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Abstract 

The object of this thesis was to deepen the understanding of the contemporary political 

discourse regarding migrant women exposed to domestic violence. This was conducted 

by analysing propositions, motions and interpellation debates raising the issue during 

the years 2000-2012. The method used was inspired by Foucault’s discourse analysis 

and the traditional hermeneutic approach. The result showed how several different 

mechanisms work to both include and exclude these women from the Swedish welfare 

system. By being women they are included in the political debate regarding men’s 

violence against women, but their migrant status excludes them from it at the same 

time. When migrant women are exposed to domestic violence it is often seen as an 

individual problem even though men’s violence against women generally is seen as a 

structural problem. Several conflicts of interests were also found. One of them being 

whether migrant women are to be warned if their partners have abused women before. 

The man’s right to integrity stands against the woman’s right to protection. Another 

conflict is the fear of the migration right being abused, which is pitted against the 

migrant women’s rights. To summarize the analysis this thesis has shown how the 

portraying of migrant women as different in the political discourse plays an important 

role in creating conflicts of interest and to some extent exclude them from the welfare 

system. Women’s right seem to apply only to certain women under certain 

circumstances. An intersectional perspective was necessary for understanding the 

complexity of the situation, taking into account how different power relations interact 

and construct the contemporary discourse.  
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1 Introduction 

Sweden has a strong identity of being more gender equal than other countries, something to 

be proud of and preserve (Hellgren & Hobson, 2008; Schmauch, 2006). This identity is 

confirmed by, for example, being ranked as the number one most equal country by the UN 

several times, last in 2011 (UNDP, 2012). In spite of this, there were almost thirty thousand 

complaints of assault against adult women the same year (Brå, 2012).  A gender equal identity 

may lead to a legitimisation of the current situation, ignoring the emergence of new and old 

forms of oppression (de los Reyes, Molina & Mulinari, 2003). 

 

Foreign women who marry Swedish men are a wide and heterogeneous group. As all other 

women, they risk becoming exposed to violence by the one they love. However several 

studies have shown how they are in a particularly vulnerable position when exposed to 

domestic violence, especially if they recently entered the country (Nordborg, 2008; Narayan, 

1995). Today, migrated women have to stay in a relationship with a Swedish citizen for at 

least two years to obtain permanent residence. There is an exception for this rule since a few 

years back, if the woman or her children have been exposed to violence (Alien Act, 2005:716, 

chap.5, 16§). However, women’s shelters have alarmed of this not being followed and women 

staying in abusive relationships because of fear of deportation (Roks, 2009). Several motions 

have been raised from members of parliament concerning this issue during the last couple of 

years. The problem has also been the subject for interpellation debates in the chamber.  

1.1 Aim of the thesis 

The object of the thesis is to deepen the understanding of the political discourse regarding 

migrant women exposed to domestic violence 

 

To do so, the discourse in political motions, propositions and interpellation debates will be 

analysed using an intersectional perspective. This perspective enables revealing a more 

complex and diverse image of social inequality, by examining how socially constructed 

categories, such as gender and ethnicity, interact simultaneous on different levels (McCall, 

2005).  
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Following research questions will be addressed:  

 Is the situation of migrant women exposed to domestic violence portrayed different 

compared to the situation of women exposed to domestic violence in general? 

 Are there any conflicts of interests concerning migrant women exposed to domestic 

violence? 

- Is the current politics including and/or excluding migrant women from the Swedish 

welfare system?  

1.2 Limitations 

Due to restricted time only a selection of political documents have been analysed, which is 

motions, propositions and interpellation debates. The choice is mainly based on their 

importance for capturing the debate, providing and insight to how politicians are reasoning, 

arguing and viewing these issues. Although domestic violence affects men as well as women 

and individuals in same-sex relationships, this thesis will only study the discourse concerning 

men's violence against women. This is due to lack of material and previous research on other 

forms of relationships. Intersectionality includes all possible categories; functionality, 

sexuality, religion etcetera. Due to the material's structure and the limited time for this thesis, 

the focus will be on ethnicity and gender. When referred to migrant women in the thesis, this 

term will include all women who applied for a permanent residence due to a relationship with 

a man in Sweden. It will be limited to individuals from outside EU, since other rules apply for 

them. It should further be underlines the diversity of this group, consisting of individuals with 

different nationalities, education, age etcetera. Although aware of this they will be spoken of 

as one group to simplify the analysis since the legislation and political documents do so. 

1.3 Disposition 

The thesis will start with a brief description of the current situation, including a background to 

domestic violence, migration and the Swedish legal and democratic system. The subsequent 

chapter presents a selection of previous studies within the field followed by a chapter 

introducing the theoretical framework. The method will be presented in a step-by-step 

chronology. In the same chapter considerations about the thesis validity, reliability and 

preconceptions will be discussed. The results will be presented divided into four themes 

which were developed from the material. Last but not least the results will be summarized and 

discussed in the analysis. The last chapter also give suggestions to further studies within the 

field. 
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2 Background 

This chapter will give the reader an introduction to the current situation, including topics such 

as the democratic and legal system as well as a brief background on equality in Sweden. 

2.1 Equality 

2.1.1 Domestic violence 

According to the Swedish national council for crime prevention, Brå (2012) there were almost 

30 000 complaints of assault against women 18 years or older during 2011. This number do 

not include all unreported assaults. Brå has estimated that only every fifth case is reported to 

the police. In cases where the perpetrator is known to the victim the hidden statistics are even 

greater (Brå, 2002:14). According to an extensive survey conducted in 2001 (Lundgren et.al
1
) 

every tenth woman in Sweden had been abused by a present or former partner. 

 

In November 2007 the government presented their action plan against men's violence against 

women, honour related violence and violence in same sexed relationships
2
. The action plan 

contains 56 measures, including education to social services and the police, financial support 

to NGOs, evaluations of different organizations and increased support to abused women
3
.  

2.1.2 Discrimination due to ethnicity 

Several studies have shown that there is a substantial inequality in terms of social and 

economic position in society, between those with a Swedish background compared to those 

without.  For example, those who immigrated to Sweden are twice as likely to be unemployed 

compared to the native population. Immigrants also have generally lower average incomes 

                                                 
1
 The study has received critic for using a wide definition of violence which led to high estimates (Brå, 2009) 

2
  Skr. 2007/08:39 

3
 The action plan has been criticized by BRÅ among others for focusing to much on changing the women, not 

prevent the man from his actions (Brå, 2010) 
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than ethnic Swedes (Integrationsverket 2002:13). Every second person with a foreign origin 

has felt discriminated (Davidsson, 2005). 

The realization that there is an ethnic discrimination in Sweden is relatively new. 

Diskrimineringsombudsmannen, DO
4
, was not established until 1986, and it was not until the 

law against ethnic discrimination came into force in 1994 that DO had the right to demand 

fines against discriminating employers. The discrimination is created discursively, through the 

debate and ways of talking about immigrants and distinguishes them as a group and also 

defines the group as inferior. It is in the construction of immigrants as the inferior others that 

we can find the ideological legitimacy of permitting the existence of discrimination in 

everyday life, in practice, values and standards of ordinary people (Integrationsverket 

2002:13) 

2.2 Destination Sweden 

Sweden have since long had a history of emigration and immigration but it was not until 1968 

that immigration became more regulated. For many years the non-Nordic immigration has 

been dominated by individuals permitted residence due to family ties. Only in years of 

especially serious conflicts in form of war the asylum-seekers have exceeded the numbers of 

relatives (prop.1999/2000:43). In 2011 approximately 93 000 persons were granted residence, 

a third of them came due to family ties (Migrationsverket, 2012a). 

