created in its interior, and have not now been repealed ... Geology and 
mining coexist well with the forest and indigenous reserves of 
Carajás ... Agribusiness is always questioning them ... 
- they forget the hundreds of species of fauna and flora that have been 
destroyed. 

Resolution: agrobusiness is 
not necessarily bad, but it is 
destroying the Amazon  

- I am not against agribusiness, but I am against what agribusiness is 
doing with the Amazon, occupying large areas without social and 

environmental sustainability. 

Coda: no coda. - No coda. 

Evaluation: mining is not bad, but represents an old structure of power in Amazon. 

 

Article 19. Amazônia Real (November 3, 2017). “Narratives and environmental conflicts in the contemporary 
Amazon”. Available in: http://amazoniareal.com.br/narrativas-e-conflitos-ambientais-na-amazonia-
contemporanea/. Last accessed: April 30, 2018. Size: Major. Genre: News. Main topic: Environmental 
concern, traditional populations. Author: grassroots actor/expert. 
 
(..) 
 
Article 20. Amazônia Real (November 3, 2017). “The (unacceptable) duality of the state with the environmental 
‘faroeste caboclo’ in the Amazon”. Available in: http://amazoniareal.com.br/dualidade-inaceitavel-do-
estado-com-o-ambiente-de-faroeste-caboclo-na-amazonia-legal/ . Last accessed: April 30, 2018. Size: 
Major. Genre: News. Main topic: Environmental concern, indigenous people. Author: Expert 
(Anthropologist). 
 
(..) 
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RENCA - ADDITIONAL SAMPLE 
 

Article 21. Al Jazeera (September 1, 2017). “Brazil suspends Amazon reserve plan but threats remain”. 
Available in: http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2017/09/brazil-suspends-amazon-reserve-plan-threats-
remain-170831232816026.html. Last accessed: December 10, 2017. Size: Major. Genre: News. Main topic: 
Environment. Author: Al Jazeera. 
 

STORY DISCOURSE 

Abstract: the decree is 
suspended but there is a 
threat that remains. 
Orientation: time: present, 
recent past, place: Brasilia, 
participants: political actors 
(Brazilian government), 
activists, grassroots actor. 

- N: “Brazil suspends Amazon reserve plan, but threats 

remain”/“Environmental activists have warned that a vast Amazon 

reserve in Brazil is still under threat despite the suspension of a 
government decree that would have opened it up to commercial 

mining.” 

- Cover image is a portrait of a civil protester holding a sign that says 
“All for Amazon”. The legend says, N: “The large Renca reserve 
straddles the northern states of Amapá and Pará and is home to 

resources such as manganese, iron, and gold.”  

Initial Situation: the federal 
court suspends the Renca 
decree. 

- N: ”(...) [the Renca reserve] is nearly the size of Denmark”. 
 

Complicating action: 
activists say that Brazil's 
Congress is dominated by 
ranching and mining 
interests. 

- N: “Environmental groups immediately blasted the decree as 
catastrophic, prompting Temer to issue an updated version of (...) which 
further detailed protection measures to forest conservation unites and 

indigenous territories inside the reserve.” 

What happens next: the 
narrator takes the reader to 
the past, when the AJ 
reporters visited Wajapi’s 
territory and presents data on 
the indigenous peoples rights 
in Brazil and the Wajapi’s 
territory. 
 

- N: “Al Jazeera visited Almira village in the Indigenous Wajapi people’s 
territory, a two-hour drive by dirt road inside the Renca reserve. Men 
and women go bare chested wearing the tribe's traditional dress of a 
red knee-length skirt with long slits up the sides; and traditional 
lifestyle involves hunting deer and other forest animals, fishing, 
growing manioc, bananas and other crops, as well as collecting water 
and bathing in the rivers”. 
- Jawaura (Wajapi leader): "Our culture depends on our land."; "When 
the miners leave the destruction of the land will remain."; "The mining 
companies will offer material things for us. If we accept this, it will be 
a mistake." 
- A map of Brazil highlighting the capital Brasília, the states of Amapá 
and Pará and the area in between them.  
- N: “Critics say that none of the three traditional communities inside 

the reserve were consulted regarding the decision, despite it being a 
requirement of Brazil’s constitution.” 

Resolution: no resolution. - No resolution. 

Coda: the narrator takes the 
reader back to the present, 
when environmentalists, 
experts, and political actors 
speak.  

- N: “According to Marcelo Oliveira from WWF Brasil, illegal mining in 
Renca reserve has left the rivers with high level of mercury.” 
- Feijao (national business actor) says: “Seventy-two percent of Amapá 
state is already conservation area and these don’t create jobs.” 
- Antonio (local politician) says: "The business owners get rich while the 
environmental destruction and poverty gets left for the state [of Pará]." 

Evaluation: the decree would harm the environment and indigenous peoples rights. 

 

http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2017/09/brazil-suspends-amazon-reserve-plan-threats-remain-170831232816026.html
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Article 22. Al Jazeera (August 30, 2017). “Brazil court suspends mining on Amazon's Renca reserve”. Available 
in: https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2017/08/brazil-court-suspends-mining-amazon-renca-reserve-
170830191319236.html . Last accessed: May 19, 2017. Size: Major. Genre: News. Main topic: Political, 
Economical. Environment. Author: Al Jazeera.  
 
(..) 
 

Article 23. New York Times (September 18, 2017). “In the Amazon, a Catastrophic Gold Rush Looms”. 
Available in: https://www.nytimes.com/2017/09/18/opinion/in-the-amazon-a-catastrophic-gold-rush-
looms.html . Last accessed: May 21, 2018. Size: Major. Genre: Opinionated. Main topic: Environmental 
concern. Author: Expert (journalist). 
 

STORY DISCOURSE 

Abstract: there is a gold rush 
in the Amazon. 
Orientation: time: past, now; 
place: Rio de Janeiro, Amazon, 
Belo Monte, Mariana; 
participants: political actors 
(government); activists; 
indigenous peoples 

- In the Amazon, a Catastrophic Gold Rush Looms/ Brazil’s interim 

president, Michel Temer, is willing to sacrifice millions of acres of 
rainforest in pursuit of a 16th-century boondoggle: fortunes of gold in 
the Amazon. 

Initial Situation: the narrator 
describes Renca and the 
context of its creation. 

- N: ...an area larger than Denmark — to commercial mining, 
threatening decades of progress on environmental protection and 

indigenous rights in the Amazon. The approximately 17,800-square-

mile (Renca), which straddles the northern states of Pará and Amapá, 
was created by Brazil’s military dictatorship in 1984 to guard mineral 
resources from foreign exploitation as the country staggered toward 
democracy. 

Complicating action: 

environmental concerns and 
risks to indigenous 
communities in the Amazon. 

- N: Today the reserve is a patchwork of conservation areas and 

indigenous lands. Its protected status has deterred the runaway 
development rampant elsewhere in the Amazon that has squelched 
biodiversity, destroyed indigenous communities and reduced millions 
of acres of rainforest to pastureland. 

What happens next: the 
narrator explains that there is 
a historic on indigenous 
rights and environmental 
violation in Brazil);  
 
 
 
Activists are portrayed; 
 
 
 
the narrator cites examples of 
indigenous rights and 
environmental violation in 
Brazil;  
 
 

N: During Brazil’s last gold rush, in the 1980s, thousands of Yanomami 

people lost their land — and their lives — to the government-sponsored 
invasion of “garimpeiros” (prospectors) who exposed tribes to disease, 
alcohol, drugs and prostitution. 

- N: Like his counterpart in the United States, Donald Trump, Mr. Temer 

treats environmental regulations like red tape. (...) Randolfe Rodrigues, 
an opposition senator from Amapá State, called the decree “the biggest 
attack on the Amazon of the last 50 years.” 

- N: The cover image (human action) depicts a woman/protester (non-
identified) holding a sign that says “#AllForAmazon”. Legend says, N: 
Activists gathered in Rio de Janeiro last month to protest the Brazilian 
government’s decision to open a rainforest reserve to commercial mining. 
- N: … little in the country’s history suggests that the government can 
steward sustainable development in the planet’s largest forest and 
watershed. 

- N: (Amazon Railway) Thousands of indigenous people were killed or 

forced to move,...; (Belo Monte) Tribes in the area protested vigorously 

for years, … which a federal prosecutor charged “ethnocide”. 
- N: The Amazon frontier has become a South American Wild West ... 
Over time, a powerful lobby of ranchers, loggers, land speculators and 

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2017/08/brazil-court-suspends-mining-amazon-renca-reserve-170830191319236.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2017/08/brazil-court-suspends-mining-amazon-renca-reserve-170830191319236.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/09/18/opinion/in-the-amazon-a-catastrophic-gold-rush-looms.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/09/18/opinion/in-the-amazon-a-catastrophic-gold-rush-looms.html
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corruption and conflict of 
interests (national level) are 
the villains, environmental 
concern is addressed; 
 
the church speaks; 
 
 
 
 
the brazilian president’s 
policy regarding mining in 
the Amazon gets worse and 
puts environment and 
indigenous tribes in risk. 

mining companies has consolidated its political power, forming a 
pivotal congressional bloc — the — who recently intervened to shield 
Mr. Temer from a federal corruption investigation. 
- N: A group of Catholic clergy members in the region, calls the decree “a 

blasphemy of Brazilian democracy,” warning against “increased land 
conflicts, uncontrolled aggression against cultures and lifestyles of 
indigenous and traditional communities, with large tax exemptions but 
minimum benefits for the people of the region.” 
 - Responding to worldwide outcry, the Temer administration tried to (...) 
Another catastrophic proposal would open all land within Brazil’s 
protected border zone — a territory the size of Alaska — to foreign 

mining investment, bringing bulldozers and new waves of prospectors 
to the refuge of some of the world’s last isolated tribes. 

Resolution: the future of 
Amazon is critical to Brazil, 
South America, and the 
planet; to regulate mining is 
crucial. 

- The Amazon is a natural wonder enshrined in the Brazilian 
Constitution as part of the national patrimony. Its future is critical to 
Brazil, South America and the planet. It is also a region in chaos where 
local, state and federal governments struggle to deliver basic health and 
sanitation services, let alone regulate international mining operations. 

Coda: (back to abstract) 
accelerating mining is a 
colonial regress 

- To accelerate mining in the Amazon in 2017 would only refresh the 

cycle of pillage, boom and bust that has plagued the world’s largest 

forest since the first marauders arrived in search of El Dorado. 

