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Abstract 

Immigration policies and border control in the US were hardened significantly more 

ever since the new government’s immigration executive order in 2017. A series of mas-

sive raids and immigrant detentions were carried out which got the attention of both 

human rights activists and the news media. How these immigration detention events are 

portrayed in the news media reflect, moreover, a series of discourses which seem to 

attract audiences from either left-wing or right-wing political ideologies, specifically to 

read CNN and Fox news respectively, according to a previous survey-based research. 

This paper aims to identify through Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) how those in 

detention are represented in the news headlines of Fox News and CNN, and secondly, 

identify what possible left-wing and right-wing political ideologies about immigration 

are expressed in the news outlets. Reference strategies and transitivity will encompass 

the micro-level analysis, which focuses on language construction. For the macro-level 

analysis on the one hand, discourse practices like process of production and consump-

tion will be considered, and on the other hand, American foreign policy viewed from 

the left-wing and right-wing perspectives will be discussed to consider differences in 

style, tone and perspective in CNN and Fox News’ headlines in relation to immigrant 

detention events. Results show that CNN, tied to left-wing audiences, portray the immi-

gration detention events from the perspective of immigrants who are in a vulnerable 

position since they are detained with their families. Moreover, Fox News, tied to right-

wing audiences, show the events more from the viewpoint of the government and the 

public entities in charge of the immigration policies, who are in need to restrain, detain, 

and deport immigrants for the sake of the country’s security. This paper aims to con-

tribute further to the research on political ideologies as a relevant factor to understand 

differences in discourse in the news media for future research.  
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1. Introduction 

 
Immigration and border control policies in the US have been hardened ever since the 

new government took office in 2017. From the protesters and opposing parties’ point of 

view, the different decisions made by the new government represent a hostile attitude 

against immigration. This concerns in particular the way immigration detention centres 

are claimed to be used towards immigrants that, for different reasons, have attempted to 

enter or stay in the country. Immigration detention centres have, however, always been 

surrounded by controversy ever since their existence. The government administrations 

in the US have throughout the years made use of immigration detention centres to retain 

immigrants regardless of whether they represent an immediate threat to the country or 

not (Hamilton, 2011). Only in 2017 more than 300.000 immigrants were held in deten-

tion to be deported, and more than half of the detainees were not convicted for a crime 

or were convicted for non-violent offences such as traffic violations or re-entering the 

country (United States Immigration, 2016). Criticism, protests, and debate, as well as 

constant news coverage increased after a new executive order in 2017 was released by 

the US government administration, which re-enforces the detention and deportation 

operations of immigrants.  

 

Immigration events have always been subject of discussion and disagreement, both so-

cially and politically. The ways in which this particular subject is projected in the news 

media differs. Research, on the one hand, presents cases in which news coverage about 

immigration issues is reported on from a more “humanized” perspective (Figenschou & 

Thorbjørnsrud, 2015), whereas in other cases it is argued that negative media coverage 

about immigration, in general, allows for negative public perceptions and attitudes to-

wards immigration (Crawley, 2005; Teo, 2000). Furthermore, the news media plays a 

role when it comes to portraying immigration and asylum seekers as a threat, which is 

then reflected in the raise of anti-immigration movements or the immigration policies 

adopted by a country (Innes, 2010). Research in critical linguistics so far, has given 

some attention to how political ideologies influence existing discourses about immigra-

tion and, in turn, how this may influence the representation of immigrants in the news; 

however, this subject should be explored further (Hardman, 2008). A survey carried out 

by Gil de Zuñiga et al. (2012), for instance, shows that audiences who have left-wing or 

right-wing political inclinations would prefer to read or watch news from CNN or Fox 

News respectively. Even though this survey results provide an insight of how political 

ideologies indeed motivate audiences to consume one news outlet or the other, there are 

no further observations of why certain audiences would choose CNN or Fox News, par-

ticularly what discourse-linguistic features used in news outlets such as CNN and Fox 

News may attract certain audiences. A linguistic approach, with a critical perspective 

seems, therefore, apt to answer this kind of question. 

 

Drawing upon this knowledge, the purpose of this paper is to critically analyse how the 

case of the immigration detentions in the US is represented in the news headlines. The 

reason why only news headlines will be considered for this paper is established on the 

idea that headlines are “the first lines of text readers scan through before diving into an 
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article” (Lombardi, 2018, p. 4), making them a fundamental tool of information and 

summary of the event, but also of persuasion (Dor, 2003). This critical analysis aims to 

identify and understand how these immigration detention events are depicted, what kind 

of linguistic features are used, as well as what kind of discourses, and representations 

emerge in the words used in the news headlines in light of the different political ideolo-

gies that influence these news outlets. The selected online news headlines are taken 

from two of the most consumed web-based news and cable networks in the US: Fox 

News and CNN. The analysis is based on Fairclough’s (1995b, 2001) model of macro 

and micro levels of analysis, where factors like sociocultural contexts, discourse prac-

tices and linguistic features are combined. The aim of this critical discourse analysis 

framework is dual. Firstly, this study explores the left-wing (Democrats) and right-wing 

(Republican) political ideologies in the US in terms of immigration policies, in order to 

understand the possible motivations and processes behind the formulation of headlines 

in CNN and Fox News. Secondly, the use of reference strategies, namely, the nominal 

groups as well as participants and processes are analysed to understand how the actors 

in the headlines are represented in relation to the immigration detention events in the 

recent years. 

 

1.1 Research questions 

 

As a guideline for the analysis, two main research questions were formulated: 

 

• How are the cases of immigration detentions represented in CNN and Fox news 

headlines? 

• What possible left-wing and right-wing political ideologies about immigration 

are expressed in CNN and Fox News headlines?  

 

2. Literature Review 
 

Research shows that immigration is a notion that is laden with ideological discourses. It 

is not surprising that when the word immigrant is used, certain stereotypes predominate. 

The factor of illegality, for instance, is much embedded in most of immigration dis-

courses (Falk, 2010; Hart, 2010). Ceyhan and Tsoukala (2002) agree on the fact that the 

spreading of discourses of fear, more often found in politics, target those who are seen 

as outsiders, refugees, migrants, non-Europeans, Muslims, Hispanics or undocumented 

as the main source of chaos which later helps justify restraining immigration policies. 

According to Edelman (1988), the senses of illegality, sovereignty, and out-group are a 

social construct that gives way to a set of processes and arguments expected to be 

adopted by the public opinion, in political speeches, and the media. 

 

How immigration is portrayed in the news media has been, moreover, subject of analy-

sis in various studies from a critical perspective. Benson (2013), who focuses on media 

sociology for instance, finds through a comparative content analysis that in news cover-

age in France and the US, immigrants are often framed as a “threat” for the public order 

of the nations or framed as the “victims” surrounded by a humanitarian crisis. In media 
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studies, a comparative research on news framing done by Figenschou and Thor-

bjørnsrud (2015), who compare Norway, France, and the United States’ immigration 

news and find that Norwegian news, in comparison to French and American news, give 

a larger importance to the personal stories and perspectives of immigrants, especially in 

the case of Norway. Furthermore, from a critical linguistics perspective, Santa Ana 

(1999) analysed the metaphors used in the political debate of 1994 in California about 

the anti-immigrant referendum and the correspondent print media coverage and discov-

ered that immigrants not only were associated to animals, by using metaphors like “im-

migrants are animals” in political debates, but these metaphors were also constantly 

reproduced and repeated in the newspapers. Instances of racism were, moreover, found 

in Teo’s (2000) critical discourse analysis of Australian newspapers which showed an 

asymmetrical relationship between a “white majority” and immigrant Vietnamese 

groups settled in Australia, with the former being the “law-enforcers” and the latter the 

“law-breakers”.  

