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ABSTRACT 

The constant change of the political, economic, cultural and environmental landscapes of global societies predetermined the 

upgrowth of the media, the journalistic writings and the blogging practices as a new way of “citizen journalism”. Political blogs 

are a quite new media phenomenon that gained popularity in the past few years in Bulgaria. Hence, there are limited theoretical 

case studies.  The lagging performance of Bulgaria in the last Reporters Without Borders Report 2011 together with the explicit 

recommendations of the Organization of Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) after the Presidential and Municipal 

Elections 2011 in terms of media policy, ownership and news coverage bring the question of limited freedom of speech and the 

emergence of the blogs as an alternative platform for expression into discussion. Two methods are used in this thesis: structured 

interviews with two different additional questions and Critical Discourse Analysis. The empirical material was gathered from 

interviews with 8 of the most influential bloggers in Bulgaria (5 of whom work as journalists) and through an analysis of the texts 

of their blog entries (2 articles per bloggers or 18 articles in total). The aim is to underline the possible limitations in the practice 

of freedom of speech in Bulgaria from the bloggers’ perspective and to show only major patterns of the social environment and the 

current discourse in Bulgaria. Among the main findings of this study are thаt the lack of clarity in the media ownership and the 

failure of the media to defend the public interest are alarming for the level of democracy. Moreover, the media dependence on 

power and lobbying circles, as well as the blurred boundary between politics and the media results in the media self-censhorship 

and thus are threatening for the democratic foundation in Bulgaria and the freedom of speech which is at its basis. This study 

confirms the thriving of the blogosphere as an alternative media platform. This paper aims to provide insights and policy 

recommendations for international media experts. 

 

Key words: Bulgaria; freedom of speech; blogosphere; media upgrowth; civil society; Bulgarian 

Elections 2011; citizen journalism; democratic foundation 
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1. INTRODUCTION 
This chapter aims to present a general overview of the topic, the aim of this study and the research gap 

which requires further investigation. In addition, the main studies, done on the topic will be presented.  

1.1. Research topic 

The question of freedom of speech in post-totalitarian countries has always been a very sensitive issue. 

During its period of democratization, Bulgaria experienced a significant upgrowth of its media sector. 

Although, the country is nowadays a full European Union (EU) and North Atlantic Treaty Organization 

(NATO) member-state, it is still among the lagging performers in terms of freedom of speech. While the 

Freedom House's index of press freedom, described Bulgaria as ‘partly free’, the Reporters Without Borders 

Index 2011 ranks Bulgaria on 80th position in the world along with developing countries and countries in 

transition, such as Serbia, Chilie1. The possible limitations on freedom of speech should be traced back into 

the peculiar media environment at the onset of democratization, which formulated a new of the legislative 

process. The new legislation reorganized the ownership of the Bulgarian media and created new pressures 

over journalists as well as a form of  dependence between the mainstream media and the political parties 

during elections (when the Election Code itself makes political parties pay for media coverage during the 

political campaigns).  

It might be argued that Bulgaria still has an inherited practice of self-censorship and self-control from the 

totalitarian times. Before and now, there have always been people with critical approach towards the state. 

For instance, the work of the Bulgarian dissident and BBC journalist Georgi Markov, who mercilessly 

criticized the communist leader Todor Zhivkov in his ‘Distant reports about Bulgaria’ (1978). Nowadays, 

the bloggers also have a tendency to criticize the government and try to balance between the news and the 

‘truth’, as the citizen-journalism theoretical relationship postulates. The lack of clarity in the media 

ownership, the lobbying and the existing oligarchic circles are discussed by the media scholars Raycheva, 

2008; Balabanova, 2007; Popova, 2004; Kutseva 2012). According to them the connections with large-scale 

business, the economic interests, and the direct/indirect political influence create preconditions for media 

self-censorship. Particular topics, related to the lack of transparency of media ownership are among the 

findings of the 2011 Media Sustainability Index Report (Media Sustainability Index 2011, p. 31).  The 

constraints on freedom of speech in Bulgaria became even more apparent during the last Presidential 

Elections in 2011.  In its report on the elections, OSCE is encouraging the Bulgarian government to revise 

the legal media framework and to ensure transparency that counteracts the concentration in media ownership 

OSCE, 2011, p. 26-27). 

                                                 
1 Freedom House, 2011. Bulgaria. Freedom of Press 2011.[online] Available at: http://www.freedomhouse.org/report/freedom-

press/2011/bulgaria [Accessed 16 April 2012]. 

http://www.freedomhouse.org/report/freedom-press/2011/bulgaria
http://www.freedomhouse.org/report/freedom-press/2011/bulgaria
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The media scholar Kirova (2012, p.78) claims that the topics of the Presidential Elections and their poor 

organization were among the most discussed issues on the Bulgarian blogosphere in 2011. It might be 

argued that the civil engagement of the bloggers and their activity tend to contribute for the thriving of  

blogging as a quite new phenomenon and a vital alternative platform of expression. Hence, this current 

master thesis will try to investigate whether and how the freedom of speech is limited in its practice, the 

preconditions for this  and the main events, which threaten the democratic foundation in the country from 

the bloggers’ perspective. 

1.2. Research Gap  

Political blogs are a relatively new media phenomenon, which gained popularity only in the past few years 

in Bulgaria. In contrast to the political science scholar Antoinette Pole, who refers to ‘political blogs’ in the 

broader context of blogging in which politicians are using blogs during their campaigns, I will use this term 

as a reference to the blogs where people with different occupations are blogging and reporting on a variety 

of topics in economic, social and political contexts. 

Experts from the Foundation Media Democracy (FMD) and the Bulgarian Office of the German foundation 

The Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung have been working on projects in the field of media pluralism and new 

media in Bulgaria, presenting a variety of articles and analyses with this regard.  Media scholars from the 

University of Sofia also wrote articles on the blogosphere in Bulgaria. Recently, panelists (journalists, 

bloggers, law and media experts), who took part in Media Sustainability Index 2011, came to the conclusion 

that ‘there are blunders, too, in actually enforcing the law, as well as a lack of strong public sentiment 

against attempts to suppress free speech’ (Media Sustainability Index 2011, p. 33). Moreover, findings, 

drawn from several research projects on the topic show there is a high demand for civil forms of media to 

reflect social reactions to social problems in Bulgaria. Yet, this area, especially the political blogs, interviews 

with bloggers, (including those who work as journalists), and analyses of the language of their blog entries 

have not been deeply investigated, particularly with regards to the past Presidential and Municipal Elections 

2011 in Bulgaria. Hence, further research on the topic is needed. 

My methodological approach will be based on two particular methods: structured interviews with two 

additional different questions and critical discourse analysis (CDA). By conducting interviews with authors 

of actual political blogs in Bulgaria, with journalists, who maintain blogs separately from their media 

occupation, I aim to deduce insights about the preconditions the bloggers list as curtailing freedom of speech 

in Bulgaria.  By focusing not only on the opinions, but on the reasons behind them, I believe I can provide 

more insights about the current media situation in Bulgaria. Moreover, the aim of this study could be 

justified by the results from CDA. 
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The goal of this research is to bring, the main factors bloggers list in terms of the limitation of the practice of 

the freedom of speech in Bulgaria into the awareness of international media experts. At the same time, my 

intention is to highlight the existence of a strong civil society in the country, how it acts and reacts in order 

to challenge the status quo. The main findings from the Bulgarian bloggers’ perspective along with 

recommendations and critiques from international media experts, institutions and organizations, might mark 

some guidelines and requirements for further actions.   

1.3. Aim and research questions  

The aim of this research is to investigate several political blogs (in terms of texts and relevant topics) by 

conducting interviews with the bloggers in their capacity of authors of the discussed articles. In broader 

terms, the aim of this study is to show that there is freedom of speech in Bulgaria, in the sense that people 

can express themselves freely. The freedom of speech in the media, however, is limited due to economic and 

political connections and the created forms of dependency. Velislava Popova stresses that the relations 

between politics, large-scale business and media are controversial, which creates preconditions for influence 

and pressure over media (Popova, 2004, p. 114). These large scale relationships in the field of politics and 

business lead to self-censorship of the media itself. Matthias Barner, the head of the Konrad-Adenauer-

Stiftung Media Programme South East Europe based in Sofia, highlights in his analysis that in Bulgaria, as 

in many countries in South-Eastern Europe, many journalists are ’afraid to lose their jobs and so there tends 

to be widespread self-censorship amongst journalists, either because of harassment or because they lack a 

sense of professional identity’ (Barner, 2011, p. 65).   

As a result, the citizens started searching for other opinions on the blogosphere as an alternative platform of 

expression and trustworthy information. The current project will investigate 8 most frequently visited blogs, 

whose articles have been shared in other platforms and social networks and whose their authors have been 

awarded (See Appendix 2) for their active, critical and pluralistic point of view, presented in their texts. 

Therefore, the future conclusions are mainly related to the current study and represent the perspective of 

some of the bloggers.   

Research questions  

1. How has the practice of freedom of speech in Bulgaria been challenged by the bloggers during 

Elections 2011? 

2.  How have the democratic foundations in Bulgaria been discussed by the bloggers in their articles?  

3. Which are the main themes related to the limitation of the practice of the freedom of speech the 

bloggers address in their interviews? 
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2. BACKGROUND  

The purpose of this chapter is to provide background information in order to get a better understanding 

of the topic. In the beginning, a general information about Bulgaria, its power branches distribution, its 

political situation, media system and major media actors. A short overview in terms of the pressure over 

journalists and the last OSCE report on the election will be discussed in the end. 

The possible limitations of freedom of speech in Bulgaria need to be addressed in the context of the 

processes that took place in the country after 1989. Despite the establishment of democratic principles and 

officially independent media, freedom of expression remains a sensitive matter in post-totalitarian societies 

as it the following analysis will reveal. 

On November, 10th, 1989, Europe changed. The fall of the Berlin wall became a symbol of hope and а new 

beginning throughout Europe for millions of citizens and triggered many social, economic, political and 

legal changes. Today Bulgaria is a modern full-member state of the European Union (EU) and the North 

Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) and has been enjoying its democracy for more than 22 years. 

Economic, political and social changes through the years marked its peace and smooth transitional period. 

As the English scholar in European Politics Paul G. Lewis (2007, p.381)  observes, on the one hand, the 

Balkan countries, including Bulgaria, took a slower pace on the way to democracy, but on the other hand, 

their populations were well-educated and politically informed. What is important for this paper is that the 

young people described by Lewis are among the 30-50 year old citizens today some of whom are the 

journalists and bloggers who participated in this study. 

British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) designed 2005 as the ‘year of the digital citizen’ (Lovnik, 2008, p. 

IX), whereas TIME magazine defined 2011 as the 'year of the protesting citizen' due to the upraising in the 

North-African countries in March 2011. During these 6 years, the world and the media have changed 

significantly, experiencing a profound development in terms of democracy, technological progress, civil 

engagement, new media, and blogging. The newly emerged concepts of ‘digital democracy’ and ‘citizen 

journalism’ might to some extend define the progress of the civil societies in the last years. These changes 

could be more easily traced in the Bulgarian society, where the citizens reached a high level of discontent 

because of the political, economic and social circumstances in the country.   

2.1. General information about Bulgaria  

Bulgaria is a parliamentary republic, where the separation of executive, legislative and juridical powers is 

the heart of democracy. The Constitution of the Republic of Bulgaria is the main supreme law. The President 

of Bulgaria is the head of the state, ‘who embodies the unity of the nation and represents the Republic of 

Bulgaria in its international relations’. The executive power is vested in the - Council of Ministers (the 
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government, elected within a period of 4 years)2; the legislative power rests with the National Parliament, 

whereas the juridical powers embodied into the functions of the Supreme Judicial Council (SJC), which is 

(supposedly) independent from political interference (CAIEMR report, p. 5).  The Parliament is constituted 

by 240 Members of Parliament and represents different political parties. After the last Parliamentary 

Elections in 2009, the distribution of seats among of the political parties is as follows:  

• Parliamentary Group of Political Party Citizens for European Development of Bulgaria (GERB) - 

116 Members of Parliament 

• Parliamentary Group of Coalition for Bulgaria - 40 Members of Parliament 

• Parliamentary Group of Movement for Rights and Freedoms (MRF) - 35 Members of Parliament 

• Independent Members of Parliament- 24 Members of Parliament 

• Parliamentary Group of The Blue Coalition -  

UDF, DSB, The United Agrarians, BSDP, RDP - 14 Members of Parliament 

• Parliamentary Group of Ataka Party - 10 Members of Parliament3 

There are 264 municipalities in the country, where during the Municipality Elections, the so called Local 

Parliaments have been formed.  

2.2. Political situation in Bulgaria 

During the transitional period after 1989, Bulgarian politics passed through a significant amount of 

experiments. At the beginning of 1990s, the governments changed quite often. Political parties from the 

whole political spectrum  from left  and centrist   to right wing - went  into power: one-party governments of  

the Bulgarian Socialist Party (BSP) ,the Union of Democratic Forces (UDF), and the National Movement 

Simeon II (NDSV)4 led by Simeon Saxe-Coburg-Gotha (the former king of Bulgaria, whose monarchy was 

overthrown by the a referendum won by the Communist Party in 1946), followed by the Coalition 

Government of BSP, National Movement for Stability and Prosperity (NMSS) and Movement for Rights and 

Freedoms(MRF) until the current GERB Government.  

After a coup, which brought democracy into the country in 1989, Bulgaria experienced a follow-up coup in 

1997 when the National Parliament was put under severe attacks from millions of citizens gathered on the 

squares to demand for new elections. Their discontent was triggered by a tough economic and social 

situation in Bulgaria, heightened by a grain crisis during the government of the Bulgarian Socialist Party 

 
2  Republic of Bulgaria.Council of Ministers, 2005. Form of Government, 2005. [online]  
 Available at: <http://www.government.bg/cgi-bin/e-cms/vis/vis.pl?s=001&p=0159&n=000004&g=> [Accessed 16 April 

2012]. 
3  National Assembly of the Republic of Bulgaria. 41st National Assembly, 2012.[online] Available at: 

<http://www.parliament.bg/en/ns> [Accessed 16 April 2012]. 
4   NDSV was renamed as National Movement for Stability and Prosperity. 

http://www.government.bg/cgi-bin/e-cms/vis/vis.pl?s=001&p=0159&n=000004&g=
http://www.parliament.bg/en/ns
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(BSP). This civil political act shows that there is a civil society in the country.  

In the last twenty-two years, the democratic environment has gradually been established. The Bulgarian TV 

media scholar Raycheva points out that 'the transitional period witnessed four presidential elections (in 

1992, 1996, 2001, and 2006), six parliamentary elections (in 1990, 1991, 1994, 1997, 2001, and 2005), five 

local elections (in 1991, 1995, 1999, 2003, and 2007), one EU parliamentary election (2007) and the 

appointment of ten governments' (Raycheva, 2008, p.70). In addition, another EU Parliamentary election 

took place in Bulgaria in 2009, Parliamentary Elections (2009) and Municipal and Presidential Elections in 

2011.  

2.2.1 Presidential5 and Municipal Elections 20116 

The election turnout from the first round of the 2011 Presidential Elections by the end of the election day by 

21 p.m. was 51.83%, whereas at a municipal level by the same time it was 48.53 %. The indicators during 

the Run-off by 20 p.m. were as follows: 54.2% (Presidential Elections) and 48.04% (Municipal Elections). 7 

The municipal elections were held in 27 major provinces, in 264 municipalities in the country, where the 

major political parties were: GERB, BSP, MRF and Ataka. What is typical for the Bulgarian political 

landscape is that in other cities such as Varna, Burgas, Plovdiv and smaller towns some domestic coalitions 

were created in order to nominate and support some of the candidates.  In this context, an interesting 

outcome from these elections was the high concentration of power in GERB. The newly elected President, 

the biggest Parliamentary Group at the Council of Ministers and the mayors of the 5 biggest cities such as 

Sofia, Plovdiv, Varna, Burgas and Ruse have been elected by the GERB lists. This exceptional accumulation 

of power in one political party raises questions about the representativeness of democracy in Bulgaria.  

The candidate from the ruling party GERB, who ran for president and was elected after a run-off is Rossen 

Plevneliev, a former Minister of Regional Development and Public Works (2009-2011)8. His major 

opponent from BSP was Ivailo Kalfin, who used to be a Member of the European Parliament in the Group of 

the Progressive Alliance of Socialists and Democrats and a former Deputy Prime Minister and a Minister of 

Foreign Affairs (2005-2009).9 Meglena Kuneva, who was ranked third, is a former Minister of European 

Affairs (2002-2006) and the first Bulgarian EU Commissar holding the portfolio of Consumer Protection 

 
5  For more information, check out Appendix 3, table 2 
6� ��The Information is based on the sections, Participants, Activity, Results, First Round, Runoff, section: Presidential and the 

indicators on the official website of the Bulgarian CEC,2011. Available at: <http://www.cik.bg/> [Accessed 16 May  2012]. 
7   Central Election Commision, 2011. Voters activity throughout the country by the end of the election day (Избирателна 

активност за страната към края на изборния ден), 2011.[online] Available at: 
<http://results.cik.bg/tur2/aktivnost/index.html> [Accessed 16 May 2012]. 

8 President of Republic of Bulgaria, 2011. Biography (Биография). [online] Available at: <http://president.bg/p_bio.php>  
[Accessed 16 May 2012]. 
9  Ivailo Kalfin, 2009. Biography. [online] Available at:< http://www.kalfin.eu/news/bio/1>  [Accessed 16 May 2012]. 

http://www.cik.bg/
http://results.cik.bg/tur2/aktivnost/index.html
http://president.bg/p_bio.php
http://www.kalfin.eu/news/bio/1
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(2007-2009)10. The civil formation Bulgaria to the citizens, which supported her campaign during the 

elections, was announced to transform into a political party in the foreseeable future.11 

2.3. The Bulgarian media system 

A characteristic feature of the Bulgarian media landscape throughout the transitional period was the strong 

concentration of power that borders with monopolization of the radio and the TV advertising. This economic 

mechanism constrains the free development of the media market and subjects it to political and corporate 

interests (Raycheva & Leandros, 2011, p. 6). As a totalitarian country, prior to 1989, ‘the Bulgarian mass 

media system was centralized, state-owned and subordinated to the priorities of the party-state system’ 

(Raycheva, 2011, p. 72).  One of the greatest achievements of the so called “transitional period” was the 

adoption of the New Bulgarian Constitution, which guarantees freedom of expression to all citizens. “Article 

40 (1) specifically defended the freedom of mass media: 'The press and the other mass information media 

shall be free and shall not be subjected to censorship' (Bulgarian Constitution, 1991; Raycheva, 2008, p. 

72). The establishment of an independent press was a thoroughly new phenomenon in the national media 

landscape. Although the history of the Bulgarian transition has given us the lesson that independence does 

not immediately lead to the emergence of good media (Spassov, 2011, 177), it could be argued that Bulgaria 

has still retained some traditions from the past in terms of self-control and censorship. The chairman of 

CEM (Council of Electronic Media) Georgi Lozanov writes that transparency is an obligatory precondition 

for limited concentration of media ownership, but as long as the Bulgarian market is 'small and poor', no one 

can argue for free, and unlimited acquisition of broadcasting media, newspapers, distribution companies, 

multiplexes, distribution companies, and so on that protects freedom of speech. (Lozanov, 2011, p.15) 

2.3.1. Major Media actors in Bulgaria  

If we draw a parallel with regards to the number of newspapers on the Bulgarian market, the statistics, 

provided by the National Statistical Institute (NSI) within a 5-years period, shows the following data (See 

Appendix 3, table 1). 12  

The German media concern Westdeutsche Allgemeine Zeitung (WAZ) entered the Bulgarian market in 1996, 

bought the newspapers Trud (Work) and 24 chasa (24 hours) and contributed to the market normalization 

and the level of professionalism of journalism after the first years of the transition. WAZ dailies established 

a hybrid model of daily press, which combines both serious and entertaining content (Spassov, 2011, p. 175). 