Evaluation: the Brazilian government is back to the gold rush from colonial times. 

 

Article 24. The New York Times (August 30, 2017). “Brazilian Judge Stymies Plan to Allow Mining in Amazon 
Region”. Available in: https://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/30/world/americas/brazil-amazon-mining-
temer-environmentalists-judge.html . Last accessed: May 20, 2018. Size: Major. Genre: News. Main topic: 
Political. Author: The New York Times.  
 
(..) 
 

Article 25. The Guardian (September 10, 2017). “Land grab in Amazon jungle threatens dispossession, violence 
and murder”. Available in: https://www.theguardian.com/Environment.2017/sep/09/amazon-rainforest-
michel-temer-indigenous . Last accessed: May 20, 2017. Size: Major. Genre: Opinionated. Main topic: 
Environmental concern. Author: Expert (anthropologist). 
 

STORY DISCOURSE 

Abstract: mining in Amazon. 
Orientation: time: now; place: 
Amazon; participants: 
indigenous peoples 
(Wajapari). 

- Land grab in Amazon jungle threatens dispossession, violence and 

murder/ President Temer is courting the mining companies and their 

political backers by breaking into pristine rainforest. 
- A portrait shows indigenous persons, men, women, and children, in 
the woods. They wear traditional clothes and look at the camera. Legend 
says, N: The Wajapi people face disaster after the protected status of 
their land was removed.  

Initial Situation: the decree 
abolishes protected areas 
(nature and indigenous 
peoples). 

- N: ... a decree abolishing the protected status of an immense area of 

the Amazon forest. The area is in the north of the country, beyond the 
Amazon river, going up to the frontiers with French Guiana and 
Suriname (formerly Dutch Guiana). The estimated size is 4.5 million 
hectares, the size of Denmark or Switzerland. 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/30/world/americas/brazil-amazon-mining-temer-environmentalists-judge.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/30/world/americas/brazil-amazon-mining-temer-environmentalists-judge.html
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/sep/09/amazon-rainforest-michel-temer-indigenous
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/sep/09/amazon-rainforest-michel-temer-indigenous
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Complicating action: 
Brazilian president Temer is 
aligned with ruralists 
(political actors who want to 
abolish environmental and 
indigenous peoples 
protection in Amazon). 

- N: For years now the ruralists have loudly condemned environmental 
laws that protect the Amazon forest. The national parks protect 
biodiversity and the “áreas indígenas” (Indian reservations) protect the 
indigenous peoples. (...) Temer needs the support of this bloc and is 
seeing to their desires. 

What happens next: In 1973 
geologists from Icomi 
(subsidiary of the US 
company Bethlehem Steel) 
exploring westwards came 
across uncontacted Indians; 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
the narrator explain that the 
Wayapí (one of the Renca’s 
indigenous inhabitants) were 
almost extinct in the past, and 
that FUNAI saved them;  
 
 
 
 
 
the consequences of mining 
in Amazon could be 
devastating for them. 
 
 

- N: Although it is on the Atlantic coast, the state of Amapá is to many 
Brazilians as remote as you can get. There is no access by road, except 
one to the north into French Guiana, still not wholly paved. 

- N: (about finding the Wayapí people) It was a kind of resurrection, as 
their presence in that area had been recorded historically. Their 
language is of the Tupi-Guaraní family. They are excellent gardeners, 
hunters and fishers. When contact was made they were hunting with 
bows and arrows. Many shotguns were handed out as part of the 
“attraction” process. Today they are wholly dependent on guns and 
ammunition. Fishing with canoes is more important in the west, where 
waters flowing into the Jarí are much richer in fish than the eastern 
waters that flow into the Atlantic. They practice “slash-and-burn 
agriculture”, felling trees and burning out the garden area. (...) Bananas, 
pineapples, and various other fruits are grown. They wear scarlet 
loincloths and use two kinds of body paint – urucú (arnotto), a red, 
sticky paste, and genipa, a black dye which is applied carefully and 
dries into patterns which can’t be washed off. Women make manioc 
beer, called caxiri, and the social high point is the regular caxiri spree, 
sometimes accompanied by rather wonderful dances, sometimes just 
leading to what one might call the usual high spirits.’ 
- N: (...) What might be a slight cold or a cough to us can be fatal to 

those with no immunity. (...) had Funai not intervened, the Wayapí 
would have faced extinction. There were 152 souls in the area in 1974. 
Now there are more than 1,000. 
- N: It includes eight “conservation units” and the two Indian reserves 
(Wayapí and Wayana-Apalai). 
- The image is a portrait. It shows two women. One of them wears no top 
and is laid on a net looking at the camera. The other looks at somewhere 
else and smiles. : The Wayapi were facing extinction until a state agency 

intervened.  
- N: The disruption will be colossal. Frontier violence will spread. Land-
grabbing will be rife. And once the process is begun it is very difficult 

to stop or control. The damage is permanent. (...) There are particular 
struggles going on now in a number of places where the various 
authorities appear incapable of defending those who are attacked. It 
was ever thus. On top of that, being “Indian” in Brazil means that you 
will frequently collide with intense habits of prejudice and racism. 

Resolution: 
Narrator claims that the 
decision is a mistake and asks 
for  

- N: It’s more protection that’s required, not less – protection for the 

land and protection for the people – the obvious point being that 
everyone benefits. All the reservations, natural and indigenous, are 
enormous assets to the country. All Brazilians deserve better than to 
have these assets trashed by this surge of corrupt greed. 

Coda: no coda. - No coda. 

Evaluation: a collective effort (experts, environmentalists, celebrities) was responsible for stopping the 
Renca decree. 
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Article 26. The Guardian (August 24, 2017). “Brazil abolishes huge Amazon reserve in 'biggest attack' in 50 
years”. Available in: https://www.theguardian.com/Environment.2017/aug/24/brazil-abolishes-huge-
amazon-reserve-in-biggest-attack-in-50-years . Last accessed: May 20, 2018. Size: Medium. Genre: News. 
Main topic: Environmental. Author: The Guardian. 
 

STORY DISCOURSE 

Abstract: there is an attack 
ongoing against the Amazon. 
Orientation: time: recent past, 
now, future; place: Amazon, 
Renca, National park; 
participants: political actors, 
NGOs. 

- N: Brazil abolishes huge Amazon reserve in 'biggest attack' in 50 

years/ President dissolves Renca to attract investment in region thought 
to contain gold as critics warn of irreversible damage 
- An environmental image shows a big hole in the middle of the forest. 
Legend says, N: Critics fear the Renca reserve could suffer a similar fate 
as this land near the Parque Nacional Motanhas do Tumucumaque, 
Brazil, now home to a gold and iron mine.  

Initial Situation: the 
president has abolished a 
natural reserve in the 
Amazon. 

- N: The Brazilian president Michel Temer has abolished an Amazonian 

reserve the size of Denmark, prompting concerns of an influx of mineral 

companies, road-builders and workers into the species-rich forest. 

Complicating action: the 
decree is an attack to the 
Amazon. 

- N: The dissolution of the Renca reserve – which spans 46,000 sq km on 

the border of the Amapá and Pará states – was described by one 
opposition senator Randolfe Rodrigues of the Sustainability Network 

party, as the “biggest attack on the Amazon of the last 50 years”. 

What happens next: mining 
companies are interested in 
Renca’s natural assets; 
even with an update, the 
decree would still generate 
consequences for the 
environment and indigenous 
lands and culture (NGOs and 
celebrity talk about it); 
 
 
 
 
 
 

- N: More than 20 domestic and multinational firms have expressed an 
interest in the region which is thought to contain deposits of gold, 
copper, tantalum, iron ore, nickel and manganese. 

- N: It claimed the change of status would not affect conservation areas 

and indigenous territories in the region, but Amazon activists warned 

commercial exploitation by big companies in the past has been followed 
by illegal land grabbers, artisanal miners and road builders. 

- Amazon Watch: “The abolition of Renca will wreak havoc on the 
forest and indigenous communities in the interests of the small group 
of economically powerful groups who are keeping Temer in power,” he 
said. “This is the largest assault so far in a package of threats.” 
- WWF-Brazil: “A gold rush in the region will create irreversible 
damage to local cultures,”; “In addition to demographic exploitation, 
deforestation, loss of biodiversity and water resources, this could lead 
to an intensification of land conflicts and threats to indigenous peoples 
and traditional populations.” 

- N: (...) At the time, the president said he was responding to an appeal on 
Twitter by the supermodel, Gisele Bündchen. “SHAME! We are 
auctioning off our Amazon! We can’t destroy our protected areas for 
private interests,” she tweeted. 

Resolution: no resolution. - No resolution. 

Coda: no coda. - No coda. 

Evaluation: the Amazon is under threat. 

 

Article 27. The Guardian (September 26, 2017). “Brazil backtracks on plan to open up Amazon forest to mining”. 
Available in: https://www.theguardian.com/Environment.2017/sep/26/brazil-backtracks-on-plan-to-
open-up-amazon-forest-to-mining . Last accessed: May 22, 2018. Size: Medium. Genre: News. Main topic: 
Political. Author: The Guardian. 
 

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/aug/24/brazil-abolishes-huge-amazon-reserve-in-biggest-attack-in-50-years
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/aug/24/brazil-abolishes-huge-amazon-reserve-in-biggest-attack-in-50-years
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/sep/26/brazil-backtracks-on-plan-to-open-up-amazon-forest-to-mining
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/sep/26/brazil-backtracks-on-plan-to-open-up-amazon-forest-to-mining
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(..) 
 
Article 28. The Guardian (August 30 2017). “Brazilian court blocks abolition of vast Amazon reserve”. Available 
in: https://www.theguardian.com/Environment.2017/aug/30/brazilian-court-blocks-abolition-of-vast-
amazon-reserve . Last accessed: May 23, 2017. Size: Medium. Genre: News. Main topic: Political, 
Environment. Author: The Guardian. 
 

STORY DISCOURSE 

Abstract: the decree is 
blocked. 
Orientation: time: now, 
recent past; place: Amazon, 
Renca; participants: political 
actors, activists, celebrities. 

- N: Brazilian court blocks abolition of vast Amazon reserve/ Judge says 
president Michel Temer went beyond his authority in issuing decree to 
dissolve Renca, after fury from activists. 
- An environmental image depicts a big green area. Legend says, N: The 
National Reserve of Copper and Associates (Renca) has been protected 
since 1984. 