 

In recent decades, migration has changed its character. One of the differences is the increased 

migration of women. This form of migration usually goes from poor areas of the world to the 

rich. Western Europe and North America has attractiveness in terms of better living 

conditions, creating the migration direction (Castle & Miller, 1993). 

2.2.1 Applying for residence 

When migrating to Sweden the migration board is the authority which considers applications 

for residence permits. The authority answers to the Ministry of Justice and the Ministry of 

Employment. Guidelines from the government and the parliament are expressed in an annual 

budget and policy specification. The Migration Board reaches decisions in accordance with, 

                                                 
4  the state agency working against ethnic discrimination 
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amongst others, the Swedish Aliens Act and Swedish Citizenship Act (Migrationsverket, 

2012b). 

When applying for residence due to family ties, a temporary residence permit is granted if the 

relationship is deemed as serious (The Alien Act, chap.5, 3a§). After two years in the same 

relationship, one is granted a permanent residence permit. If the relationship is ended within 

these two years the immigrant has to leave the country (The Alien Act, chap.5, 8§). The SOU 

2005:14 show that similar migration legislation is used in several other countries. 

 

Exceptions from the two year rule can be made if there are “special reasons” for this. Those 

reasons are; if the foreigner has a special connection to Sweden, if the relationship has ended 

mainly due to the fact that the migrant or his/her children have been victims of violence or 

other serious violation of their freedom or peace and if there are other strong reasons for the 

migrant to be granted a continued residence (The Alien Act 2005:716, chap.5, 16§). 

According to Roks (2010), many women do not get a continued residence even if they have 

been abused, much because of the requirements for the violence to be seen as serious are hard 

to fulfil. However, a guiding judgement in October 2011 might improve the possibilities to be 

granted permanent residence even if not all requirements can be fulfilled (Sveriges domstolar, 

2012). To further describe the process for immigrants following model might be of help. 

 

Model 1 Overview of the process for obtaining permanent residence in Sweden due to family ties. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The current alien act came into force in 2006. A proposition which had profound implications 

for the shaping of it is proposition 1999/2000:43. When amending the act to implement new 

EU directives the preparatory work was made in proposition 2005/06:72. The changes mainly 

affected the ability to review relationships where the couple is married or cohabiting. Current 

law provides the immigration office to only implement a so-called seriousness test if the 

couple is unmarried and have been living together for less than two years. A seriousness test 

takes in to consideration the extent of the relationship, how well they know each other and if 
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they share a language. If the relationship does not appear as serious enough the migration 

board may reject the application. 

2.3 The democratic system 

The Swedish parliament consists of 349 members who are chosen every fourth year in general 

elections. Since 2010 eight parties are represented. One of the parliament’s tasks is to 

examine the work of the government and central government agencies (Riksdagen, 2012c). 

The parliament also has the authority to adopt new laws or to amend existing legislations. 

Suggestions for new laws, or amendments to laws that are already in force, come from the 

government as propositions. For the proposal to be adopted as a law a majority of the 

parliament must vote in favour of it. Reactions to propositions or suggestions for new 

legislation can be written by one or more members of the opposition as a motion (Riksdagen, 

2012a). If members of the parliament have a question to a government minister, a certain 

issue they would like to raise, they also have the possibility to send an interpellation. By 

doing so the minister is obliged to answer both written and orally in a debate. The debates are 

held in the plenary chamber and all members of parliament are entitled to participate 

(Riksdagen, 2012b).  

 

In the last general election there were a slightly greater proportion of men than women elected 

as members of parliament. It resulted in a distribution of 45 percent women and 55 percent 

men. The gender distribution in government was in August 2011 slightly more even than in 

parliament (SCB, 2012).After the election in 2010, 8% of the members of the parliament were 

born in a country other than Sweden (SCB, 2008a), which can be compared to 15% of the 

total population (SCB, 2011). Individuals with foreign backgrounds are scattered throughout 

the mainstream parties, though not in numbers reflecting the ethnic diversity of contemporary 

Sweden (Hellgren & Hobson, 2008).  

 

Providing this breakdown is based on how it is shown that the work done by administrators 

from minority groups are of great importance for advocating their rights. Taking the work 

with policy making as an example, the administrators can influence the activities in municipal 

organizations. When framing a policy issue, minority administrators can define what problem 

is to be solved and they govern the issues relevant to the group (Tahvilzadeh, 2011). 
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3 Previous studies 

In this chapter a selection of previous studies will be presented. None was found with the 

exact same perspective and aim as this thesis, but those concerning an adjacent topic or in 

other ways related to the issue of inequality have been chosen. Previous studies show that the 

discourse on gender inequality and immigrations tends to focus on inequality within ethnic 

minority groups and it does not address how gender inequality can be a part of a relationship 

between migrant women and ethnic Swedes -a gap which this thesis seek to address. Since the 

issue of migrant women being exposed to domestic violence is wide and complex, it was also 

necessary to find several previous studies that could cover the many aspects of the issue. The 

studies are presented within four different themes relevant to the aim of the thesis. 

3.1 Experience’s from women’s shelters 

Studies of the experiences of migrant women being exposed to domestic violence are useful 

to understand how the political legislation is affecting them in their everyday life.  

 

Two reports causing major impact on the debate in Sweden, both in media and in political 

documents, are Roks
5
 Täckmantel: Äktenskap (2009) and Fruimporten fortsätter (2010).  

Statistics on migrant women being abused had been hard to find until Roks presented their 

results from a survey conducted amongst women's shelters in 2009. The respond showed how 

70% of the shelters had experiences with women who had been exposed to wife import
6
. In 

total they had met 515 women (Roks, 2009). The experiences from women shelter were how 

these women generally are in worse condition than other women at the shelters, much due to 

their lack in the Swedish language, social networks and education (Roks, 2009). Due to the 

legislation regarding the women as illegal in the country when they left their partner, women 

shelters cannot get any founding from the municipality. This means they have to rely on 

                                                 
5  Roks is one out of the two major organizations for woman’s shelters in Sweden. 
6
  A term used to describe how men marry foreign women and force them to live under difficult 

circumstances for the purpose of being used sexually and/or for housework. 
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private donors to be able to pay for the women’s needs, such as psychologists, interpreters and 

medical bills (Roks, 2010). 

The situation described is also confirmed by Jemteborn & Schlytter (2005). They further 

argue that it is more or less legal for a man to abuse a woman today since it does not include 

any legal risks for himself and he can get rid of the woman when is suits him. They see this as 

proof of how society’s efforts for protecting these women are insufficient. The situation put 

the responsibility for avoiding exploitation on the women. 