 
10  Meglena Kuneva, 2011. Biography. [online] Available at:< http://meglenakuneva.bg/биографии/биография-на-меглена-

кунева/>  [Accessed 16 May 2012]. 
11  Bulgarian to the citizens, 2012. Meglena Kuneva: ‘Bulgaria to the citizens will be the political party of the 21st century ( 

Меглена Кунева: България на гражданите ще е партия на 21 век), 2012. [online] Available at:< 
http://grajdani.bg/?p=1370 >  [Accessed 16May 2012]. 

12  National Statistical Institute. Issued newspapers- Data (Издадени вестници по периодичност – Данни), 2011. [online] 
Available at <http://www.nsi.bg/otrasal.php?otr=24&a1=584&a2=597#cont>  [Accessed 16 May 2012]. 

http://meglenakuneva.bg/%D0%B1%D0%B8%D0%BE%D0%B3%D1%80%D0%B0%D1%84%D0%B8%D0%B8/%D0%B1%D0%B8%D0%BE%D0%B3%D1%80%D0%B0%D1%84%D0%B8%D1%8F-%D0%BD%D0%B0-%D0%BC%D0%B5%D0%B3%D0%BB%D0%B5%D0%BD%D0%B0-%D0%BA%D1%83%D0%BD%D0%B5%D0%B2%D0%B0/
http://meglenakuneva.bg/%D0%B1%D0%B8%D0%BE%D0%B3%D1%80%D0%B0%D1%84%D0%B8%D0%B8/%D0%B1%D0%B8%D0%BE%D0%B3%D1%80%D0%B0%D1%84%D0%B8%D1%8F-%D0%BD%D0%B0-%D0%BC%D0%B5%D0%B3%D0%BB%D0%B5%D0%BD%D0%B0-%D0%BA%D1%83%D0%BD%D0%B5%D0%B2%D0%B0/
http://www.nsi.bg/otrasal.php?otr=24&a1=584&a2=597#cont
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In 2010, WAZ Group withdrew from the Bulgarian media market and thus, in April 2011 ‘two local 

businessmen Ognyan Donev, chairman and majority owner of Sopharma (the biggest Bulgarian generic 

drug maker) and Lyubomir Pavlov, former chairman of the Sofia-based Municipal Bank, acquired 83 per 

cent of the holding (now renamed Media Group Bulgaria) in what has been called a ‘corporate mini-coup' 

(Štětka, 2011, p.7).  In his article Democracy in Bulgaria, the former U.S. Ambassador in Bulgaria, James 

Pardew, highlights the changing ownership in the Bulgarian media and points it out as one of the main 

concerns with regards to the development of democracy and freedom of speech in the country. 13 His article 

was published straight after the 2011 Elections which brings the question why his statement appeared at that 

time and what his main message was.    

Some Bulgarian newspapers 

Dnevnik and Capital are owned by Economedia, which is believed to be the biggest group for business 

media in Bulgaria. Capital was first issued in 1996, whereas Dnevnik appeared in 2001 with its main focus 

on the economic and business news (Tabakova, 2010). In 2005 Capital became part of the German 

Verlagsguppe Handelsblatt GmbH, which owned 50 % of it and the other half - by AII Data Processing. 

Since 2007 Economedia became a completely Bulgarian company with a 100% participation of AII (owners 

of AII are Ivo Prokopiev och Filip Harmandzhiev) (Ivanova, 2011: 12).  

Sega (Now) is considered to be left-oriented, established at the end of 1990. Duma (Word) newspaper 

changed its name in 1990 and it is the inheritor of Rabotnichesko Delo, which during the totalitarian times 

was the biggest newspaper and a party-organ of the Bulgarian Communist Party.  Standart entered the 

market in 1992 as a part of Standart News EAD. New Bulgarian Media Group established on the media 

market in 2007. Since 2009, it owns the dailies Monitor and Telegraph, the weekly Politika and Meridian 

match (a sport newspaper), the regional newspaper Borba and the evening issue Zasada, as well as the TV 

channel Balkan Bulgarian TV (BBT).  Rumors connect the group to the political party the Movement for 

Rights and Freedoms (the party established after the changes of 1989 as a party of the Turkish ethnic 

minority). Among the magazines, TEMA magazine is distinguished for its professionalism and a variety of 

social and political topics (Tabakova 2010; Ivanova, 2011, p.12-13). Most of the newspapers have free 

online versions, with the exception of Telegraph. In some issues such as Capital, the full online content, 

however, is paid.  

Vessela Tabakova, a Bulgarian scholar, whose research interests are in media coverage of politics and ethical 

standards in journalism, claims that it is common for  Bulgarian newspapers   not to raise enough advertising 

revenues to cover their costs. According to her, the newspapers are 'either completely owned by business 

 
13  The Sofia Echo. Democracy in Bulgaria by James Pardew. November, 11th 2011. [online] Available at 

<http://sofiaecho.com/2011 /11/11/1201852_democracy-in-bulgaria> [Accessed 16May 2012]. 

http://sofiaecho.com/2011/11/11/1201852_democracy-in-bulgaria
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circles, related to political parties, or easily influenced by political forces and business circles' (Tabakova, 

2010).  

Radio  

The radio broadcasting as a state monopoly dates since 1935. After 1989 the situation has thoroughly 

changed and a lot of private radio outlets came into existence. There are four major foreign companies in the 

Bulgarian radio market: the Irish Communicorp Group, Scandinavian Broadcasting Systems (SBS),  

Broadcasting Group (Scandinavian Broadcasting System) became in 2007 a part of ProSiebenSat.1 Media 

AG), US Emmis Communications, and News Corporation Group (owned by Rupert Murdoch). In 2009, the 

owner of the Focus information agency, a web based company, became the fifth big player by receiving a 

frequency license in Sofia along with ten more radio outlets throughout the country. The four international 

companies own over 20 radio stations broadcasting in the capital of Sofia. Bulgaria has two radio stations 

with national coverage- the private Darik Radio and the Bulgarian national Radio (BNR) (Tabakova, 2010; 

Ivanova, 2011: 14-15) 

Televison (TV) 

There are four TV channels in Bulgaria, which have a national coverage: Kanal 1, bTV, Nova TV and 

PRO.BG (Ivanova, 2011: 15).  The Bulgarian National Television (BNT) was established in 1959. Until 

1998, it operated with two channels – Kanal 1 and Efir 2, whereas the second one is no longer broadcasted. 

BNT follows the law for Radio and Television since 1998. TV is financed by the state as well as by incomes 

of advertising (Tabakova, 2010). In 2000, the first private TV in Bulgaria- bTV, was established.  Its first 

owner was the Balkan News Corporation, a part of Rupert Murdoch News Corporation. It was sold in 2010 

to the Central European Media Enterprises (CME), which operates in European countries such as Germany, 

Czech Republic, Slovenia (Ivanova, 2011, p.16). Nova TV established in 1994, currently owned by the 

Swedish media company Modern Times Group (MTG), was bought from the Greek group Antenna 

(Tabakova, 2010).  

Information News Agencies  

The Bulgarian Telegraph Agency (BTA) is a State agency, established in 1898.  Its operation is regulated by 

a Statute adopted by the 36th National Assembly in 1994. Along with BTA the other actor on this market is 

the private, web based information agency FOCUS with owner Krassimir Uzunov, which operates since 

2000 and reports 24/7, owns 25 own radio stations throughout the country 14 (Tabakova, 2010). Despite that 

the seemingly thriving media and the high number of competitive media actors in small Bulgaria with a 

 
14   Focus Information agency, 2000. Link with us. [online] Available at: <http://focus-news.net/?id=o3>, [Accessed 16 May 

2012]. 

http://focus-news.net/?id=o3
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population  of 7 563 71015 citizens is significant, the Bulgarian scholar with focus research in international 

politics, media and communication at the University of Liverpool, Ekaterina Balabanova, argues that 

nothing has changed in the country. She outlines a few arguments: firstly, because the most influential 

contemporary media such as the television, which influences at greatest the public opinion, is still state-

owned; secondly, the licensing of electronic media has not finished yet; and thirdly because 'the real 

expression of individual viewpoints in the media is highly hypothetical because of the existence of economic 

pressure from the state, the lack of a well-developed advertising market and the presence of direct or indirect 

party influence' (Balabanova, 2007, p.60).  

2.3.2. Legislation framework of the media in Bulgaria  

According to the postulates of media pluralism, once diversity, laws frameworks and regulations along with 

democratic principles, are established, as it happened in Bulgaria, the media is supposed to act 

independently. On one hand, a significant step towards a workable system of self-regulation of the Bulgarian 

media was taken with the establishment of the National Council for Journalistic Ethics (signed in July 2005); 

and the subsequent adoption of the Code of Ethics of the Bulgarian Media (signed in November 2005). 

(Krasteva, 2008 in the MDCEE Country Report – Bulgaria, 2011, p.14). 

The lack of clarity about the ownership of various media actors, however, obscures how dependent the 

various media sources are on the political and business interests, which has a severe impact on the media 

policies and independence. The development of mass media in Bulgaria is threefold: legal, economic and 

social. The market is regulated and harmonized with the mass-media policies within the EU; the mass-media 

market has developed competitive local, regional and national levels; and the distribution of opposing 

opinions via citizen journalism, which to some extent have been marginalized by the mainstream media 

(Raycheva, 2008, p. 78, 86-87). 

According to the Radio and Television Act, the Council for Electronic Media (CEM; www.cem.bg), is the 

single regulatory authority, which issues programme licenses for both commercial and public broadcasting 

media. The system of appointment of its members is entirely political and is divided between the National 

Assembly (the Parliament) and the President. Until 2010 there were nine members of CEM, five elected by 

the National Assembly and four appointed by the president; however the last amendment to the Act lowered 

the number to five (three elected by parliament and two appointed by the president) (Štětka, 2011, p.14).  

2.4. Pressure over journalists  

During the last years in Bulgaria, there are several records of physical attacks on journalists (Štětka, 2011, p. 

 
15   The Sofia Echo. Bulgaria’s population shrinkage slows – official, 2010. [online] Available at: 

<http://sofiaecho.com/2010/03/24/878097_bulgarias-population-shrinkage-slows-official> [Accessed 16 May 2012]. 

http://sofiaecho.com/2010/03/24/878097_bulgarias-population-shrinkage-slows-official
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16). For example, Ognyan Stefanov, the editor of the Frog News website, ‘faced a brutal assault by masked 

men with hammers on September 22, 2008, leaving him with serious injuries; the attack was related to his 

publication on  classified document, containing information about corruption among other things that had 

leaked from governmental offices' (RWB 2009 in Štětka, 2011, p. 16).  

The panelists (journalists, scholars, CEM expert, lawyer, managers in media) in the Media Sustainability 

Index 2011 project agree that the lack of punishment for the crimes over journalists affect the media 

professionals. For instance, Chavdar Stephanov, a TV+ journalist, highlighted a case, occurred with the 

Bulgarian National Radio (BNR) local correspondent in the town of Stara Zagora. The journalist was sued 

'for libel by the Former Minister of Social Affairs,[and] she has been tied up in lawsuits for several years 

now'. She has not received any support from the editorial board and her employer the state-owned BNR does 

not stand by her and does not provide her with any legal assistance. Moreover, the blogger and journalist Ivo 

Indzhev16 points out that ‘there is an outrageous lack of journalistic solidarity in Bulgaria. It’s a deliberate, 

conscious refusal to support fellow journalists' (Media Sustainability Index 2011: 33-34).  

Reporters Without Borders (RWB) expressed its deep concern about the higher level of deterioration of 

media freedom in Bulgaria. During the 2011 Presidential and Municipal elections, The TV host Sasho 

Dikov’s car was bombed on the night of October, 13th 2011. Although there were no victims, the emergence 

of violence against journalists brought attention to the limits of freedom of speech and the high level of 

perils/dangers in the Bulgarian society. Reporters Without Borders strongly condemned the bombing and 

appealed for taking measures and revealing the perpetrators. 17 One of the most disturbing facts during the 

last elections was that the Minister of Interior and Vice Prime Minister, Tsvetan Tsvetanov, went on a sick 

leave from his main, administrative and institutional occupation and became a Campaign Manager of GERB 

political headquarter during the Elections. This raises even more suspicions with regards to the possible 

pressure over journalists and citizens from the powerful machinery within the Ministry of Interior. 

a. The OSCE critical report on the Bulgarian Elections 2011 

Among the OSCE recommendations regarding the media in its final report on the 2011 Elections is that 'the 

legal framework for the media should guarantee editorial freedom to cover the campaign, in particular on 

the public broadcasters'. Moreover, it should include an obligation in accordance with the international 

practices about a fair, balanced and impartial coverage of news and current affairs programs on all electronic 

media (OSCE, 2011, p. 25). In terms of the particular recommendations to the media, OSCE encourages the 

Bulgarian government to revise the legal framework, including 'free airtime provisions on public 

 
16  Here he is quoted as a panelist in the Media Index project, not as an interviewee in the current study, A.D. 
17  Reporters without Borders. Car bomb and hate campaign mark disturbing evolution in climate for media, 21 October 2011. 

[online] Available at: < http://en.rsf.org/bulgaria-car-bomb-and-hate-campaign-mark-21-10-2011,41267.html> [Accessed 20 
March 2012]. 

http://en.rsf.org/bulgaria-car-bomb-and-hate-campaign-mark-21-10-2011,41267.html
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broadcasters for contestants running in an election'. Furthermore, a public register of broadcast media is 

suggested in order to disclose potential political and business forms of influence, to assure transparency and 

undue concentration in media ownership (OSCE, 2011, p. 26-27).  In addition, OSCE stressed on the sheer 

opinion among  journalists and the media experts that de facto the journalism has been absent from the 

broadcasters during the campaigns, since the journalists have been obliged to produce and cover paid 

formats for the candidates. The situation was the same in the newspapers, which were paid to cover 

candidates’ campaigns (OSCE, 2011, p. 16).  

3. THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK AND LITERATURE REVIEW 

The aim of this chapter is to design the main concepts and present research projects in the field.  Theory, 

related to democracy, civil society, public sphere, citizen journalism, blogging, self-censorship will be 

provided. Furthermore, critical discussion on main concepts is included along with the discussion on the 

choice of theories. 

     The low ranking of Bulgaria in Reporters Without Borders (RWB) 2011 worldwide press freedom index, the 

strong recommendation of OSCE observers make the country still among the lagging performers in EU with 

regards to the freedom of speech. Moreover, the media scholar Velislava Popova stresses that the relations 

between politics, large-scale business and media are controversial, which creates preconditions for influence 

and pressure over media (Popova, 2004, p. 114). 

     The level of the Freedom of Speech and the media coverage during the Elections 2011 is the focus on the 

report, issued by the Foundation Media Democracy in cooperation with Media Program South East Europe 

Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung. A significant amount of professors and PhD fellows from the University of 

Sofia has presented their studies related to the media and the political situation in Bulgaria, discussing the 

criticism form the international organizations with regards to the elections and the media and how and 

whether the blogosphere in Bulgaria has had an impact on the media coverage.  In his discussing report the 

chairman of CEC Georgi Lozanov argues that the freedom of speech in the Bulgarian media is more likely a 

choice of individual media rather than a question of regulation (Lozanov, 2012, p. 9). The media researcher 

and director of Foundation Media Democracy (FMD) Orlin  Spassov discusses that  Bulgarian journalism as 

a professional occupation is put under strong pressure from both political and economic dependences. 

According to him very few journalists work freely and most of them are careful in taking any stand and 

criticizing the status quo. Most frequently the media debate comes after the political decision has been taken 

and thus the Bulgarian journalists could not shape or influence the public opinion, but simply follow the 

political events (Spassov, 2012, p. 31-32). Moreover, the media researcher Gergana Kutseva at FMD argues 

that the lack of transparency regarding media ownership and its political biases affects the pluralism of 

opinions, the quality of journalism, and the access to publicity.  The media coverage during the elections 



[BLOGGING THE BULGARIAN ELECTIONS 2011] Adelina Dankova 
 

Page | 13  
 

was hollow and superficial and the analytical items were presented in significantly low percentage. The 

items related to ‘votebuying’ and voting irregularities became the focus of a large critical discussion. In 

addition, the paid coverage of the election campaign was overlapping without any clear evidences as such. 

By and large, the articulated media content had a negative impact on the quality of information offered to 

voters (Kutseva, 2012, p. 49-51). Her colleague Nikoleta Daskalova (2012, p. 59) underlines that a 

significant step towards more transparent media in Bulgaria is rooted in the critical feedback, received by 

international organizations and experts.  

Major concepts  

Given the fact that the broader idea behind the current research deals with the possible limitations of the 

freedom of speech in Bulgaria, a deeper understanding in terms of the key concepts such as blogging, 

democracy, public sphere, civil society, citizen journalism, self-censorship, is needed. 

3.1. Democracy and Freedom of Speech  

The German sociologist and philosopher Jürgen Habermas, due to his constant, intensive scientific work in 

the field of public sphere, dared to give a short description the democracy:  

Democracy does not only contribute to conflict resolution and the realisation of common goals; it also 

enlightens, develops and educates its citizens. Political participation affects the character of the citizens 

and is a way of reaching mutual understanding on the common good. Therefore, democracy cannot be 

understood solely as a decision-making arrangement, though which citizens elect and dismiss their 

leaders. (Eriksen & Weigård, 2003, p.111)   

By taking into consideration that learning is an active and goal oriented process, we might assume that we 

define knowledge as our ability to analyze and therefore to foresee and predict events in an accurate way 

(Lupia and Mccubbins, 2007, p. 89, 90). 

This ability encompasses people's innate right to vote, to struggle for democracy and to establish it. Hence, 

democracy can never be taken for granted (Strömbäck, 2005, p. 334). Among the main responsibilities of the 

media as representative of the Fourth State are to require and to search for the solutions for the well-being of 

the citizens. When its role is put into question, the foundations of democracy in any country are threatened.  

Democracy and media are intertwining notions and thus the latter requires democracy as it is the only form 

of government that respects freedom of speech, expression and information and the independence of the 

media from the state (Strömbäck, 2005, p. 332). In general the Freedom of Expression are entrenched in two 

main documents: in the article 10 of the European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR) and article 19 of 
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UN's International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR). 18  

Jesper Strömbäck, professor in Journalism, Media and Communication Studies with focus on the political 

communication from Mid-Sweden University discusses four models of democracy, according to which 

journalism could and should perform and be evaluated: procedural democracy, competitive democracy, 

participatory democracy and deliberative democracy. The first concept embraces the respect towards the 

democratic procedures and entitles the citizens to act if they are unsatisfied, whereas the essential for the 

competitive democracy is the elections where the main actors compete. In this model the political elites act, 

whereas the citizens react and are knowledgeable. This is relevant for the model of the participatory 

democracy when the key component is the civil engagement, when people engage in public life and different 

type of political actions. All and all, the model of deliberative democracy stresses the act for inclusive 

discussions, civil mobilization, engagement and participation. All four models foster political actions and 

civil engagement with more or less participatory element. Thus, no democracy could be characterized as 

'pure'. The intersections of the different models depend on which element is leading: the respect, the 

elections, the participation, the inclusive public discussion and/or the engagement. Strömbäck argues that the 

news should frame politics in a way, which is also open for citizen participation, not only for the already 

engaged players. According to him the deliberative model of democracy is impossible if there is lack of 

active participation of media. (Strömbäck, 2005, p. 334-337, 340-341). Thus, Bulgaria after the last 

elections, which witnessed a significant civil engagement via blogs, might be placed between the models of 

competitive and participatory democracy, where the political actors compete and the citizens react and 

engage. Looking from the different perspective of the models, the media might frame different content, so as 

to meet or fail, to meet the requirements of some/each of them. As it was mentioned above, Bulgaria tends to 

have a strong civil society. Strömbäck (2005, p.336) argues that the stronger civil society is, the more 

democracy thrives.  