Initial Situation: the decree 
was blocked after an outcry 
by activists. 

- N: A Brazilian court has blocked an attempt by the president, Michel 

Temer, to open up swaths of the Amazon forest to mining companies 

after an outcry by environmental campaigners and climate activists. 

N: [about Renca] an area of 46,000 sq km (17,760 sq miles) that has been 
protected since 1984. 

Complicating action: threat 
remains. 

- N: But this may be only a temporary reprieve for the area, which is 
thought to contain deposits of gold, copper, tantalum, iron ore, nickel 
and manganese. 

What happens next: the 
injunction buys time for 
opponents; 
there was a backlash against 
the decree, political actor and 
celebrity/activist speak. 

- N: But the injunction buys a little time for opponents and adds to the 
pressure on Temer, who has repeatedly come under fire for putting 
economic interests ahead of the environment. 
- N: The announcement of the abolition of Renca prompted a furious 
backlash last week. An opposition lawmaker called the move the 
“biggest attack on the Amazon of the last 50 years”. The supermodel 

Gisele Bündchen, who has become a prominent advocate of forest 
protection, has accused the government of selling off the Amazon for 
private interests. 

Resolution: Temer changed 
the decree. 

- N: Temer subsequently withdrew his initial decree, and re-issued it with 
a clarification on protections for indigenous territory and conservation 

areas. Environmental activists said the move was a marketing ploy, 
because 30% of the region would still be opened up to mining companies. 

Coda: no coda. - No coda. 

Evaluation: the decree was only blocked because of an outcry from activists and celebrities. 

 
Article 29. BBC (August 24, 2017). “Brazil opens vast Amazon reserve to mining”. Available in: 
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-41033228 . Last accessed: May 20, 2018. 
Size: Small. Genre: News. Main topic: Environmental, Economical. Author: BBC. 
 

STORY DISCOURSE 

Abstract: Brazil opens a big 
area in Amazon to mining. 
Orientation: time: past, 
present, future, place: Renca, 
Amazon, Pará, Amapá; 

- N: Brazil opens vast Amazon reserve to mining/ Brazil's government 
has abolished a vast national reserve in the Amazon to open up the area 
to mining. 
- The cover image is environmental (aerial) picture of Amazon trees. 
Legend says, N: The reserve was created in 1984 by the then-military 

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/aug/30/brazilian-court-blocks-abolition-of-vast-amazon-reserve
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/aug/30/brazilian-court-blocks-abolition-of-vast-amazon-reserve
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-41033228
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participants: NGOs, political 
actors. 

government. 

Initial Situation: the 
narrator describes Renca; 
according to the 
government, environmental 
and indigenous areas will be 
protected. 

- N: The area, covering 46,000 sq km (17,800 sq miles), straddles the 
northern states of Amapa and Para, and is thought to be rich in gold, 

and other minerals. The government said nine conservation and 

indigenous land areas within it would continue to be legally protected. 

Complicating action: 
activists disagree. 

- N: But activists have voiced concern that these areas could be badly 
compromised. Its size is larger than Denmark and about 30% of it will 

be open to mining.  
A map shows the Renca area in North Brazil and is compared to the size 
of Denmark. No legend. 

What happens next: a 
political actor says that 
mining will boost Brazilian 
economy; an opposition 
political actor says it is 
actually an attack on 
Amazon; an NGO says it 
will be bad for environment 
and indigenous peoples. 

- Ministry: "The objective of the measure is to attract new investments, 
generating wealth for the country and employment and income for 
society, always based on the precepts of sustainability,"  
- Opposition Senator Randolfe Rodrigues: denounced the move as "the 
biggest attack on the Amazon of the last 50 years", ... 
- WWF Brazil: "demographic explosion, deforestation, the destruction of 
water resources, the loss of biodiversity and the creation of land 

conflict"; says there is potential for conflict too in two indigenous 
reserves that are home to various ethnic communities living in relative 

isolation; a "gold rush in the region could create irreversible damage to 

these cultures"; "If the government insisted on opening up these areas for 
mining without discussing environmental safeguards it will have to deal 

with an international outcry." 

Resolution: no resolution. - No resolution. 

Coda: no coda. - No coda. 

Evaluation: the criticism of activists, celebrities and opposition politicians the government revoked the 
decree. 

 

Article 30. BBC (September 26, 2017). “Brazil court blocks Amazon mining decree”. Available in: 
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-41100541 . Last accessed: May 21, 2017. Size: Small. 
Genre: News. Main topic: Political, Environmental. Author: BBC. 
 
(..) 
 

Article 31. BBC (September 26, 2017). “Brazil revokes decree opening Amazon reserve to mining”. Available in: 
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-41395025 . Last accessed: May 21, 2017. Size: Small. 
Genre: News. Main topic: Environment, Economical. Author: BBC. 
 

STORY DISCOURSE 

Abstract: the Renca decree is 
revoked. 
Orientation: time: now, past, 
future; place: Amazon, 
Renca; participants: political 
actors, NGOs, media actor. 

- N: Brazil revokes decree opening Amazon reserve to mining/ The 

Brazilian government has revoked a controversial decree that would 

have opened up a vast reserve in the Amazon to commercial mining. 
- An environmental image shows a deforested area. Legend says, N: 
Activists feared revoking protection to the Renca reserve could 
compromise it. 

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-41100541
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-41395025
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Initial Situation: Renca is 
described. 

- N: The area, covering 46,000 sq km (17,800 sq miles), straddles the 
northern states of Amapá and Pará. It is thought to be rich in gold, iron, 
manganese and other minerals. 

Complicating action: the 
decree was not received well 
by activists and celebrities. 

- N: From the moment President Michel Temer signed the decree in 
August opening the reserve to commercial mining, it was widely 
condemned. Activists and celebrities voiced concern that the area could 
be badly compromised. 

What happens next: an 
opposition political actor 
says that the Renca decree is 
an attack to the Amazon; 
the criticism caused the 
revision of the decree; 
Renca is described. 

- N: One opposition senator, Randolfe Rodrigues of the Sustainability 
Network party, said at the time that it was the "biggest attack on the 
Amazon in the last 50 years". 
- N: Following the criticism, the government revised the decree, 
prohibiting mining in conservation or indigenous areas.  
- A map shows the area that Renca represents in Northern Brazil 
(compared to the size of Denmark). No legend. 

Resolution: the decree was 
revoked, and the 
government will discuss it 
further. 

- N: [The government] It said it would reconsider the issue in the future, 
in a wider debate." Brazil needs to grow and create jobs, attract mining 
investment, and even tap the economic potential of the region," said the 
Mines and Energy Ministry in a statement. 

Coda: back to the role of 
activists/environmentalists, 
a media actor speaks about 
their role as a victory. 

- N: The BBC's South America correspondent Katy Watson says this is a 
victory for environmentalists and a climb-down for the government. 

Evaluation: the decree was abolished after pressure from activists. 

 
KALLAK - MAIN SAMPLE 
 
Article 32. Dagens Nyheter (September 9, 2013). “The protests against the mine have just begun”. Available in: 
https://www.dn.se/ekonomi/protesterna-mot-gruvan-har-bara-borjat/ . Last accessed: April 8, 2018. 
Size: Medium / Genre: News / Main topic: Protest, Human interest. Author: DN. 
 

STORY DISCOURSE 

Abstract: the story is about 
protests against Gállok. 
Orientation: time: recent past 
(last week)/near future; place: 
Kallak - the natural area of 
the planned mine; 
participants: Hanna Sofie Utsi 
(indigenous 
person/activist/protester); 
policemen; 
protesters/activists; 
grassroots actors. 

- N: “The protests against the mine have just begun” 
- N: “The plans for an iron ore mine in the Kallak natural area divides 
villages. "It's an assault against my people," says Hanne Sofie Utsi, 

whose family has reindeer that graze in the area. After last week's 
confront with the police, the situation has calmed down - but the question 
is far from settled.” 

- A human action photograph is the cover image. It depicts a scene in the 
woods where two protesters hold a sign that says “solid ground clean 

water for our children and grandchildren”. There is the draw of planet 
Earth on it as well. Another protester stands by the sign holding what 
seems to be a drum. Three policemen are taking a person away. On the 
background, there are more grassroots actors and policemen.  

Initial Situation: activists 
protest against Kallak mine. 

- N: “Hanna Sofie Utsi, 32, is singing with a loud voice in the middle of 
the gravel road that leads to the broken chess of Kallak's iron ore-rich 
crystalline basement. Together with about 40 other activists, she forms a 
barricade against the police as a piece by piece, clearing the road for the 
mining company's trucks to drive away the ore.” 

https://www.dn.se/ekonomi/protesterna-mot-gruvan-har-bara-borjat/
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- Utsi (indigenous person/protester): ““It's an abuse of my people. In 
Sweden, people condemn repression of indigenous peoples in other 
countries but smashing their own indigenous people”, (N): she says, 
continuing demonstratively to sing when she is lifted by police and 
placed in the ditch.” 

Complicating action: 

conflicts that had lasted for a 
while between police and 
demonstrators culminated 
into a confrontation last 
week. And now the city is 
divided in two sides. 

- N: “On the one hand, the critics are composed of the Sami, but also by 

tourists, as well as by environmentalists and researchers who 
emphasize the negative impact of mining on the environment.” 
- Öhman (expert): “(...) we risk a scenario where villages are swept away 

and drinking water are contaminated” 
- N: “On the other hand, local politicians and parts of the population 
who see the mining industry as a positive force, create hundreds of new 
jobs and attract people to Jokkmokk, which today only has around 5, 000 

inhabitants.” 
- Andersson (local political actor): "It's not just about the 300 jobs linked 

directly to the mining industry, but about a boom in job sectors created 
around the world" 

What happens next: the 
narrator refers to indigenous 
people’s rights. 
 
 

- N: “Although the mining company is obliged to keep the landowner 
before exploring the field, half a hectare is excavated without Lars 

Isaksson's knowledge, he states”. 
- N: “For their right to the same land, the Sami, in turn, refer to 
international law, the ILO Convention, which deals with indigenous 

people's right to land and water”. 

Resolution: no resolution. - No resolution. 

Coda: the narrator brings the 
reader to the present/near 
future. Another analysis for 
the mine project is about to 
happen in Finland and the 
activists will fight against it. 