 

Studies on women’s shelters in the United States show many similarities to the Swedish 

situation.  Likewise Sweden, a person who immigrates to the United States for marriage have 

to remain "properly" married for two years before even applying for permanent resident 

status. The law is in many ways specifically designed to burden those already subordinated by 

other structures of domination (Crenshaw, 1991). Women's shelters face big challenges 

dealing with migrant women seeking help, not only victims of domestic violence but also 

victims of other forms of discrimination. For women's shelters to create alternatives to the 

abusive relationships they have to deal with other multi layered forms of discrimination 

(Crenshaw, 1991; Narayan, 1995).  In an attempt to distinguish “good faith-marriages” to 

“fraudulent-marriages”, policies neglect the fact that regardless of how good the intention of 

marriage might have been women risk being victims of abuse in both (Narayan, 1995).   

 

Although most previous studies present a similar image of migrant women as victims there 

are a few exceptions trying to challenge stereotypes. One of them is Haandrikman and 

Websters ongoing study (2012) on women from Thailand marrying men in rural Sweden. 

They present the women as active participants making strategic choices for a better life rather 

than the image of passive victims which are often presented in media and debates 

(Haandrikman & Webster, 2012) 

3.2 The female body on the political agenda 

To provide a deeper understanding of how politics can be affected by gender structures, 

following studies on inequality can be useful.  

 

The connection between love and politics, and the denial of such a thing, can be seen as 

central for understanding power relations between the sexes, especially men’s power over 
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women’s bodies (Wendt, 2009). Love relationships and sexuality are often seen as a private 

sphere and therefore this subject is often seen as irrelevant in political discussions concerning 

equality. Using arguments that laws and regulations should not apply on our most intimate 

relationships, questions about how the underlying gender structures form the base of our 

relationships and is the ground for understanding how political phenomenon can be 

understood as affected by sexuality and gender is ignored (Wendt, 2009). Critic could 

although be raised towards Wendt’s arguments by looking at how Swedish politics have tried 

to regulate the private sphere many times, for example by  the criminalisation of rape within 

marriage, corporal punishment and purchasing sex.  

 

Another aspect of how the social stratification are affecting the political debate is the 

connection between gender and violence. Eduards (2004) points out how the idea of men as 

defenders of women and children, as well as beliefs of militarism, masculinity and male 

violence are used in a racified rhetoric of us against the others. As an example she refers to 

how the US justified their warfare against the Taliban regime partly by seeing it as an 

liberation of the oppressed Afghan women. These women are used as an argument against the 

enemy, "the other's" culture and legitimize the bombing. She continues her analysis by 

pointing out how those who are defended and those who are defending hardly can take the 

same positions in the social order for it to continue. Women being physically absent from the 

decision making is one aspect of a larger set of problems, based on the concept that state, 

nation, and war are strongly gender-coded (Eduards, 2004). 

 

Structures of inequality can be seen as based on dichotomies that divide people in to two 

groups: the norm and the other. An example of this is the dichotomy of Male, seen as the 

norm, and Female, seen as the other. These dichotomies are often connected to stereotypical 

characteristics which contrast each other, such as active, strong and rational in relation to 

passive, weak and emotional (Civis, 2012; de los Reyes & Mulinari, 2005). The 

characteristics connected to the norm are given higher value than the other. This results in the 

norm as a social group getting more power and privileges in the political, economic, cultural 

and social sphere (Civis
7
, 2012). 

 

                                                 
7
  The organization Civis is running a project supported by Undomsstyrelsen with the purpose of being a forum 

for all types of work related to intersectionality 
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3.3 Welcome to a gender equal country? 

Following studies can be useful to grasp how the discourse can play an important role in the 

construction of gender inequality. 

 

Since the 70's, immigrant's attitudes toward gender equality have been a recurring theme 

when differences between Swedish and foreign-born are to be discussed. Issues like honour 

killings and patriarchal families have led to a discourse where media and authorities place 

immigrants as non-equal and different. By pointing out the deviant, Sweden has come to be 

associated to a country and a culture that offers a unique free zone from gender oppression 

(Integrationsverket, 2002).  

 

On the contrary Hellgren and Hobson (2008) argues how even though the media's attention 

surrounding honour-related violence has benefited xenophobic groups it has also changed this 

image of the gender equal Sweden allowing for reflections upon the diversity within cultures, 

marked by religion, gender, class differences and generational conflicts. This has opened up a 

political space for immigrant's women's group, whom before in many ways have been 

excluded from the public debate (Hellgren & Hobson, 2008). 

 

As mentioned earlier previous studies on the discourse of gender inequality and 

discrimination are mainly focusing on how inequality within ethnic minority is often debated 

and rarely of the gender inequality in the relationship between migrant women and ethnic 

Swedes. Although studies have revealed Sweden’s image of themselves as being the 'moral 

superpower', being the best on welfare, gender equality and migration policies (Schmauch, 

2006). This could be seen as a part of why, for example the gender inequalities between 

Swedish men and migrant women seldom is spoken of. 

3.4 Seeing migration as a threat 

Studies on the migration politics are useful for understanding how women’s migration status 

could affect the political discourse.  

 

The category “immigrants” is constructed through the discourse. In the rhetoric concerning 

international immigration to Sweden there is an underlying idea of an invasion from outside 
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Europe threatening the social cohesion of Western society. The fact that migration from poor 

countries to Europe is a minority in a global perspective does not change people’s 

associations with viewing migration as a threat to the Swedish nation (Tesfahuney, 1998). 

 

Even without a direct impact on policy, xenophobic parties have contributed to a 

radicalization of discourses in Sweden concerning immigration and integration. Since the 

formation and initial breakthroughs by Sweden’s anti-immigrant parties immigrant-

scapegoating discourses employed by such parties have become more common. Even while 

the most radical of such groups remain relegated for the most part to Sweden's political 

periphery, some of their causal arguments and discourses have been echoed in mainstream 

discourses (Carson & Burns, 2006). Swedish politics narrow focus on migrants as a problem 

to be resolved before it is possible to reach a functioning integration has led to efforts 

primarily been directed to this group. This creates a framework where there is no room for 

questioning the established system. Politics can thereby continue to implement policies 

aiming to help to solve the "immigrant" problem without referring or propose institutional or 

structural change (Integrationsverket, 2002) 

 

Ahmed (2007) has through her studies of whiteness adopted a phenomenological perspective 

on embodied social practises and spatiality. She describes whiteness as an ongoing and 

unfinished history, which orientates bodies in specific directions, creating more or less 

flexibility for social acting depending on who you are. Khosravi (2010), show how 

undocumented migrants become objects of what he calls “inclusive exclusion” in Swedish 

society because of their status as “illegal”. This is due to that they are both excluded and 

included from society, sometimes at the same time. As an example, he shows how these 

immigrants are included in the political debate since the issue of illegal immigrants is on the 

political agenda, but at the same time excluded from Swedish politics since they aren’t 

politically represented. Another example is how they are included in the labour market since 

they are used as cheap labour, but excluded from it by standing outside the unemployment 

insurance system and trade unions. This interaction of inclusion and exclusion mechanisms 

results in that undocumented migrants not really become excluded from society, but excepted. 

They are not thrown out completely, but they are neither seen as full members of the Swedish 

society. This further regulates and controls the lives of undocumented migrants, who become 

outsiders in a society in which they at the same time are included in (Khosravi, 2010).  
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4 Theory 

In this chapter the theory used for the thesis is presented. Giving the reader a brief history to 

the perspective as well as examples of its importance when studying the situation of migrant 

women. 