 

Some research, moreover, has considered political inclinations or ideologies held im-

plicitly or explicitly in the news media. In media studies, Gil de Zuñiga et al’s (2012) 

survey study on media effects such as selective exposure, for instance, compared CNN 

and Fox news regarding attitudes towards Mexican immigration in the United States. 

Results showed that those who categorize themselves as conservative Republicans are 

more likely to watch Fox news, which is associated with negative perceptions of Mexi-

can immigration and seem to support restrictive immigration policies. Those who con-

sider themselves as liberal democrats, in contrast, which are associated with a more neu-

tral attitude towards immigration, tend to prefer CNN instead (Gil de Zuñiga et al., 

2012). Using critical discourse analysis, Hardman (2008) sheds light to the importance 

of concepts such as identity and ideology when analysing linguistic construction in me-

dia discourse. His dissertation focuses on British newspapers and incorporates a dis-

course-historical approach to critical analysis. Results show that the analysed newspa-

pers adopt different stances in relation to political issues and political leaders with the 

help of linguistic strategies, which allows for the creation of an ideological identity for 

the newspaper. This identity construction in the newspapers allows for the audience to 

understand events from the point of view the newspaper presents. Although important 

results have been collected in relation to political ideologies in media discourse, re-

search seems somewhat limited, even more so in connection to topics like immigration. 

 

Headlines have long played a key role for news producers and even more so in today’s 

online environment as competition for audiences is fierce. Studies show that not only 

are headlines a quick window into what comes after, but “they constitute a kind of 

‘shorthand’, a simplification and condensation of ideas (Develotte & Rechniewski, 

2001, p. 10). Online headlines, moreover, reach audiences on a larger scale as these are 

more immediate and accessible than the news in general. Therefore, what is put in one 

headline must have a multifunctional purpose; that is, to attract, impact, and inform 

(Bell 1991; Taiwo, 2007). In terms of mental processing, one further factor to consider 

is perspective, and the role of headlines to orient the reader’s interpretation as headlines 

“encapsulate not only the content but the orientation, the perspective that the readers 

should bring to their understanding of the article” (Develotte & Rechniewski, 2001, p. 
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2). From a critical point of view, this has implications on how headlines may be used to 

prime readers on how to understand the reported news, either from a negative perspec-

tive or from a positive perspective depending on the subject and the author (Taiwo, 

2007).  

 

In line with the presented research, this paper aims, firstly, to expand further on immi-

gration discourse, as a relevant and problematic topic in today’s societies from a CDA 

perspective. Secondly, explore the factor of political ideology in news media discourse, 

to consider further the key role the news media holds. In terms of news media, this pa-

per considers, therefore, relevant to question not only what kind of information coming 

from editorial texts is provided to the public but also how, through language, newspa-

pers encode political ideologies to the audience, which allows for the maintenance of 

dominant ideologies and the legitimation of these (Hardman, 2008). 

 

 

3. Methodology 

 
3.1 Material – data collection 

 

To understand how the case of immigration detentions are represented in CNN and Fox 

news and carry out a systematic selection of news headlines a set of criteria was fol-

lowed: 

 

• The news headlines were mainly related to immigration detentions. 

• The news headlines were within a specific time span, starting from January 2017 

(i.e., the date when the new immigration executive order was released) to the 

end of 2018.  

The main rationale behind the criteria was the comparability of the headlines appearing 

in these two different outlets, in order to better reveal possible differences and similari-

ties. Based on this, 146 news headlines (62 from CNN, and 80 from Fox News) were 

retrieved in total. Headlines that concerned follow-up news articles on the same topic 

were discarded for this study; however, since the selection process of the headlines oc-

curred manually, a margin of error is expected. Follow-up news could also explain why 

there are different sample sizes for CNN and Fox news; CNN had relatively more fol-

low-up articles that discussed the same topic. The news headlines were found by using 

the phrase “immigration detention” as the keyword in the news networks’ search bars.  

 

3.1.1. Context  

 

Since early 2017, immigration detention cases became a hot topic in most news media 

in the United States. This happened after the current government’s immigration execu-

tive order, in which immigration policies were hardened and gave more power to the 

U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) to carry out mass detentions of im-

migrants who were to be deported later. Most of the controversy was about the lack of 

organization and management to accomplish the executive order, which has led to an 
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increase of human rights abuses in terms of sanitary issues, lack of legal representation, 

cases of physical and sexual abuse, and family separations, among others. NGOs and 

human rights activist were the ones that drew attention to the situation which also led to 

constant news media coverage (Ryo & Peacock, 2018). This later resulted in the U.S. 

president signing a new executive order to stop family separations in 2018, but most of 

the issues persist until today according to what the news media reports.  

 

 

3.2 CDA: Theory and methods 

 

2.2.1 CDA: Theoretical framework 

 

This paper follows the critical discourse analysis (CDA) approach developed by Fair-

clough (1995a, 1995b, 2001) as his theoretical approach gives important contributions 

to the analysis of the role of language as a social practice. Additionally, Fairclough 

(1995b) explores further on the use of language in the media to represent and shape so-

ciety’s values, which is much in line with the aim of this paper. Fairclough combines 

CDA with the linguistic theory of Systemic Functional Linguistics (SFL) to bring to-

gether social science and linguistics and set up “a dialogue between them” (Chouliaraki 

& Fairclough, 1999, p. 6). Halliday and Matthiessen (2014) present the systemic func-

tional linguistics view that texts are multifunctional, as these simultaneously represent 

the world, set up social relations and identities, and are constituted out of choices made 

on vocabulary, sentences, grammar, etc. to create coherence (the ideational, interper-

sonal, and textual metafunction respectively). It is argued, then, that text analysis inte-

grated with social context analysis is paramount to understand whether a text is working 

ideologically and how (Fairclough 1995b, p. 14).  

 

Fairclough’s (1995b) CDA for media discourse considers ultimately, texts, discourse 

practices and sociocultural practices as a three-dimensional model of analysis. Firstly, 

the text dimension is based on Halliday’s ideational, interpersonal and textual metafunc-

tions to carry out the textual analysis. Secondly, the dimension of discourse practice 

explores the processes of text production and consumption and is further divided in two 

processes: institutional process, which in media discourse refers to editorial procedures 

for production of media texts, and discourse processes, which involve the “transfor-

mations which texts undergo in production and consumption” (Fairclough 1995b, p. 

59). Thirdly, the dimension of social practices is where “discourse analysis becomes 

critical discourse analysis (Richardson, 2007, p. 42). Here, the societal aspect and the 

social formation, such as the historical, economic, political, and ideological aspects pro-

vide a broader insight into language in use (i.e., discourse), by these being subjected to 

“ethical and political critique, challenging the features that contribute to the perpetua-

tion of structured inequalities” (Richardson, 2007, p. 42).  

 

Fairclough (1995b, 2001) adopts, therefore, a critical view in discourse analysis, in or-

der to understand how language is used to maintain social relations of power imposed 

by some to others, and to commit to “the general raising of consciousness of exploita-

tive social relations, through focusing upon language” (2001, p.4). By power, Fair-
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clough (2001) means not only its use for coercion, but also to build consent, this latter 

through the production of ideology, as “ideology is the prime means of manufacturing 

consent” (p. 4). Furthermore, Fairclough (1995b) considers as ideological the “proposi-

tions that generally figure as implicit assumptions in texts, which contribute to produc-

ing or reproducing unequal relations of power, relations of domination” (p. 14). This is 

relevant when it comes to analysing a phenomenon such as immigration and how it is 

represented or described in the news media. 