3.2. Civil society  

In general, citizens and civil activism play a key role in democratization processes. Hence, 'democracy can 

only be built from within each society...civil society and democracy are ways of managing conflicts and 

dealing with grievances' (Kaldor and Darcy de Oliveira, 2007, p.219). In a liberal perspective, the linkage 

between civil society and democracy is encompassed in its function to act as a countervailing power, or 

watchdog. In this particular task the civil society explicitly has more democracy-building role (Boussard in 

Elgström and Hyden, 2002, p. 160). In its role, the civil society protects local communities, tends to limit 

extremist ideologies and to deal with a form of political violence. It provides voice to different social groups 

 
18 Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights. International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, 
1976. [online] Available at:< http://www2.ohchr.org/english/law/ccpr.htm>  [Accessed 15April 2012]. 

http://www2.ohchr.org/english/law/ccpr.htm
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and causes to express and promote their ideas and credos by enhancing a culture of tolerance and pluralism. 

Thus, it ensures the existence of public spaces, where opposing, conflicting, diverging needs, demands, 

opinions could be negotiated without restoring to violence (Kaldor and Darcy de Oliveira 2007: p. 217, 

218). All discussions are held in the public sphere. From that perspective, the blogoshpere is a deliberately 

active place, which assures tribute to the citizens to express, share and discuss opposing opinions, to 

communicate their messages with no fear, prejudice or any form of violations. It is vital for the 

contemporary society to study and investigate the patterns behind the perpetual change. Because, nowadays, 

society has its historical needs to create events, to which activists might refer later 

3.3. Public sphere  

Initially, the distinction between the public and private finds its traces in Ancient Greece, as polis and oikos 

(Habermas ST, p.3). Jürgen Habermas describes the public sphere as a 'realm of social life within which 

something approaching public opinion can be formed' (Habermas PS, p.49) in Edgar, 2005, p.31). 'The polis 

is the public realm, where citizens who are free of the constraints of material necessity entered into 

discussion of internal affairs, which is to say the administration of law, alongside the external affairs of 

waging war' (Habermas ST, p.52 in Edgar, 2005: 31-32). According to Habermas, the essence of the modern 

public sphere is the rational debate. He depicts the public sphere as 'a critical institution, which gives 

citizens an opportunity to assemble in order to hold the power holders accountable for their actions' 

(Eriksen & Weigård, 2003, p. 179, 180). 

Jürgen Habermas claims that 'the public sphere comes into existence when citizens communicate, either face 

to face or through letters, journals and newspapers and other mass media, in order to express their opinions 

about matters of general interest, and to subject these opinions to rational discussion' (Habermas ST: 27 in 

Edgar, 2005, p. 31). In modern societies, the right not to participate is one of the components of the public 

sphere. The blogosphere is part of the public sphere, thus by allowing and encouraging debates within the 

civil society. This is an open space, where people might participate or not and this depends on their 

personal/collective will and desire, on the political, social and economic factors. The major here is people's 

ability and right to agree or disagree, to share openly pros and cons on issues, to express and discuss. 

Habermas considers that 'conflicts and disagreements are not only caused by a clash of interests and the 

widespread use of strategic action in differentiated capitalist societies, they are also caused by profound 

ethical conflicts, and in modern societies these have surfaced because individuals have acquired the right to 

disagree' (Eriksen & Weigård, 2003, p.178). The latter constitutes the freedom of communication, which 

makes possible the public use of reason. (Eriksen & Weigård, 2003, p.186)  

The strong relationship and dependence between the personal opinion and the freedom of speech 

predetermines the formation of the collective opinion, which on its part is the responsibility of the opinion 
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leaders. If we assume that a blog, or a blog article is quite frequently visited and read, therefore, the impact 

on the opinion-formation, which the bloggers might have on, is highly considerable. The democratic process 

depends to a great extent on the correct function of the public sphere, where the civil society participants 

encourage the public opinion-formation, share public discussions and most importantly possess the freedom 

of ideas in order its innate right of freedom of speech to be articulated. (Drake, 2010, p.131). 

A critical approach on Habermas’s public sphere’s theories, especially on his bourgeois theory, is presented 

by the American theorist, social scientist and philosopher Nancy Fraser. According to her the critical theory 

of the public sphere needs to be rethought and reformulated in a transnational frame. Fraser states that the 

normative legitimacy and the political efficacy of the public opinion are part of this rethinking process. In 

the past from the perspective of the Wesphalian frame the question was who was eligible to participate, 

whereas now she considers that the questions how needs to be raised up also. She develops her reflections 

upon the public sphere theory, according to which the public opinion is considered efficacious when it is 

mobilized by a political force to hold the public power and to reflect the consider will of the civil society.  

Fraser puts here the question with regards to the translation and the capacity, how they develop and interact, 

because the Westphalian state no longer embedded its functions, which needs revision (Fraser, 2008, p.78, 

93- 94, 96-97). 

The point is that, in stratified societies, subaltern counterpublics have a dual character.  On the one 

hand, they function as spaces of withdrawal and regroupment; on the other hand, they also function as 

bases and training grounds for agitational activities directed toward wider publics’. (Fraser, 1990, p. 68) 

In overall, Fraser argues that the ideal of participatory parity is better achieved when there is multiplicity of 

publics instead of functioning a single one. The latter is relevant both for 'stratified societies and for 

egalitarian, multi-cultural societies, albeit for different reasons'. Her point is more applicable in the case to 

the 'subaltern counterpublics, formed under conditargueions of dominance and subordination'. Moreover, in 

the contrast case, she considers the possibility of combining social equality, cultural diversity, and 

participatory democracy. By and large, Fraser opposes the counterpublics in its contestatory relationship to 

the dominant publics. As a result, she calls weak publics these ones, which are consisted in opinion-

formation, but does not encompass decision-making, whereas she names strong publics -these ones, which 

combine and embrace both opinion-formation and decision-making, for example the sovereign parliaments. 

(Fraser, 1990, p. 70, 75)   

 3.4. Citizen journalism  

There are a few concepts in journalism, which are explicitly close to each other and in a way intertwining 

and overlapping. Public journalism, civic journalism, citizen journalism, community journalism differ from 

each other in the key role, which journalists or citizens who perform as journalists have and the way they 
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communicate and report issues in public. For the needs of the current study, the concept of the citizen 

journalism tends to be relevant and applicable. Citizen journalism, sometimes also called participatory 

journalism, involves citizens using the Internet to play an active role in the process of collecting, reporting, 

analyzing and disseminating news and information (Romano, 2010, p. 19-20).  'Public journalism sought to 

make journalists and citizens partners in driving the news agenda; citizen journalism does this in a direct 

fashion' (Rosenberry& Burton, 2010, p. 4-5). 

Examples for  citizen journalism are comments, postings in blogs, discussion groups, YouTube, chat rooms 

and social networks like Facebook and Twitter, along with these ones on websites of  mainstream media, 

which provide the audience with the opportunity to comment, exchange information and participate in 

discussions (Romano, 2010, p.  200- 21). The roots of the civic and the citizen journalism go back in the late 

1980s, whereas the scholars cite the catalyst of ongoing public journalism theory with the US Presidential 

campaign in 1988 (Rosenberry& Burton, 2010, p. 9).  

Although the truth might be very subjective and philosophically difficult to be defined, the citizen journalists 

believe that they can try to balance between the news and the truth. The key element for the citizen 

journalism is the interaction and its benefits to the news. Theorists argue that according to the fragmentation, 

empowered by its origin and technology, the citizen journalists are deprived of gatekeeping.  Participants in 

different online blog platforms or other form of discussion create their own ‘community standards’ of 

gatekeeping, whose impact as a concept is not that visible, but becomes a prominent element of the forum. 

(Rosenberry & Burton 33, 41, 51) Angela Romano, professor in journalism at Queensland University of 

Technology, argues that some of the criticism with regards to the citizen journalism is related to the 

journalists’ standards of objectivity and accuracy. ‘However, deliberative journalism does not require an 

absolute abandonment of the concept of objectivity. Instead, it requires a reflection on how high standards of 

objectivity might be balanced with fairness and ethical considerations’ (Romano, 2010, p. 231). 

 3.5. Blogs 

The word blog was first coined by Peter Merholz. In his own blog: peterme.com he decided to break the 

word weblog into two words “we blog”. By doing this, he, in practice, created the verb “to blog”, in the 

meaning we use it today (Brown, 2009, p.26). The political science researcher Antoinette Pole (2010:16) 

describes two blogging unfolding effects: the focus of influence and who is influential and second, from an 

institutional perspective, bloggers often monitor the mainstream media, political process and organizations.   

Usually, blog articles have a title, a date and most of the times allow comments, which could be considered 

as instantaneous feedback in terms of content. One of the most important features of the blog, which 

distinguishes/makes it different from any other forms of published and written texts, is the absence of an 
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editor or a publisher to select, who moderates or adapts the content (Brown, 2009, p. 27, 31). Moreover, in a 

way the blogs represent a stronger sense of collective voice as well, which is rooted in their ability and 

possibility to shape and reshape the nature of content (Sundar, Edwards, Hu, Stavrositu, 2007, p. 84). In 

addition, the blogging software is based on What You See Is What You Get (WYSIWYG) principles, which 

make participants and readers capable of to using and manipulating the content with no specific technical 

skills or knowledge of programming language (Pole, 2010, p.13).  

3.5.1. Blogger engagement, the blogger profile and reliance on blogs 

Undoubtedly, Internet has a strong impact on your life. The engagement is from a vital importance for 

blogging. Therefore, the blogging might be described as a form of a participatory journalism, which in a way 

tends to differentiate itself from the mainstream journalism. On the one hand, there are many bloggers who 

are journalists and as bloggers they simply operate in different environment (Brown, 2009, p. 28) And on the 

other hand, one of the most high-profile bloggers are in fact political journalists and most of the scholars’ 

attention has focused on the impact of this new venue on civic participation and the future of democracy 

(Sundar, Edwards, Hu, Stavrositu, 2007, p.83).   

One of the biggest challenges for the blogs is the fact that they are not professionally gatekept in the way 

traditional media does (Sundar, Edwards, Hu, Stavrositu, 2007, p.83). The same criticism is directed towards 

the citizen journalism, where the role of the bloggers and the citizen journalists is explicitly intertwined.  A 

survey, conducted in the United States of America (USA) shows that first of all the respondents rely on blogs 

for 'access to a broader spectrum of news than is available through traditional media outlets'. Some address 

the blogs articles, because they ‘distrust and have disdain for traditional media’ and are ‘sick of the mindless 

tripe’. And others 'loather the left bias of traditional media'.... To a greater extent, perhaps, the major reason 

why the readers rely on blogs is rooted in its need to support and validate their opinions, to fascinate when 

making up their mind on the important issues (Kaye, 2007, p. 138). The study shows also that users perceive 

that the information in the blogs could not be found elsewhere. The bloggers keep the story going, they 

present biased-up opinions, go further beyond the mainstream media scope, provide links to other sources, 

commentaries and in-depth analysis, communicate the information unfiltered and uncensored by the 

traditional media gatekeepers (Kaye, 2007, p.141). By and large, the bloggers are good communicators with 

a strong potential to influence, which is derived from their 'credibility (i.e., expertise on a subject, or 

perception of being trustworthy, unbiased and independent) or their social attractiveness (famous, well-

regarded individual)' (Kaid and Postelnicu, 2007, p.152). Opposing opinions might be found in numerous 

research projects in USA on blogging, where the critics argue that ‘the free and open nature of blogs for 

information distribution has a darker side as questions of responsibility, and credibility surface daily. The 

absence of gatekeeping authority, combined with lack of formal journalistic education, can lead to postings 
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of inaccurate content (Flanagin & Metzger, 2000 in Kaid and Postelnicu, 2007, p.150).  

 3.5.2. Blogging the political   

According to Pole (2010), the political blogs are more likely referring to the understanding that these blogs 

are maintained by politicians and political headquarters during campaigns rather than by ordinary citizens, 

which are writing and discussing on variety of topics. For the need of this research, I would rather prefer to 

allocate the term political blog to a web place -website, where a person is sharing its personal opinion on 

topics, related to the politics with political, economic, social nuances. Hence, I would use the term political 

blog for the blogs I am intending to investigate in the current research.  Moreover, blogging the issues such 

as social, economic, civil, they altogether are related to politics. 'Writing about politics, provides bloggers 

with an opportunity to shape the terms of political debate, which previously occurred through newspapers, 

policy works, scholars, and political elites' (Pole, 2010, p. 129). Hence, blogging the political could not only 

mean that the blogs are maintained by politicians and political parties.  

Pole (2010: 2) argues that although the blogosphere is represented mainly by white males, its potential to 

empower other citizens is noteworthy. She considers that the political blogs are one of the many innovations 

nowadays, which are transforming the idea of Internet, its usage, purposes, political participation and strong 

impact on the civic societies and its engagement. 'Some scholars content that political blogging might lead 

to greater polarization, while others assert that blogging is inherently democratic' (Pole, 2010, p. 127). 

According to her the political blogs function as media watchdogs. It is claimed that one of the most powerful 

functions, which the blogs and the bloggers expand through is that they organize easily 'marches, rallies, 

and protests from their computers with great success' (Pole, 2010, p. 12, 16).  

 3.5.3. The blogosphere in Bulgaria  

The associated professor in rhetoric at the University of Sofia Ivanka Mavrodieva and the researcher at the 

Foundation Media Democracy Marina Kirova tried to make an overall picture regarding the Bulgarian 

blogosphere. Mavrodieva cites Alexander Krustev, who quotes in his article ‘The genesis of the blogs and 

their benefit for the Bulgarian politicians’ Orlin Spassov, who claims that the first blog in Bulgaria was 

published online by George Varzonovtsev in February 2001 (Spassov 2008; Mavrodieva, 2011). 

Varzonovtsev himself states in his blog that it started back in 1999. In a publication entitled “How many 

blogs do exist in the world” from July 17, 2010 the author of http://dzver.com/ announced that the amount of 

blogs in Bulgaria is around 3,30019  (Stefanov, 2010; Mavrodieva, 2011). The online social media is another, 

new field of information, communication and self- expression. (Kirova, 2011: 98). 

                                                 
19  Topbloglog, 2012. [online] Available at: < http://topbloglog.com/idx.php> [Accessed 16 May 2012]. 

http://dzver.com/
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Some blogospheres, which have identified themselves as such are Blogosfera.Dnevnik.bg, a section of 

Dnevnik Newspaper, which collects and ranks by the editors of the media active and interesting Bulgarian 

blogs. Another similar platform is the so called Megaphone by Capital Newspaper: 

http://megafon.capital.bg/. Ivanka Mavrodieva states that the journalist Ivo Indzhev is among the most active 

bloggers along with Vesselina Sedlarka and Ivo Berov (Mavrodieva, 2011).  They take a participation in the 

current study.  

There is still an ongoing discussion in Bulgaria whether the blogs are new media or they are part of a larger 

notion about media. The media law expert Nelly Ognyanova supports the thesis that the blogs are a form of 

new media. But Georgi Lozanov supports the argument that 'the internet as a whole could be called a new 

medium, of which blogs are a part. Blogs are, rather, a new type of journalism where interactivity combines 

the two roles, that of the journalist who creates the message and that of the audience' (Lozanov in Kirova, 

2011: 95). 20 

Regardless of the fact that the Bulgarian politicians were no longer active in their blogs or in the 

blogosphere as a whole, they tried to impact the public through influencing the bloggers rather than doing 

this themselves through their own blogs. In the follow up report, issued by FMD in 2012, Milena Kirova 

exhibits that in 2011 the bloggers tended to increase their influence on the public. Some of the most 

influential bloggers have been invited by Bulgarian television channels, radio stations and print media to 

comment on various social, political, economic topics. According to her, the Bulgarian bloggers have 

become more active in searching for information, presenting various alternatives and offering content with 

analysis which is less covered by the mainstream media. A significant example of the increasing blogger 

engagement is that two bloggers from the website project PolitiKat.net have organized a debate between two 

candidates for mayor of Sofia. (Kirova, 2012, p. 77-78). One of them is Ivan Stambolov, whose blog is 

claimed to be among the most influential ones and whose articles and an interview with him will find room 

in the current thesis.  

3.6. Self-censorship 

The question about self-censorship in the media is discussed broadly when it comes to countries like China 

and Russia. Both the scholar in Russian studies and mass media Greg Simons and his colleague Dmitry 

Strovsky with research focus on journalism history describe the self-censorship in the media as 'a result of 

the threat of state intervention'. According to them this is neither new, nor explicitly a Russian problem. In 

their common article they quote Elliott, Murdock, Schlesinger (1983), who claimed that the constant threat 

                                                 
20Capital, 2010. Тhe blogs are a new type of journalism in internet as media. (Блоговете са нов тип журналистика в медиата 
интернет), 2010. [online] Available at: <http://www.capital.bg/interaktiv/debati/7_medii_li_sa_blogovete/ 
933618_georgi_lozanov_predsedatel_na_suveta_za_elektronni/> [Accessed 16April 2012]. 

http://megafon.capital.bg/
http://www.capital.bg/interaktiv/debati/7_medii_li_sa_blogovete/%20933618_georgi_lozanov_predsedatel_na_suveta_za_elektronni/
http://www.capital.bg/interaktiv/debati/7_medii_li_sa_blogovete/%20933618_georgi_lozanov_predsedatel_na_suveta_za_elektronni/
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of the state intervention had been created within BBC resulting in an internal form of self-censorship, which 

lackеd further critical coverage and perspectives on Northern Ireland (Elliott, Murdock, Schlesinger (1983) 

in Simons and Strovsky, 2006, p.192). 

The German political scientist Elizabeth Noelle-Neumann is the author of the theoretical model Spiral of 

Silence (SOS), where she claims that the fear of isolation is the leading force in creation of this notion. 

According to her, notions such as freedom, sincerity, and individualism are our innate reflections in the ways 

we express our values. When people around us do not behave the way we expect, the possibility of rejection 

increases significantly (Neumann, 1993, p. 6, 41-42). Neumann discusses and appreciates the contribution of 

the American journalist and political analyst Walter Lippmann to the twentieth-century writers on public 

opinion, indicating his realism stemming from the fact that Lippmann has been a journalist himself. The 

latter has made a distinction between people’s perceptions from first hand and those, obtained through the 

media, for example. However, at the same time, Neumann is criticizing Lippman because the latter has 

mentioned nothing about the role of pressure in establishing consensus and people’s fear of isolation and 

fearful observation of their environment (Neumann, 1993, p. 144-145).  Having said that we can assume that 

the SOS theory might be relevant to the theory regarding the self-censorship in the media since by default, 

being humans journalists are experiencing fear naturally.  

One the one hand, if we address the Bulgarian example,  the panelists, who took part in Media Sustainability 

Index 201, are concerned by the suggestions of large scale electronic surveillance. On the other hand, Danail 

Danov, a media expert from Sofia, considers that the media is working more likely in a tabloid style rather 

than in favor of the public interest. He adds that 'the crimes against journalists remain unpunished'. 

According to him 'the self-censorship continues to poison the media environment' (Media Sustainability 

Index 2011, p. 33-37).  