4.1 An intersectional perspective  

Intersectionality is a sociological theory sprung from the black feminism, as critic to previous 

research ignoring women's diverse experiences in general and specific conditions for racified 

women (Crenshaw, 1991). Feminists and antiracists hade for a long time acted as if 

experience of women and “people of colour” would occur mutually on exclusive terrain. 

When analysing the discourses responding to either discrimination or ethnicity migrant 

women, being both women and “of colour”, risked being marginalized within both (McCall, 

2005). By introducing intersectionality the hope was to combine antiracist and feminist efforts 

revealing how discrimination in many shapes interacts in the lives of real people (Crenshaw, 

1991).  

 

The same individual can carry several different categories, which forces them to handle 

several different power structures (De los Reyes & Mulinari, 2007). By demanding 

recognition for specific categories with specific needs, groups and individuals are forced into 

static relationships which are hard to change. The construction of categories becomes a tool 

for exercising power through supporting the idea of homogeneous groups along with a 

hierarchical division. Seeing groups as solid categories further makes it possible to rank them. 

This is central for cementing inequality between groups (De los Reyes & Mulinari, 2007). 

 

The need to understand these complex power relations makes the concept of intersectionality 

to a key theoretical tool in power analysis. Intersectionality urges the researcher to analyse 

how power is constituted by the socially constructed differences that are embedded in 

categories and that changes in different spatial and historical contexts. Such a perspective 

differs from previous efforts to that led to a mechanical understanding of the categories of 
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gender, class and ethnicity, where the individual's position is determined by the sum of the 

order and subordination structures (de los Reyes, Molina & Mulinari, 2003). The 

intersectional perspective makes it possible to turn our eyes from the categorization of 

thinking that has different group’s inherent properties of the focus to the institutional 

mechanisms and societal structures that create these categories. It is important to note that 

intersectionality is not just a theory to apply on marginalized groups. Rather it is an aspect of 

social structures shaping everyone’s lives. Social relationships are so complex that nearly 

everyone in some extent is disadvantaged, marginalized or oppressed (Laurel Weldon,  2008). 

To further exemplify the idea of intersectionality following model could be useful, showing 

how different categories can overlap.  

 

Model 2 Intersectionality. 

 

 

There are several dimensions that signifies the intersectionality as a theory. One being the 

importance of including the perspective of multiply-marginalized women. Another the 

analytic shift from seeing the overlapping of inequalities as more than just an extra layer of 

discrimination on the already exciting but as a the complex interactions it is creating (Choo & 

Feree, 2010)  

4.1.1 The norm and the other 

Power positions within feminism are constructed discursively. Women who do not fit into the 

picture of a Swedish-born, white, heterosexual and educated middle class woman often 

become marginalized (de los Reyes, Molina & Mulinari, 2003).  The hegemonic femininity 

stands in the way for seeing power imbalances between women, within the group. These 

imbalances only become visible when stepping away from the conflict of men and women, 

which has been the focus of the ongoing debate in society (De los Reyes & Mulinari, 2007).   

Gender Ethnicity 

Class Age 

Multi layered 

effect 
Discrimination 
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Post-colonial feminism has contributed to an understanding of how women outside Europe 

are constructed as different. The other women are seen as different based on the thought of 

regions in the world in different stages of development. The view of countries in a “natural” 

scale of social change also allows people from these countries to be seen as a product of their 

surroundings, making it possible to ignore the inequality that characterizes the relationship 

between different regions. But when “the other women” suddenly is becoming visible and 

present in the western contemporary society this is no longer possible (de los Reyes, Molina 

& Mulinari, 2003). 

4.1.2 Critic against the theory 

A challenge for intersectionality is its purpose to criticize identity politics while the concept 

of identity for the most parts retains its centrality of being repositioned a core unit of analysis, 

with gender, race and class grounds being repositioned as dimensions of identity (Conaghan, 

2009). To further develop intersectionality when used as a method Choo and Feree (2010) 

suggest a few improvements. One being including not only persons of the margins of society 

but also their perspectives. Another to problematize the relationships of power for categories 

still unmarked, such as whiteness and masculinity (Choo & Feree, 2010). 
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5 Method 

This chapter gives the reader a presentation of the methods used and the research approaches 

chosen. It further describes how data was collected and the different phases of the analysis are 

presented step-by-step. Validity, reliability and ethical considerations are also discussed. 

5.1 Approaching the material 

The method used for this thesis is inspired by Foucault’s (1993) discourse analysis, and the 

traditional hermeneutic approach. A discourse can simply be explained as the current debate 

about any phenomenon. Society is governed by discourses defining people as subjects, 

including and shutting them out from different parts of society (Foucault, 1993). When using 

a discourse analysis efforts are made to understand the debate around a certain phenomenon. 

It is not of importance to look at the effects of it, such as legislation and prohibitions. The 

attention should instead be paid to the talk. Who is talking about it, what is said, from which 

standpoints and which institutions encourages a debate about the phenomenon. Who has the 

control over – and set the conditions for the discourse (Foucault, 2009).  

 

There are no templates for a discourse analysis. It often consists of analysing the text where 

several different linguistic focuses can be used (Hellspong & Ledin, 1997). Since this method 

was not sufficient for the aim of the thesis in addition to this inspiration was found in the 

hermeneutic approach. It contributes by seeing the human being as intentional – that all 

actions sprung from an intention, a will. These intentions are further always framed or limited 

by the context of the human being. The same phenomenon could therefore have different 

meanings due to different contexts (Starrin & Svensson, 2009). The contexts could be 

interpreted as discourses, using Foucault’s (1993) definition. Therefore the two approaches; 

discourse – and hermeneutic approach, complement each other. There are of course other 

methods and research approaches that could have been used. One of them is interviewing 

politicians, which might have given a more depth in the research material. However many 

interviews would have had to be made if one is to study the political discourse and therefore 

these two approaches seemed most suitable. 
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Through an inductive starting point, effort has been made to not go looking for evidence to 

confirm the theory, however certain themes emerged from the data were guided by the 

intersectional framework. To make sure they were suitable themes there has not been any 

intention to look for one perspective among politicians, contrary an openness to 

disagreements and conflicts have been an important part in the analysis work.  

5.2 Collecting and selecting the material 

Research material from three different sources was chosen since it was important to get a 

width in the material to be able to answer the research questions.. All material chosen was 

found via the parliament’s web page
8
 by using their search engine for public material. 

Keywords used were “mäns våld mot kvinnor” and “tvåårsregeln”
9
. There were attempts 

made to search for documents with other keywords, but no new were found.  

5.2.1 Motions 

To capture the discourse, motions from over ten years have been selected. There are motions 

concerning the issue earlier but a limit from the year 2000 seemed suitable for several 

reasons. Legislations and society’s view on these issues are continuously changing and to get 

material relevant for the contemporary discourse it was important to make a time limitation. 

These motions also continuously mentioned and debated the proposition 1999/2000:43, which 

is a part of the research material and therefore the material got more uniform.  