- N: “Now the ore is to be analyzed at a plant in Outokumpu in Finland. 
The activists have picked up the camp.” 
- N: “But the fight against the mining companies plans is far from 
finished, according to Hanna Sofie Utsi. "It has just begun," she said.” 
 

Evaluation: the protests against Kallak are intense and won’t stop. 

 

Article 33. Dagens Nyheter (September 11, 2013). “Sami are supported by the UN in mining conflict”. 
Available in: https://www.dn.se/nyheter/sverige/samer-stottas-av-fn-i-gruvkonflikt/ . Last accessed: 
August 28, 2013.  Size: Medium. Genre: News. Main topic: Indigenous peoples, political. Author: DN. 
 
(..) 
 
Article 34. Dagens Nyheter (October 2, 2013). “High environmental requirements for mines justify low mineral 
taxation”. Available in: https://www.dn.se/debatt/hoga-miljokrav-pa-gruvor-motiverar-lag-
mineralavgift/ . Last accessed: May 15, 2018. Size: Major. Genre: Opinionated. Main topic: Political, 
Environmental. Author: Swedish Minister (political actor). 
 

STORY DISCOURSE 

Abstract: the story is about 
justifying why low taxes for 
mines are good. 
Orientation: time: past, now, 
future ; places: Sweden, 
Kallak ; participants: political 

- N: DN Debate. "High environmental requirements for mines justify low 
mineral taxation". 

https://www.dn.se/nyheter/sverige/samer-stottas-av-fn-i-gruvkonflikt/
https://www.dn.se/debatt/hoga-miljokrav-pa-gruvor-motiverar-lag-mineralavgift/
https://www.dn.se/debatt/hoga-miljokrav-pa-gruvor-motiverar-lag-mineralavgift/
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actor, business, local 
communities. 

Initial situation: the minister 
talks about a bill he intends 
to present. 

- N: The development of the mining industry holds both challenges and 
opportunities. Low taxes and fees are a way to make Sweden attractive 
for investment. In this spring, I intend to present a bill for better 

information and clearer responsibility for exploration. 

Complicating action: there is 
a lack of knowledge (coming 
from surrounding 
communities) regarding 
mining law in Sweden. 

- N: Today, the mining and mineral industry is debated in parliament. It is 
a welcome debate about work and future hopes in smaller societies. It is 
my conviction that mining and mineral industry can exist side by side 

with other industries and surrounding communities. Sometimes, 
however, there is a lack of knowledge and communication about the 

Swedish terms and conditions.  

What happens Next: mining 
is historically important for 
Sweden and recently there 
has been conflicts ‘on the 
way’ of mining; 
 
 
 
Importance of mining to 
(local scale) ‘depopulated’ 
places and for Swedish 
development (national and 
transnational); environment 
concerns and recognition of 
status (but very vaguely 
evoked); 
transnational scale (law); 
redistribution as a 
remediation - for 
environment and local 
people. 

- N: Extraction of ore and minerals has characterized Swedish history 
since the 16th century. (...) In the wake of rising world market prices for 
iron ore and rare earths, there is now increasing interest in opening new 

and expanding existing mines. (...) conflicts of interest have sometimes 
arisen with other important industries such as reindeer husbandry and 
tourism. The hardest tone that has characterized the discussions between 
miners and Sami interests about a test break in Kallak is the clearest 
example. 

- N: The development of mining industry involves challenges but also 
opportunities. Not least for more and growing jobs in many places that 

have been depopulated - a job in a mine usually creates one to two 
additional jobs in the city. (...) The goal is that we will have a long-term 
sustainable use of our mineral resources, in harmony with the 
environment, culture and other industries. Sweden will maintain its 
position as Europe's leading mining company. 

- N: Either these minerals can be broken in Sweden under one of the 

world's toughest environmental laws (...) A guiding principle in our 
legislation is that the polluter pays. This applies to mining and to all other 
industries. (...). In order to handle the historical debt, the government 
puts over 400 million kronor per year on remediation. (...) The fee is a 
compensation for the landowner. 

Resolution: it is possible to 
balance the ‘shades’ 
(challenges and 
opportunities) for mining in 
Sweden. 

- N: It [mining] would hit the job in places that have long been inhabited. 
The government sees both the challenges and opportunities of mining 
industry linked to more jobs across the country, the drainage, 
environmental requirements and the need for minerals to build a 
sustainable society. My hope for today's debate is that the opposition 
shows the same ability to see these shades. 

Coda: no coda. - No coda. 

Evaluation: there is a lack of knowledge regarding the benefits of mining in Sweden. 

 
Article 35. Dagens Nyheter (August 21, 2013). “Sweden donates assets in Samland”. Available in: 
https://www.dn.se/debatt/sverige-skanker-bort-tillgangar-i-sameland/ . Last accessed: May 15, 2018. 
Size: Major. Genre: Opinionated. Main topic: Indigenous peoples. Author: Swedish Sami representatives. 
 
(..) 
 
Article 36. Dagens Nyheter (October 10, 2013). “Mining is a death sentence". Available in: 
https://www.dn.se/blogg/epstein/2013/10/26/gruvboom-ar-dodsdom/ . Last accessed: May 16, 2018. 
Size: Medium. Genre: Opinionated. Main topic: Protest, Environment. Author: Columnist.  

https://www.dn.se/debatt/sverige-skanker-bort-tillgangar-i-sameland/
https://www.dn.se/blogg/epstein/2013/10/26/gruvboom-ar-dodsdom/
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(..) 
 

Article 37. Dagens Nyheter (August 9, 2013). “"The future of the indigenous peoples is threatened by climate 
change”". Available in: https://www.dn.se/debatt/urfolkens-framtid-hotas-av-klimatforandringarna/ . 
Last accessed: May 16, 2018. Size: Major. Genre: Opinionated. Main topic: Indigenous Peoples, 
Environment. Author: Church actor. 
 

STORY DISCOURSE 

Abstract: the future of 
indigenous peoples is in 
danger because of climate 
change. 
Orientation: time: now; 
places: Sweden, Finland, 
Norway; participants: church, 
indigenous peoples, political 
actors (Swedish authorities, 
UN). 

- N: "The future of the indigenous peoples is threatened by climate 
change” 
- The cover picture is an environmental image that shows a group of 

reindeer in the snow. Two people are behind them riding a snowmobile. 
No legend. 

Initial situation: the narrator 
described what the conflict is 
about and who is responsible 
for amending it. 

- N: Government responsibility. For the Arctic indigenous peoples 

climate change is already a reality. At the same time barely the 

indigenous people's voices are heard in the debate. In Sweden, the 
situation of the Sami and indigenous peoples are ignored by their 
absence. I want to urge the government to take greater responsibility for 
the future of the Sami, writes Archbishop Anders Wejryd. 

Complicating action: lack of 
human rights and political 
participation makes 
indigenous peoples unable to 
resist and have their voices 
heard. 

- N: Today on the UN International Indigenous Day there is reason to 
reflect on the situation of the indigenous peoples. The human rights of 
indigenous peoples are violated in many countries. Climate change and 
large-scale exploitation are among the greatest threats to the future of 
the indigenous peoples. Lack of human rights and influence makes 
indigenous people unable to resist such exploitation or even make their 

voices heard. In many countries, the legal and institutional regimes for 
the protection of indigenous peoples' rights are weak to protect them and 
the areas in which they lived for hundreds or thousands of years. 

What happens Next: the 
narrator explains how the 
environment is important for 
Sami (identity, culture, and 
political participation are 
evoked) and that the 
Swedish government is 
responsible for amending the 
situation (and fulfil 
international requirements). 

- There is a risk that short-term predators will lead to extensive 

environmental degradation. The possibilities of the Arctic indigenous 

people to continue with traditional nutrition deteriorate when the ice is 
weakened or disappeared. The environmental consequences resulting 
from exploitation may further aggravate the situation of the indigenous 
peoples and make it more difficult to live in traditional areas. 
- Sweden is leaving now across the bar in the Arctic Council to Canada. 
During its presidency, the Swedish government has emphasized climate 

issues and sustainable development in the Arctic. During the 
Presidency, it was also intended to strengthen indigenous peoples' right 
to identity and to counteract the adverse effects of climate change on 
health and social conditions.  
- Changed weather conditions affect access to beekeeping for the 
reindeer, reindeer behaviour and migration patterns. This in turn 
affects the workforce and health of the ranchers. Research shows that 
the reindeer herders, who are used to adapt to changing conditions in 
nature, are now at the limit of their adaptability. 
- Sami protest, but no one seems to listen to them. (...)The Swedish 

government has been invited, inter alia, to clarify the legal status of Sami, 

https://www.dn.se/debatt/urfolkens-framtid-hotas-av-klimatforandringarna/
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to strengthen the protection of Sami's right to land and water and to 
strengthen the real opportunities for effective influence of Sami. 

Resolution: the government 
should solve the question. 

- It is the government that will create the legal conditions for sustainable 
development, which also takes into account the Sami's right to reindeer 

husbandry. A country that chooses to stand up for human rights can not 
be passively involved in the realization of indigenous peoples' rights. 

Coda: back to the UN Sami 
day, the narrator reaffirms 
that church (joint) support to 
indigenous rights. 

- The Swedish church and the churches in Norway and Finland gather 
today (...) for common Sami church days. Indigenous peoples' rights and 
climate change will be in focus as well as the issue of reconciliation.  

Evaluation: the church supports the human rights and political participation of indigenous peoples. 

 
Article 38. Dagens Nyheter (September 16, 2013). “"Stop discrimination against Sami with new indigenous 
politics”". Available in: https://www.dn.se/debatt/stoppa-diskrimineringen-av-samer-med-ny-
urfolkspolitik/ . Last accessed: May 16, 2018. Size: Major. Genre: Opinionated. Main topic: Indigenous 
Peoples, Environment. Author: Mediator (political actor). 
 
(..) 
 
Article 39. Dagens Nyheter (September 4, 2013). “New protests when the ore was transported away". 
Available in: https://www.dn.se/nyheter/sverige/nya-protester-nar-malmen-fraktades-ivag/ . Last 
accessed: May 16, 2018. Size: Medium. Genre: News. Main topic: Protest. Author: DN. 
 

STORY DISCOURSE 

Abstract: the article is about a 
mining protest. 
Orientation: time: recent past; 
places: Kallak; participants: 
indigenous peoples. 