The self-censorship issue has been detected in the 2003 World Press Freedom Review (South East Europe 

Media Organisation (SEEMO), 2003). According to the survey, 'journalists have been forced to sacrifice 

professional values and principles for the sake of 'being on the safe side' (Balabanova, 2007, p.71). SEEMO 

detects similar trends in its last report. 21 On the other hand, the media fellow Milena Kirova (2011, p. 99) 

argues that the blogosphere is seen as a space without censorship and restriction, a space for brain-waved 

people with ideas, active citizens who have the potential to mobilize the civil society and to influence it. She 

underlines that there is a difference between the main topics in the blogosphere and in the mainstream 

media. This is alarming for the creation of trends with possible limitation in the practice of the freedom of 

 
21   Dnevnik. The Bulgarian media comply with its owners, a survey states (Българските медии се съобразяват със 

собствениците си, обяви изследване), 2012. [online] Available at: 
<http://www.dnevnik.bg/bulgaria/2012/04/26/1816068_bulgarskite_medii_se_suobraziavat_sus_sobstvenicite_si/> [Accessed 
22 May 2012]. 

http://www.dnevnik.bg/bulgaria/2012/04/26/1816068_bulgarskite_medii_se_suobraziavat_sus_sobstvenicite_si/%3E%20
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speech. She concludes that the amount of Bulgarians who are seeking for additional source of information in 

blogs is definitely increasing and in a way is equal to the search for information in the broadcast and print 

media (Kirova, 2011, p. 100). 

Speaking of blogosphere and events like elections in Bulgaria, which has been passing through the 

transitional period and which is still dealing with some “ghosts” practices from the totalitarian past, I do 

consider expanding the theoretical framework of the present study as quite relevant. The politics and the 

media are intertwined as well as the democracy and the freedom of speech. None of them could exist solely 

and independently. Moreover, the blogosphere and the bloggers are part of the public sphere; their work is 

recognized through the citizen journalism theory and blogging as a relative new phenomenon. My attempt 

was to discuss and criticize the main theories and to design the theoretical framework of the thesis.  As for 

the concept of self-censorship it is part of the explanation as to why this study has a strong focus on the 

blogs and not on the mainstream media. The public opinion concept is addressed more or less to the entire 

theoretical section and has not been discussed thoroughly as an independent concept due to space 

limitations.  Among the biggest limitations of the theoretical chapter is that the literature, related to 

Bulgarian blogosphere, political and media situation was explicitly discussed by Bulgarian scholars. I tried 

to keep the balance in this chapter by pointing out studies on blogs from the USA and prominent and 

recognizable scholars as Jürgen Habermas, Nancy Fraser and Antoinette Pole. 

4. MATERIAL AND METHODS 

The chapter provides information in terms of the design of the study along with theoretical outline of the 

used methods: structured interviews and CDA. A short justification of the method choice follows at the 

end.  

4.1. Design of the study  

Given the fact of the historical review of the mass media upgrowth in Bulgaria, I have chosen the period 

between October, 1st 2011 and November, 18th 2011, which encompasses social and political events, 

triggered by the civil discontent and have been commemorated by the history. The bullying, which was 

detected in some towns in Bulgaria during the last Elections 2011, has motivated me to search for the 

grounds of the possible limitations in the media practice. The hollow media coverage on the elections, all the 

aforementioned alarming reports was a base for me to pay my attention on the blogosphere and its 

alternative function as a platform for expression. The current study is focused explicitly on the blogger's 

perspective. For the purposes of the study I am looking upon 8 blogs, analyzing 18 articles and conducting 9 

interviews with bloggers via e-mail.  
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The reasons why the period is a bit longer than one month are as follows:  

1. On the 13th October 2011, Sasho Dikov's car exploded. Dikov is a popular journalist and puts the 

current Bulgarian center-right government, led by GERB, to a merciless criticism. The vehicle was 

damaged, but no injuries were detected. 

2. The Presidential and Municipal Elections held altogether on 23th 2011, and the following runoff for 

President and for some mayors in some towns held on 30th 2011. Some of the actions of the 

Government, such as that the Minister of Interior was appointed as a Campaign Manager of  GERB 

Election Headquarter  and any other actions, which intimidate the democracy foundations in the 

country, will be discussing in the current master thesis. 

3. An anniversary is taking place each year on 10th November - historical fact marking the time slot 

since Bulgaria has enjoyed its democracy for the first time after the WW II. (The key historical date 

is 10th November 1989). 

The aforementioned period is quite fruitful of social, political and historical events, which trigger the social 

discontent and engaged the active civil society and international experts and diplomats. The blog articles in 

the investigated blogs are strongly connected to some or to all of the listed reasons above.  

The blogs, focus on the current study, follows in a table.  
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Number of Articles Investigated Articles 1 

October 2011 
1 - 18th 

November 

Blog / Title Author 

Year of 
starting 
the blog 

Average 
daily 
visits Total

Related 
to the 
topic Total 

Related 
to the 
topic 

Article 1 / 
Name, date, 
number of 
comments 

Article 2 / Name, 
date, number of 

comments Comments 

http://alexsimov.-
blogspot.com  

The Alchemical 
Laboratory of 

Alexander Simov 

Alexander 
Simov 2006 600 2 24 12 13 4 

A dictatorship 
that wants to be 
loved, October 

27th, 2011, (1120 
visits) 

A Mythology of the 
Interior Affairs 3, 

November 8th 2012 
(750 visits)   

http://sulla.bg     
Uploaded posts 

for deleting is the 
name 

Ivan 
Stambolov 2006 1500 4 8 8 2 2 

I am coming 
from another 
world, it is not 

your fault, 
October 25th, 
2011 (3772 

visits) 

The old shoes of 
the new thinking, 
November 15th, 

2011 (2444 visits) 

According to Ivan Stambolov, this statistics is 
related to the unique visits on the blog, but articles 
are published in his other blog sulla.log.bg, and in 
Darik News website. These two particular blog 
articles have been published in Pari (Money) 
Newspaper. He considers that, if we multiply 5 
times the data related to amount of readers, we 
might receive a more correct statistics.  

http://komitata.-
blogspot.com   

White bytes for 
black days 

Konstantin 
Pavlov 

(Komitata) 
and 

Stoycho 2006 -  20 13 8 3 

The Helpless 
Bulgarian 

Journalism, 
October 28th, 

2011 (535 visits) 

Twenty two Times 
the 10th 5, 

November 11th, 
2011 (231 visits) 

According to Konstantin Pavlov, the statistics do 
not include the visits through readers on other sites, 
which make him conclude that the actual visit on 
the two articles is three times more. 6 

1 Not all the articles state amount of visits and comments due to the fact that some of interviewees have stated the amount of comments under their articles; some of the them skipped to 
answer this part; this information was visible in some of the blogs by entering the article; to sum up the numbers are up to date by the week I received the answers of the interviews and 
the statistics has been calculated on the information, the bloggers presented in the interviews!                                                                             
2 The statistics is up-to-date by March, 22nd 2012 
3 The title is an allusion of the MVR (which in Bulgarian it is (Ministry of Interior Affairs – Ministerstvo na Vatreshnite raboti (MVR)) 
4 The statistics is up-to-date by March, 21st  2012                                                                                         
5 November 10th, 1989 – the date when the communist regime in Bulgaria collapsed and the democracy was established in Bulgaria 
6 The statistics is up-to-date by March, 20th  2012 
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Investigated Articles 

Blog / Title Author 

Year of 
starting 
the blog 

Average 
daily 
visits Number of Articles 

Article 1 / Name, 
date, number of 

comments 

Article 2/ Name, 
date, number of 

comments Comments 

http://chara.blog.bg
The Chara's blog 

Svetla 
Vassileva 2007  - 

3 articles during the 
investigated period and all of 

them are connected to the topic 

Elections 2011: 
Three Shocking 
Stories, October 
27th, 2011 (4561 

visits, 85 
comments)  

The elections – a 
mean of usage, 117 

years after Aleko 
Konstantinov, 

November 10th, 2011 
(1922 visits, 72 

comments)  

According to Svetla Vassileva, when she 
publishes a new blog article, it is read 
between 1 500 and 2 000 times during one 
day. She cannot state, which of these entries 
are unique and which are not. 7 

http://ivo.bg        
 Ivo Indzev Ivo Indzev 2008 -  

80 articles, written during the 
period and all are to a greater 

extent connected to the political 
agenda in Bulgaria and to the 

social events, listed in the 
discussed topics 

Atentant 
Motherland, 

October 14th, 2011  

Buying and selling of 
votes of MPs is 

encouraged by the 
law of the jungle, 
October 21th, 2011 

According to Ivo Indzhev, the blog attracted 
more than 8 million visitors to my over 2,200 
articles for less than 4 years with more than 
40,000 comments since the creation of the 
blog. 8 

http://ivoberov.blog.
bg  

Ivo Berov’s blog Ivo Berov 2007  - 

3 articles during the period and 
all of them are related to the 

topic 

Who keeps and who 
devastated our 

villages / plus book 
and song /, October 

12th, 2011  
(6681 visits, 21 

comments )  

The Right has passed 
away, we start from 
the begining again, 
October 31st, 2011 
(5 034 visits, 98 

comments)  

According to Ivo Berov, the blog has been 
read 1 111 157 times. Every blog article has 
been read average by 3000-4000 registered at 
blog.bg users, whereas the unregistered 
readers are three times more. The most 
frequently visited blog article was read 20 079 
times. The comments on the entire blog are 
7879. 9 

7 The statistics is up-to-date by March, 27th  2012                                                                                                                                                                               
8 The  statistics is up-to-date by March, 24th  2012                                                                                                                                                                                    
9 The statistics is up-to-date by March, 25th  2012 
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Investigated Articles  

Blog / Title Author

Year of 
startin
g the 
blog 

Averag
e daily 
visits Number of Articles 

Article 1 / 
Name, date, 
number of 
comments 

Article 2 / 
Name, date, 
number of 
comments Notes 

http://radankane
v.blogspot.com    

Notes of the 
Reformer 

Radan 
Kanev  2006   

7 articles, written during 
the period and all of 

them are related to the 
topic. 

Behind the 
façadeр October 

18th, 2011 

§ 22 after 22 
years or a dog 
shit and the 

future of 
"authentic" 

Right, November 
10th, 2011 

According to Radan Kanev, the entries in his blog decrease through web 
because he stopped writing frequently. The daily visits were around 300 
and decreased to fewer than 200. The investigated articles are read 
through web by a little bit over 1000 people and a few hundred people 
read them later. He is not aware of the RSS entries, which he assumes are 
quite above the aforementioned numbers. 10 

www.reduta.bg  

Lubosla
va 

Rousse
va  2011 1908 11 

6 artices during the 
period and 4 of them, 
related to the topic. 

The kids of 
Tato12, October 

8th, 2011 (79 
comments) 

Theory and 
Practice of the 
self Mugging, 
October 20 th, 

2011 (by the time 
of the published 

article, the 
comments on the 

website were 
prohibited for a 

short while).  

Аccording to Rousseva, reduta.bg has average 1908 daily unique visits, 
prevailing the local ones. In general, the articles on reduta.bg are read and 
reprinted in many independent sites (The Liberty, Liberal Review, 
Kafene.net, Svejo etc.) as well as we have a well-visited page on 
"Facebook". 

www.reduta.bg  

Vesselin
a 

Sedlars
ka 2011 

10 000 
13  

11 articles during the 
period and 7 of them are 

related to the topic.  

The Achilles 
mouth of Boyko 

Borisov has 
opened in 

Prague, October 
7th, 2011 (5 
comments) 

The night is 
pregnant,...in 
vitro 14, 

November 18th, 
2011 (11 
comments) - See Rousseva's notes 

10 The statistics is up-to-date by March, 26th  2012                                                                                                                                                                                     
11 The statistics is up-to-date by March, 22nd 2012                                                                                                                                                                                        
12 Tato is the name, in which the former communist leader Todor Zhivkov was called.                                                                                                                                                  
13 The statistics is up-to-date by March, 22nd 2012                                                                                                                                                                                                   
14 The phrase “The night is pregnant” was said during the Press conferences in the Election night by the leader of the Movement for Rights and Freedom (DPS in Bulgarian) – Ahmed 
Dogan. Its liberal party has always kept the political balance in Bulgaria in the last 22 years  
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The bloggers22 

Five of the interviewed bloggers perform or used to perform as journalists. Alexander Simov is working at 

Duma Newspaper, Luboslava Rousseva and Vesselina Sedlarska are writing and working the quality TEMA 

magazine23, whereas Ivo Berov and Ivo Indzhev are journalists with more than 30 years work experience. 

The ‘blog’ entries of Luboslava Rousseva and Vesselina Sedlarska are published firstly in the mainstream 

media due to the fact that reduta.bg is less likely a typical blog diary rather than a place for independent 

journalism and critical articles, as they described its purpose. The table above shows that the chosen blogs 

and the articles are among the most visited ones, with significant number of comments and shares on other 

media. Ivo Berovs’s and Svetla Vassileva’s blog entries have been ranked among the most read articles in the 

section „Politics” on blog.bg and among the most read in the whole platform blog.bg. Vassileva’s article 

'Elections 2011: Three Shocking Stories and The elections – a mean of usage, 117 years after Aleko 

Konstantinov' has been translated and published at the German issue Wirtschaftsblatt from November, 2nd 

201124.  

Two of the interviewees have been awarded in 2012. Konstantin Pavlov took a prize by Mtel Media Masters, 

(a reward, which aims to distinguish the best journalistic achievements, showing the importance and impact 

of innovation on the economy and society in Bulgaria and around the world) 25for his blog article 'The 

winter of the future', whereas Luboslava Rousseva won in the category ‘the bravest commentary’ with the 

article 'What is this BAM effect and does it have any grounds in our country' in the competition for an 

independent journalism ‘Brave reporters’, organized by Sofia Press and the Center for media development. 

In addition, Radan Kanev was ranked among the most influential bloggers according to the Bulgarian 

edition of Forbes Magazine (2012, p. 49). 

Pavlov’s civil engagement goes further and he started along with his colleagues the project Politikat.net (a 

civil initiative, which aims to reduce the political hypocrisy). Vesselina Sedlarska is, perhaps, the only 

journalist who lives in another city in Bulgaria (the town of Sliven) and writes for the central media. Ivo 

Berov, Alexander Simov, Ivo Indzhev and Svetla Vassileva put in their texts the government to merciless 

criticism. Vassileva publishes in other websites as well, reveals data in terms of the total feudalization of the 

town of Pravets from the local government. Her article became a part of the 'The New Bulgarian Demons', 

written by the German investigative journalist Jürgen Roth. 26 The journalist Ivo Indzhev was a well-known 

 
22  More detailed information about the bloggers is provided in Appendix 2. 
23   For more information with regards to the media profiles, check out the Background chapter. 
24  Bulgarishes Wirtshaftsblatt, 2011. Wahlen 2011: Drei schockierende Geschichten, 2011. [online] Available at: 

http://www.wirtschaftsblatt-bg.com/index.php?m=11324&lang=3 [Accessed  23 May 2012]. 
25  Mtel, 2012. M-Tel Media Masters, 2012. [online] Available at: <http://www.mtel.bg/mtel-media-masters> [Accessed  23 May, 

2012]. 
26  Wikipedia. Svetla Vassileva, 2012. [online] Available at: <http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Svetla_Vassileva> , [Accessed 26 

April,  2012]. 

http://www.wirtschaftsblatt-bg.com/index.php?m=11324&lang=3
http://www.mtel.bg/mtel-media-masters
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Svetla_Vassileva
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TV host on a political show Strike in the center on bTV. The show was quickly taken off the air because of 

asking an awkward question  (weather one of the bosses, who trades with weapons has bought a flat for 

Georgi Parvanov) to Georgi Parvanov, who was running for a second mandate during the Presidential 

Elections in 2006.  

4.2 Methods 

The methods used in the current study are Structured Interviews with 2 additional questions to all the 

respondents and one extra question to the journalists, who are acting as bloggers, and Critical Discourse 

Analysis (CDA). The latter has to do a lot with the scientific work, done by Norman Fairclough and his huge 

amount of studies on the relation between language, power and ideology in a text. As CDA is very broad and 

complicated method, I will focus my analysis only on part of it, which I am discussing below. 

4.2.1. Critical Discourse Analysis  

The discontent voice and/or opinions of the bloggers might be perceived differently, which enlarges the 

possibility for significant number of interpretations. Ergo, specific method is required. Nowadays, it is not 

sufficient only to possess the information; it is more important how this information is used, articulated and 

communicated through the language and which social practices are exerted. Given the latter Norman 

Fairclough's theory of Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) tends to be relevant and useful. CDA as a method 

seeks to fulfill the gap between the linguistic analysis and the social theories in order to explain 'the 

relationship between language and power' (Weiss & Wodak, 2003, p. 11). CDA as a theory combines and 

intersects linguistic and sociologist practices in order to describe current political, economic, social events. 

Fairclough claims that the: 'language is a part of the society; linguistic phenomena are social phenomena of 

a social sort, and social phenomena are (in part) linguistic phenomena' (Fairclough, 1989, p. 23). At the 

same time, using CDA will help me to conduct a deeper analysis on the environment: the social situation, the 

discourse, the texts, the correlation and mutual relation. CDA maps three different sorts of analysis – 

analysis of texts, of discourse practices of text production, distribution and consumption, of social and 

cultural practices, which frame discourse practices and texts (Fairclough, 2005, p. 144).  Fairclough claims 

that 'a primary focus of CDA is on the effect of power relations and inequalities in producing social wrongs, 

and in particular on discursive aspects of power relations and inequalities: on dialectical relations between 

discourse and power, and their effects on other relations within the social process and their elements' 

(Fairclough, 2010, p. 8). In this part, the question about ideologies pops up: 'they cut across the boundaries 

of situation types and institutions, and we need to be able to discuss how they transcend particular codes or 

types of discourse...' (Fairclough, 2010, p. 58). The main basis for CDA is to determine which discourses 

(interpretations, explanations) are ideological and which are dialectically related to other elements in social 

life (Faircloigh, 2010, p.9). By and large, my attempt was to map out how events in relation to the limitation 
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of the practice of freedom of speech in Bulgaria (for instance the Elections 2011) are constructed, what the 

linguistic peculiarities and language of expression are, what the discourse analysis is, how the articles are 

being constructed and what the social and the cultural practice and its implications are. Given the fact that 

the CDA model is large, along with the amount of articles and information, I have decided to limit myself 

and to investigate the first level only – analysis the language, the usage of verbs, tense, nouns, adjectives, 

linguistic peculiarities and language of expression. I am positive that in some parts analysis, related to the 

construction of the article itself, its connotation and implication, the social and cultural will be exhibited, 

however a deeper understanding of the other levels of CDA can hardly be achieved under the circumstances.  

4.2.2. Interviews 

The other method is structured interviews with two additional questions and one more, which have been sent 

to the journalists, who perform as bloggers. Due to the fact that the interviews have been taken via e-mail, 

the follow-up questions are missing. Thus, they cannot meet the requirements for the semi-structured 

interviews, which combine ‘main questions, follow-up questions and probes’ (Rubin& Rubin, 2005, p. 129). 