 

From the start, the thought was to only analyse motions concerning migrant women exposed 

to violence during the two year probation time. But, when reading motions regarding men’s 

violence against women in general, it became very clear that these motions differed a lot from 

the ones regarding migrant women. Comparing motions enabled to see differences between 

those concerning “women in general” and those concerning migrant women. It also facilitated 

to look deeper in to the construction of the norm for women. It is probably necessary to 

underline that the aim not has been to look at how two different groups of women are being 

portrayed, such as Swedish and migrant women. Being aware of the motions concerning 

“men’s violence against women” do intend to include all women, regardless of residence 

                                                 
8
  ww.w.riksdagen.se 

9
 “men’s violence against women” and “the two year rule” 
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status. The aim has instead been to look at how migrant women are portrayed when debated 

separately and what happens to migrant women when they are included into “all women”. 

 

When selecting motions concerning “men’s violence against women”, motions from every 

political party in the parliament were chosen to get a width in the material. Since there were 

several motions from each party, the last motion handed in was selected. If a party handed in 

two motions close to each other in time, but different in content, both were selected.  

5.2.2 Interpellation debates 

In addition to the motions all interpellations debates during the same time period were 

selected. The choice is mainly based on their importance for giving an insight to possible 

disagreements between politicians as well as them arguing and reasoning these issues. 

5.2.3 Propositions 

Two propositions were also added to the material. Proposition 1999/2000:43 was chosen 

because of it often being referred to in motions, studies and evaluations and thus it has played 

an important role in the debate concerning migrant women exposed to violence. Proposition 

2005/06:72 was also chosen due to its importance in the implement of new EU directives. 

5.3 Analysing the material 

Motions, propositions and interpellations are suitable for a discourse analysis since it provides 

the possibility of looking at how politicians argue, discuss and interpret this issue. As 

previously mentioned Foucault (2009) means that the talk is vital for understanding a 

discourse. It was also possible to look the intention of the legislation with this material. It 

would not have been as easy in an analysis of the law itself since it is not telling on what 

grounds it was passed or its view on migrant women. The traditional hermeneutic approach 

usually look at single parts of the material, relating them to each other and then to the social 

context (Starrin & Svensson, 2009). Efforts were also made to see the material as a whole 

from which a core meaning could be found, trying to see structures, getting to know the 

discourses around the phenomenon. The analysis work consisted of looking for all parts of the 

material that related to the research questions. This had to be done in a systematic way to 

avoid only seeing the sensational or expected results (Starrin & Svensson, 2009). 
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To gain an overall impression of and to get to know the research material, the process started 

with an initial phase where the material was repeatedly read. Following the discourse- and 

hermeneutic approach, the analysis work was further characterized by looking for what 

seemed to be very important and what was said with consistency (Starrin & Svensson, 2009). 

The focus was also on phenomenon that were extensively described or specified. This made it 

easy seeing both single parts of the material and the context. By constantly going back to the 

material, a systematic reading of it was possible, trying to find differences and similarities 

through comparing parts of the material with each other. This can contribute to new 

discoveries and new angles from which to look at the material (Starrin & Svensson, 2009).  

 

The next step was to try to categorize the material in to themes capturing the political 

discourse. When creating themes, it is important that each is unique and that two categories 

don’t overlap each other. It should be very clear how a statement should be categorized even 

if the statements are different opinions on the same topic (Starrin & Svensson, 2009). This 

was not very easy since many parts of the research material could be interpreted in different 

ways. By creating fewer but wider categories the material could be sorted by four relevant 

themes
10

. All themes then got a colour each and then the material was categorized by 

highlighting the parts that fitted into the categories. The material was then compiled.  

 

It should be mentioned that the motions concerning “men’s violence against women” were not 

included in the research material mentioned above. These motions were analysed afterwards, 

in comparison with the themes previously found in the research material to see whether there 

were significant differences between the two categories of motions. This might have led to 

missing important parts of the motions regarding “men’s violence against women”, since only 

the already found themes were looked for. However, since the intention was to compare the 

materials to each other, this has been a very fruitful way to analyse the material. The next 

phase was to find theories that could give the research material meaning. Previous studies had 

shown that an intersectional analysis could help reveal how different categories of oppression 

interact (De los Reyes & Mulinari, 2005; McCall, 2005), something that seemed to be vital to 

understand the issue of this thesis. Therefore it was clear that the research material would be 

suitable to analyse through an intersectional perspective. In the thesis an intercategorial 

approach to intersectionality was used. Being aware of the risk of legitimate the differences of 

                                                 
10

 The themes chosen are presented in the results chapter. 
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people by using categories still seeing it as the best way of describing the inequality that exist 

within the society today (McCall, 2005). 

5.3.1 Self-Reflexive Sociology 

A researcher is never totally objective and all life experiences affect the analysis to some 

extent. When describing others, the researcher also describes him- or herself (Ehn & Klein, 

2007). One’s social and cultural background is always reflected in one’s writing and therefore 

all writing is positioned and situated. This is something that every researcher needs to accept 

and be open to (Creswell, 2007). The authors of this thesis have years of working experience 

with human rights and women’s rights, but none of them have worked directly with the 

political or juridical aspect of it. Thus, there were more preconceptions about the women’s 

situation than about how politicians dealt with the issue. These preconceptions can of course 

also be beneficial. Going through all available material on the subject, with the purpose to get 

a good background, also led to preconceptions and expectations about the result. Along the 

way many pre-consumptions, coloured by the white and academic perspective, which are 

sometimes hard to set aside since they are seen as “the truth”, were challenged. Being self 

reflective while writing is a way to take responsibility for the impact that one’s background 

might have on the study (Creswell, 2007).  By carefully describing the theories and methods 

used for the analysis the reader hopefully get the chance to judge whether a correct analysis 

has been made, not to too influenced by preconceptions.  

5.3.2 Validity 

Central for this thesis validity is the question whether the political discourse has been 

captured by the chosen data and method. By using several different sources efforts have been 

made to strengthen the validity. The method has also been carefully chosen. It is also crucial 

to rule out the possibility of there being several parallel discourses amongst politicians. In an 

effort to avoid this document has carefully been selected making sure opinions from all 

parties in the parliament are included. By using explicit references and quotes from the 

research material in the result, effort has been made to make the thesis transparent and to give 

the reader a chance to reflect whether the interpretation can be considered correct or not. 

5.3.3 Reliability 

The reliability in an empirical study is high if the study would give the same results if recited.  

The reliability of discourse analysis can be strengthen through being very clear about what 
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has been done to come up with the results (Bergström & Boréus, 2009).  This has been taken 

in to consideration by trying to describe the research process clearly, step-by-step, trying to 

make it easy for the reader to critically review the thesis. Further, the intersubjectivity is said 

to be high when several persons get the same results (Bergström & Boréus, 2009). Being two 

authors has provided the possibility to continuously discuss the interpretation and thereby also 

strengthen the intersubjectivity. Good supervision has also helped making sure that everything 

is done in a correct way. However since the analysis is built on interpretation, this is one of 

the hardest aspects to fulfil. The results might have differed being analysed by another author. 

The benefit of the wideness of an intersectional perspective is how the research material 

easily can be connected to the theory. However, because of this the problem of 

intersubjectivity becomes even more present.  

 

Since the research material was written in Swedish, but the thesis in English, a translation of 

quotes from the research material when presenting the results was needed. This might also 

have contributed to a lower reliability, making it harder for the reader to judge whether the 

interpretation of the results is done in a correct way or not. The translation has of course been 

done as carefully as possible and links to the original source are presented in the appendix. 