 

Furthermore, this study draws upon the social identity theory which develops the no-

tions of group membership and group identity (Tajfel, 1974). Social identity theory ex-

plores the phenomenon of individuals in a society constantly developing group mem-

bership (ingroup) and defining differences with other groups (outgroup). Repercussions 

of this social grouping result in a sense of belonging, the creation of social identities, 

and emotional attachments to a particular group, which will determine what attitudes 

and discourses are adopted or not. This theory is of importance when it comes to under-

stand political ideologies, and in the case of newspaper editorials, how this creation of 

ingroups and outgroups can be used in text production in order to idealise readers be-

longing to a particular ingroup (Hardman, 2008). Finally, this paper also draws upon the 

constructivist definition of representation expressed by Hall (1997) who states that 

“representation is the process by which members of a culture use language to produce 

meaning” (p. 61). This means, at the same time, that the production of meaning and 

reality is not fixed and that there can be multiple ways to understand and produce one 

meaning and one reality. Representation reflects on how these culturally created differ-

ences are later used to impose binary opposition discourses that tend to be simplistic 

and polarizing, and that mark relations of power (Hall, 1997).  

 

 

3.2.2 CDA: Analytical framework 

 

CDA advocates for an analysis based on the form and function of a text. As a result, 

Fairclough (1995b) proposes to perform an onwards analysis; that is, to gradually build 

the analysis starting with a micro-level analysis (i.e., textual analysis) and later move on 

to a macro-level analysis (i.e., an analysis of discourse and sociocultural practices). Fig-

ure 1, developed by Fairclough (1995b, p. 59) helps illustrate the analytical framework 

more concisely: 
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Fig 1: A framework for a CDA of a communicative event (Fairclough, 1995b, p. 59) 

 

In order to perform an interpretative or critical textual analysis, this paper builds up on 

the idea that “every aspect of textual content is the result of a choice” (Richardson, 2007 

p. 38). Therefore, how the headlines from CNN and Fox news represent the events of 

immigration detention is the result of choices of words and actions. In what follows, I 

first describe the foci of micro-level analysis and then the objects of macro-level analy-

sis.  

 

Firstly, at the micro-level, the analysis of news headlines will focus on referential strat-

egies proposed by Reisigl and Wodak (2001) and transitivity proposed by Richardson 

(2007). In relation to the idea of choice, the notion of referential strategies stands for 

the characteristics that can be used to describe a social actor, that is, the person or group 

of people that is being talked about. The way a social actor is described or characterized 

indexes a certain meaning and this is used, consequently, to create associations with 

particular social groups and social actions. This also entails what kind of relationship 

there is between the namer and the named (Richardson, 2007). In other words: 

“social actors are referred to in terms of the major categories by means of which a given socie-

ty or institution differentiates between classes of people. In our society these include age, gen-

der, provenance, class, wealth, race, ethnicity, religion, sexual orientation, and so on.” (Van 

Leeuwen 1996, p. 54; quoted in Reisigl & Wodak, 2001, p. 52) 

Following this rationale, it can be assumed then that journalists’ description of the 

events reported always involve choice. This in turn entails that by choosing one attrib-

ute over another the journalist is deciding to highlight some aspects of the named and 

exclude other ones. Reisigl and Wodak (2001) call this “categorization” (p. 47), which 

is used to identify, ascribe identities and social roles in society to individuals, and this 

assigned “roles” may carry a set of positive or negative evaluations. In order to look 

into the way CNN and Fox News decide to represent the different actors or participants 
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in the headlines in the case of immigration detention, this paper will analyse nominal 

groups in the headlines from the perspective of referential strategies (Reisigl & Wodak, 

2001) and how these are used in the two news network’s headlines to represent people 

in detention.  

 

Following the idea of choice, moreover, transitivity deals with how choice in the con-

struction of a clause entails different understandings of action from the reader’s perspec-

tive (Richardson, 2007). Within the ideational metafunction, transitivity forms one of 

the analytic constituents in Halliday’s Systemic Functional Grammar approach. For this 

section, not only who is involved in the news event, but also the actions that surround it 

will be analysed. In other words, transitivity is about who (or what) does what to whom 

(or what) (Richardson, 2007). With transitivity, the structure of a clause is explored by 

analysing the relationship between participants and processes. According to Halliday 

and Matthiessen (2014, p. 220) representation in a clause is built on three main aspects: 

 

(i) The participants involved in the process, realized by noun phrases  

(ii) The processes unfolding, realized by verb phrases  

(iii) The circumstances associated with the process  

The processes will be analysed based on four different categories which are the materi-

al, relational, verbal, and mental processes (Richardson, 2007). According to SFG, ma-

terial processes are those verbs that indicate an action; for instance, running or doing. 

Relational processes are the verbs that indicate being, such as be, have, etc. Verbal pro-

cesses are verbs that are related to saying, such as speaking, and finally mental process-

es are those verbs that indicate a mental state, like thinking, feeling etc. Processes, 

moreover, can be transitive, i.e. with two or more participants or intransitive, with only 

one participant.  

 

Secondly, at the macro-level of analysis, the study will focus on dimensions of dis-

course practices and sociocultural practices. Discourse practices in the media, on the 

one hand, focus on what processes of production and consumption of texts are involved. 

When it comes to analysing motivations of production and consumption of texts in the 

news media, it is important to consider the fact that newspapers are businesses. For a 

business to remain profitable, its products need to be consumed. Richardson (2007, p. 

89) argues that “without a sense of the audience, there can be no selection of what to 

present as ‘the news’.” In the news media, audiences’ preferences and interests, there-

fore, set the standards of what to put in the papers, and this consideration of the audi-

ence influences on the choice of story, tone and style used in the texts (Richardson, 

2007). It has been established so far that audiences of Fox news are somewhat driven by 

right-wing political affiliations, whereas audiences of CNN are somewhat driven by 

left-wing political affiliations (Gil de Zuñiga et al., 2012). This paper will then draw 

upon this premise to analyse what characteristics in discourse may reflect a difference in 

perception, tone and style and compare how this can motivate specific audiences to read 

CNN and Fox News. In the news media sociocultural practices, on the other hand, focus 

on the analysis of the social world and journalism and how both affect each other (Fair-

clough, 1995b). In this dimension, it is assumed that society imposes a set of practices, 

such as social, political, ideological or economical, that shape and affect on the creation 
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and maintaining of social beliefs and discourses (Richardson, 2007). For this section, 

political affiliations of left-wing and right-wing in the US will be reflected upon as a 

sociocultural practice in terms of immigration and how these opposite ideologies see 

and understand the phenomenon of immigration.   

 

4. Analysis 

 
4.1 Micro-level of analysis  

 

4.1.1 Reference strategies 

 

For referential strategies presented in this section, a set of examples was selected from 

the headlines sample. The summarized list of headlines selected are representative of 

the more recurrent patterns occurring in CNN and Fox News; the patterns will be dis-

cussed further on. The words in bold style in figures 1 and 2 represent how the different 

referential strategies that depict people in detention were counted for the analysis and 

show how they are used by CNN and Fox News respectively. For this section, only 

headlines that are about people in detention will be analysed as it is the main focus of 

this paper. 