We, as humans, tend to structure our life and this reflects to a greater extent into the approach we are 

designing our interview. Kvale (1996, p. 129) argues that each interview can be evaluated to the thematically 

and dynamically. The first one is addressing the research theme and the second one the interpersonal 

relationship. Seven stages of the interview are well known: (1) thematizing the project, (2) designing, (3) 

interviewing, (4) transcribing, (5) analyzing, (6) verifying, and (7) reporting (Kvale and Brinkmann, 2009, 

p.19-20) 

The development of the technologies and the fast-spread usage of internet enforced the application of the 

practice of computer- assisted interview, especially for the need of the qualitative research projects. On the 

one hand, the interviews are self-transcribing and ready for analysis instantly. Besides, there are drawbacks 

that both ‘interviewer and interviewee should be relatively skilled at written communication, the mediated 

interaction introduces a possibly unfruitful reflective distance without cues from bodies and spoken 

language, and it can be difficult to generate rich and detailed descriptions’ (Eldholdt, 2006 in Kvale and 

Brinkmann, 2009, p. 149).  

Both scholars in psychology Kvale and Brinkmann (2009: p.27) have been working on research, related to 

developing the interviews as a method. Most of the features for the semi-structured interview might be 

relevant for the structured ones. They require better preparing an interview guide that is focused on a 

specific topic and might include suggested questions. It depends on the interviewer how he will 

predetermine the questions and allow freedom to the respondent, or he will strongly pursue the answers on 

the topic, he is investigating (Kvale, 1996, p. 129). The knowledge of the interviewer on the topic and his 

well preparation will facilitate exploring the answers in depth.  
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The Interviewees and the interviewer  

As Rubin & Rubin claim that the credibility of my findings would be enhanced if I have interviewed 

experts, who reflect a variety of perspectives (Rubin& Rubin, 2005, p.67). Therefore, the interviewees 

should be knowledgeable and experienced people, whose critical approach will make the results more 

convincing. (Rubin& Rubin, 2005, p.64-65). Kvale and Brinkmann (2009, p. 87) point out as well that 

knowledge is of crucial importance for the methods and it is requires both from the Interviewees and the 

interviewer. ‘Conceptual knowledge of the subject matter of an investigation may serve to create order and 

meaning when conducting and analyzing interviews’ (Kvale and Brinkmann, 2009, p. 87). 

All the interviews were conducted via e-mail. For the purposes of the thesis, an interview guide has been 

sent to the interviewees (See Appendix 1). The overall amount of questions was 13, whereas question 8 has 

been included into the questionnaire only to the bloggers who perform as journalists, and questions 11 and 

12 are different to each blogger and are discussing the specific blog article, which is addressed by the current 

study. The journalist and blogger Luboslava Rousseva has combined the answer to two questions (numbers 5 

and 6) into one coherent question. I consider that this does not scrape the coherence of the interview and her 

opinion. I received the answers to my questions within a week, between 20th and 27th March 2012. Only the 

interview with the blogger Alexander Simov was conducted on December, 11th 2011 during a pilot study. 

Some additional questions in the interview guide have been sent to him later in order to prepare a coherent 

and identical material for discussion. His answers were received during the discussed week. The response of 

the bloggers and their engagement in the student project, made me realize that the topic is important and 

they are ready to create further international discussion over this thesis. Moreover, the blogger and journalist 

Alexander Simov contacted me at the end of March 2012 asking for my permission to publish the conducted 

interview with him in his blog. In the beginning of the interview he explains the purposes of the given 

interview and the sensitive topic, and described me as a Bulgarian student, who is studying in Sweden and 

who is brave enough to discuss the topic related to the limitations of the practices of the freedom of 

speech.27 

Two other interviews, with former Member of Parliament (MP) Ilia Petrov and the international Public 

relations (PR) consultant Jim Loftus have been conducted for the purposes of the current study. But due to 

its methodological design, the outcome from them will be used in the discussion part of this research.  

Overall, this material encompasses 9 interviews and 18 articles (2 texts per blogger); each article is between 

3 and 5 pages long in Bulgarian. Hence, the amount of investigated material is significant, and, to this end I 

 
27  Simov, Alexander., 2012. The road of the lonely and unpaid blogger (Пътят на самотния и беден блогър). 

Alexsimov.blogspot.com Blog, [blog] 23 March. Available at: <http://alexsimov.blogspot.se/2012/03/blog-post_23.html> 
[Accessed 24 May 2012]. 

http://lexsimov.blogspot.com/
http://alexsimov.blogspot.se/2012/03/blog-post_23.html
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found it prudent if put some limit to the Results section. Therefore, only the main, distinctive, opposing and 

characteristic themes have been included in the current master thesis. I need to mention as well that the 

articles, written by Rousseva and Sedlarska are published in the mainstream media as well.  

I justified the choice of my methods by firstly getting a better understanding in terms of opinions of the 

bloggers and their civil position. This, combined with analysis of the language of their texts, what they did 

dare to write and why, I believe that would bring quite clear and trustworthy picture and would facilitate my 

findings. The initial preparation of the interview guide and deeper knowledge in terms of the topic will only 

benefit my study. The interviews have been conducted via e-mail and thus they did not need transcribing, but 

they needed a translation, which might substitute the 4th stage. I claim as well that I managed to make a good 

contact with my interviewees (even through exchanging a few emails) and thus to create a user-friendly 

medium.  

5. ANALYSIS AND RESULTS 

The chapter will provide the main results in the current study.  The results will be divided in two main 

parts, mapping the major themes, according to the methods used: analysis of the language, part of CDA, 

on the blog articles and interviews. 

5.1. CRITICAL DISCOURSE ANALYSIS (CDA) ON THE BLOG ARTICLES 

The main themes, discussed in the articles, have to do with the level of the Bulgarian politics, compared to 

the European union and during the transitional period, political and ideological features of ruling party, the 

figure of the politician Ahmed Dogan and his key role as a 'balancer' in the Bulgarian politics, Elections 

2011 with its possible vote fraud and the buying and selling of the votes. It will be discussed further the fear 

in its pure human sense, emerged among the citizens, the pressure over journalists and police violence, the 

level of the Bulgarian media, the pros and cons of the creation of new Right-wing project. All the themes are 

quite overlapping and highly interconnected to each other, which hinder to some extent the clear distinction 

between them. Therefore, the separate sections will discuss only the broad and main topics of the texts.    

5.1.1. The fear before and now: the transitional period and the current GERB government  

Although that the emergence of the fear in the society is more likely related to totalitarian times rather to a 

democratic society, a fear is a topic that has been discussed by Sedlarska, Rousseva and Simov in their 

articles. According to Sedlarska, the MRF is built up by one man and on the basis of a lot of fear. Rousseva 

in her ‘The kids of Tato’28 detects how for the first time she sees in the TV a fear of public criticism during 

the so called discussion in a TV studio between a sociologist and a movie director.  

 
28  Tato is the name, which the former communist leader Todor Zhivkov was called.  
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The blogger Konstantin Pavlov is discussing some of the rules during the totalitarian regime in his article 22 

Times the 10th29. According to him the mediocrity, the lie, the steal and the spying are among the worst 

actions, occurring in Bulgaria before ’89. Rousseva quotes in her text both, the Bulgarian dissident and BBC 

journalist, Georgi Markov in his ‘Distant reports about Bulgaria’ (1978) and the Bulgarian scientist with 

focus on the National Psychology Ivan Hadjiski in his ‘Optimistic theory on the Bulgarian people’ (1938)30, 

who write mediocrity:  

'The most recognizable feature of the socialist careerist, regardless of the sector where he 

exerts his occupation – production, administration, this is his mediocrity’ … ‘It is logic that the 

first feature of the unconfessed  lack of talent are the obedience, subservience, servility.'  

(Markov, 1978) 

'... Our public and cultural life is in a significant measure under the sign of the  mediocrity and 

half-intelligence, whose toxicity is one of the most disgusting phenomenon in our country.' 

(Hadjiski, 1938)31 

Even though Pavlov criticizes the current government, he confesses that the totalitarian times were the 

worst. Simov compares the current government to a dictatorship, whereas Sedlarska and Kanev go further 

pointing out its incompetence, particularly in its leader. The blogger Ivan Stambolov claims that GERB does 

not represent the Right because 'its politics is not right and its staff is not right'. 

In his article ‘The dictatorship, which wants to be loved’, the blogger and journalist Alxander Simov is 

presenting facts with regards to a vote fraud and is dealing with the methods, used by the ruling party GERB 

in terms of the event. The text addresses the 'chilling dystopia of Orwell's book "1984"' as a starting point in 

the way, in which GERB has organized the Elections. According to the text analysis and the construction of 

the text, Simov wrote the article in a quite personal way, implying his discontented opinion as a citizen. His 

civil voice speaks in the text, whereas his journalistic, professional opinion is not expressed so obviously 

and grounds for it might be searched in the presupposition model. There is a reality, which he might take for 

granted due to his knowledge about the political, economic and social construction of the events in Bulgaria, 

looking into them from his professional point of view as a journalist. These implications are not that obvious 

from a first reading, but looking into it more deeply, show these limitations. He is using many words in 

combination 'adjective plus nouns' such as 'the organizational chaos, the deliberate ignorance, the 

falsification, the political arrogance, and the exerted police methods'. Part of the text is written in passive 

voice and he uses comparison and idiomatic phrases in order to highlight the violation of the rules and the 

 
29  November 10th, 1989 – the date when the communist regime in Bulgaria collapsed and the democracy was established in 

Bulgaria. 
30  Added by A.D.  
31  Both quotes in Rousseva’s article, A.D. 
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laws during the election night: 'exercise in democracy (...) theater, effects that had the aim to “stamp down 

the boots of the power'.  

The lawyer and politician Radan Kanev tries to make comparisons between the politics in Hungary and 

Poland, on one side and Bulgaria, on the other side, in his text ‘Behind the façade’. He opposes the populist 

‘rightist’ of Viktor Orbán to Donald Tusk and his ‘Civic platform’, claiming that the leading topics in the 

media reports about Hungary are related to 'the political isolation, the bad economic perspectives, the 

limited civil rights and the social tension', Poland is given as an example within EU countries in its 

transition through the crisis. In “this company”, Kanev writes that perhaps Borissov would like to be the 

Bulgarian “Tusk”, but he manages to show a lot of the other model. In conclusion he writes that GERB 

government is extremely incompetent and describes personally the PM Borissov as incompetent.  

A similar opinion is shared by the journalist Vesselina Sedlarska in her article ‘The Achilles mouth of Boyko 

Borisov has opened in Prague’. She opposes Borissov's statements: on the one hand, he proposes to the 

Bulgarian students to become shepherds and to plant potatoes and on the other hand, he dares to advise EU 

how the Union must follow the example of Bulgaria in terms of the pensions and salaries in order to survive.  

‘The first shows that you achieved your level of incompetence at the national level, the second 

is proving the same, but in a continental scope.’   

Although that parts of Ivo Berov’s article ‘Who keeps and who devastates our villages / plus book and song’ 

discuss the ethnic tension occurred in the country in the Eve of the elections, the CDA analysis will not pay 

its attention due to a preliminary choice. 

‘There are only liars, thiefs, and pigs 32 in the Parliament. The parliament is pigstry 

(according to Volen Siderov).33 It is attended only by idlers (according to Boyko Borissov). 

Only my Parliamentary representation in the Parliament makes sense. The sense is rooted in 

the fact, that it is mine. The elections are c

Berov makes a distinction between me and them, sharing that on Saturday in one of the TV shows a rural 

village man claims that the Parliament is pigsty. His words are opposed to a young, blond woman, PR expert 

who shares the same opinion, without using the word pigsty, but she calls the Parliament circus. The 

journalist claims that the communicated messages of the extremist right, left and populist political parties are 

very close and sometimes they match to the full extent.  

He lists the responsible authorities, or at least the people who might have the power to change the situation. 

According to him they are Tsvetan Tsvetanov– Minister of Interior of Republic Bulgaria in GERB 

 
32  There is one word, missing, due to impossibility to find an appropriate translation, added by A.D 
33 Volen Siderov is the leader of the right-extremist political party “Ataka”, added by A.D. 
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governement; Boyko Borissov – Prime – minister of the Republic of Bulgaria; Boris Velchev – General 

Prosecutor of the Republic of Bulgaria. The author deliberately opposes their responsibility to the former 

French President Nikola Sarkozy, who defined the ethical clashes as France’s national concern and after 

being elected started putting them into practice.  The language used is very fruitful, idiomatic and too direct 

and rude in parts. 

5.1.2. The figure of the ‘balancer’ Dogan 

There is a cliché, articulated quite frequently in the Bulgarian public sphere, that Ahmed Dogan has always 

played the role of ‘balancer’ in the Bulgarian politics in the past 23 years. His party was either part of the 

government, or it has been claiming that it is keeping the ethnical peace. One of the biggest Media groups in 

Bulgaria ‘New Bulgarian Media Group’ is owned by Irena Krasteva, a former civil servant-turned-tycoon 

and it is rumoured to be connected to the MRF (Lozanov, 2011 p. 9). The rumours tend to raise some 

questions with regards to the transparency of the media in this Group. Ivan Stambolov and Vesselina 

Sedlarska are discussing his figure in part of their articles. In the end his text ‘I am coming from another 

world, it is not your fault’, Stambolov makes the firm statement that there are events in Bulgaria, which 

occurred and it is disturbing that the citizens cannot predict. His reflections are connected to the results after 

the elections, which would be discussed in another section.  

‘Although that Carthage in the type, which I defined it more than half a year longer exists, it 

must be destroyed because there will always be type of Carthage34, which will stand with the 

striped pajamas, brazen in the way of the truth and integrity.’ 

‘Striped pajamas’ could be understood as allegory of the political party MRF, which protects the rights of 

minorities in Bulgaria in the period of communism and other parts of Europe and more particularly to 

represent the interests of the Turkish ethnic minority in the country. According to its platform, nowadays, 

MFR expanded its goals and opposes strongly to any form of ‘manifestation of national chauvinism, 

revenge, Islamic fundamentalism and religious fanaticism’. 35 By veiling what exactly has the blogger meant 

by ‘striped pajama’, it could be claimed that the Ahmed Dogan’s party would have again the key role in the 

political processes in the country.  

Additional attention to the politician Dogan has been paid in Vesdlarska’s analysis ‘The night is 

pregnant,...in vitro’ 36 She articulates two major theses: Dogan is not the smartest politician in Bulgaria and 

in the autumn of 2011, MFR is more alike to the Communist Party in the summer of 1989.  

 
34  Most of his previous articles ended with the sentence: ….and I think that Carthage must be destroyed..., A.D. 
35 Democrats for Strong Bulgaria, 2012. History. 2012. [online] Available at: <http://dps.bg/en/History.aspx > [Accessed  29 

April 2012]. 
36 The phrase ‘The night is pregnant’ was said during the Press conferences at the Election night by the MRF’s leader Ahmed 

Dogan. Its liberal party has always kept the political balance in Bulgaria. in the last 22 years, added by A.D. 

http://dps.bg/en/History.aspx
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‘If you think that Ahmed Dogan is not the smartest politician, it means that we are two who 

think the same in the state. The cleverest achievement of Dogan is that he understood that his 

presence is on the highness of his absence. He is strong in that he is absent’.   

The journalist is quoting parts of his speech in the village of Kochan during the Parliamentary Elections 

2009 where he claims that he does not possess the instruments of power, rather, he, himself, is the power 

instrument.  According to her, he as politician was needed to the Bulgarian transitional period. The language, 

used by Dogan in order to support the socialist candidate Ivaylo Kalfin for president during the runoff was 

so idiomatic and  

‘…tangled in erotic and poetic symbols - pregnant night, kisses in order to hide far more 

prosaic fact that MRF is no longer mastered of its electorate, hence does not influence on the 

choice of the future president.’ 

5.1.3. The need of emergence of a new Right project 

Ivan Stambolov and Ivo Berov are defending eagerly the emergence of a new Right wing project. As a 

current politician, part of DSB, Radan Kanev argues that people with right affiliations need to decide and to 

keep having their representation in the Parliament.  

In his article ‘The old shoes of the new thinking’, Ivan Stambolov discusses strongly the pros and cons in 

terms of the need of the emergence of a new Right-wing project. He starts his article with the sarcastic 

description about himself and the people he hangs out with as ‘politicking idlers’. The two arguments, which 

he presents according to the topic, which the discussant created, are that on the one hand: 'that the right-

wing sphere needs brand new right project without the traditional old right- wing parties and the so called 

‘old faces’…, whereas on the other hand '…a new right project would divide into more pieces the right-wing 

sphere in Bulgaria and it will destroy it completely.'  

The combination ‘old shoes’ is crucial for the understanding of this text due to the fact that ‘they became an 

allegory of the discourse’ in the article. They collocate with insight when the shoes are broken and wet, they 

need to be replaced or thrown.   

Stambolov continues discussing the need of a new Right project constructing his thesis in strong allegorical 

context as:  

‘The Right is like the church. …The Right political parties are the "clergy"  of the Right, but 

the Right itself as affiliation, political thinking and perceptions – these are all right-thinking 

people who need professional representation in the political power.’  

According to him all the elections, which occurred showed that the amount of the left-wing voters is 
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approximately stable. Regardless of the fact that the votes of the right wing parties showed a few percentage 

of confidence; according to Stambolov this does not mean that the right-wing thinking people in Bulgaria 

are a few percentages. Even on the contrary, this is one of the reasons why: 

‘Yes, Bulgaria needs a new political project, and yes, this project must be Right-wing one.’  

The usage of allegories and comparisons, perhaps, has the aim to highlight the latent argument in terms of 

pros and cons. The other possible explanation is that the reader needs to draw conclusion by himself after 

observing and analyzing the thoughts, presented in the text.  

Ivan Stambolov builds up his thesis on the philosophical understanding on what is of crucial importance for 

the development of the world and how to survive, to achieve to some extent security and happiness are the 

motor of the society. By defending his idea he opposes the initial definitions regarding left and right in 

politics.  

‘…for the right people, the inequality is the engine of progress, because every human desire is 

ultimately a desire to move from one quality to another, whereas the person with left 

affiliations lives with a recognized or a subconscious fear that he will not manage to survive in 

the free competition.’ 

The author continues opposing the society by it peoples as right or left, pro- or anti-Russia, well-educated or 

bad nurtured, polite or arrogant and so forth. This confrontation underlines the main fibers, on which the text 

is articulated: pros and cons. According to him in its pure political sense the normality might be threatened 

when the Right and the Left are not represented adequately in the power, which means that the political life 

as such would be put into question. In addition to this statement, he claims that the creation of the Blue 

Coalition during the Elections 2009 was a strong sign for a new right project, which might gather the votes 

of the right-thinking people. The coalition has failed in its role due to many reasons, connected mainly to the 

lost confidence and the negatives, whose leaders have assembled during the years. Ivo Berov goes further 

stating in his article ‘The Right has passed away, we start from the beginning again’ that the only right party 

is DSB, but it does not have any future development.    

‘Otherwise, they are good boys and girls – educated, smart, reputable and cool. But they do 

not have their own political image. …The attempt of political revival is no longer behind the 

schedule with around seven-eight years’ 

The emergence of a new Right project is a matter of political will along with the civil need and the Elections 

are the mechanism which facilitates or not the entrance into the Parliament of this prominent right 

project/party. Ivo Berov is confident enough that within two years a right project will be established 

naturally.  
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Radan Kanev’ calls 'shit' the discourse in his article ‘§ 22 after 22 years or a dog shit and the future of 

"authentic" Right’. His upsetting statement as Deputy- Chairman of DSB is:   

‘… for 22 years, due to the insufficient progress and the ongoing harmful and perhaps 

pernicious role of BSP, responsible for this lack of progress, “the authentic right” for more 

than one million of Bulgarians is this one who bites BSP on the elections.’  

Furthermore, he is drawing a parallel between political party GERB, which restores some unpleasant 

practices during the totalitarian times and is warning:  

‘...all the virtues of the late socialism develop and reproduce – privileges, demotivation,  lack 

of initiative, public sclerosis.’ 