5.4 Ethics 

The aim of this thesis has not been to describe migrant women exposed to violence as a 

homogeneous group, categorizing them once again. Part of the ethical considerations have 

been choosing to see these women as unique individuals and at the same time raise awareness 

about what happens when they are seen and treated as a group. This has of course been very 

difficult, maybe the biggest challenge of this thesis, since writing about “these women” 

contribute to creating a picture of them as a group. Since the documents selected as research 

material are public documents they are by law available (SFS, 2009). One risk when 

challenging the work of politicians might be that the work of those politicians who work hard 

for women’s rights and are aware of the complexity of this issue will be undermined, which in 

turn will have a negative effect on the abused women. The intention with the thesis has never 

been to criticize politicians, but rather to give attention to the issue.  
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6 Results 

The results will be presented categorized by the four themes that emerged from the research 

material. Each theme will briefly be summarized and exemplified with quotes from the 

research material. The differences between motions regarding men’s violence against women 

and those regarding the two year rule will be presented separate in the end of the chapter. It is 

important to underline that there are contradictions in the results. Some politicians have 

different opinions than others. The aim has been to capture the core of the debate.   

6.1 The other women 

Migrant women are, in several ways, discussed as a certain group of women – with certain 

needs. The proposition set out the terms and conditions for when migrant women are 

integrated in society and when a relationship is to be considered serious. It also states what is 

violence serious enough for a migrant woman to get a permanent residence in Sweden 

according to the exception of the two year rule. 

 

“The Government therefore considers that occasional minor violence not in itself should 

grant the applicant a continuous residence permit in Sweden.” (Proposition 1999/2000:43) 

 

”If they (migration board) consider the violence not severe enough the women might be 

deported, it clearly shows how migrant women, in contrast to Swedish, are accepted to be 

subject to a certain degree of violence” (Motion 2005/06 A370) 

 

The reasons for these women being exposed to domestic violence are sometimes described as 

cultural differences as well as their experience of violence. 

 

“The foreign women who marry Swedish men or men living in Sweden with another 

nationality than their own may face problems of another kind. Within these relationships, 

cultural conflicts might cause problems. Not least differences in the views on sexuality, 

relationships and gender roles are difficult to master.” (Proposition 1999/2000:43) 
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“In the contacts I have with these women they are satisfied with being beaten once a week. 

In their home country their beaten daily by their brother or father”(Interpellation 2010/11:38) 

 

In the motions and interpellation debates concerning the two year rule, migrant women are 

described as a group in a particularly difficult situation, often mentioned as victims of “wife 

import”. They also describe how it is clear that men have used their superiority over these 

women who lack resources to claim their rights since they are new in the country. 

 

“Often, these women do not speak the language and they have no knowledge about the 

culture of their new country. Many have been lured here by the dream of a nice house, money 

and a decent existence. This illusion is soon shattered by a harsh reality in which the woman 

becomes a victim of a man who uses her physically, mentally and sexually.” (Motion 

2001/02:Ju394) 

6.2 Conflicts of interests 

6.2.1 Borders and migration 

There is a constant fear of migration laws being abused and therefore migration due to family 

ties needs to be controlled. This is especially visible in the proposition where suggestions for 

legislations are made with the attention to the risk of migrants exploiting the possibility to 

come to Sweden. 

 

"If every kind of violent act or violation that the applicant or her children have been 

exposed to would give the right to a continued residence permit, the rule could easily be 

abused to evade the immigration rules." (Proposition 1999/2000:43) 

 

“Furthermore, it has to be considered how a result of the regulated migration is that the 

only option for large groups of foreigners to legally obtain a residence permit in Sweden is to 

start a family here. The risks that relationships should be initiated in order to evade the 

immigration rules are high.” (Proposition 1999/2000:43) 

 

The interpellation debate confirms the discourse seeing migrants as willing to face big risks in 

order to come to Sweden. 
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Only one party brings up boarders and migration in the motions concerning the two year rule. 

They write about how the borders need to be further protected and an increase of cooperation 

over the European borders is needed to stop trafficking, seeing international organized 

criminality as one reason to “wife-import”. Because of this the freedom of migration within 

the European Union demands a higher level of security. They suggest how the Migration 

board should decline all applications where the reference person
11

 have a criminal record and 

state that this is preventing violence against women.  

6.2.2 The man’s integrity v.s. the woman’s need for protection 

Overall, there is a debate concerning the migrant woman’s right to information about her 

partner’s abusive background, set against the man’s right to his integrity. The suggestion of 

warning women about their men is often seen as a way to prevent men from abuse women in 

the future. It is also seen as a way of giving women the right she is entitled to and if she is 

exposed to domestic violence seek help earlier. However the complexity of the issue is often 

raised, as in this interpellation debate; 

 

“The question is whether there is a system to be used to warn when one knows this is a 

man who usually batter his wife coming here -so that the women knows about it before 

coming here. It should be a system which does not infringe the personal integrity. I am trying 

to urge the minister to use his “grey cells” and figure out something good” (Interpellation 

2010/11:38) 

 

This also concerns the responsibility of the woman. Telling her about her husband’s previous 

criminal acts is sometimes seen as a way to protect her and sometimes as a way to give her the 

responsibility over her own life. This can in fact be seen as another conflict; who is most 

capable to decide what is best for the woman – the state or the woman herself?  

 

The diverging views can be exemplified in the debate between two members of the parliament 

 

“Even if women around the world are poor, they are not stupid. It is clear that if a woman 

is informed about that she might be this man's fifth wife or that he has been convicted of 

assault before, it can determine whether she is traveling halfway around the earth or not, not 
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 The migrants partner and connection in Sweden (Roks, 2009) 
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matter how nice she think the man is, how in love she is and how hard she believes that she 

will have a better life " (Interpellation 2009/10:258) 

 

"I am not sure I share the interpellants perception that women would refrain just because 

of this information. I am actually not sure, cause sometimes the life one's living in poverty 

make people who consider emigration very risk-taking. It does not only count for this kind of 

relationship and situation we are discussing. We can ask our self why one would risk their 

lives getting over the Mediterranean in a rickety boat”(Interpellation 2009/10:258) 

 

Some motions mention that informing the women is a bit strange since no Swedish woman is 

informed about her partner’s criminal records. 

 

The proposition is clearly positive about informing women about their husband’s criminal 

record, but only when the risk for her to be abused is very high, which is seen as the cases 

where the man has battered women before. It states that a granted residence permit can be 

seen as an offensive act when knowing that the risk for the woman to be exposed to violence 

is high.  

 

“…it is not eligible to decline an application for a residence permit in Sweden only 

because of that the in Sweden living person is a criminal, just as the application cannot be 

declined on the grounds that the person in Sweden for example, have an addiction… Legal 

certainty, also speak against such an order because it is inevitable that there would be a 

matter of subjective values.” (Proposition 1999/2000:43) 

6.2.3 Love and law 

This category includes material that discusses politics and legislations in connection with 

relationships in order to stop women from being battered. In the motions concerning the two 

year rule, it is often stated that the phenomenon of “wife import” has to be separated from 

loving relationship and the preconceptions about relationships across borders has to be 

defeated. 