 

Representation of people in immigration detention in CNN 

 
1. Immigrant protected under 'Dreamer' program stays in custody

2. Atlanta immigration detainee dies

3. Immigrant detainee dies in ICE custody

4. Newly arrived Afghan family freed after being detained four days

5. Immigrant dad held 6 months in detention: 'This is my country, too'

6. Mom and 4 children forced to separate after seeking asylum in US

7. Migrant mother Gabriela Hernandez is almost relieved to be in detention after a hellish journey through Mexico

8. Don't let the US deport this good father of 3

9. Veteran who served two tours in Afghanistan could be deported

10. Iraqi Christians in Michigan fear deportation

11. Mexican journalist in US detention says life is in danger if deported

12. California pastor caught in immigration enforcement net

13. A cell became his cemetery

14. He's a US citizen born in Philadelphia. He says ICE detained him anyway  

Figure 1.  A representative sample of the headlines in CNN 

 

43 out of 62 headlines on CNN (67%) are concerned with those who are detained or in 

the process of deportation. The use of “immigrant” or “migrant” as the main characteris-

tic of the detainees in immigration centres occurs relatively often (16 headlines). In a 

few instances the attribute “immigrant” act as a modifier, for instance “immigrant de-

tainee” (examples 2 and 3, fig. 1) and in some other cases it acts as the head of the noun 

phrases, like “undocumented immigrant”, etc. Demographic attributes such as religion, 

nationality or profession are also used to refer to those in detention (13 headlines), like 

“Iraqi Christians”, “Mexican Journalist”, “veteran”, “California pastor” (examples 9-12, 

fig. 1), etc. Moreover, the notion of family seems to occur rather often. In 12 instances, 

naming family roles is used; however, some instances have “immigrant”, “migrant”, or 
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“undocumented” as the modifier, for instance “immigrant mom”, “immigrant dad” like 

example 5, “undocumented immigrant families”, “migrant families”, etc. Some other 

instances mention mainly family roles, like “mom and 4 children” (example 6, fig. 1), 

“separated families”, etc. Some add more attributes like “soldier son-in-law” and “new-

ly arrived Afghan family” (example 4, fig. 1) and one case where the modifier is rather 

evaluative: “good father of 3” (example 8, fig. 1). As seen so far, CNN in this case 

makes use of descriptive referential strategies that can be perceived as positive, even a 

case with a positive evaluative modifier like “good father”, or naming family roles and 

occupations, even military background like “veteran”, which indexes to the more specif-

ic, interpersonal human values of the people in detention. This, at the same time, allows 

for the reader to feel related to or share similarities with the one being named in the 

headline (Figenschou & Thorbjørnsrud, 2015; Reisigl & Wodak, 2001). Additionally, 

there are 3 headlines in which deictic indicators of persons such as “he”, “his” appear 

(examples 13 and 14, fig. 1). The use of deictic indicators translates to a more personal 

dimension, as if the named was someone who belonged to the in-group, in this case to 

the United States (Richardson, 2007).  It has also been argued, though, that these types 

of deictic constructions in headlines are intended as a strategy to persuade the reader to 

continue reading the news article that follows as a form of cliff-hanger (Dor, 2003). The 

predominant characteristic, however, still seems to be the fact that the detainees are not 

citizens of the United States but are immigrants or “un-Americans”. Ideologically, im-

migrant indexes the connotation of “not being part of the country”, or “outsiders”. The 

fact that the word immigrant is more often present as the foregrounding reference fea-

ture, along with the occasional instances where foreign nationality is named like “Mexi-

can” or “Iraqi”, can be perceived as an attempt to socially mark a distance and form an 

outgroup, which gives a sense of unfamiliarity to the reader (Hardman, 2008; Reisigl & 

Wodak, 2001) 

 

Representation of people in immigration detention in Fox News 

 

1. Immigrant who says he was wrongfully deported could be brought back to US for trial

2. Illegal immigrant sisters allege they were sexually assaulted by border agent

3. Illegal immigrant pulled out of minors' shelter by ICE on his 18th birthday

4. Number of illegal immigrants crossing border surges after US ends family separations

5. Immigrant detainee who alleged sex abuse released

6. Immigrant dad arrested after school drop off released

7. Detained Afghan family receives permanent US resident status

8. Mexican woman with 4 US-born children is deported

9. Chemist was on plane being deported when judge granted stay

10. Army veteran who faces deportation denied US citizenship

11. Cuban man held by immigration authorities dies in custody

12. Father of Maryland high school rape suspect arrested by ICE

13. Case of alleged hit-and-run driver deported 17 times is a '‘wakeup call,’ senator says

14. Twice-deported illegal immigrant accused of raping young girl in Oregon

15. South Carolina restaurant worker who allegedly dumped newborn in trash  had been ordered to leave US  

Figure 2. A representative sample of the headlines in Fox News 

 

Out of 80 collected headlines from Fox News, 47 of these focus on people in immigra-

tion detention (47%). Out of Fox News headlines, the tendency is to use also “immi-
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grant” as the referent (24 instances) of which 7 add in this case “illegal” as a modifier or 

“detainee” as the head of the noun phrase in 3 instances (examples 2-5 and example 14 

in figure 2). In four instances, moreover, the family attribute like “migrant families” or 

“immigrant dad” etc. (example 6, fig 2). The second most used set of referential strate-

gies correspond to demographic attributes (14 instances), where mostly sex, occupation, 

and age is named, for instance “Mexican woman”, “chemist”, “army veteran”, “Cuban 

man”, etc. (example 8-11, fig. 2). Only in 4 instances, family roles without immigrant as 

a modifier are used as referents, but other attributes are in focus instead such as “Mexi-

can mom”, “Mexican woman with 4 US born children”, “detained Afghan family” (ex-

ample 7 and 8, fig. 2) etc. An instance that did not occur in CNN’s headlines was the 

use of criminal background as a referential strategy. In the case of Fox news, it occurs 5 

times as “father of Maryland high school rape suspect”, “alleged hit-and-run driver”, 

“twice-deported illegal immigrant”, “South Carolina Mexican worker who allegedly 

dumped new born in trash” (examples 11-14, fig. 2) etc.  

 

Comparing both samples, the use of “immigrant” occurs in both CNN and Fox News; 

however, it occurs more frequently in Fox News (51%) as the main reference strategy to 

represent the people in immigration detention than CNN (33%). Furthermore, the attrib-

utes that seem most prevalent in Fox news are of illegality (29%) and criminality (10%) 

whereas in CNN is of family status (29%). The fact that Fox news decides to focus ra-

ther on immigrants as for instance “illegals”, “detainees”, or “criminals”, etc. shows a 

negative representation. It emphasizes on the negative characteristics and social activi-

ties of certain members of a social group (foreigners) whereas CNN decides to empha-

size more on the “family” and interpersonal characteristics of the named which indexes 

a more “positive” representation (Richardson, 2007). Both styles of representation of 

people in detention can be seen as an attempt to socially problematize the events from 

an ingroup and outgroup perspectives (Hardman, 2008). In the case of CNN, showing 

that those in detention despite being immigrants (outgroups), share some similarities 

with the idealised readers (ingroups), as those in detention are family members and have 

professions as almost anybody else, is an attempt to induce the thought to the reader that 

immigration detention policies are not entirely justified nor fair. In the case of Fox 

News, in contrast, showing that those in detention have criminal backgrounds, adding 

the fact that the detainees are foreigners (outgroups) and therefore represent a form of 

threat to the country and indirectly to the idealised reader (ingroups), tries to induce the 

thought that immigration detention policies are indeed justified. How the detainees are 

depicted, moreover, shows complex constructions like “South Carolina Mexican worker 

who allegedly dumped new born in trash”, or “migrant mother Gabriela Hernandez” 

give away extra information that is used not only to describe but also to cause a more 

incendiary reaction and it entails the author’s attitude towards the named; whether the 

author decided to attribute familiar status or criminal background, these referential 

choices may be driven by ideological factors (Van Dijk, 1998). How these actors or 

participants interact with each other, moreover, further reveals the relationships between 

these and how these are represented in terms of actions or processes; in the next section, 

this relationship will be analysed further. 
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4.1.2 Transitivity – participants and processes  

 

For this section, to identify the different processes in the headlines, the verbs were 

counted and categorized depending on the process they belong to i.e. material, mental, 

verbal and relational. Furthermore, to identify the participants involved in the clause, 

the noun phrases were counted as well, and a set of categories were established which 

show the most frequent participants and processes assigned to these in table 1 for CNN 

and table 2 for Fox News. The main participants found in CNN and Fox News were 

people in detention which are under the category of “detainees”, individuals that repre-

sent the government under “government”, the institution of Immigration and Customs 

enforcement as “ICE”, and finally all those that represent some form of opposition to 

the government under “opposition”. Additionally, in Fox News, “US” is represented as 

a participant in a few instances, therefore, a category of “U.S.” was set. 