5.1.4. Elections 2011: Buying and selling the votes and the vote fraud 

Ivan Stambolov addresses the results after the First round during the Elections 2011 in the article ‘I am 

coming from another world, it is not your fault’. His surprise with regards to the results is quite obvious, 

which is shown by the usage of the negative pronoun such as none.  

‘None of the people that I know have voted the way as the final results showed. None of them 

voted for Fandakova37, none of them voted for Plevneliev’.  

And then he clarifies that there was only one clerk, a passionate DSB supporter, who has recently been 

appointed in the public administration, who voted for GERB. Moreover, it is that even this sentence he starts 

with the negative particle ‘no’ as an expression of opposition. The construction of negative sentences in the 

introduction of the article leaves the perception that the psychological and linguistic segment, on which 

Stambolov builds up his thesis in the text are in a constant clash with the reality itself and the possible 

conclusion he drew is based on his continuous conversations with his friends with various occupation and 

other people on the internet he is in a permanent contact with.  

The language, used by Ivan Stambolov  is quite accurate, precise with attention to the latest detail. More or 

less the whole article is constructed with a professional level of usage of language, opposing two possible 

arguments. When he is presenting his hypothesis, he is using again a negative construction of the sentence:  

‘I have nothing else to say rather than to suggest one of the following two things: either with 

the election is made a monstrous manipulation, which might be compared only with a state 

coup or the political representation of the nation differs dramatically to its political thinking.’  

The blogger makes an assumption that there is another reality, different from the reality in which he lives 

 
37 Yordanka Fandukova was the candidate of GERB who has run for mayor during the Municipal Elections 2011 and has been 

elected.  
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and votes and the results of his actions neither reflect the reality, nor influence it in any way. In order to 

support his first hypothesis, Stambolov shares a piece of gossip by ‘a prominent member of the circle 

‘Monterey’38, that the election picture was directed according to a predesigned action plan. I would neither 

reflect upon the gossip, nor dwell too long upon its truthfulness. What is obvious in his text is the 

description of the election process and the Election Day. Stambolov uses idioms expression of so forms in 

combination with words, which play the role of adjectives in the text in order to strengthen his discontent of 

what he observed and had a reflection upon. The usage of adjectives could be perceived as an aim of the 

author to lead through his discontent and to show to him his actual dissatisfaction with the occurred events.   

‘…the procedure was so much dirty, so much flawed, so much shocking …it was so much 

outrageous the indiscriminate disrespect of the time zones during the Election day, it was so 

much crazy the technology of the vote itself, which led to queues as it was 90% Election 

activity… that I would suggest that any participant in the election has really reason to ask for 

its cassation.’ 

In order to justify or falsify his second hypothesis, Ivan Stambolov implies delicately a hint about a possible 

new Right-wing project and describes the right voters as 'nothing more than anti-communist and anti-

socialist people.'  

The final potential conclusion is left to the reader, who would be skillful enough to read between the lines. 

This possibility for further discussion and different opinions is characterized by the citizen journalism theory 

as a belief for the bloggers that they can and try to balance between the news and the truth.  

Buying and selling of the votes 

More or less, the topic related to the elections is central for all the articles. Svetla Vassileva and Luboslava 

Rousseva discuss broadly the practice of selling and buying of the votes. The journalist questions 

paradoxically in her article ‘Theory and practice of self-mugging’ whether the voiceless people can sell their 

voices. According to them, the self-mugging has many forms, especially the participation in the 

manipulation of the elections.  

Svetla Vassileva has observed the described events in the small town of Pravets, located around 60 km from 

the capital Sofia and a birth place of the last communist leader Todor Zhivkov, as a co-author of an 

opposition newspaper and a member of the Association to promote the civic activism. 

‘These three stories are not a fiction. (…) These three stories …. explain largely the subsequent 

events and raise questions in a row, whose answers are unlikely to enjoy.’ 

 
38  A circle around the former functionaries of the Communist Party, called often the shadow government  
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She describes her observation in the article ‘Elections 2011: Three Shocking Stories’ and ‘The elections – a 

mean of usage, 117 years after Aleko Konstantinov’39.  

The image of Aleko Konstantinov and referring to his book how the character of the uneducated, egoistic 

and ignorant Bay Ganyo makes elections are discussed by Vassileva and Russeva.  The book is issued during 

19 century and its recalling leads the reader to the assumption that not that many things have changed in the 

way the elections are organised.  In her article ‘Theory and practice of self-mugging’, Luboslava Russeva 

marries the images of Ivanica Gramatiov and Ganyo Balkanski. The first one is the prototype of Tsvetan 

Radoslavov, the author of the Bulgarian national Anthem; the educated and promising man to the 

uneducated and ignorant one.  

The first story, which Svetla Vassileva desribes, happens in the beginning of august 2011 when she is one the 

small villages in the Municipality of Pravets, where she discusses the eventual results of the elections in a 

few months. She describes her in the following artistic-narrative style:  

‘middle-aged cheerful, sweet lady, from those people who know almost everything about 

everyone…’ 

The usage of adjectives in presenting the main participant in the first story, perhaps, aims to lead the reader 

in a way that she might be trustworthy. Although that she knows everything about everyone, which might 

connote with some gossips, her image is portrayed as a reliable one. Being asked by Vassileva, who has the 

best chances to win the Elections in the village of 500 inhabitants, the answer is the Secretary of the 

Municipality, who is a member of GERB. The blogger is trying to understand the reason of this vote, what is 

the lady more competitive with in comparison to the other participants, the only answer she received is:  

‘With nothing. They hate her, but they will vote for her.’  

The usage of negative noun nothing in combination with the verb hate, in a way loses the “competition” 

with the usage of future tense at the end. The perception which the reader got is that regardless of the general 

attitudes, she will be the next mayor. Vassileva ends the story paragraph, writing: ‘the absurdities have 

generally no reasonable explanation.’ 

The second story deals with the fear, which intimidates some people during the elections. The event took 

place on the square of another village, part of the Municipality of Pravets, with approximately 100 

inhabitants.  

‘Everything you said it is true, we all know that, but we are afraid.’ 

The blogger is looking for a refutation of these statements by asking a week after another lady in the grocery 
 

39  Aleko Konstantinov is a Bulgarian author during 19 century who has written a lot of books, presenting some ugly practices in 
Bulgaria during Elections, added by A.D. 
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shop, which was covered with GERB election posters. The information, she received was with no 

contradiction with the initial one she obtained:  

‘You have been told correctly. As nothing, they will burn our houses.’ 

The last described story in the blog article deals with the fact that Sergei Stanishev has decided to close 

‘surprisingly his political campaign in the town of PRAVETS’40, Vassileva states that perhaps his choice to 

end up his campaign in a town with 3800 inhabitants, ignoring the capital Sofia or other larger, 'red' cities, 

might seem strange. Her main argument in the text is that this action has to do with the oligarch Valentin 

Zlatev, CEO of the oil giant Lukoil in Bulgaria. The blogger uses a language, which leads the reader that she 

is confident with what she states. According to her both candidates of BSP and GERB are in a way 

connected to Zlatev and regardless of the people’s choice, she calls the candidates ‘dolls’ and suggests that 

the ‘puppeteer is one and he is known since years.’  

The whole article finishes with stating the fact that exactly at 20.00, when the end of the Election Day was 

announced; an electricity discharge happened for about two hours. ‘Perhaps, it was made in order to put a 

symbolic end of the show called ‘Elections 2011’ are the final words of the author. By using calling the 

elections show, she might imply a connotation that some disturbing events, occurred during these elections 

and the stories she has shared are just a small part of it.   

The vote fraud 

Alexander Simov, Svetla Vassileva, Ivo Indzhev devote articles on the vote fraud, which they tend to claim 

that it was exerted during the last elections. The questions related to the validity and the accuracy of the 

elections are leading in the materials. Simov and Stambolov mention the case with the members of the 

electoral commissions, who have been dragging drug home packages with ballots and raises up the question 

related to the legality and the accuracy of the exertion of the elections.  

Simov describes in his text ‘A dictatorship that wants to be loved’ the empty protocols ‘as an empty pay 

check’. The falsification of the date, when CEC should have announced the official results is described by 

the author as ‘a parody from a higher degree, which implies the idea of legality, rules and instructions.’ The 

final paragraph of the text is written in quite ultimate way, using present simple tense and trying to imply 

only statements that the vote fraud was evident and the government works more likely as dictatorship rather 

than as an established democracy.  

The other article by Svetla Vassileva ‘The elections – a mean of usage, 117 years after Aleko Konstantinov’ 

is full with concrete numbers of the election ballots in different towns and cities and draws conclusion in 

terms of possible huge vote fraud during the Elections. Everything is written, systematized and ordered, 
 

40 Sergei Stanishev is the leader of the Socialist party, PM between 2005-2009. 
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dealing with data that could be checked out. Vassileva lists some of the most disturbing events, she observed 

or detected in terms of the Election Day. According to her, the ‘perfect’ chaos managed to profit its 

organizers. The payment of bills for electricity and water, gifts of vouchers for food and essential products, 

excursions, buying and selling of the votes were some of the methods, which some political parties used in 

order to persuade its voters. The article is written in a strong journalistic style, stating and dealing with 

numbers of the ballots in some of the towns. In order to justify her hypothesis in terms of a vote fraud, she 

uses quotes of the pieces of Aleko Konstantinov, who in a moral-philosophical way discusses the parody of 

the organization of the elections in Bulgaria at the end of XIX century. By using them, the author, perhaps, is 

aiming to show that not a lot of things in the country have changed, especially during the elections.  

‘The Elections are free. You tell him that the police beat… and dispersed the peace voters and 

the government as mocking on you says: - This is not a police action; it's just a moral influence 

so.'(Aleko Konstantinov, “Some miscellaneous “pieces cuts in 1894)  

Her conclusion is that even 117 years after, Aleko Konstantinov is still so up to date and the organization of 

the election might ‘differ in the nuances, but it is identical in its nature’. Vassileva claims that a nation 

which endures such derides with its human rights, is entitled to suffer, as it is proclaimed by the “Lucky 

man” –Aleko Konstantinov in his book ‘Bai Ganyu makes elections’. The social, political and cultural 

implications in the blog article intersect in a point, which does not have the aim to lead the reader to draw its 

own conclusions, on the contrary – it is claimed that there is a vote fraud in most of the towns and the 

citizens need to rethink the last events in a way, which differ from the events, occurred in Bulgaria 117 years 

ago.  

Ivo Indzhev’s article ‘Buying and selling of votes of members are encouraged by the law of the jungle’ is 

dealing with the depraved practice of selling and buying of votes. The journalist claims that if the Bulgarian 

voter is interested in something, it is exactly the details. According to the author Bulgaria is country where it 

is not the selling and buying of the votes, but it is a place where you might buy lawmakers and media. Ivo 

Indzhev clashes the characters of two people – the person, who sold his vote and the Member of Parliament, 

who has been elected with the bought votes. The author claims that the civil cconsolation would be that the 

voice of Uncle Hassan, who sold his voice, will remain unproved, whereas the bought MP would scream 

from the National Parliament to get the attention in order to justify himself in his new public role. The 

narration is constructed with short ultimatum sentences in present tense, which tend to create the perception 

that the discussion is no longer up to date. The elections passed, the ugly practices of selling and buying of 

the votes were detected and the citizens need to accept this choice and to be careful with their authority 

representatives next time.  
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5.1.5. The level of the Bulgarian media 

Less independent media and helpless Bulgarian journalism could be listed as key words for this section. One 

of the biggest failures of the Bulgarian media, according to Berov, is their incapability to list the difficulties 

in the nation and to search for the solutions to overcome them.  

‘The Bulgarian media transform into heroes, sued criminals and local primates.’  

He argues in his article 'The Right has passed away, we start from the beginning again’ that there will be 

fewer independent media operations during Borisov’s  government, because ‘they have already been pressed 

and destroyed in different ways’. He dares and goes even further in his statements, sharing concrete numbers 

of paid publications. He mentions that one interview in Trud Daily costs  8000 leva41 (approximately 4000 

euros); an interview at Nova TV with host Karbovski costs probably three or five times more.   

Konstantin Pavlov pays his attention in ‘The Helpless Bulgarian Journalism’ to the incapability of the 

Bulgarian journalists to deal with numbers and to be critics towards the Prime Minister. The data, related to 

the number of the invalid ballots during the previous elections and these one, divergent significantly. 

According to Boyko Borissov the statistics of 7% is normal, whereas the actual average rate is 2.7%. ….. 

‘Secondly, he mentions that the state is saving 18 million lev as a post effect due to the fact that 

elections are held "2 in 1", but Djankov42 said three months ago that we would save 8 million 

lev (a “slight” error of 10 million!)…..’ 

Pavlov draws a conclusion there is a significant discrepancy between the actual numbers and the announced 

ones. His concern in the text is related to the fact that the journalists do not detect these inaccuracies, 

although that the elections cost to the tax payers 26 million. He describes a few facts in terms of the Prime 

Minister Statements which had the task to mislead the viewer.  

‘At the end, the viewers do not see a conflict…And the media are whitewashed and sinless in 

this situation.’ 

5.1.6. Police violence and pressure over journalists 

The journalists Simov and Indzhev utilize the blogoshpere as a platform to broadcast their ideas. Alexander 

Simov is addressing the police violence in his ‘A Mythology of the Interior Affairs’, whereas Ivo Indzhev 

draws a parallel with the car bomb attack over a Bulgarian journalist, occurred in October 2011 to his stay in 

Beirut as a correspondent of the Bulgarian News Agency in his article ‘Attentat Motherland’.  

According to Simov the myths during the past 20 years such as ‘the suitcases with money from the 

 
41  Lev is the official currency in Republic of Bulgaria.  
42 Simeon Djankov is the Minister of Finance in GERB government.  
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communist times, the transition, the rise of millionaires’, have been added one more – ‘the police violence’.  

In his article Simov opposes the existence and the increase of the police violence during GERB government 

by clashing it to the statement, given by the Chief Secretary of the Ministry of Interior Affairs (MIA) Kalin 

Georgiev and the events, emerged recently in terms of the fear and the exceed of authority power. On the 

one hand, Simov quotes Kalin Georgiev, who defines the police violence as a ‘full myth’. According to the 

MIA officer: 

‘…the police violence is a mythology, as a comparison, the MIA's staff counted 54,000 people, 

whereas the cases of police violence have been counted only up to 70.’ 

The blogger puts into question the issue related to the methodology, according to which Georigev deals with 

the data and discusses that even the case of police violence could not be described as far-fetched but rather 

as a painfully realistic. Moreover, the author analyses the issue by claiming that perhaps ‘a philosophical 

confidence and analytical ability to deny completely the reality is needed’ in order to call these 70 cases a 

myth. Simov recalls in his text that people remember how the police raided the home of an innocent family 

in the town of Kardzali and beated him or how they invaded by mistake the house of a famous pop singer 

and flung him to the ground. In quite a direct way, the author writes that MI creates one myth after another: 

from the fight against organized crime to police violence and describes that the activity and work of the 

whole current government as a myth. By clashing Georgiev’s words during the Police Day holiday ‘officers 

should be wearing from top to toe and to have gasoline’ to the other abilities such as ‘respect, kindness and 

brain’, Alexander Simov shows the gaping chasm, existing between the Police's responsibilities and the 

citizen’s security.  

In terms of the pressure over journalists, Indzhev raises a few rhetorical questions in the beginning of the 

separate paragraph, which, perhaps aim more likely at putting the point of the discussion in terms of the 

pressure over journalists rather to create conditions in its start up. The opposing arguments such as Sofia are 

now Beirut, but in some perverse form, Indzhev makes the difference between soft and hard porn and 

clarifies himself: we have a progress in the regression, which substitutes the stress. The author uses a lot of 

adjectives to signify the object and an artistic narrative style.  

‘The fallen of free speech led to crawling instead of being on the side of truth and the citizens it 

looks for a boot to rub itself into it and after that to pee on it, when it is no longer 

authority…The good thing of our democracy is that it is moaning lovely and it takes skillfully 

measures not to be taken measures to apprehend the perpetrators of crimes against 

journalists.’ 

His conclusions are explicitly connected to the hidden assumption that the Mafia in Bulgaria possesses the 
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state, the democratic foundations are threatened and the freedom of speech does no longer mean a lot to the 

authorities and the citizens. 

5.2. The Interviews   

Main themes 

According to an interview with the blogger, journalist and a citizen with left-wing political views, Alexander 

Simov, the blogosphere in Bulgaria has played a significant role in revealing the vote fraud during the 

Elections, where in some towns the ballots have been recounted. The main topics, which the interviewees 

have touched upon were related to the democracy foundation in the country, the current political situation 

compared to the totalitarian times, the level of the Bulgarian journalism both in general and during elections. 

All the respondents agree that internet and blogs in particular are a vital alternative to any possible 

restriction with regards to the freedom of speech. Regardless of the their different occupation and political 

affiliations, their opinions state unambiguously the same: there are events, occurring in the country during 

the ruling GERB government, which are disturbing for the democratic foundation such as vote fraud, buying 

and selling of the votes, pressure over journalist, intimidation, and the Bulgaria journalism failed mainly in 

their prerogative role to defend the public interest and the human rights. When this intertwined connection 

between the level of democracy and the media lacks balance and is interrupted, more profound anxieties 

with the level of the freedom of speech and the accurate function of the democratic processes in Bulgaria 

might be found. 

5.2.1. The media upgrowth in Bulgaria: from transition to democracy  

Konstantin Pavlov, Ivo Indzhev, Vesselina Sedlarska, Luboslava Rousseva, Radan Kanev gave descriptions 

to the media upgrowth during the last 22 years, such as a mirage, lack of  substance and investigation 

journalism, dependency on monopoly, self-censorship, refusal from the media itself to be independent.  

Ivo Indzhev describes it as ‘large degradation after a great development’, whereas his colleague Vesselina 

Sedlarska classifies it as a mirage, after the initial idea of the transition period for independent, free, 

objective, competent journalism. And she continues: 

‘The civic confidence in the media itself could be defined on the sanitary minimum. After the 

first enthusiasm of the early years of transition period, the journalism is in its descending 

development.’ 

Konstantin Pavlov and Luboslava Rousseva are discussing the dependence and the blurring barrier between 

the state and journalism. Pavlov defines the level of the media as tragic due to the fact that the media are 

controlled by shady economic groups and defend and reflect upon the public interest to a lesser extent. 

According to him they are to much higher extent not media, but ‘machines for PR, propaganda and selling 
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influence.’ He considers that the problem is rooted in the lack of substance, depth journalistic investigations 

into matters of public interest, particularly with regard to the corruption in government, abuse of power and 

cartel or monopoly influence over the market. Luboslava Rousseva describes the situation nowadays even as 

getting worse due to the fact that the boundary between government and media collapsed gradually, which 

made both sides dependent on each other. She claims: 

‘The dangerous pattern of the unauthorized cooperation (coexistence) built up a comprehensive 

oligarchic partnership conjuncture (situation) and began to reproduce itself according to the same 

matrix.’  

Radan Kanev claims that the media are not independent and free, because they do not want to be. In the 

media prevails the self-censorship, a control by business community, which might be called oligarchic 

circles, dependent on power and politics. 

5.2.2. The democratic foundations in Bulgaria 

The interviewees agree that the democratic foundation in Bulgaria is threatened, ergo the freedom of speech, 

which is based on it too. They list that that the lack of  defense the public interest, the gaps in the laws, the 

buying and selling of the votes, the chaos during the elections are dangerous for our democracy. Ivan 

Stambolov goes further stating that the democratic foundations in Bulgaria cannot be threatened, because in 

practice they do not exist.  