 

“Legislation and its practice should, which is presently the case, assume that people have 

honest intentions and are not attempting to harm each other.”  (Motion 2011/12:Sf279) 
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This is also something that the proposition states over and over again, outing that rules 

regarding residence permits shouldn’t stop serious couples from being together in Sweden.  

There is an ongoing argumentation concerning when authorities have the right to interfere in 

people’s private lives. A more established relationship is seen as more serious than a newly 

established since the man and the woman knows each other better. It is underlined that a 

majority of the relationships are serious and the state should not interfere in people’s private 

lives. The view of two groups of Swedish men with different the intention reoccur frequently.  

 

“It is those who actually meet someone, fall in love and come here, and then it turns out 

that this person abuses her and because of this she has to leave the country, even though she 

left everything she had. It is also concerning those coming here due to someone creating a 

system of importing wives and just before the two years have passed one says: Good bye, time 

to leave” (Interpellation 2010/11:38) 

6.3 Comparison with motions concerning men’s 

violence against women 

In the motions about men’s violence against women, there are no statements referring to 

differences between women. Women are simply seen as women. In the debate concerning the 

two year rule, the specific context of migrant women is constantly spoken of. Migrant women 

are to a high extent seen as a group of their own. Cultural differences between the partners are 

sometimes seen as the reason for the violence.  

 

Another difference is that, when debating how to end men’s violence against women, the 

consequences for the abusive men is not mentioned. All measures possible for the woman to 

be secure have to be implied. Cooperation between different authorities, improvements 

regarding the documenting of the violence, education and better ways to continuously 

prosecute perpetrators are some examples. 

 

“…it must be clear that the victim is the paramount and that the woman has the right to 

society’s full support in order to live a life free from violence, threats or harassment. The 

starting point should be that legislation, authorities and community agencies should shield 

the freedom of the exposed woman“(Motion 2004/05:Ju293) 



Different strokes for different folks                                      Lindblad Höglund, Littmann 

26  

Another continuous difference is the debate regarding governmental responsibility and how 

the violence should be ended. When debating men’s violence against women, it is from the 

view point of a very serious and structural problem. It is seen as an expression of a power 

imbalance between the sexes, something that is an important part of the work for an equal 

society. Men’s violence against women is only possible because structures in society make it 

possible for men to abuse women. The motions state that there is a lack of preventive work to 

end this, on all levels of society. Education is one example of the preventive work necessary.  

It is also continuously stated that it is very important not to see abusive men as different or 

deviant:   

 

“...Otherwise, the risk is that false assessments are made, which are grounded in the belief 

that men’s violence comes from a difficult childhood, alcohol problems, mental disorders, 

cultural differences and so on, and thus the big picture that a gender based explanation gives 

– the question about who is guilty of the violence against women, that violence is a matter of 

gender , is lost.” (Motion 2010/11:Ju319) 

 

When debating migrant women’s situation, equality is not mentioned with the same 

frequency. To end the violence, legislation change is what is suggested. This is seen as taking 

responsibility for the issue. Nothing is said about how the law is practised. Preventive work is 

seen as central to end this. But, when debating preventive work here, it only concerns 

informing the women about their partner’s criminal record or making legislation changes. 

Many motions out that society have the responsibility to support and protect these women. 

The word society is not further specified.  

 

“We believe that society must be better at supporting these women, but above all 

becoming better at preventing the problem. Society has often knowledge and insight about the 

men involved.” (Motion 2010/11:Sf363) 
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7 Analysis 

The aim of the thesis has been to deepen the understanding of the political discourse regarding 

domestic violence against migrant women. To further concretize the aim of the thesis, three 

research questions have been specified. In this chapter the results will be summarized and 

analysed, as well as compared to previous studies to examine what is in accordance and what 

differs. Throughout the chapter all research questions will be addressed and effort made to 

answer them. The last section will discuss the thesis contribution of new knowledge to the 

field. Suggestions to further studies will also be presented. 

7.1 Are they portrayed as different? 

Results from the analysis of documents show how the situation for migrant women exposed to 

domestic violence in many ways are portrayed different from the situation for battered women 

in general. This could be interpreted as when describing the norm and the other. To further 

specify the differences following chart, inspired by Civis (2012) model, could be useful.  

 

Model 3.   The differentiation of women’s situation  

Men’s violence against women Men’s violence against migrant women 

Structural problem  Individual problem  

Hinder violence by involving all parts   Hinder violence by changing legislation and warning  

of society in preventive actions the woman 

Citizens   Temporary residents  

The woman wants love                   The woman might want to exploit the welfare system 

Violence because of gender inequality Violence because of cultural differences 

Give the perpetrator treatment Hinder the perpetrator from repeating his deed 

Zero-tolerance against violence Minor violence is condoned 

 

Stereotypical characteristics that are connected to the migrant woman found in the research 

material are: poor, weak, victim, culturally different and lacking in resources. Viewing 

women and their situations different might increase the risk of migrant woman becoming “the 
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others”. There are not really any characteristics connected to Swedish women. This could 

confirm how they are included in, or representing, the norm. As several previous studies have 

shown (Civis, 2012; de los Reyes & Mulinari, 2005) binary and fixed categorizations are an 

important part in the exercise of power. Portraying “Swedish women” and migrant women as 

opposite categories, with different needs and interests, are an expression of a discursive form 

of exercising power. By doing so inhibiting the possibility that these women have complex 

identities or common problems, desires or dreams (de los Reyes & Mulinari, 2005). Looking 

at the example above, migrant women are clearly categorized as a certain group of women. 

The characteristics connected to the others are given lower value than the norm resulting in 

them, as a social group, getting less privilege in the political sphere (Civis, 2012). This might 

be a part of the explanation to why migrant women are treated different. For example when 

the state condone a certain degree of violence before regarding them as fulfilling the criteria 

to obtain permanent residence according to The Alien Act 2005:716, chap.5, 16§. 

 

Except for the legal consequences it can also be discussed what happens to those who do not 

fit in to the expectations of the group. The evaluations made by Roks (2009; 2010) are often 

the only material referred to when describing these women’s situations and needs. Is it a 

correct image to the reality? Except for ignoring the diversity within the group, this one-sided 

view could cement prejudice in society. A consequence that could lead to expectations that all 

migrant women are victims and unable to act as active participants in society. An image often 

referred to in media and debates (Haandrikman & Webster, 2012) 

7.2 Are there any conflicts of interest? 

There are several conflicts of interests regarding the issue of migrant women being exposed to 

violence. One of them being how the woman’s right to help stands in conflict with the risk of 

the migration right being abused. It is clear that at least one political party use this issue to put 

forward their interests in stricter migration rules. Just as Carson and Burns (2006) study show, 

xenophobic parties might not have a direct influence on the politics, but can contribute to a 

radicalization of the discourse concerning migration politics. It seems as the fear of the 

migration right being abused is sometimes regarded as more important than the women’s 

rights. 
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This can be understood as how previous studies describe the discourse viewing immigrants as 

a threat and problem to the Swedish society (Tesfahuney, 1998; Integrationsverket, 2002). By 

doing so avoiding criticizing the established system. Politics can thereby continue to 

implement policies without propose institutional or structural change (Integrationsverket, 

2002). Enabling Sweden to at least partly keep up their image of an equal country. 