- New protests when the ore was transported away. 
- The picture is a human action image. Policeman arrest two people. One 
is younger, another is older. A grassroots actor and a photographer take 
pictures of the scene. The scenario is a road by the woods. There is a 
tractor on the background. No legend. 

Initial situation: the conflict 
between police and activist 
and the opinion of scientists  

- N: The police met with great resistance as they would clear the way for 
the excavators who came to pick up the broken ore in Kallak. Now 
scientists also warn of safety risks with the mine. 

Complicating action: refers 
to the fact that not only 
activists, but scientists warn 
of safety risks in Kallak.  

 

What happens Next: the 
narrator describes the conflict 
set and an activist speaks; 
 
a Sami person speaks (about 
indigenous rights, 
environment, and foreign 
companies); 
 
 
 
 
experts speak (about 

- N: Glowing charcoal, painted poster and fabric strings block the 

narrow dirt road to the ore bite mine as the mining company Jokkmokk 
Mining exploded in order to look for valuable minerals. “This is the 

Sami workplace”, shouted the activists. 
- N: Ivar Kuoljok, 85 years old and Sami, was one of those who were 

taken away by police to be placed in a chair in the ditch. He protests 
that the planned mine takes the land where the Sami have their 
reindeer, by companies whose money is extinguished out of the 
country.  
- [Sami]: "Renbetesmarker is largely donated to foreign benefactors” 
says Ivar Kuoljok, worried about the consequences a future mine has on 
both environment and co-culture. 

- N: But activists are not alone in their concerns. According to Eva-Lotta 

https://www.dn.se/debatt/stoppa-diskrimineringen-av-samer-med-ny-urfolkspolitik/
https://www.dn.se/debatt/stoppa-diskrimineringen-av-samer-med-ny-urfolkspolitik/
https://www.dn.se/nyheter/sverige/nya-protester-nar-malmen-fraktades-ivag/
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environmental concerns); 
 

Thunqvist, Lecturer in Soil and Water Resource Engineering at KTH in 
Stockholm [expert], a mining plant in Kallak would threaten drinking 
water revenues if it fails. 
- N: According to May Britt Öhman, Dust Safety Expert at Uppsala 

University [expert], this could mean a disaster corresponding to a 
nuclear power plant shelf. "(...) it can draw hydroelectric ponds along the 
Lule River, threatening both electricity supply and drinking water”, she 
believes. 
- N: But David Berggård , environmental engineer at the County 

Administrative Board in Norrbotten [expert], does not agree. (...) "At the 
moment we can not express ourselves as to the extent of the risks”. 

Resolution: no resolution. - No resolution. 

Coda: the narrator goes back 
into explaining the conflict 
(flashback). 

- N: Activists have camped in the area. The British mining company 
Beowulf Mining, with its Swedish subsidiary Jokkmokk Iron Mines 

AB [business], has a test drill in the Kallak nature area west of 

Jokkmokk during the summer. On Tuesday, the ore was transported to 
steel manufacturers in Finland [business] for analysis. During the 
summer, activists have camped in the area in protest against the 
environmental impact of the planned mines and impact on the Sami 
riots. 

Evaluation: protests continue intense and scientists warn of safety risks in Kallak. 

 

Article 40. Dagens Nyheter (September 23, 2013). “Sweden donates away the gold of the mountain". Available 
in: https://www.dn.se/kultur-noje/kulturdebatt/sverige-skanker-bort-bergets-guld/ . Last accessed: 
May 17, 2018. Size: Major. Genre: Opinionated. Main topic: Economy, Environment. Author: DN journalist. 
 

STORY DISCOURSE 

Abstract: Sweden is giving 
away its natural assets. 
Orientation: time: past, 
present, future; places: 
Jokkmokk, Kallak, Sweden; 
participants: expert 
(journalist); political actors 
(Swedish authorities and 
government); business 
(Beowulf Mining, stock 
market). 

- N: Sweden donates away the gold of the mountain. 

- An environmental picture shows an area in the woods. A sign stands 
out. It reads: “No mining. Reindeer herding area. Respect Indigenous 

Rights.” No legend. 

Initial situation: the mining 
boom is not something to be 
celebrated because there are 
environmental implications. 

- N: The mining boom has been produced as a social success. But 
Sweden close to donate its mineral resources and allow miners to leave 

desolate landscapes. Po Tidholm [expert] writes about the background 
to the mining conflicts that have blossomed up in Norrland. 

Complicating action: (see 
initial situation/resolution - 
the Swedish mineral strategy 
draws from a gold rush 
policy that compromises local 
industries, the environment, 
and indigenous rights in 
favor of the global stock 

- Not explicit. 

https://www.dn.se/kultur-noje/kulturdebatt/sverige-skanker-bort-bergets-guld/
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market). 

What happens Next: the 
narrator talks about the 
origins of Swedish mining 
policy; 
 
 
 
Kallak conflict is addressed; 
 
 
 
the relationship Sweden and 
international mining industry 
is addressed; 
the Kallak conflict is defined 
as rooted in historical 
problems;  
the mining industry is 
addressed again alongside 
with problems of 
redistribution. 

- N: Without the "General mining act of 1872" the gold rush had never 
happened. And without the 1993 drastic changes in Swedish mineral 

law, we had not talked about a mining boom today. (...) When Sweden, 
after many years of social democratic power, received a bourgeois 
government in 1991, the mining and mineral industry hung on the lock. 
(...) The idea was that Sweden would attract foreign capital and that the 
industry would flourish. 
- N: Outside Jokkmokk since the beginning of the summer there is a 
hard battle between Sami, activists and locals and the police. In the 
background there is Beowulf Mining [business], a British company 
authorized to test 2 000 tonnes of ore in Sami renaissance country.  
- N: The nickel itself is processed abroad, and should Swedish industry 

have access, it must import it to world market price. How the term "self-
sufficiency" fits in here is unclear. 
- N: In Kallak, the conflict is about the Sami's right to the fields they 
had been entitled for hundreds of years, elsewhere it is about the 
environment. (...). 
- N: If a company goes bankrupt before they have sufficient funds for 

reprocessing and remediation, the cost is handed to society. This has 
recently happened in Blaiken in Västerbotten. In many ways, there is 
another overall difficulty; local community survival. 

Resolution: mining is bad for 
tourism, nature, and 
indigenous rights. 

- N: A mine can provide jobs for a short time, but also involve both 
increased municipal costs and long-term destruction of qualities that 

are important to tourism. (...) An increasing number of people 

[grassroots] ask themselves if it is reasonable to sacrifice nature, the 
environment, indigenous rights and state infrastructure resources on a 
nutrition that does not want to do the right thing, nor need to do it right. 
Annie Lööf is responsible minister [politician]. All she has done lately 
is to repeat phrases about consultation and coexistence. 

Coda: the current Swedish 
mining law is rooted in a 
neoliberal/gold rush logic 
(increased inequality). 

- N: It is easy to understand the neoliberal idea underlying the mineral 
strategy and Sweden's voluntary position as a Klondike for letterbox 

companies looking for higher stock prices: revenues should come via 
secondary sources through investment effects and new business. There 
will be jobs. But it is as if the responsible politicians retrieved their 
knowledge in old books from the 80's, as if globalization had never 
taken place. 

Evaluation: the Swedish mineral strategy is rooted in a gold rush/neoliberal policy. 

 

Article 41. Dagens Nyheter (October 25, 2013). “Sami day in Kungsträdgården". Available in: 
https://www.dn.se/blogg/epstein/2013/10/25/samisk-dag-i-kungsan/. Last accessed: May 16, 2018. 
Size: Small. Genre: Opinionated. Main topic: Indigenous Peoples, Environment. Author: Columnist. 
 
(..) 
 
Article 42. Sameradion (October 28, 2013). "We have the same will to put an end to this madness". Available in: 
http://sverigesradio.se/sida/artikel.aspx?programid=2327&artikel=5686726. Last accessed: April 8, 2018. 
Size: Medium / Genre: News / Main topic: Protest, Indigenous Peoples. Author: Sameradion. 
 

STORY DISCOURSE 

https://www.dn.se/blogg/epstein/2013/10/25/samisk-dag-i-kungsan/
http://sverigesradio.se/sida/artikel.aspx?programid=2327&artikel=5686726
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Abstract: the story is about 
the Sami peoples’ protest. 
Orientation: time: recent 
past, place: Stockholm, 
Sweden - from Sergel's 
square to the Parliament 
House and the castle, 
participants: Jonas Vannar 
from Sirge's Sami 
(indigenous 
person/protester); activists, 
grassroots actors. 

- N: "We have the same will to put an end to this madness" 
- The cover image is a portrait of Jonas Vannar (Sami person).“ The 
legend says (N): “"I do not think there will be a mine in Kallak," says 
Jonas Vannar from Sirge's Sami.” 

Initial Situation : there was 
a demonstration against 
mines held in Stockholm last 
Saturday. 

- N:“Nearly a thousand people participated in the demonstration against 

mines held in Stockholm on Saturday. Among the organizers were 
cohabitants, environmental associations, solidarity groups and party 

parties. "Although we come from different directions, we have common 

points of contact," says Jonas Vannar from Sirge's Sami.” 

Complicating action: two 
protesters comment on the 
problem at hand. 
 

- N: “organizers were cohabitants, environmental associations, solidarity 

groups and party parties”.  
- N: “[participants came] from all of Sweden and the Nordic countries.” 
- Vannar (indigenous person/protester): "Although we come from 
different directions, we have common points of contact"; “The mineral 

law should be changed strongly or maybe even removed so that these 
questions are regulated with an environmental bar instead. Until you 
have implemented these changes as we require, you must stop all new 
examinations and investigations, "he says. 
- Denander (grassroots actor/protester): “If they begin to rummage in our 
shale, it will affect all the waterways to Svartån, Hjälmaren through Lake 
Mälaren and past Stockholm Castle and it can be poisoned water.” 

What happens next: 

participants talk about how 
empowering is to be 
protesting together/at that 
place. 
 
 

- N: “She [Denander] thinks it's powerful to meet mine opponents from the 
rest of the country. ” 
- Wanneby (activist/protester): “This is where power is, between the 

king and the parliament. It is a very good symbolic place in Stockholm to 
stand on. ”  
- N: “For Jonas Vannar , threatened by the intended mine in Kallak, it was 
pleasant to see so many united in the struggle for land and clean water”. 
- Vannar (indigenous person/protester): "It was strengthening to see that 
despite coming from different directions, we have common points of 

contact that are very strong, the same will to put an end to this madness in 

progress," he said. 