On the one hand, Konstantin Pavlov argues that the most dangerous for the democracy in Bulgaria is that 

‘government does not feel obliged to report to its voters and the media are too weak or dependent to protect 

the public interes’. Looking from this perspective, the freedom of speech is threatened as a foundation of 

democracy. According to Ivo Berov a danger to the democratic foundations in Bulgaria represents the 

buying and selling during the elections; the media comfort, which the PM Borissov enjoys along with the 

exchange of the political representation into subversive corporate relationships. According to Radan Kanev, 

the chaos in the activity of the election commissions at all levels, the problems with the registration of 

parties and coalitions, the emptiness in the law, all of these facts are dangerous in terms of the democratic 

foundation. On the other hand, Stambolov does not discuss and perceive our society as democratic. 

According to him, it just possesses a democratic label, but it is not democratic, our thinking and values are 

not democratic. 

5.2.3. Presidential and Municipality Elections 2011  

The organization of the elections itself: professionalism, buying and selling of the vote or Militsia43 

style  
 

43�A footnote, added by me: Militsia is the name of the Police during the totalitarian regime in Bulgaria prior to 1989  
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Among the most discussed topics, related to the organization of the elections, were the buying and selling 

the votes, the incompetent CEC administration and the pressure over it, the Militsia style of the organization 

of the elections, the chaos and the dead souls (people, whose names are in the elections lists, but in fact they 

have passed). The drawn parallels with the Bulgarian author Aleko Konstantinov were as well mentioned 

frequently.  

Stambolov underlines that the elections are run in a context of the reality, which is not democratic. And he 

makes a comparison with the elections, described by the Bulgarian writer Aleko Konstantinov. Moreover, 

Svetla Vassileva describes the bloggers as the contemporary followers or representatives of Aleko. Ivan 

Stambolov quotes in his interview that ‘according to the opinion of the majority of the people, the last 

elections were the most brutal discredited since 1989’.  

According to Rousseva and Sedlarska among the most alarming and disturbing events during the campaign 

is the buying of votes. To the list with disquieting events, Rousseva adds the incompetent and susceptible to 

pressure commissions, the nontransparent CEC, the Militsia style with regards to the organization of the 

elections.  

‘We do not have to forget that the Head of the Election Headquarters of GERB was the 

Minister of Interior, which is unprecedented conflict of interests.’ 

Ivan Stambolov claims that his hypothesis, which he presents in his article ‘I am coming from another 

world, it is not your fault’ has been confirmed immediately after the elections. According to him the first 

was confirmed by the observations of the already mentioned OSCE report and the second one that the 

political representation differs dramatically in relation to the political thinking of the nation itself. He is 

questioning as well whether someone has been studying the political thinking as such and how many people 

make the difference between left and right affiliations, liberal and conservative or how  many could 

distinguish Municipal and Parliamentary elections?  

Svetla Vassileva points out that quite disturbing and unacceptable for her were the existence of the so called 

"dead souls", its ambiguous number, and the election chaos. She considers both the buying and the selling of 

the votes as a crime.  

In his interview Alexander Simov states a very specific event, occurred during the election night: when two 

Members of Parliament from the ruling party GERB -Stanislav Ivanov and Ivan Bozhilov have been filmed 

being in the building of the Section Election Commission (SEC) during the election night. One of them - 

Stanislav Ivanov was even photographed to carry a bag with ballots. Simov defines the story as shocking, 

because according to the law, the MPs have absolutely no right to be in the SEC, while the representatives of 

SEC submit their reports. Regardless of the fact that the media made a fuss out of it and tried to report the 
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alarming event trustworthy, GERB party acknowledged officially the incident, but this did not make Central 

Election Commission (CEC) to take any further action. According to Simov, this story is very indicative for 

the entire electoral process and he stresses out that the question with regards to the civil control in the 

Bulgarian society is very important.  

Level of the freedom of speech during the election campaign 

Lack of freedom of speech, tragic media coverage, lack of protection of the public interest, lobbying and 

journalism as trade market were among the topics touched upon by the interviewees. Only Ivan Stambolov 

considers that this paid coverage, the black PR, do not have to do with the level of the freedom of speech. 

As ‘tragic’ was described the media coverage by Luboslava Rousseva during the elections.  

‘On the fingers on the one hand, I could count the number of publications and the media, which 

analyzed and reported the huge electoral manipulation and the obvious fraud and falsification 

(fabrication).’ 

Vesselina Sedlarska points out that the journalism during the elections is serving as a trade activity and the 

journalism in the countryside during the campaign is in practice absent. The same opinion shares Radan 

Kanev, who said that during elections, the media perform as ‘political market’. One the one hand, Ivo 

Indzhev goes even further and states that the media in Bulgaria have been bought ‘per pound’ by lobbies, 

among which recently stands out that of the Prime Minister Borisov, who is surpassed in this respect by 

President Parvanov. On the other hand, according to Alexander Simov there is no freedom of speech in 

Bulgaria during election campaigns and he explains that the reason is rooted in the Election Code, which 

makes the parties to pay for their media coverage during the campaign. 

Ivan Stambolov refused to articulate clearly that a conspiracy against the freedom of speech has been 

prepared. He considers that who has paid, he has published whatever he asked and wanted to publish. 

Another disturbing question for him is that the government finances its campaigns with the public money 

(tax money of the citizens), although that it is probably a trend everywhere. He categorizes as ‘bad’ the 

black PR, the blackmail. Overall, he does not consider these actions as strongly related to the question of the 

freedom of speech. The failure of the media to protect the public interest is discussed by Konstantin Pavlov 

in his article and in the interview.    

‘The media censored themselves in the coverage of the election campaign, broadcasted only paid 

political advertising and actually they were unable to carry out meaningful debate between the 

leading candidates for public office.’ 
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5.2.4. Criticism from the international experts: a step towards normalization 

The 30 points of observations in the OSCE Report, published by the international observers of the 

Organization are interesting and need more detailed attention. On this opinion is Ivan Stambolov:  

‘In any other country, actions like these ones during the elections would trigger a huge scandal 

and social discontent, here, we only shrugged our shoulders and move on.’ 

In addition,  Konstantin Pavlov, Luboslava Rousseva, Ivo Indzhev agree with the observations of RWB, 

though that Pavlov finds them correct, but too simple. On the one hand, Indzhev points that RWB ‘report 

alert for the unlimited regress of the media freedom in Bulgaria’, whereas on the other hand Pavlov 

considers that there is an attempt to be presented different points of view in the Bulgarian media and he 

justifies his opinion with the fact that he has been invited repeatedly by mainstream media programmes 

discuss the protection of the digital rights of citizens. 

5.2.5. A Right political project: pros and cons 

 Ivan Stambolov and Ivo Berov consider that a Right wing project is needed for Bulgaria. The ‘traditional’ 

right parties such as UDF and Democrats for strong Bulgaria (DSB) have accumulated quite a lot of 

negatives during the years and cannot enter the Parliament. Meglena Kuneva’s civil organization ‘Bulgaria 

to the citizens’ is project, which could and should be transformed into a right party.  

According to Ivan Stambolov the media always and everywhere has been most free and independent during 

right-wing governments. Being asked whether he thinks that Bulgaria is governed out of the normality; how 

does he assess the media development in Bulgaria in its role of the corrective to the state in a possible new 

right-wing government; on what grounds does he believe that a new right project would differ from the Blue 

Coalition44, for example, he said:  

‘the right- project in the form of the Blue coalition, especially in its form saving the old right-wing 

leaders, is exhausted and does not lead to anything.’ 

He argues that the Bulgarian voters need a brand new formula and perhaps the expectations suggest that this 

brand new formula might be entitled by Meglena Kuneva's civil project ‘Bulgaria to the citizens’, which is 

still not transformed into a political party, but it has the potential to be a third political force in the next 

Parliament.45 On the same position is Sedlarska, who considers Kuneva as a new carrier of democratic 

thinking.  

 

5.2.6. The Bulgarian journalism: level of professionalism and pressure over journalists 

 
44 Check out  the glossary. 
45  Check out the background part, added by A.D. 
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The interviewees consider that the journalism does no longer mean anything as occupation for the younger 

generation. According to them the journalism is highly dependent on the power. Bulgarian National 

Television (BNT) and the Bulgarian National radio (BNR) are trying to keep the professionalism. This 

tendency is excluded as optional for Ivo Berov, for example. Even more radical in his statements is Ivo 

Indzhev, who considers that there is no real market for journalistic work in Bulgaria.  

‘...a whole editor’s offices are sold, along with the journalists as “a chain load of slaves.’  

The journalist Ivo Berov underlines that there were a period of time when a relative freedom of speech and 

the journalism as occupation meant something.  Nowadays, all this disappeared gradually. Alarmingly he 

reveals that independent journalism at BNR and BNT does not exit and the journalists in these media are 

totally dependent upon the government. On the contrary opinion is the politician, lawyer and blogger Radan 

Kanev, who defines as a good tendency the attempts by BNT and BNR and the individual private media to 

report the news trustworthy and to play a public function.  In general, Ivan Stambolov suggests that the 

Central News has started broadcasting reports related to criminal news, gossips, and famous people. The 

tabloidization and the yellow press which blossomed were discussed as well by Ivo Berov, Konstantin 

Pavlov, Radan Kanev and it questions the Bulgarian journalism professionalism.  According to Stambolov 

even more disturbing is the fact that qualified journalists, investigative reports, analytical show are no longer 

on air in the main televisions. Rousseva shares as well that the level of the journalistic occupation in 

Bulgaria has become ‘an environment of dependencies, services, procurements, contracts and professional 

humiliation’. She points out that in order to present a good analysis; you need to use idiomatic and strongly 

allegorical comments about the power, which haven't appeared as a drawback even during the totalitarian 

ruling of Todor Zhivkov.   

‘The journalists who respect themselves and prefer not to cheat on the professional standards 

and on his own conscience, are compelled and challenged to write in the language of Aesop 

and La Fontaine.’  

Konstantin Pavlov states that the Bulgarian media are really helpless due to: limited media budgets; lack of 

possibility to afford to hire qualified and well paid journalists; the good journalists are under high pressure 

not to publish ‘controversial’ material; dependence on corporate interests; the fact that neither the 

government nor the media can ensure the security and property of journalists, which leads to effective and 

subtle self-censorship. 

Regardless of the fact that larger items of the state budget are allocated to the Ministry of Interior and 

wiretaps, attacks against journalists are carried out, there is no detection of the perpetrators. According to 

Ivo Indzhev the level of the detection of crimes involving journalists is zero. He has not witnessed any 
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attempt of authorities to investigate corruption in the media ‘as if it were the only area in Bulgaria, which by 

definition could not exist’. His explanation is that the government does not want to investigate itself.  

5.2.7. GERB government: feature of a conservative ruling or a dictatorship 
The respondents are not united in their opinion in this section. Some of them consider that Bulgaria is 

governed out of the normality; the others are stating that the situation is better in comparisons to the 

totalitarian times, but unsatisfactory. In a way, the government possesses some features of dictatorship and 

authoritarianism, though it presents itself as right wing.  

Vesselina Sedlarska describes GERB as an undemocratic party by its nature, which possesses more features 

of a demonstrative leadership party, concentrated around the figure of Boyko Borissov. Stambolov considers 

that Bulgaria today is governed out of the normality, whereas Konstantin Pavlov states that the country is 

governed now better, but still unsatisfactory in comparison to the government during the totalitarian times.  

Rousseva is confident that there is fear in the media, among the citizens and in the nation. Moreover, Svetla 

Vassileva considers also that the fear has paralyzed the people in the smaller towns. This is the reason why 

they vote on command in order to survive. According to Radan Kanev, the disturbing facts related to the 

media environment remind to a classical orchestrated campaign in authoritarian states. He is worried by the 

fact that the government expressed publicly disdain towards the main human rights.  

5.2.8. Between Challenge and Limitation: dare to blog  

Level of the freedom of speech in general 

From all the respondents, only Ivan Stambolov finds the level of the freedom of speech satisfactory. The 

other respondents share alarming and disturbing facts in terms of the limitations of the free speech due to 

dependency on power, media ownerships, self-censorship. In a way, the freedom of speech during the 

elections is absent; the problem is not in the law itself rather than into its implementation.  

According to Ivan Stambolov, the freedom of speech still remains and as an EU and NATO country, its level 

could be classified as satisfactory. On the contrary opinion is Konstantin Pavlov, who finds ‘that generally, 

the level of freedom of speech in Bulgaria is low and inappropriate for an EU and NATO country’. 

Alexander Simov describes the lack of Freedom of Speech, occurred, due to the fact that media owners have 

close relations with the government and thus the economic censorship transforms into political one. The 

journalist Ivo Berov puts the Freedom of Speech to a merciless criticism:  

‘Freedom of speech does not exist in Bulgaria and journalists are entirely dependent on the 

oligarchy – corporate employers and government clerks.’  

Stambolov  traces a few tendencies, which put freedom of expression under danger: for example, it is 
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disturbing the situation when the government makes pay through the media advertising and thus assuring 

media comfort and selection and interpretation of the themes, which tend to favor the power. Though that the 

topic is quite huge, it embraces and passes in general through the balance between private and public media, 

the political and corporate interests of media owners, the media monopoly and so forth. According to him 

the fair and free competition, including the one between and among the media, has degenerated into 

relationships such as lobbying, corruption, monopoly and cartel agreements. Simov defines the editorial 

media freedom as extremely limited and that the media are put severely under the process of 

oligarhisation46. By and large, his opinion is that there is a freedom of speech in Bulgaria, because people 

can express themselves freely. However, he defines the freedom of speech as shockingly absent from the 

media and the so called independent journalism has stepped backward to the corporate one.  

According to Vesselina Sedlarska 'the lack of the freedom in the media prior to 1989 was rather political, 

than nowadays it is more corporate one'. And she defines that the before and now, as the greater barrier the 

self-censorship rather than the external pressure, exerted on. She considers that reasons why Bulgaria is still 

among the lagging performers with regards to the freedom of speech are less likely rooted in the legislation 

itself rather than in its implementation, in the socially acceptable corruption and the nationwide negativism 

that the things cannot get better. She claims that the independent and free media will be established when the 

determining critical mass of readers, listeners and viewers makes a request of its establishment. Radan 

Kanev alarms about a direct violation of the freedom of speech through a pressure by the government. 

According to him there is no freedom of speech, when the speech of the journalists is subject to other 

business interests of the owners.  

According to Svetla Vassileva the media are dependent in a commerce way on their owners. Vassileva shares 

3 examples with regards to the level of the freedom of speech in Bulgaria, which has experienced personally 

or has been witnessed to. Firstly, in 2001 she got a document, which reveals the real surname of a key 

oligarch. After providing herself with a certified copy by the state institution, and published it on Pozicii.net 

(Statements.net), an e-mail by google.bg with a request the article to be removed was received three hours 

later. She and her colleagues made the decision not to take off the article, but as a result Google has removed 

ads from Pozitsii.net. Secondly, a journalist, who sued Bulgaria in the court in Stasbourg last year, wanted to 

write an article on how the life in the ‘private town of Pravets’ goes. He suggested the topic to his editors at 

Sega Newspaper and the answer was to forget about the case. And thirdly, Vassileva sent  the book  

"”Pravets”. Chronicles of the private city " to which she is a co-author, to a journalist from Dnevnik 

Newspaper with the request to check out the facts and to conduct an own investigation. The answer she 

received was: 'our editors will disagree because negative articles about the town of Pravets are not ‘healthy’ 

 
46  The term refers to the process, which the activity of the oligarchic circles encompasses, added by A.D. 
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and provoke problems with ‘Lukoil’ and Diana Damianova.' These examples are even more disturbing due 

to the fact that the aforementioned newspapers tend to be more critical towards the government and to report 

independently. In this particular stories, it was obvious not the case 

Ivo Berov considers that the media remain blind for the clear evidence of involvement in corruption schemes 

and allegiance of the PM Boyko Borissov; the inactivity (failure) of the Prosecution and the Prosecutor 

Attorney General of Bulgaria with regards to these schemes and allegiance; the complete absence of any 

vision of the current government for the development of Bulgaria; the destruction of the small and medium 

enterprises; the oligarchic connections, the different authorities, and relationship  between the government 

and big business corporations, which wrenches  and distorts  the democratic rules and market relation; the 

deterioration of the economic indicators of Bulgaria - economic growth, unemployment, prices, wages, trade 

deficit, investments; the responsibility for the current government in terms of deteriorating the economic and 

social development indicators of the country; the Bulgarian villages are ravaged by organized crime gangs.  

Both journalists Sedlarska and Rouseva do neither call themselves bloggers, nor do they list reduta.bg as a 

blog-diary. But Rousseva agrees that if she was a blogger, she would have written more directly rather than 

today when she puts her own ‘fight brakes’  in order to express something in a softer way. Sedlarska shares 

that for her everything, which is personally, is socially important as well. 

Blogs and internet: a vital alternative for newsworthy and trustworthy reports  

The question with the limitation of the freedom of speech occurs when the people cannot find a platform in 

order to express their opinion. All the interviewees agree that the internet and the blogosphere are of crucial 

importance for the freedom of speech in Bulgaria. The thriving of the new phenomenon – the blogging is 

one of the greatest achievements of the ‘writing’ civil society in Bulgaria.  

Ivan Stambolov shared that he dares to say and write sharp things about powerful people and he has not 

thankfully been persecuted on these grounds. According to him the Internet is a vital and key corrective to 

the conventional media and, perhaps, this is one of the reasons why we witness more and more frequent 

attempts to put it under control. He underlines that there is a slight difference between the ability to say what 

you want and the possibility to find a platform or tribune to express it. If a person is limited to express its 

opinion, then the freedom of speech is limited and the problem emerges. According to Konstantin Pavlov, 

the level of the freedom of speech is very poor, although that there are some cases such as the Internet and 

some not very influential media. Rousseva observes also that there are niches online open for critical 

reviews and live alternatives. Berov states that a relative form of free and independent journalism exits only 

in the electronic network. Although that truly independent, capable, knowledgeable and talented journalists 

publish in several websites, their influence is negligible. Svetla Vassileva argues as well that the blogosphere 
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remains the only free and independent territory for expressing the opposing views.  

Whereas Simov claims that this lack of freedom of Expression is the ‘main reason of the thriving of a new 

phenomenon – the blogging”, Indzhev claims that his blog articles do not differ from what he writes in his 

books or in the newspapers which dare to give him a platform. To Alexander Simov’s opinion, the people 

have become more reliant on the analysis in blogs, rather than to the mainstream media. There are some 

articles that he may not publish in the newspaper, where he is working for, due to its media policy. He points 

out that although his editors know that he publishes more critical articles online, it does not reflect in any 

more severe or threatening actions towards him and his occupation in the newspaper.  

6. DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION  

This chapter presents the main findings designed within the theoretical framework. Main limitations of 

the study and a suggestion for further scientific research are discussed at the end. 

6.1. Discussion  

The current master thesis had the aim to investigate whether freedom of speech in Bulgaria is limited in its 

practice from the blogger's perspective. A significant amount of themes have been listed by the participants, 

which to a greater extent are related to the investigated topic. In order to conduct the study, I tried to present 

a relevant background of the media growth during the transition period, the level of journalism. I attempted 

to encompass the legal framework, in which the Bulgarian media actors operate. The current study consisted 

of valuable feedback and guidelines from reports from international organisations such as OSCE, indexes 

ranking the level of independence media, launched by Reporters without Borders and Freedom House.  

With regard to the first research question ‘How has the practice of freedom of speech in Bulgaria been 

challenged by the bloggers during Elections 2011?’, the outcome from interviews and articles shows that 

bloggers have had the need to share their opinions on issues, which they described as dangerous for 

democracy in the country and generally less covered by the media, especially during the past elections. 