 

   CNN Processes

Participants Material Mental Verbal Relational

Detainees 27 4 3 6

Government 6 - 2 -

ICE 5 - 3 -

Opposition - - 5 -   
Table 1.  No. of instances of participants and processes in CNN’s headlines 

 

In the case of CNN, as seen in table 1, the process that is most common in relation to 

those in detention is the material process. In around 27 instances, the material process 

occurs adjacent to immigrant or detainee as the subject. 7 out of the 27 instances are in 

transitive form (subject(actor)+process(active)+object(goal)) which frames immigrants 

in “doing” clauses, for instance: “mother sues US for $60 million after toddler detained 

at immigration facility later died” etc. 5 out of the 27 material instances are in intransi-

tive form to express a “happening” or an event, often used in this particular case to ex-

press death and the subject as the patient (Fairclough 1995b, p. 110), like “Atlanta im-

migration detainee dies”, “immigrant detainee dies in ICE custody”, or to show a rather 

passive “doing” like “family waits for ICE to decide their future”. In 15 instances, how-

ever, the clauses are constructed as receptive transitive processes (Halliday & Matthies-

sen 2014, p. 228). This type of clause is characterized for the use of passivization, 

which in some cases allows the speaker or writer to cast out the actor and focus on the 

object or the goal as the subject. In this construction, the detainees or immigrants are put 

as the goal and the passive form of the verbs expresses actions performed by someone 

or something else to the goal, i.e. those in detention. This can be seen in constructions 

such as “immigrant dad held 6 months in detention”, “California pastor caught in immi-

gration enforcement net”, “veteran who served two tours in Afghanistan could be de-

ported”, “mom and 4 children forced to separate…”, “families may not be put back 

together”, etc.  
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FOX NEWS Processes

Participants Material Mental Verbal Relational

Detainees 30 3 3 -

Government 7 1 4 -

ICE 5 - 4 -

U.S. 2 1 - -

Opposition 4 - 3 1  
Table 2. No. of instances of participants and processes in Fox News’ headlines 

 

In the case of Fox News, as seen in table 2, 30 instances occur with the material pro-

cess. As well as in CNN, in Fox News headlines there are few instances in which people 

in detention are put as subjects who perform an action (3 instances), such as “detained 

Afghan family receives permanent US resident status”, “immigration detainee appears 

to have killed himself”. The majority of material process instances are, like in CNN, 

construed in a receptive transitive form, making the passive construction a more recur-

rent pattern (23 instances) in which those in detention are put as the subject as well as 

the goal, for instance “man detained by immigration authorities”, “army veteran denied 

pardon by Illinois governor”, “hundreds of children reunited with families…”, “Brazili-

an still separated from son”, “Twice-deported illegal immigrant accused of raping 

young girl in Oregon”, “Illegal immigrant pulled out of minors’ shelter by ICE on his 

18th birthday”, etc. Even fewer instances of events as “happenings” occur in this case (3 

instances), only to report the death of one of the detainees, such as “man detained by 

immigration authorities dies at hospital”, “…Immigrant child died after leaving ICE 

custody”, “Guatemalan boy, 8, dies, in US Border Patrol custody”.  

 

When it comes to mental processes, CNN presents more instances than Fox News 

where the detainee’s experience and mental state are shown. In the case of CNN, mental 

processes are only mentioned when the detainees are the subjects of a headline. There 

are 4 instances that show the detainees’ cognitive processes, like “Undocumented im-

migrant doesn’t blame ICE…”, “Iraqi Christians in Michigan fear deportation”, “Rec-

ord numbers of migrant children are in US custody, hoping they won’t be forgotten”, 

“migrant parents still struggle to contact their kids” etc. In Fox News’s headlines the 

mental process occurs 3 times to represent the detainee’s experience: “migrant families 

remain anxious following reunification”. When it comes to verbal processes, detainees 

appear equally as much in CNN and Fox News as sayers, with 3 verbal processes each, 

for instance in CNN: “Migrants describe…”, “Mexican journalist in US detention 

says…”, “he says”, and in Fox News: “illegal immigrant sisters allege…”, “detainee 

recounts” etc. Finally, relational processes occur only in CNN (5 instances) to depict 

attributes or associations (Halliday & Matthiessen 2014). Most of the detainees as par-

ticipants in relational processes are named in deictic constructions such as “he’s a citi-

zen”, “a cell became his cemetery”, “This is my country too”, etc.  

 

The government is another participant that emerges as salient in both CNN and Fox 

News. In both news networks, the government is in its majority represented with mate-

rial processes. In Fox news it is more frequent to find “Trump” as subject and a few 

mentions on other members of the current government administration, for instance 
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“Trump orders construction of border wall”, “Trump pushes to secure the border…”, 

“Trump signs order to stop family separations at border”, “Sessions opens mission to El 

Salvador”, etc. In CNN, the government as subject varies more, either by referring to 

the president directly as the main representative like “Trump reverses course, signs or-

der to keep families together”, or by mentioning other members of the government ad-

ministration as well, for instance “Jeff Sessions tried and failed to justify splitting up 

migrant families”. Nominalizations appear also as the subject which relates to the gov-

ernment’s executive order and it is constructed in a “doing” material process like 

“Trump's executive orders dramatically expand power of immigration officers”. Only 

Fox News represents the government with mental processes to represent its perspective 

or “mental state”. Only 1 instance occurs in this case: “White House blames Md. school 

rape on lax border”. When it comes to the verbal process, Fox News seems more inter-

ested than CNN to highlight what the government has to say about the matter. Only 2 

instances appear in CNN like “Trump admin says 500 families reunified, but thousands 

unaccounted for”, and “government details how separated families will be reunited – 

eventually”. On the other hand, Fox News has 4 instances: “hundreds of children reunit-

ed with families, White House official says”, “DHS Secretary Nielsen slams 'irresponsi-

ble' media, says no 'policy of separating families at the border'”, etc.  

 

ICE, as a law enforcement entity, is represented in the headlines only as a doer and a 

sayer in both CNN and Fox News. In CNN, on the one hand, 5 material processes are 

assigned to ICE (for instance, “ICE detains undocumented dad…”, “ICE arrested 

him…”, etc.) and 3 verbal processes (like “ICE agent told immigrant mom 'Happy 

Mother's Day' then took her daughter away, lawsuit says”). On the other hand, in Fox 

News 5 material process instances also occur (“ICE agents detain Oregon 'Dreamer' 

…”) and 4 verbal processes like “ICE says detained immigrant faces homicide charges 

in Mexico…”. More subtle constructions are used to depict verbal processes when it 

comes to ICE in the case of Fox News. The majority of the verbal processes are con-

structed as a form of quotation using a colon “:” to signal that what is presented on the 

headline is something that, in this case, ICE said for instance “ICE: Southern California 

raids were planned for a while, not tied to Trump”. Even though there is no explicit verb 

to describe the verbal action, semantically the reader can draw the inference that the 

proposition comes from ICE.  