 

There is also a clear, but complex, conflict when debating whether men's abusive history 

should hinder them from bringing their partners to Sweden. The woman’s right to protection 

against abuse stands against the man’s right to integrity. To further deepen the conflict 

regarding this issue, it is also debated whether the information should be given to the women 

and thus offer her the choice if she still wants to move to Sweden or not. Another solution is if 

the state, in this case the migration board, should reject the application without informing any 

parties. 

 

By claiming to have knowledge about what is best for the woman the state legitimizes their 

exercise of power over them. Politicians admit that women might prefer the risk of being 

abused in Sweden if the situation in their home countries is bad enough. Nevertheless, they 

maintain that it is better to refuse them a residence permit. In whose interest? To maintain an 

image of Sweden as an equal country? To ignore the fact that we are living in a global 

unequal world? Even if state regulation is said to be done in the interest of the oppressed that 

might not be the case. This should not be interpret as if we do not believe politicians might 

have an honest will to improve the situation for women but sometimes other interest might be 

playing a part. Saying that one cares about women’s rights does not necessarily mean that one 

does, just as Ahmed (2004) claim that being white showing solidarity with the black not 

automatically imply actually giving up any privileges. Another aspect that might be relevant 

is the above mentioned image of migrant women, as passive weak victims. This could lead to 

them being seen as unable to make their own decisions. 

 

In comparison Eduards (2004) arguing of how US warfare against the Talibans partly was 

legitimized by them claiming it was in the interest of the women. One way to view the 

Swedish rejections of applications is to see how it is legitimized by doing so in her interest 

claiming to have the knowledge on what is best for her. This would also be in accordance 

with Foucault’s theory of the discourse, seeing it as important for understanding how the state 

legitimaze their regulation by having the authority of what is considered as the truth 
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(Foucault, 2009). A last conflict identified in the material was the one between whether 

relationship should be seen as private or not. Wendt’s (2009) study on how politicians argue 

that laws and regulations should not apply in our most private spheres can confirm the 

argumentation about love as the limit to what is political and what is not. However contrary to 

Wendt's arguments the results show that an estimated risk of violence seems to be reason 

enough for interfering in relationships when the woman is a migrant. Although this is not the 

same when domestic violence is debated when referring to relationships in motions 

concerning men's violence against women in general. One way to interpret this is how 

regulation is mainly an issue when it comes to migrants.   

 

There are several example of how the conflict between men and women stands in the way for 

seeing power imbalances within the group (De los Reyes & Mulinari, 2007). There might be a 

conflict between men and women, in terms of the actual violence. But, the conflict is present 

among Swedish women as well, something that is not mentioned. Using the term “men’s 

violence against women” gives light to the gender inequality in society. This includes migrant 

women, since they are women, however when the focus of the conflict is on the inequality 

between men and women the power imbalances within the group of women becomes 

invisible. This can further be confirmed by De los Reyes and Mulinari (2007) stating that a 

woman from a minority group is affected by several power structures both being a woman and 

by being part of a minority group. At the same time ignored within both, the debate on gender 

inequality focusing on “white women” and the debate on discrimination due to ethnicity 

focusing on men (McCall, 2005). 

7.3 Including, excluding or both? 

The politics debated in the documents do not give a simple answer to whether migrant women 

being exposed to domestic violence are included or excluded from the Swedish welfare 

system. Contrary depending on many factors they are sometimes both. This shows the 

importance of an intersectional perspective. For example a dual form of discrimination would 

simply say that this group is discriminated and excluded due to being a women and immigrant 

in a statically defined system. It would not be able to see how the same group may have both 

advantages and disadvantages of their position depending on the context. (Laurel Weldon, 

2008) 
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The debate concerning migrant women being exposed to domestic violence can be seen in the 

light of both mechanisms. Migrant women are included in the political debate since their 

situation is debated. However, they are excluded from it at the same time, when their situation 

is described as different, in motions of their own. Thus, just as Khosravi (2010) describes how 

undocumented immigrants are not excluded but excepted, migrant women can also be seen as 

excepted in the discourse concerning men’s violence against women and not fully included.  

 

To some extent migrant women have an advantage being viewed as victims and protected by 

law when abused. Even though the law do not make a difference considering the sex of the 

victim one could ask if the case would be the same for migrant men exposed to domestic 

violence for example. At the same time they have disadvantages compared to Swedish 

citizens exposed to domestic violence when for example seeking protection at women 

shelters. Migrant women are a part of the welfare system as long as they live with a man. As 

soon as they leave their partners, they do not any longer have access to it, which is confirmed 

by several previous studies (Roks, 2009/2010; Jemteborn & Schlytter, 2005; Crenshaw, 1991) 

 

Keeping up the image of a 'good society' might open up for a dialogue across and within 

majority and minority cultures. Giving light to the problems that migrant women are exposed 

to might lead to Sweden opening up for the possibility of including these women in the 

political debate (Hellgren & Hobson, 2008). However the low number of politicians with 

minority backgrounds could give an indication that even fewer have a background as migrant 

women being exposed to domestic violence. This could be one of the reasons for why migrant 

women exposed to violence still are not fully included in the Swedish welfare system. Since 

the presence of individuals speaking up on behalf of their group is an important part of 

advocating for minority groups interest (Tahvilzadeh, 2011).  

7.4 Conclusions and contributions 

To summarize the analysis this thesis have shown how the portraying of migrant women as 

different in the political discourse plays an important role in creating conflicts of interest and 

to some extent exclude them from the welfare system. Women’s right seem to apply only to 

certain women under certain circumstances. As earlier mentioned an important aim of this 

thesis has also been to fill the gap of previous studies on how gender inequality can be a part 

of a relationship between migrant women and ethnic Swedes.  
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As Foucault (2009) states, it is of importance to view who is controlling the discourse. 

Through an intersectional analysis of the contemporary political discourse, this thesis 

contributes to a deepened understanding of how politics that aim to help people sometimes 

create the opposite effect. When politicians aren’t aware of their power and power structures, 

what is done is simply to reconstruct them. There are not many studies of politicians working 

on this issue. In a democratic society, people give parts of their power to politicians. To 

critically review their work is necessary.  

 

This thesis has answered the research questions and deepened the understanding of the current 

political discourse concerning migrant women exposed to violence within the two year 

probation time. An intersectional perspective was necessary for understanding the complexity 

of the situation of migrant women, taking into account how different power relations interact 

and construct the contemporary discourse.  

7.4.1 Further research 

Several new and interesting angles on the issue have been found when writing this thesis. One 

of them being how motions made statements concerning the abusive men and who they are: 

the deviant. It was also very clear that when talking about men’s violence against women in 

general, men needed treatment and preventive work had to be done to stop men from abusing 

women in the future. In the motions concerning migrant women, not much was said about the 

perpetrator other than that he abused his power superiority. A study with the focus on 

masculinity would give an interesting perspective to this issue. Viewing the political discourse 

regarding migrant men exposed to domestic violence, or the absence of it, would also be 

interesting.  

 

Children's rights are central to the Swedish welfare state. Making the situation for those 

children who migrate to Sweden together with their mothers of great interest. Their 

perspective is important to take into consideration when legislations are made. Interviewing 

those who are now adults would be a possible further study within the field.  

 

It might also be underlined how the intention of this thesis has been to be able to replicate the 

study applied on other issues. For example, migrant women in the labour market, the school 

system or other political discourses. 
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