Resolution: no resolution. - No resolution. 

Coda: the narrator takes us 
back to the first interviewee.  

- N: “He believes in a good future in Sirges and Jokkmokk”.  
- Vannar (indigenous person/protester): “ [The future] It looks bright. I 

feel strengthened by the fact that it is not possible to open a mine in this 
area to make the impact on reindeer husbandry and Sami culture too 
big. Therefore, I do not think there will be any mine.” 

Evaluation: Sami and local communities resist against Gállok. 

 
Article 43. Sameradion (October 25, 2013). “Tents in Stockholm - against mines”. Available in: 
https://sverigesradio.se/sida/artikel.aspx?programid=2327&artikel=5685573 . Last accessed: May 6, 2018. 
Size: Medium. Genre: News. Main topic: Indigenous peoples, Protest. Author: Sameradion. 

https://sverigesradio.se/sida/artikel.aspx?programid=2327&artikel=5685573
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STORY DISCOURSE 

Abstract: the article is about 
a Sami protest against 
Gállok. 
Orientation: time: recent 
past; places: Stockholm; 
participants: indigenous 
persons/protesters. 

- N: Tents in Stockholm - against mines (metaphor for resistance) 
- A portrait shows an indigenous person/activist in focus and, behind him, 
there is a [typical Sami] tent. Legend says, N: It is important that we hold 

together, says Lars Guttorm Blind, one of the protesters. 

Initial situation: the 
narrator presents the 
motivation of the protest.  
 

- N: In the middle of Stockholm, Sami protesters have left [traditional 

Sami] tents to pay attention to the mining industry's intrusion in Sápmi.  
- Lisa Wanneby (political actor/protester): "It's a national demonstration 
about the land, clean water and a vibrant cultural landscape. It is also 
about preserving and cherishing what we have today for future 
generations.” 

Complicating action: (not 
explicit, refers to the fact 
that mining companies are 
“intruding” Sami lands and 
the consequences of it for 
Sami and the environment). 

- Not explicit. 

What happens Next: a Sami 
protester is heard, then the 
politician who organized the 
event speaks. Both explain 
that the problem affects 
other people and places in 
the world.  
 

- Lars Guttorm Blind [indigenous person/protester] talks about water 
pollution. “It ruins so much, not only for reindeer husbandry but also 

water and the environment.”; N: According to him, it is important to show 
resistance [...]. "I think it's good to be here on site and show our fight 
against the mines. It is important that we hold together, because it is not 
only Sami, but there are many other groups also against mining 
establishments. 
- N: That is something that Lisa Wanneby [political actor/protester] agrees 
with. "At the moment, there is a great deal of focus on the Sami question, 
and rightly so, given all that has happened in Kallak," she says. But we 
must understand that it is a national and global issue, and that is 
precisely why this is a national demonstration. The Sami comes in with 
their perspective and all other groups come up with their questions. It is 
important that we build bridges so that we have a united front for the 
future. 

Resolution: the community 
strength is presented as the 
resolution for the problem. 
 

- She [Lisa, politician/protester] believes that Saturday's demonstration 
can strengthen all groups against mining and other intrusion into nature. 
"First of all, we're going to have fun. Secondly, we will show politicians 
and other organizations that we are there and that we are being heard. 
We demand that laws be changed in our country, scrape the mineral law, 
strengthen the environmental bar, and actually protect both indigenous 
peoples' rights and local people where they work. It's incredibly 
important and people will notice if they have not before. 

Coda: no coda. - No coda. 

Evaluation: Sami peoples are united to fight for their rights and for nature. 

 
Article 44. Sameradion (September 12, 2013). “Demonstration at the opening of the Sami Parliament”. 
Available in: https://sverigesradio.se/sida/artikel.aspx?programid=2327&artikel=5629241 . Last 

https://sverigesradio.se/sida/artikel.aspx?programid=2327&artikel=5629241
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accessed: August 28, 2013. Size: Small. Genre: News. Main topic: Indigenous peoples, Protest. Author: 
Sameradion. 
 
(..) 
 

Article 45. Sameradion (August 5, 2013). “Youth Council protests against mining”. Available in: 
http://sverigesradio.se/sida/artikel.aspx?programid=2327&artikel=5609293. Last accessed: May 6, 2018. 
Size: Medium. Genre: News. Main topic: Protest, Indigenous peoples. Author: Sameradion. 
 

STORY DISCOURSE 

Abstract: youth Sami protests 
against the mining industry. 
Orientation: time: now; places: 
none (Sami Parliament); 
participants: indigenous 
persons/protesters/political 
actors. 

- N: Youth Council protests against mining. 

- The cover picture is a portrait of [Sami] Josefina Lundgren Skerk. She 
wears traditional Sami clothes and no comments on that are made by the 
narrator. 

Initial situation: young Sami 
demands from the Sami 
Parliament that they have to 
speak against Kallak. 

- “The risk is that if the Kallak mine is allowed to open, it will follow a 
flood of more mines afterwards and then we will soon have nothing 

left. We can not pass these violations against Sami human rights. It 
must end somewhere, we must begin to speak, "said Josefina Lundgren 
Skerk, chairman of the Sámi Parliamentary Youth Council in Sweden. 

Complicating action: (implicit 
in initial situation, refers to 
young Sami demands). 

- Not explicit. 

What happens Next: there are 
plans for a new mine, but it 
stands on the way of Sami 
livelihood and there are 
demonstrations against it; 
 
Josefina talks about lack of 
redistribution and about the 
Sami Parliament positioning 
itself; 
The President of the Sami 
Parliament says that the Sami 
Parliament had not taken a 
stand in the individual case of 
the mine in Kallak, but they 
are working on the mining 
policy issue which also 
addresses Sami rights. 

- There are plans for a new mine in Kallak, four miles west of 

Jokkmokk. The mining company Jokkmokk Iron mine has been granted 
a licence for iron ore testing. But at the beginning of the summer, a 

dozen demonstrators gathered there and blocked the road to the ore 
department using, among other things, large stones. The planned mine 
lies just where the Sami have their reindeer. 

- "We can see how our fields are next given to international companies 

who do not have to give anything back to local communities, to the 
Sami or to clean up themselves," says Josefina Lundgren Skerk; “I 

would like to see the Sami Parliament speak properly,"  
- Stefan Mikaelsson, President of the Sami Parliament: "That means 
that it is not the company's wishes to rule and set without it being 
international law. The Sami right is revealed in the Swedish legal 
system, " 

Resolution: the Sami Youth 
Council is talking to the 
government. 

- The Sámi Youth Council has now turned to the government to help 
discuss how the Sami interests should not be forgotten in future 
mining plans: "I hope the government will seriously listen to the Sami 

and make us part of the future development in Sweden," says Josefina 
Lundgren Skerk. 

Coda: no coda. - No coda. 

http://sverigesradio.se/sida/artikel.aspx?programid=2327&artikel=5609293
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Evaluation: Sami youth is worried about the way Sami Parliament is handling the discussions about 
Kallak. 

 

Article 46. Sameradion (October 2, 2013). “ The Altabombian about the Kallak activists: "They will be heroes"“. 
Available in: https://sverigesradio.se/sida/artikel.aspx?programid=2327&artikel=5716866 . Last 
accessed: May 8, 2013. Size: Medium. Genre: News. Main topic: Protest, Indigenous peoples. Author: 
Sameradion. 
 
(..) 
 
Article 47. Sameradion (August 19, 2013). “Sami artists want to act in Kallak”. Available in: 
https://sverigesradio.se/sida/artikel.aspx?programid=2327&artikel=5620701 . Last accessed: May 14, 
2018. Size: Medium. Genre: News. Main topic: Protest, Indigenous peoples. Author: Sameradion. 
 
(..) 
 

Article 48. Sameradion (November 28, 2013). “Support demonstrations for the prosecuted Kallak activists 
in Stockholm and Gällivare today”. Available in: 
https://sverigesradio.se/sida/artikel.aspx?programid=2327&artikel=5717530 . Last accessed: May 14, 
2018.  Size: Medium. Genre: News. Main topic: Protest. Author: Sameradion. 
 

STORY DISCOURSE 

Abstract: protesters 
demonstrate in favor of 
prosecuted Kallak activists. 
Orientation: time: recent past ; 
places: street, Stockholm and 
Gällivare, Parliament House; 
participants: protesters, 
activists, political actors. 

- Support demonstrations for the prosecuted Kallak activists in 
Stockholm and Gällivare today. 
- A human action picture portraits protesters in the demonstration. They 
hold signs that say: “We support the persecuted activists”, “For clean 

water and steady ground”, “respect for Sami lands”. Legend says, N: 
“Manifestation in Stockholm to support the prosecuted Kallak 

activists.” 

Initial situation: protesters 
demonstrate in favor of 
prosecuted Kallak activists. 
 

- Around 20 demonstrators [protesters] gathered at both 
Medborgarplatsen in Stockholm and outside Gällivare district court 
today, to support the Kallak activists who were prosecuted by the 

Gällivare District Court [political actor]. Today, the trials started 
against the three activists who protested in connection with the mining 
company Jokkmokk Iron Mine's drilling in Kallak.  

Complicating action: (implicit 
in the abstract, refers to 
popular support to persecuted 
activists). 

- Not explicit. 

What happens Next: a 
protester speaks about the 
activists (heroes); Sami 
person/politician defends the 
activists and demands 
international justice; 
 
The narrator gives a bit of 
context on the Kallak 
explosions and the arrest of 
the activists (today, the three 

- Ingrid Engarås [protester]: These activists will have all the support, 
she continues, they have shown an incredible courage and have taken 
risks. 
- Stefan Mikaelsson [President of the Sámi Parliament]: "I do not think 

it's a crime to claim the Sami culture," says Mikaelsson. But the 
continued destruction of nature can not be legal in an international 
perspective. 
- N: It was July 29 that the mining company Jokkmokk Iron Mines 

[business] would begin its explosions at the Kallak explosion area. 
Activists had built barricades on the way to the area to try to prevent it.  

https://sverigesradio.se/sida/artikel.aspx?programid=2327&artikel=5716866
https://sverigesradio.se/sida/artikel.aspx?programid=2327&artikel=5620701
https://sverigesradio.se/sida/artikel.aspx?programid=2327&artikel=5717530
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people are charged with 
violent opposition and 
suicidal procedure, one of 
which is also charged with 
relegation against officials). 