 

The perspective of what can be considered as opposition to the government or those 

who somehow criticize the current government and its executions are also represented 

in both news networks’ headlines. However, there are relatively more headlines regard-

ing the opposition in Fox News than in CNN. In the case of Fox News, 4 instances oc-

cur with the material process with participants such as political group members or pro-

testers for instance, “Thousands rally nationwide for illegal immigrant families separat-

ed at border”, “Dems, progressives quick to politicize death of migrant girl in Border 

Patrol custody” etc. Furthermore, 3 verbal processes occur such as “Democrats demand 

answers…”, “Kris Kobach slams immigration 'loophole' as ICE continues to release 

'thousands' of asylum-seekers in the US every month”, “…Dems demand elimination of 

ICE amid immigration furor”, etc. In the case of CNN only verbal processes occur (5 

instances) for instance “Dem senator accuses Trump admin of 'cruel' effort against im-
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migrant children”, “Obama, Biden slam Trump family separation policy as immoral”, 

“Coast-to-coast protests denounce Trump immigration policies”, etc. One participant 

that is present in Fox News and not in CNN are the United States or “US”. In 1 material 

occurrence, the US is represented in passive form as the goal like “US sued for $60 mil-

lion after infant in detention later died”, and in one occurrence as the actor: “US is co-

ercing Iraqis targeted for deportation”. In 1 occurrence it appears with 1 mental process 

“U.S. pondering splitting women, children at Mexico border as dissuading tool”. 

 

Reflecting on the results presented above, certain patterns and characteristics of both 

news networks’ headlines arise. The processes that most predominate as they recurrent-

ly occur are the material and verbal processes. In respect of the large amount of verbal 

process instances in both news outlets’ headlines, this can be explained in terms of pro-

duction processes, as journalists rely substantially on quotes to describe events (Fair-

clough 1995b). Who and what journalists decide to quote from, however, will depend 

on what is perceived as more relevant, or simply news-worthy (Richardson, 2007). In 

both scenarios, CNN and Fox News may seem to consider more news-worthy or rele-

vant to quote or display what sorts of in-group actors that speak for the United States 

(e.g. the government, ICE, and political parties) have to say about the immigration de-

tention situation, in comparison to what the detainees as the out-group have to say about 

the matter. Considering the vast amount of material processes, moreover, even though 

the detainees are placed in the subject position more often than the rest of the partici-

pants, it is more frequent to find others to be the agents performing the action. In some 

instances, the agent is set explicitly, and it is usually the law enforcers, i.e. ICE. How-

ever, the more recurrent pattern is that the agent is often left out, which leaves causality 

and responsibility attributes unclear and imprecise in both news networks (Fairclough, 

1995b). Moreover, even though some of the detainees are represented in combination 

with material clauses in a transitive form, the verbs used to portray them in action se-

mantically depict a passive activity that is dependent on others. For example, verbs like 

“receive”, “face” and “seek” etc. bear a connotation of acceptance in this context, and 

the restrain to act only under certain conditions placed by others in higher positions of 

power. The news headlines’ passive representation of the detainees could be seen as the 

reflection the established discourse embedded about institutional power relations in so-

ciety. While the people in detention are often portrayed as the unlawful, powerless yet 

threatening out-group, the government and the different public entities are portrayed as 

those with the immediate and ultimate power to say, decide, and act upon, but whose 

actions are legitimized and justified to maintain the order and the safety of the country 

(Fairclough, 1995b). The passive representation of detainees is found nonetheless in 

both CNN and Fox News, which could be problematized further or simply taken as a 

description of how the events are; the interpretation relies mainly on the reader.  

 

Furthermore, the fact that mental, verbal and relational processes are attributed to de-

tainees by CNN more often than by Fox News indicates that CNN seems more con-

cerned than Fox News to portray what the detainees experience and perceive cognitive-

ly, as well as what their circumstances and attributes are. Using mental processes ex-

poses a form of intimacy and closeness, since the reader receives a more personal and 

psychological insight about the participant named. Fox News, in contrast, in this regard, 
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is more concerned with what the government and the US as a unity experience do and 

say; that is, Fox News seems more concerned to inform about the situation from the 

perspective of those that are in socially higher power positions and represent to an ex-

tent the collective in the United States.  

 

4.2. Macro-level of analysis 

 

Social practices meet discourse practices – text production and text con-

sumption tied to political inclinations 

 

In terms of production and consumption of news, newspapers and news networks take 

into great consideration their audiences. As a business, the news media depends on its 

consumers and in order to ensure these to keep reading and consuming their news, the 

news outlets need to provide engaging texts. The content that is presented, thus, needs 

to be in line with the target audience’s interests to keep relevance and revenue. Today’s 

endless range of news media that is easily accessible via internet and TV has led to a 

fragmentation of audiences (Gil de Zuñiga et al., 2012; Richardson, 2007). This impli-

cates that news companies not only need to attract as many readers or viewers as possi-

ble but also retain those who are already regular readers. One of the strategies of news 

companies to maintain a relation with consumers is to show attributes and characteris-

tics in common; one of these is by creating a political identity that can be shared with 

the audience (Hardman, 2008). This will in turn shape what news events and what as-

pects of them are prioritized, what kind of discourses and linguistic styles are used to 

write about the event or an aspect of the event, and how long the event will be covered 

or talked about (Bell, 1991). Headlines, moreover, serve as a fundamental strategy to 

catch the reader’s first attention; because of this, a very clear and revealing yet compact 

headline is often constructed to “exploit representations for pragmatic effect” to pro-

mote the dissemination of the news (Develotte & Rechniewski, 2001, p. 9). Some sur-

veys have shown that the majority of the audience of Fox News describe themselves as 

conservative Republicans, whereas those who read or watch CNN tend to be liberal 

Democrats (Gil de Zuñiga et al., 2012). Following this finding, one can assume that this 

predilection is based on the fact that the different audiences’ political interests and affil-

iations are satisfied with the issues that are reported by the preferred network and with 

the way in which these are reported. Additionally, one can assume that for Fox News 

and CNN to maintain such audiences, particular characteristics in discourse are de-

ployed that stimulate their audiences to follow one news network or the other.  

 

When comparing a sample of headlines from both news networks where the same event 

is covered, different characteristics in style and tone can be identified. In research done 

by Lombardi (2018) a set of headlines that concerned the same events was selected to 

identify differences in linguistic features such as tone and style and to analyse what dif-

ferent news outlets consider as news-worthy. Following the same analysis structure, 7 

headlines from CNN and 7 headlines from Fox News were sampled in which the same 

event is depicted. The 7 news events were selected firstly as a representative sample, 

and secondly as there were few instances that could be traced in which the same event 

was reported in both news networks. Similar to Lombardi’s analysis (2018, p. 29), a 
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table displaying both news networks headlines’ is designed to present the differences 

(see table 3). 

