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Introduction — Research gap

e Genre pedagogy-informed approaches offer both constraints and
creativity (e.g., Dewitt, 2004)

e EXxisting body of research (e.g., Bae, 2012; de Oliveira & Lan, 2014;
Horverak, 2016; Ramos, 2015) mainly focussed on initial stages of
genre implementation (interventions studies)

e During, and following, these initial initial stages:

a) students develop a widely varying degree of genre proficiency;
b) the genre repertoire increases;

Cc) content area teachers will have to relate their conception of

genre(s) to evolving curriculum goals and content-area-specific
objectives

e In relation to a)-c), how do teachers handle genre
constraint/creativity? &,
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Theoretical framework

e Genre metastability (Martin, 2015); semogenesis (Halliday & Matthiessen, 1999)

— "Genre both empowers and subjects to power ... Janus-like, genres inevatibly look both
ways at once, encompassing convergence and divergence, similarity and difference,
standardization and variation, constraint and creativity” (Devitt, 2004, p. 164)

— “The tension between stability and flexibility, then, is a uniquely productive tension,
which fuels the creativity genres enable” (Worden, 2018, p. 45)

— "constraint and choice are necessary, positive components of the genre” (Moore, 2019,
p. 435)

e Historical literacy: second order concepts vs first order (substantial) concepts

— Van Boxtel & van Drie (2018)

— " Grounded in the notion of history as a distinctive form of inquiry and thought,
second-order (metahistorical) concepts of history are higher-order concepts that help
define the structure of the discipline. They shape historical questions and are used to
organize substantive knowledge when making sense of historical sources and
constructing historical interpretations” (Van Boxtel & van Drie, 2018, p. 156

/\cf M‘J‘)
S
P A
2w

HYOO

7, &L
4//7 HES)

N : Stockhiclins
Bjorn Kindenberg, Department of Language Education universitet



Method

e A case study of an instructional unit in history (The Age of Colonization 1400-

1600) in which the teacher applied genre-pedagogical principles to the teaching of

content

e Three grade-eight classes observed during five weeks

e Field notes, photo documentation, audio recordings of teacher presentations and

teacher-student interactions relating to genre-based text production

e Analysis
— Thematic analysis (Braun & Clarke, 2006)
— Categories as complementarities (Vithal, 2003)

- Engggement framework/dialogic contraction and expansion (Martin & White,

20
— Natural choice/natural constraint (Moore, 2019)
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Thematic analysis (Braun & Clarke, 2006)

Analytical question

How did the teacher
approach (described and
talked about) genres?

2021-08-18

Four (sub)themes
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Genre flexibility — words indicating room for
adjustments

It can also be fictional elements, that is,
made up elements. You’'ll remember when
we wrote about the Roman Empire. Then it
was really in between those [fact/fiction]
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Genre reproduction - indicating fixed features

2021-08-18

[Explaining headings in factual reports] If
you’re to write about one thing, then
yvou’ll have to write about that. You can’t
have a heading about the circulatory
system and then start writing about
digestion, that'd be totally weird
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Content analysis
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Content reproduction - focus on substantial concepts

/Shoulc | write more
about buildings. Is it
enough or should |
write some more?
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Findings

Genre flexibility

Genre complementarities
Genre reproduction

Content analysis (2nd and 1st order
concepts)

Content (history) complementarities
Content reproduction (1st order

concepts only)

Kindenberg (2021)
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A model for the genre content complementantles
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Potentlal apphcatlons of the model
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Potential applications of the model

GENRE
F-3

- ‘Genre creativitym— L R Text assessment = ... L L Lo

. | |
1 I - Student/s’ proficiency area

Desired proficiency dred

Geﬁlre
: reproduction : : : : ; ;
....... --_———.——--_ . : l » CONTENT

No experience of reproduction : f : : Content

i
|
I analysis
.....content and genre. .. : ............................................................ YIS

_ _ i
: Sk A
n w52
! 2wl '~

N _ Stockhiclins
Bjorn Kindenberg, Department of Language Education universitet



References

Bae, H. J. (2012). The effectiveness of genre-based L2 writing instruction on Korean middle school students’ writing ability. English Teaching, 67(3), 147-180.
Braun, V., & Clarke, V. (2006). Using thematic analysis in psychology. Qualitative Research in Psychology, 3(2), 77-101.
de Oliveira, L. C., & Lan, S. W. (2014). Writing science in an upper elementary classroom: A genre-based approach to teaching English language learners.
Journal of Second Language Writing, 25, 23-39.
Devitt, A. J. (2004). Writing genres. SIU Press.
Gibbons, P. (2006). Bridging discourses in the ESL classroom: Students, teachers and researchers. Continuum.
Halliday, M. A. K., & Matthiessen, C. (2006). Construing experience through meaning: A language-based approach to cognition. Bloomsbury Publishing.
Horverak, M. O. (2016). An experimental study on the effect of systemic functional linguistics applied through a genre-pedagogy approach to teaching writing.
Yearbook of the Poznan Linguistic Meeting, 2, 67-89.
Kindenberg, B (2021). Fixed and flexible, correct and wise: A case of genre-based content-area writing. Linguistics and Education, 64 (2021): 100938.
Martin, J. R. (2015). One of three traditions: Genre, functional linguistics, and the ‘Sydney School’. In N. Artemeva & A. Freedman (Eds.), Genre studies around
the Globe: Beyond the three traditions (pp. 28-74). Inkshed Publications.
Moore, J. (2019). Choice and constraint: Using SFL genre theory to teach primary-grade students to write arguments about literature. Journal of

Writing Research, 10(3), 430-464.
Van Boxtel, C., & Van Drie, J. (2018). Historical reasoning: Conceptualizations and educational applications. In L. M. Harris (Ed.), The Wiley Handbook of History
Teaching and Learning (Vol. 1-Book, Section). Wiley-Blackwell.
Vithal, R. (2003). In search of a pedagogy of conflict and dialogue for mathematics education. Springer Science & Business Media.
Worden, D. (2018). Balancing stability and flexibility in genre-based writing instruction: A case study of a novice L2 writing teacher. Journal of

Second Language Writing, 42, 44-57.

‘;/4/0 + S\ﬁ
N : Stockhiclins
Bjorn Kindenberg, Department of Language Education universitet:

&é‘ (MW»
w

(TIREN