Resolution: no resolution. - No resolution. 

Coda: no coda. - No coda. 

Evaluation: for Sami and local people, the prosecuted Kallak activists were doing the right thing. 

 

Article 49. Sameradion (October 1, 2013). “Rebuff for mining companies in Kallak”. Available in: 
https://sverigesradio.se/sida/artikel.aspx?programid=2327&artikel=5661821 . Last accessed: May 14, 
2018. Size: Medium. Genre: News. Main topic: Environment. Author: Sameradion/Studio One. 
 
(..) 
 
Article 50. Sameradion (September 11, 2013). “40 years after the coup - indigenous peoples stronger than ever”. 
Available in: https://sverigesradio.se/sida/artikel.aspx?programid=2327&artikel=5641648 . Last 
accessed: August 28, 2013. Size: Small. Genre: News. Main topic: Protest, Indigenous Peoples. Author: 
Sameradion. 
 

STORY DISCOURSE 

Abstract: indigenous peoples 
keep fighting after the 
military coup in Chile. 
Orientation: time: past, now; 
places: Stockholm; 
participants: indigenous 
peoples. 
 

- 40 years after the coup - the indigenous peoples stronger than ever. 
- The cover image is a portrait of an indigenous person (the same 
interviewed by the narrator). Legend says, N: Carmen Blanco Valer lived 

in Chile at the 1973 military coup/ The following (environmental) image 
shows a governmental building in flames. Legend says, N: La Moneda 
Palace is bombed in the 1973 military coup/ The last image is a portrait of 
two indigenous women. They look at the camera and hold their ethnic 
flag. Legend says, N: Carmen Blanco Valer and Silvia Leiva Gomez with a 
mapuche flag at a demonstration in Stockholm. 

Initial situation: indigenous 
peoples resist since the 
military coup in Chile. 

- N: The indigenous peoples were oppressed during the military 

regime, but prepared a resistance with the help of the church. Today, it 
is forty years since the coup in Chile. 

Complicating action: 

(implicit in ‘what happens 
next’, refers to global 
structures that try to wipe 
out indigenous peoples). 

- Not explicit. 

What happens Next: the 
narrator presents the 
background of indigenous 
peoples suffering and 
resistance in Chile; the 
indigenous person (Chilean) 
talks about global structures 
of power. 

- N: [about chilean indigenous person]. She belongs to the Quechua 

people and has come from Peru as a political refugee. (...)  
- indigenous person: Seventeen years of military dictatorship follow and 

indigenous peoples suffer a lot during the regime (...).  
- N: already under the fascist regime, indigenous peoples are organizing 

themselves secretly - Under the cover of church meetings they could 
organize themselves. After the coup, one can see an ethnic move 
emerge. Today, the indigenous movement in Chile lives, but the 

wounds from the couch are far from healed. 
- indigenous person: Chile's bargain paved the way for the Chilean 
experimental country, selling all the things that are common. It is 

https://sverigesradio.se/sida/artikel.aspx?programid=2327&artikel=5661821
https://sverigesradio.se/sida/artikel.aspx?programid=2327&artikel=5641648
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perhaps the absolute worst inheritance we have from the cup; also what 
happens in Sápmi today is to some extent an effect of the acquisition of 
power 40 years ago; "What is happening to Kallak is also a result of this 
neoliberal expansion. One sees that it is not about nationalities but 
about structures, global structures that are trying to wipe us out. 

Resolution: no resolution. - No resolution. 

Coda: no coda. - No coda. 

Evaluation: the story is told to say that indigenous peoples resist and are aware of the global scale of the 
problem. 

 
Article 51. Sameradion (September 11, 2013). “The tourism industry in the north challenges the government's 
mineral policy”. Available in: https://sverigesradio.se/sida/artikel.aspx?programid=2327&artikel=5642985 
. Last accessed: May 15, 2018. Size: Small. Genre: News. Main topic: Environment. Author: Sameradion. 
 
(..) 
 
GÁLLOK - ADDITIONAL SAMPLE 

Article 52. BBC. “The reindeer herders battling an iron ore mine in Sweden”. Available in: 
http://www.bbc.com/news/business-28547314. Last accessed: April 7, 2018. Size: Major. Genre: News. 
Main topic: Indigenous peoples, Political. Author: BBC. 
 

STORY DISCOURSE 

Abstract: Sami battle a mine 
in Sweden. 
Orientation: time: present, 
recent past; place: 
Somewhere between 
Sweden and Norway (the 
mountains), Jokkmokk; 
participants: activists, media. 

- N: “The reindeer herders battling an iron ore mine in Sweden” 
- N: “There are eight seasons in the Sami calendar. Each coincides with a 
stage in the life of their reindeer.” 
- A video depicts (cover image) a sunny large field full of reindeer and 

some people watching them. The legend says: “Stuart Hughes (media) 
reports from northern Sweden: ''Campaigners argue the mine will be 

devastating for Sami reindeer herders''”. 

Initial Situation: the 
narrator describes where 
reindeer herders live, what 
they do, and who they are.  

- N: “In the mountains near the border between Sweden and Norway, at 

the height of summer the Sami call Giessie, the reindeer herders mark 

the newborn calves that are just beginning to roam this land. For a few 
short months, the sun never dips below the horizon. It is a way of life 
that the Sami, Europe's only indigenous people, have followed for 
thousands of years”. 

Complicating action: 

Beowulf Mining is running 
tests to explore the area and 
the future is uncertain for 
Sami. 
 
 

- N: “It is now one they say faces an uncertain future. A British company, 
Beowulf Mining, has been carrying out test drilling for iron ore in the 
area.” 
- A video depicts (cover image) the same field from the beginning, having 
the back of a person as the focus . The legend says (N): “Sami reindeer 

herder Jakob Nygard says the proposed iron ore mine could destroy his 

livelihood” 
- Nygard (indigenous person): "They always tell us the mine will just be 

a small area," (N) he tells me at his wooden cabin in the isolated 
settlement of Vaisaluokta, an hour's boat journey from the nearest 
paved road.  
- Nygard (indigenous person): "The reindeer need to find food in nature 

so they need a big area to graze."; “We take many things from the 

https://sverigesradio.se/sida/artikel.aspx?programid=2327&artikel=5642985
http://www.bbc.com/news/business-28547314
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reindeer into our culture so I think if reindeer herding dies then our 
culture also dies." 
- An environmental image shows a baby reindeer. The legend says (N): 
“The Sami are spread across northern Norway, Sweden, Finland and 

Russia”. Right after, a portrait of Jakob. The legend says (N): “Reindeer 

need plenty of space to graze, says Jakob Nygard”. 

What happens next: the 
reporter hears different 
opinions in Jokkmokk, gives 
some context on the mining 
industry in Sweden, and 
hears a journalist. 

- Sinclair-Poulton [foreign business]: "The population of Jokkmokk has 
been declining [at] basically 1% a year over the last 40 years, so the future 

is mining,"; "My feeling is that the vast majority of the population here 

is in favour of the mine”; “there will be all different kinds of job 
opportunities.”.  
- N: “The Kallak project has been the focus of angry demonstrations by 

Sami groups and environmental activists. They have used social media 
and networks of indigenous rights campaigners around the world to 
spread their message”. An image depicts a protester being arrested by two 
policemen. The legend says: “The Kallak mine has seen protests by Sami 

groups and environmental activists.” 
- N: “Journalist Arne Muller is the author of Dirty Billions, a book about 
the Swedish mining industry.”; “He believes that when forced to decide 
between the wishes of mining companies and those of the Sami 
community, the authorities put profit first.” 

Resolution: Sami will 
continue to fight and 
Bewoulf dialogue with Sami. 
 

- N: “Sami campaigners insist they will continue their opposition to the 

Kallak project, even if Beowulf is given its operating licence”. ; “They plan 
to pursue other avenues to try to stop the mine, such as appealing to the 
United Nations. A petition has already been lodged with the UN over the 
Ronnbacken case”. 
- N: “Beowulf Mining says its operations can co-exist alongside the 
traditional Sami way of life. It admits the two sides are "estranged," but 
says it wants to work with the Sami to address their concerns”. 

Coda: back to an open field, 
a Sami participant talks 
about her culture. 
 
 

- An environmental image shows an open field with indigenous tends. The 
legend says: “Sami tents, or lavuts, were originally made with reindeer 

skins, but canvas is now used.” 
- N: “However, Jenny Wik Karlsson, head lawyer for the Swedish Sami 
Association, believes Beowulf should abandon its plans for Kallak. Only 
that, she says, will ensure the survival of Sweden's Sami and their 

reindeer herds”. 
- Karlsson [indigenous person/expert]: "I would say to Beowulf 'just 

walk away,'" she tells me. "I would ask them to think - can the world 

afford to lose another unique culture? 

Evaluation: Sami culture could be lost. 

 
Article 53. The Guardian (January 2, 2013). “Reindeer herds in danger as Australia's mining boom comes to 
Sweden". Available in: https://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/jan/02/reindeer-herds-in-danger-
mining-sweden . Last accessed: May 17, 2018. Size: Major. Genre: Opinionated. Main topic: Indigenous 
Peoples, Environment. Author: The Guardian. 
 

STORY DISCOURSE 

Abstract: Sami are in danger 
because of a mining boom in 
Sweden. 
Orientation: time: now, 

- N: Reindeer herds in danger as Australia's mining boom comes to 

Sweden/ Lars Jon Allas [Sami], whose family has herded for generations, 

says mine dust kills the lichen reindeer eat in winter. 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/jan/02/reindeer-herds-in-danger-mining-sweden
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/jan/02/reindeer-herds-in-danger-mining-sweden
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recent past, future; place: 
Kiruna, Kallak; participants: 
indigenous peoples, 
activists, political actors 
(Sweden, UN). 

- The cover image is a portrait of a Sami person (looks at the camera). 
Behind him, there is a reindeer in a snowy landscape. Legend says, N: Lars 
Jon Allas [Sami] and his reindeer herd.  

Initial situation: the 
narrator presents Kiruna 
(where the conflict takes 
place). 