 

Fox News CNN

1. ICE: Immigration detainee appears to have 

killed himself

8. Immigrant detainee dies in ICE custody

2. 'Reckless' Sen. Merkley 'spreading blatant 

lies' in failed attempt to enter immigrant 

detention center, WH says

9. Dem senator accuses Trump admin of 'cruel' 

effort against immigrant children

3. Trump signs executive order to stop family 

separations at border

10. Trump reverses course, signs order to keep 

families together

4. Dems, progressives quick to politicize 

death of migrant girl in Border Patrol custody

11. 7-year-old Guatemalan girl died in Border 

Patrol custody

5. Thousands rally nationwide for illegal 

immigrant families separated at border

12. Coast-to-coast protests denounce Trump 

immigration policies

6. US sued for $60 million after infant in 

detention later died

13. Mother sues US for $60 million after toddler 

detained at immigration facility later died

7. ICE dumping immigrants in border towns 

due to overcrowding at detention centers

14. Hundreds more migrants were released in El 

Paso on Christmas Day, official says  
Table 3.  Headlines of Fox News and CNN depicting the same events  

 

Understanding American foreign policy as the sociocultural practice factor to explore 

considering the material and the purpose outlined for this paper, could shed light to how 

political views may reflect different perspectives in terms of immigration in the United 

States. It is commonly stated that, in the United States, conservative Republicans have a 

more radical stance against immigration and highly advocate for the deportation of all 

those who are undocumented in the country, as the main goal is to protect the sover-

eignty of the country above else. By contrast, liberal Democrats, while still supporting 

the deportation of undocumented people, advocate to offer citizenship to those who ful-

fil certain conditions such as having no criminal background or having lived in the U.S. 

for more than 5 years and, in cases of humanitarian crises, a sense of social responsibil-

ity and community is prioritized (Gil de Zuñiga et al., 2012). These viewpoints may be 

reflected in the headlines. Overall, it is perceived that Fox News tends to remark the 

perspective of the government and in turn of the U.S. This can be seen in headlines 1, 3, 

6, and 7, where the events are portrayed from the point of view of ICE, the government 

with “WH says” or “Trump”. Additionally, in sentences constructions such as “US 

sued”, the US is placed as the visible participant in the scene described, giving it the 

central figure of the narrative. Moreover, there is a more marked negative attitude to-

wards those that do not support the government or impose a trouble for it for instance, 

with words and phrases like “reckless”, “spreading blatant lies” chosen from a quote 

from the White House to frame a Democratic politician in headline 2, the use of “ille-

gal” as adjective which somewhat diminishes the purpose of the manifestation in head-

line 5, or “dumping” which has a metaphoric connotation of getting rid of something 

unwanted in headline 7.  On the other side, CNN tends to remark instead the perspective 

of the immigrants as shown in headlines 8, 11, 13, and 14 where the detainees are the 

subjects of the narrative. Headlines 9 and 12 show a quote from a democrat politician 
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and a negative attitude against the current government by using words like “cruel”, “ac-

cuse”, “denounce” to refer to the government’s actions as something wrong or unethi-

cal. In this scenario, a person that shares republican ideas would in principle be more 

likely to affiliate with what Fox News presents, whereas a person that identifies as a 

democrat would more likely affiliate with what CNN presents.  

 

 

5. Discussion and Conclusion 
 
The purpose of this paper was to identify and understand the way the case of immigra-

tion detentions in the United States is represented in Fox News and CNN headlines 

from a CDA point of view. Fox News and CNN headlines were compared and similari-

ties and differences in discourse were demonstrated. Results present that differences in 

the depiction of immigration detentions in both news outlets’ headlines are to an extent 

driven by left-wing or right-wing political ideologies which could explain why audienc-

es with similar political inclinations would choose one news outlet over the other. Two 

perspectives can be identified and interpreted about immigration detention in the US. 

From the side of CNN, the immigration detention events are portrayed from the per-

spective of immigrants who are in a vulnerable position since they are detained with 

their families. From the side of Fox News, the perspective is shown more from the 

viewpoint of the government and the public entities in charge of the immigration poli-

cies, who are in need to restrain, detain, and deport immigrants for the sake of the coun-

try’s security. Moreover, the majority of detainees are depicted as having an immigrant 

status, an illegal status or a criminal background. From a political point of view, it can 

be said that the same reality is depicted in different ways depending on the political per-

spective that is adopted by the networks and which helps justify different actions in 

terms of immigration. One concerns criticizing and signalling inconsistencies in the 

current immigration policies in allusion to the current republican “right-wing” govern-

ment, and the other concerns defending and legitimizing the current immigration poli-

cies of the government and criticizing the opposition, often in allusion to the democratic 

“left-wing” opposition.  

 

The intended purpose of this paper was also to contribute in the research on political 

ideologies in future research as one more valid factor to reflect on in news media pro-

duction and consumption and in relation to the understanding of immigration from dif-

ferent political viewpoints. This paper allowed for a quick glimpse at how political 

ideologies can be used to identify embedded discourses in the news media. However, in 

order to fully assess how deeply fixed these political identities or inclinations may be in 

the news media, further research is needed. It would be interesting to include in future 

research an ethnographic approach in which the processes that journalists undergo are 

examined, and reflect on how possible political affiliations, personal preferences, and 

institutional norms in journalism play a role and interact in the creation of news (Rich-

ardson, 2007). CDA, moreover, has been criticized for its heavily interpretive structure 

with a subjective perspective (Fairclough, 2015). However, this paper agrees with the 

assumption that interpretive studies aim for a deeper understanding in a specific issue 

and answer questions of why and how, and that even though results of one study cannot 
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be generalizable like some quantitative studies can, qualitative studies can be transferra-

ble and compared (Fairclough, 2015). CDA has proven for this paper to be an ample 

and flexible analytical framework which allows for the combination of language analy-

sis and sociocultural analysis and explore their relationship in empirical cases such as 

CNN and Fox News and contemporary issues such as immigration.  

 

As a consumer, practical implications could be drawn from the results identified in this 

paper. In the world we live today, there is a saturation of information everywhere due to 

the almost unlimited access to tv and internet; therefore, individuals need to be selec-

tive. Some factors to consider are, firstly, that not all information available is true nor 

can be completely unbiased. Secondly, in light of these factors, consumers need to de-

velop a critical mindset and evaluate the information or “facts” given from more than 

one perspective to give a fairer treatment to the circumstances. It is perhaps this way, 

which readers or audiences can get a better sense of what kind of information is given, 

be more conscious about how it is being told and from whose perspective, and avoid, 

thus, being an accomplice to the perpetuation of arbitrary discourses. 
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Appendix A 

List of Headlines collected from CNN 

Trump's executive orders dramatically expand power of immigration officers 

Immigrant protected under 'Dreamer' program stays in custody 

Undocumented immigrant doesn't blame ICE for taking him in 

Newly arrived Afghan family freed after being detained four days 

How much it costs ICE to deport an undocumented immigrant 

ICE detains undocumented dad who took sanctuary in a Denver church 

Iraqi Christians in Michigan fear deportation 

Atlanta immigration detainee dies 

Immigrant dad held 6 months in detention: 'This is my country, too' 

California pastor caught in immigration enforcement net 

Lawsuit: ICE detention center paid imprisoned workers less than $1 per day 

Mexican journalist in US detention says life is in danger if deported 

Surprise inspections find 'significant issues' in treatment of ICE detainees 

Judge issues blow against Trump's sanctuary city order 

Police answered immigrant's call for help, then gave him to ICE 

ICE arrested him. His church put his photo in a pew so no one would forget. 

Illinois governor denies clemency for veteran facing deportation 

Don't let the US deport this good father of 3 

Veteran who served two tours in Afghanistan could be deported 

Migrant mother Gabriela Hernandez is almost relieved to be in detention after a hellish journey 

through Mexico 

Lawsuit alleges 'forced labor' in immigrant detention 

Jeff Sessions tried and failed to justify splitting up migrant families 

Immigrant detainee dies in ICE custody 

Dem senator accuses Trump ad-min of 'cruel' effort against immigrant children 

Sessions, Justice Department take lead as public face of Trump's immigration policy 

Mom and 4 children forced to separate after seeking asylum in US 

Moms seeking asylum wait to reunite with kids 

Transgender woman in migrant caravan dies in ICE custody 

Here's what's really happening with the 1,500 'missing' immigrant children 

Spread across 2 countries and 3 states, a Guatemalan immigrant family waits for ICE to decide 

their future 

Despite executive order, families may not be put back together 

AP: Toddlers, babies held in 'tender age' facilities after separated from families 

Trump reverses course, signs or-der to keep families together 

Half of recent immigrant detainee deaths due to inadequate medical care, report finds 

ICE arrests more than 100 workers in raid on Ohio meat supplier 

Trump's family separation policy has Republicans starting to panic about 2018 

Trump admin says 500 families reunified, but thousands unaccounted for 
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After she was separated from her daughter, the child's cries were heard across the country 

Separated from her son, she sued to get him back 

Obama, Biden slam Trump family separation policy as immoral 

Melania Trump set for second trip to immigration facilities 

Government details how separated families will be reunited – eventually 

Coast-to-coast protests denounce Trump immigration policies 

The movement to 'Abolish ICE' is heating up -- and going mainstream 

ICE agent told immigrant mom 'Happy Mother's Day' then took her daughter away, lawsuit says 

Donald Trump has no answers for the border crisis. And things are about to get worse. 

As first family reunification deadline arrives, migrant parents still struggle to contact their kids 

They treated us as though we were animals': Letters from inside an immigration detention facili-

ty 

ICE detainee facing deportation apparently kills himself 

Grandparents went to visit their soldier son-in-law at an Army base on July 4 and were turned 

over to ICE 

The chill of detention: Migrants describe their experiences in US custody 

Mexican journalist and son released from ICE custody, but questions linger about detention 

Top immigration official says family detention centers are 'like summer camp' 

Federal court orders broad changes in how US detains and treats migrant children 

Trump admin seeks to keep undocumented immigrant families in detention for far longer 

A cell became his cemetery 

He's a US citizen born in Philadelphia. He says ICE detained him anyway 

Record numbers of migrant children are in US custody, hoping they won't be forgotten 

Transgender immigrant who died in ICE custody was beaten and deprived of medical attention, 

family says 

8-year-old Guatemalan boy dies in US custody on Christmas Eve 

Mother sues US for $60 million after toddler detained at immigration facility later died 

7-year-old Guatemalan girl died in Border Patrol custody 

 

Appendix B 

List of headlines collected from Fox News  

Trump orders construction of border wall, targets sanctuary cities 

ICE: Southern California raids were planned for a while, not tied to Trump 

US prosecutors: Arrested Seattle 'dreamer' admits gang ties 

In face of rising deportation, immigrants increasingly forced to fight alone 

Family, attorney denied access to hospitalized asylum seeker 

Asylum seeker with brain tumor returned to detention center in Texas 

Federal judge OKs 'forced labor' class-action suit by immigrants against private prison company 

U.S. pondering splitting women, children at Mexico border as dissuading tool 

Argentine woman facing deportation after protest to be freed 

‘Legal Cinderellas’: Immigration judges drowning in sea of cases 

Immigration judges to be sent to border detention centers 
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White House blames Md. school rape on lax border, sanctuary policies 

Illegal immigrant sisters allege they were sexually assaulted by border agent 

ICE agents detain Oregon 'Dreamer' who has misdemeanor for DUI, lawyer says 

Father of Maryland high school rape suspect arrested by ICE 

Maryland rape case: Defense claims girl texted suspect about sex, sent explicit images 

DACA recipient with alleged gang ties to be released from detention center 

Facebook post warning illegal immigrants of ICE raid deleted but defended 

Mexican mom with 4 US-born kids is held in federal detention 

Detained Afghan family receives permanent US resident status 

Mexican woman with 4 US-born children is deported 

Illegal immigrant pulled out of minors' shelter by ICE on his 18th birthday 

Advocacy groups demand ICE release Mexican reporter seeking asylum 

ICE: Immigration detainee appears to have killed himself 

Man detained by immigration authorities dies at hospital 

Case of alleged hit-and-run driver deported 17 times is a '‘wakeup call,’ senator says 

Under Trump, old deportation orders get new life 

Sept. 11 worker facing deportation is freed from detention 

NY lawmakers seek protection for undocumented 9/11 workers 

South Carolina restaurant worker who allegedly dumped newborn in trash had been ordered to 

leave US 

His future clouded, Sessions opens mission to El Salvador 

Immigrant who says he was wrongfully deported could be brought back to US for trial 

Immigrant dad arrested after school drop off released 

Lawyers: US is coercing Iraqis targeted for deportation 

Kate Steinle's tragic death shows why the 'sanctuary cities' movement threatens the safety of all 

Americans 

Man detained by ICE after speaking with news reporters 

ICE wrongfully detained her, Calif. woman claims in lawsuit 

Cuban man held by immigration authorities dies in custody 

2 wrongfully convicted immigrants face uncertain future 

Army veteran facing deportation denied pardon by Illinois governor 

Chemist was on plane being deported when judge granted stay 

ACLU sues US, alleging systematic separation of parents and children 

Army veteran who faces deportation denied US citizenship 

Immigrant detainee who alleged sex abuse released 

Twice-deported illegal immigrant accused of raping young girl in Oregon 

Trump pushes to secure the border, reform US immigration 

ICE arrests 97 suspected illegal immigrants at Tennessee meat processing plant 

Transgender migrant dies while in US custody 

Debate over family separations intensifies after disputed 'missing' kids reports 

'Reckless' Sen. Merkley 'spreading blatant lies' in failed attempt to enter immigrant detention 

center, WH says 

Groups protest transgender migrant's death in US custody 

Democrats gain entry to NJ immigration detention center after arguing with cops, 'literally 

banging on the door' 
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DHS Secretary Nielsen slams 'irresponsible' media, says no 'policy of separating families at the 

border' 

Recording of crying children at US border adds to outrage 

American victims of illegal immigrant crimes 

'Say bye to him': Detainee recounts agents taking her son 

Trump signs order halting separation of families at border 

I was a childhood immigrant to the US -- Trump is acting wisely and compassionately on illegal 

immigration 

Hundreds of children reunited with families, White House official says 

He cried and hugged me': Brazilian still separated from son 

Trump signs executive order to stop family separations at border 

New litmus test? Dems demand elimination of ICE amid immigration furor 

'Abolish ICE' goes mainstream as Gillibrand, de Blasio back calls 

Trump Faces Calls to Seek Immigration Detention Alternatives 

Pressure grows on feds to reunite separated families after missed deadline 

ICE: Immigration detainee's death appears to be suicide 

Migrant families remain anxious following reunification 

Advocates say immigrant child died after leaving ICE custody 

ICE says detained immigrant faces homicide charges in Mexico; wife disputes claim 

Toddler's death after leaving immigration facility leads to $40 million legal claim 

Claim involves death of child after stay in detention center 

Number of illegal immigrants crossing border surges after US ends family separations 

Thousands rally nationwide for ille-gal immigrant families separated at border 

US sued for $60 million after infant in detention later died 

Dems, progressives quick to politicize death of migrant girl in Border Patrol custody 

Democrats demand answers, DHS investigation into death of Guatemalan girl, 7 

Guatemalan boy, 8, dies in US Border Patrol custody 

Deaths of 2 migrant children in detention prompt ‘more thorough’ health assessments at border 

ICE dumping immigrants in border towns due to overcrowding at detention centers 

Kris Kobach slams immigration 'loophole' as ICE continues to release 'thousands' of asylum-

seekers in the US every month 
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