- The town of Kiruna in far north Sweden is home to the largest 
underground iron mine in the world.  

Complicating action: 

mining in the region of 
Kiruna frightens reindeer 
herders but they are 
determined to stop it. 

- Lars Jon Allas [Sami] and his reindeer herd spend their winters in the 

pastures just outside Kiruna. Allas, whose family has herded reindeer 

for countless generations, says mine dust can carry kilometres and kills 

the lichen reindeer eat during winter. Allas [Sami] is apprehensive about 
the mining boom taking place in Sweden: “We have mining exploration 

everywhere, it's frightening.” Now an Australian company is planning a 
mining complex just south of Kiruna and Allas's Sami community is 
determined to stop it. 

What happens Next: A 
Sami/expert explains why 
the mine is bad for Sami 
communities 
(lands/reindeer migration 
and reproduction); 
 
 
 
 
the Sami/expert explains 
that reindeer is important 
for Sami culture and that the 
communities are fighting 
back; 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Kallak is presented as an 
example of this fight. 

- N: … [the company hopes that] environmental impact assessments and 
final resource testing will be completed in 2014. The proposed mine sites 
stretch kilometres across the forested landscape.  
- Mattias Åhrén [Sami/expert]: “The site is so huge it cuts the Sami 

communities in half. It's directly on the reindeer migration path.” Åhrén 
says the mines would destroy autumn and spring pastures and reindeer 
would not be able to pass. He says it is particularly damaging because 
the mine sites are in the area used by reindeer to give birth. 
- An environmental image shows a train in a snowy landscape. Legend 
says, N: A train passes the Kiruna mine.  
- N: Reindeer herding is considered by many to be the basis of Sami 

culture. Once it is gone, Åhrén [Sami/expert] fears their ancient culture 
would soon follow.  
- Åhrén [Sami/expert]: ”Traditional cultures depend on the land use, the 
livelihoods”, “When that disappears you become a museum culture, you 
are frozen in time.” 
- N: The Sami communities are not going down without a fight. 
(...)Åhrén [Sami/expert]: “We are arguing that Sami communities have 
established property rights through traditional use, giving them the 
right to say no.” Sweden [political] has so far refused to ratify the 
International Labour Organisation (ILO) Convention 169, that gives 
indigenous people legal rights over their traditional land. 
- An environmental image shows reindeer in a snowy landscape. Legend 
says, N: Reindeer grazing in the forest.  
- Åhrén [Sami/expert, about UN committee] “It's very difficult to 
convince the Swedish majority that reindeer herding is more important 
than mining, because people treasure money and themselves first. That's 
why we have human rights, because you can't rely on majority rule in 
these kinds of decisions.” 
- But increasingly Sami have been engaging in politics, with protests 
held in the north and Stockholm. This summer activists from across 

Scandinavia joined Sami and other locals to blockade the British company 
Beowulf's Kallak mine project in the centre of northern Sweden. 
Blockade organisers said the project will damage local forests, 
waterways and reindeer pastures.  

Resolution: no resolution. - No resolution. 
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Coda: back to the mine in 
Kiruna, it should expect 
Sami resistance. 

- Hannans [business], who declined to comment, will have to prepare for 
continued resistance from a minority people fighting for survival. 

Evaluation: Sami will keep on fighting against mining in their lands. 

 

Article 54. Al Jazeera (November 28, 2013). “Under Northern Lights". Available in: 
https://www.aljazeera.com/programmes/peopleandpower/2013/11/under-northern-lights-
201311279432224643.html. Last accessed: May 17, 2018. 
 Size: Major. Genre: Other (documentary)/ Main topic: Indigenous Peoples, Environment. Author: AJ 
reporter (London). 
 

STORY DISCOURSE 

Abstract: the story is about 
preserving Northern 
Scandinavia. 
Orientation: time: present, 
recent past; place: locations in 
Sweden and Finland; 
participants: indigenous 
persons, business. 

- N: Under Northern Lights/ In northern Scandinavia, locals are taking 
on mining giants in a bid to save an ancient environment and way of 

life. 
- The video (cover image) depicts a man and a woman riding horses and 
holding laces among a reindeer heard. They wear ‘regular’ clothes. No 
legend. 

Initial situation: the narrator 
introduces/describes 
Northern Europe and its 
indigenous peoples. 

- Europe's far north is a place of spectacular beauty, of mountains and 
forests, lakes and rivers, illuminated in winter by the ethereal glow of 
the Aurora Borealis or Northern Lights. It is also home to an 

astonishing array of plants and animals which have survived largely 
thanks to the indigenous people of the area - the Sami. 

Complicating action: mining 
companies threaten Sami, and 
they fight back. 

- (...) But in recent years a new species has arrived: the multinational 

mining company. (...) But the Sami feel that their way of life and the 
remarkable natural world they inhabit are being put under threat. So 
they have been fighting back. 

What happens Next: he 
narrator introduces/describes 
Northern Europe, its 
indigenous peoples and their 
fight (for land and culture); 
 
 
 
 
 
 
the narrator describes his 
experience of visiting 
Laponia and introduces a 
Sami interviewee, who 
speaks about reindeer 
herding; 
 
 
 
 

- At first glance the picturesque town of Jokkmokk, which lies just 
inside the Arctic Circle, seems to exemplify the 'Swedish Model' – that 

much-vaunted image of Swedish perfection. (...) here, in one of 
Europe's richest countries, renowned for human rights and social 
justice,  indigenous people find themselves fighting a last ditch battle 
against the state and a multinational mining company; at stake: their 
ancestral land and an ancient way of life. 
- It is a story being repeated across of much of the region, from Norway 

to Finland, for northern Scandinavia is currently experiencing a raw 
materials rush, as remarkable in its way as the gold rushes that took 

place in 19th century America - and the Sami, who inhabit much of this 
vast territory, are standing in front of it. 

- I arranged to meet Jonas Vannar, a Sami reindeer herder, high up in 

the Laponia Mountains, a spectacular wilderness, where the reindeer 
had just been gathered. The region is so remote that a helicopter was the 
only practical means of getting there. As we approached our 

destination, I saw an extraordinary spectacle: vast herds of reindeer 
swarming round the inside of an immense circular corral, which from 
this height looked like countless dots caught in a whirlpool. 
- Sami person: "The Sami are closely linked to reindeer herding," he 
explained, casually throwing a lasso over his shoulder. "We all have a 
strong bond with the reindeer; it is the cornerstone of our culture." 

https://www.aljazeera.com/programmes/peopleandpower/2013/11/under-northern-lights-201311279432224643.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/programmes/peopleandpower/2013/11/under-northern-lights-201311279432224643.html
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another Sami speaks (about 
how the area is important for 
Sami reindeer herding) and 
the narrator says that, in 
other words, Jonas talks 
about Laponia as a world 
heritage status; 
 
 
Kallak is presented as an 
example of the mining 
conflicts that Sami face, other 
actors are evoked 
(environmentalists, eco-
warriors, locals), and activist 
speaks (about the 
environment); 
the narrator goes back to his 
hotel, interviews the 
Jokkmokk Governor; 
 
 
 
 
 
the narrator goes to Finland 
and finds a similar situation 
(landscape, indigenous 
persons) 
 
 
 
 
 

Looking around, he added: "The grazing of the reindeer inhibits the 
birch forest - the reindeer have formed this landscape since time 
immemorial." 
- Laponia is quite a landscape: pristine forests, mountains and rivers, 

not to mention the world's fastest moving glacier.(...).  
- Like many Sami, Jonas studied at university but chose to return to this 
rugged landscape to work with the reindeer. "It's something close to 

my heart," he told me. "Our biggest fear is that the mine with its 
connecting infrastructure would effectively cut off our possibilities of 
migrating to our winter pastures; and also the mine itself is where we 
have part of our reindeer in wintertime so we fear that we will not be 

able to continue reindeer herding in this area." In other words, 
according to Jonas, not only does the mine threaten the Sami herders, it 
also threatens the area's world heritage status. 
- [Kallak]... a bitter standoff between environmentalists and the police 
when people had come from all over Scandinavia to try to stop a British 
company, Beowulf Mining, from test drilling. (…). The 
environmentalists, a mixture of self-styled eco-warriors, locals and 
Sami were busy clearing the site of rubbish, not wishing to leave a mess 
behind. 
- Activist: "The mining industry is one of the most dangerous and toxic 

industrial things you can imagine," he said. "Every year, just in 
Sweden, millions of tonnes of toxic waste leak out into rivers and the 
sea. All over Sweden this is happening right now." 
- The sun is setting on the hour-long drive back to Jokkmokk. It is that 
time of day cameramen love, when colours are at their richest. The light 
bestows an almost mystical quality to the forests and rivers we pass 
and it is easy to see why so many people had converged here to try to 
save this remarkable landscape. 

- [Jokkmokk Governor]...  
- … 400km north of the capital, Helsinki. … It is a truly magical place, 
the lake surface reflecting the perfect blue of a cloudless sky, while the 
shore, lined with autumnal russets, gives a sense of profound 
tranquillity. 
- Indigenous person (Finland): "I would say we are like indigenous 

people of these lakes," Hannu went on as he pulled us gently out across 

the water. "But we are not recognised as indigenous people so we don't 
have collective rights of these lakes and rivers. This is kind of paradise, 
but it is also a paradise for mining companies. They are coming and 
they are taking." 
- Indigenous person/celebrity (Finland): "I'm very worried that my 
generation is the generation which is going to carry all those 
responsibilities for what those companies have done here," Riikka said. 
"And of course I'm worried about the nature because if we destroy this 
area once we cannot get it back anymore. There are two different 
values: the mining values, and the other values of pure nature and local 
people which are much more important than the money the company 
would like to have from Lapland." 

Resolution: the narrator 
interviews a businessman; a 
cultural gap (different world 
views) between business 
actors and locals. 

- … the gaping cultural gulf between the two sides. "What is the 

potential for growth in reindeer herding?" said Sinclair-Poulton. "Will 
this go ahead and employ hundreds more people? No, no it won’t. Will 
mining? Yes it will." 

Coda: back to Scandinavia - The anxiety of the Sami and others is that when decisions are being 
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beauty. taken in Swedish and Finnish government circles about the future 
course of mining in Scandinavia's stunningly beautiful far north, the 
cold economic logic of such sentiments will prove all too irresistible. 

Evaluation: the beauty of Lapland and its ancient people is under threat. 
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