Thus, bloggers challenged the themes related to democracy, political dependence, questionable media 

ownership and oligarchic lobbies. Some parts of these topics have been discussed by media scholars such as 

Raycheva, 2008; Balabanova, 2007; Popova, 2004 and Kutseva, 2012. According to the latter scholars, the 

lack of clarity in terms of the ownership of various media outlets, the economic pressure from the state, and 

the direct/indirect political influence question the prospects of media independence and create preconditions 

for self-censorship. Particular topics related to the lack of transparency in media ownership and the 

distribution of government advertising was also found in the Media Sustainability Index 2011 report (Media 

Sustainability Index 2011,  p.31).  The level of the Bulgarian media and its obscure dependence on the state 

and large-scale politicians were discussed in the OSCE report. Moreover, OSCE encouraged the Bulgarian 



[BLOGGING THE BULGARIAN ELECTIONS 2011] Adelina Dankova 
 

Page | 54  
 

government to revise the legal media framework, to assure transparency as well as the utmost dedication’ in 

the media ownership question OSCE, 2011, p. 26-27). 

The bloggers touched upon the extent of freedom of speech and drew a parallel between the former 

totalitarian government and the current political situation. They described freedom of speech as somewhat of 

an obstacle, posing a challenge to certain events, the latter being a highly reminiscent feature of authoritarian 

state regimes. The majority of their conclusions state the weakness of the media and its inability to defend 

the public interest. The media failed in its role to search, list and demand the possible solutions for the 

situation to improve.  Disreputable circles and businessmen, as well as long-lasting myths and methods used 

in totalitarian times, such as mediocrity, lying, and spying, make their presence felt in current times, thus 

posing a hindrance to democratic progress. Lobbying groups and mutual dependence between the state and 

its media force the latter into censorship in order to survive in the market. The concentration of power at one 

party in different branches makes some allusions to old times and questions the legitimacy of the democracy 

in Bulgaria. The last amendment in the law changed the number of the CEM numbers up to five (three 

elected by parliament and two appointed by the president) (Štětka, 2011, p. 14). The latter allegedly 

concentrated media control (function) in the hands of representatives of the ruling party, given that GERB 

had the biggest Parliamentary group and that the new elected president was nominated and supported by 

GERB. In addition, according to one of the interviewees, the appointment of the Vice Prime Minister and the 

Minister of Interior Tsvetan Tsvetanov as a Campaign Manager of GERB political headquarter during the 

Elections represented a conflict of interests, par excellence.  

In terms of the second research question How have the democratic foundations in Bulgaria been discussed 

by the bloggers in their articles?, the bloggers touched upon different levels of the democracy. For some of 

them, Bulgaria is governed out of the normality, for others the government possesses some features of 

dictatorship, which might threaten the democratic foundation. The analysis of the text show that a vast 

majority of the bloggers write direct or indirect about the need of the emergence of a new right wing project. 

The selling and buying of the votes, the vote fraud, the organizational chaos during the Elections 2011, the 

incompetence of the government, the lack of media criticism, all of these themes are touched upon in the 

blog entries. They are overlapping with the main findings from the interviews. The CDA of the text shows 

that these disturbing actions represent a serious threat for the democratic foundation in the country. I assume 

that as long as the main themes from the interviews and these one from the articles are overlapping, it means 

that the bloggers follow a common thread in expressing their opinions and concerns in terms of the 

democracy in Bulgaria. The discussed topic related to the lack of clarity in the media ownership and the paid 

coverage are connected to the democracy as well. There are still critical journalists, but in order to survive 
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they write with the language of La Fontaine with subtle meanings and implications, as it is the case with 

Luboslava Rousseva and Vesselina Sedlarska, whose articles are published in the mainstream media initially.  

The outcome from the third research question Which are the main themes related to the limitation of the 

practice of the freedom of speech the bloggers address in their interviews?, shows that the bloggers have 

addressed sensitive topics, including pressure on journalists, the Militsia style and the organizational chaos, 

the vote fraud, the buying and selling of the votes during the Elections 2011, police violence, the level of 

Bulgarian journalism (described as ‘helpless’), and the increasing fear in the society and among the media. 

Moreover, they discussed the need for the emergence of a new right-wing project and labelled the 

government and the PM Borissov as ‘incompetent’.  Regardless of the fact that the need of a new right-wing 

project is not deliberately connected to freedom of speech and its possible limitations, the discussants have 

devoted  time and effort to present their opinions and present the citizens with the pros and cons of it. The 

need for a right-wing project might be discussed in terms of the balance in the society and in politics. People 

with right-wing affiliations need their representation in the Parliament. Any lack of balance leads to 

disproportion in society, which on the other hand, creates conditions for limitations, triggering civil 

discontent.  

The bloggers' answers indicate that they consider that this dependence, and lobbying practices, as well as the 

use of journalism as a trade market during elections, are indeed among the most alarming phenomena. The 

same opinion is shared by the former U.S. Ambassador in Sofia James Pardew and by Jim Loftus47, a 

political consultant, special advisor to the Barack Obama campaign, who has participated in three elections 

in Bulgaria (starting in 2003) and has lived in the country mostly during the last six years. According to him 

the biggest threat to freedom of speech in Bulgaria is 'corruption within the media itself, in general, and 

collusion between media outlets and politicians, in particular.’ Loftus states that Bulgarians can and do 

exercise freedom of expression, but they are in a moment of extreme economic dislocation and are 

disillusioned with what’s happening in the country. The political analyst and former MP Ilia Petrov 48 shares 

a similar opinion, claiming that the freedom of speech in Bulgaria exists by definition only, and ‘is extremely 

limited due to the increasing intimidation among journalists to dare to report the truth’. 

By and large, the respondents consider that there are still promising and professional bloggers, who present 

qualitative material with a critical point of view. Furthermore, they consider this to be one of the best 

achievements of the Bulgarian civil society and its civic form of journalism. 

Although the freedom of the mass media is guaranteed by Article 40 (1) and it is claimed among the greatest 
                                                 
47  The questions have been sent via e-mail in January 2012 and the answers have been submitted on March, 1st 2012. Stockholm, 
Sofia. Jim Loftus, international political consultant. 
48 The interview was conducted via e-mail on November, 22nd, 2011, Stockholm, Sofia. Ilia Petrov, former Member of Parliament 
(1997-2001) and current political analyst. 
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achievements during the transition period, Bulgaria tends to have inherited tradition in self-censorship and 

self-control. (Bulgarian Constitution, 1991); Raycheva, 2008). Along with the scholars mentioned above, 

Matthias Barner (2011) and Ilia Petrov are alarming about the increasing phenomenon of self-censorship in 

the media. According to Elizabeth Noelle-Neumann (1993, p. 6) and her theoretical model Spiral of Silence 

(SOS), the fear of isolation is the basis of self-censorship and control. The question regarding self-censorship 

has also been detected in the SEEMO 2003 World Press Freedom Review in Balabanova, 2007, p.71). 

Perhaps, the mutual dependence of state and media, particularly the fear for lack of influential political 

support essential for survival on the competitive market, force them to self-censor. Interviewees, scholars 

and media experts consider the problem's increased growth and mark it as threatening to the democratic 

foundation of Bulgaria. To self-censor is, perhaps, among the biggest and alarming mistakes, which a media 

might commit. Thus, failure to defend the public interest by searching the responsible actors who can and 

must improve the political situation is evident. However, the media scholar Milena Kirova (2011, p. 99) 

argues that the Bulgarian blogosphere is seen as a space without censorship and restriction, where active 

citizens have the potential to mobilize the civil society, to influence on it and to form public opinion.  

The broader conclusions, which this study might draw upon are related to the democracy in general. 

Strömbäck (2005, p. 332) argues that democracy and media are intertwining concepts of a mutual 

dependance and complementary. They depend on each other, because democracy is the only form of 

government that respects freedom of speech, expression and information and stresses the independence of 

the media from the state. The existence of the public sphere and the civil society are mandatory for the 

democracy.  According to Habermas, the essence of the modern public sphere is the rational debate and the 

public sphere comes into existence when citizens communicate, share and d discuss opinions and hold 

discussions (ST: 27 in Edgar, 2005, p.31).   

The blogosphere is part of the public sphere; active participants allow and encourage debates within the civil 

society. Brown (2009: 27, 31) argues that one of the main features of blogs is the absence of editor or a 

publisher, who moderates the content. What is interesting is that the most high-profile bloggers are in fact 

political journalists (Sundar, Edwards, Hu, Stavrositu, 2007, p.83). The bloggers, citizens and journalists 

represent the so called citizen journalism. Romano (2010, p. 19-20) analyses this type of journalism 

involving citizens using the Internet to play an active role in the process of collecting, reporting, analyzing 

and disseminating news and information. Among the biggest criticisms of the blogs and the citizen 

journalism is the lack of gatekeeping, which questions objectivity and accuracy of the reported information. 

Regardless, the bloggers/citizen journalists tend to create own “community standards” of gatekeeping.  

If we take into consideration Strömbäck's explanation of the democracy models, I would place Bulgaria 

between the participatory and the competitive model of democracy. Elections 2011 witnessed a significant 
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civil engagement via blogs and this was shared by the participants in the study. The positive aspect of the 

bloggers engagement facilitated the process of the democracy in the country. The latter could serve as a 

good base for transformation to the deliberative model of democracy, where all actors on all levels are 

participating in the public debate. The civil involvement speaks for a stronger civil society, where as 

stronger as the latter is, the more the democracy flourishes (Strömbäck ,2005, p. 336).  

By and large, by interviewing knowledgeable and experienced bloggers, as Rubin and Rubin (2005, p. 67) 

suggest, analyzing the language as first level of the CDA method, using the main concepts of democracy, 

civil society, public sphere, citizen journalism, blogging and self-censorship, my findings show that when 

the democratic foundation, thus the democracy as such, its building up are threatened, any further 

development is to a grater extent inhibited. The freedom of speech might flourish when there are grounds for 

democracy and its correctly function in terms of the media. The lack of balance between them creates 

preconditions for self-censorship. Luckily, the public debate in the Bulgarian blogosphere tends to list 

topics, which the bloggers find important and according to them are less covered by the mainstream media. 

However, this citizen journalism activity is important for the democracy in the country, but not sufficient. 

On the one hand, Drake (2010, p. 131) argues that democratic process depends to a greater extent on the 

correct function of the public sphere with active participants, which encourage the debate and contribute to 

the public opinion-formation. On the other hand, Nancy Fraser, who criticizes Habermas's public sphere 

theory, highlights the emergence of the counterpublics. The blogoshpere is a representative of this 

counterpublics when some debate is lacking from t he main public sphere and finds room for discussion in 

alternative one. Fraser (1990: p. 70, 75) names as weak publics the ones which encompass only opinion-

formation without decision-making, and strong publics, those that embrace both. Hence, in order for the 

Bulgarian public sphere to transform into a strong public, the main actors - government, institutions, media, 

citizens- need to maintain a discussion which empower public opinion and decision-making. The study 

shows that this process is not yet finished. The encouraging observations are that there are grounds for it.  

6.2. Conclusion  

To sum up, the outcome from the conducted interviews and the CDA on the blog articles justified my initial 

aim: there is a freedom of speech in Bulgaria, but its practice during elections is explicitly limited or in some 

towns and villages even completely missing. The participants in the current study agreed that the platform of 

self-expression is of crucial importance for the existence of the freedom of speech. They are concerned 

enough about the expanding fear among citizens and media. A possible conclusion might be drawn that the 

current government possesses some features of authoritarian regimes, but still it is ways better than during 

the totalitarian times. The lack of professional journalism, the lack of substance in the media reports and the 

explicit weakness to protect the public interest and the main human rights are among the most alarming and 
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disturbing conclusions, which the bloggers drew. These outstanding characteristics along with dependence 

on power and lobbying circles and the blurred boundary between the role of the politics and the media create 

media self-censorship which is threatening for the democratic foundation in the country and for the freedom 

of speech as its basis. Perhaps, the problem with the Bulgarian media environment is not rooted in the law 

itself rather than in its implementation. According to the opinions of the participants, the Bulgarian 

blogosphere tends to be at its thriving stage. The interviewees agreed that there are some critical online 

media websites, but in overall, the blogs are the space, where people might search for critical and 

trustworthy information.  

6.3. Limitations and drawbacks 

I would say that among the biggest limitations of this study is that the significant amount of material, which 

made limit myself and to draw more general conclusions. I realized that in some parts some main topics and 

trends are overlapping, which in a way justifies my initial, personal hypothesis, which made me conducting 

this research. I tried to choose bloggers with different occupations and political affiliations, age and 

interests. In terms of age and interests, I assume that I met my primary requirements-the respondents are 

between 34 and 58 years old, with a wide variety of interests such as art, advertising, literature, and history; 

the majority of them have an journalistic or philological education and work either as journalists, or as 

advertising consultants; there is one engineer and Information Technology (IT) expert, a lawyer and active 

politician, an expert in energy industry. I have some hesitations in terms of their political affiliations. From 

the interviews I have conducted, I realized that one of the bloggers is with left-wing affiliations and 3 of 

them with strong right-wing beliefs.  I can only guess what the other respondents have as political credos, 

but probably, the majority of them shares right wing affiliations, as well. Looking from that perspective, the 

representation of the right wing people to left wing interviewees is lacking a balance. The other possible 

limitation is in terms of the lack of a deeper knowledge in terms of my respondents’ political interests, 

although that I had some hypothesis. Further assumptions on this ground do not find room in the thesis. And 

at the end, I have been translating the material, which, perhaps, affected to some extent the outcome. 

Overall, the topic was very broad and tangled even broader notions such as democracy, politics, large-scale 

business, influence and lobbying. The conclusions in terms of the limitations of the freedom of speech from 

the blogger's perspective are relevant only for this project. It would be interesting to investigate the 

mainstream media and blogs via  interviews with active journalists and bloggers and a full CDA analysis on 

media reports and blog entries which would distinguish more clearly whether the freedom of speech is 

limited in the media and whether the blogosphere plays an alternative role for it in a further study This 

paper, at least, mapped out the main features that according to the bloggers show there are restrictions on  

the media and which propelled the bloggers to be more active in their alternative platform for expression.  
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7. GLOSSARY  

ATAKA party – the extremist right wing party in the 41st Parliament  

BBC- British Broadcasting Corporation 

BBT- Balkan Bulgarian Television 

BNR- Bulgarian National Radio 

BNT- Bulgarian National Television 

BSP -Bulgarian Socialist Party 

BTA- Bulgarian Telegraph Agency 

CDA- Critical Discourse Analysis 

CEC -Central Election Commission in Republic of Bulgaria  

CEM- Council for Electronic Media in Republic of Bulgaria  

CEO- Chief Executive Officer 

CME – Central European Media Enterprises 

Coalition for Bulgaria – the socialist coalition in the 41st Parliament 

DSB- Democrats for Strong Bulgaria, a right-wing political party in Republic of Bulgaria 

ECHR- European Convention on Human Rights 

EU- European Union 

FMD- Foundation Media Democracy in Republic of Bulgaria  

GERB (this is the abbreviation in Bulgarian)- Citizens for European Development of Bulgaria, the ruling 

party in Republic of Bulgaria 

ICCPR -International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 

IT- Information Technology 

MIA- Ministry of Interior Affairs of Republic of Bulgaria  

MP- Member of Parliament of Republic of Bulgaria  

MRF- Movement for Rights and Freedoms, a political party, which represents the Turkish minority in 

Republic of Bulgaria  

MTG- Modern Times Group, an international entertainment broadcasting 

NATO- North Atlantinc Treaty Organization 

NDSV -National Movement Simeon II 

NGO- Non-Governmental Organization 

NMSS- National Movement for Stability and Prosperity  

NSI- National Statistical Institute of Republic of Bulgaria  

OSCE-Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe 



[BLOGGING THE BULGARIAN ELECTIONS 2011] Adelina Dankova 
 

Page | 60  
 

PM- Prime Minister of Republic of Bulgaria  

PR- Public Relations 

PS-  refers to Haberma’s article (1974) on the Public Sphere, published at New German Critique (check out 

the references chapter) 

RWB- Reporters Without Borders 

SBS - Scandinavian Broadcasting Systems 

SBS- Scandinavian Broadcasting Systems 

SEC-Section Election Commission in Republic of Bulgaria  

SEEMO- South East Europe Media Organisation 

SJC - Supreme Judicial Council of the Republic of Bulgaria 

SOS  - Spiral of Silence theory by Elizabeth Noelle-Neumann 

ST – refers to Habermas’ main book 1989a [1962]. The Structural Transformation of the Public Sphere: An 

Inquiry into a Category of a Bourgeois Society (check out the references chapter) 

The Blue Coalition - is a political coalition in Bulgaria, founded in early 2009 by center-right parties. Its 

members are Union of Democratic Forces (UDF), Democrats for a Strong Bulgaria (DSB), United 

Agrarians, Bulgarian Social Democratic Party (BSDP), Radical Democratic Party in Bulgaria (RDPB) 

U.S- United States 

UDF -Union of Democratic Forces, a right political party in Bulgaria  

USA- United States of America 

WAZ- Westdeutsche Allgemeine Zeitung 
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9. APPENDIX 1 

Interview Guide 

Questions to the bloggers, who have written the investigated articles as follows:  

 

1. Can you make a short presentation of yourself: your name, age, professional background and 

main interests? 

2. What were the reasons why you have started writing a blog? 

3. For how long have you been maintaining your blog? 

4. How do you describe the aim of your blog? What are the main topics you are writing about? 

5. During the so called 'transition period”, the Bulgarian media passed through media development 

(media pluralism, independence, diversity, legal regulations). How do you estimate the situation 

nowadays in terms of this development in a democratic society?  

6. How do you describe the level of the Freedom of Speech in Bulgaria, EU and NATO full member 

state nowadays?  

7. According to Reporters Without Borders Report 2011, Bulgaria is still among the lagging 

performers in EU in terms of Freedom of Speech (80th place in the world together with countries 

like Chilie, Serbia). What are your observations as a journalist/person, who follows the political 

and social situation in Bulgaria?  

8. The blog articles tend to be more personal and to express more strongly the personal position of 

the author. Do you feel any border, which you are crossing every time, changing the roles in 

which you are acting: as a journalist and as a blogger? (ONLY if the blogger is a journalist)  

9. What are your observations in relation to the level of the Freedom of Speech and the media 

reports during the last elections held in Bulgaria? 

10. Can you recall any significant events during the elections which might be distinctive in terms of 

the democratic foundations in Bulgaria? Are there any important questions, which have been 

brought into discussion in the Bulgarian society afterwards? 
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11. In the blog article, you …..(a question, addressed to the first of the blogger's article) 

12. In the blog article, you …..(a question, addressed to the second of the blogger's article) 

And on the final of our conversation, could you, please, give some details with regards to the web 

stats of your blog: what is the amount of visits per day, are they local and/or international, what is the 

approximate amount of each type? What is the amount of visits of your articles (the two chosen ones) 

and how many comments are there under them?  

 

10. APPENDIX 2 

About the bloggers  

 

Alexander Simov is 34-years old journalist with 15-years extensive experience in the field. His interests are 

mainly related to the politics, international relations (EU and the Arab world). He has been maintaining 

http://alexsimov.blogspot.com/ since the end of 2006, but he became more active in writing during the 

second half of 2007. The reasons he started blogging were that he wanted to create an online archive for his 

articles. During the time, he realized that his blog is quite frequently read, which made him writing even 

more. The topics are mainly related to politics. According to him there is a deficit of writing journalist in 

internet and in a way the blogs remain the last line of defense against the withdrawal of all freedom.   

 

Ivan Stambolov is 49-years old, who is expert in advertising and public relations business.  He is familiar 

with texts, paratexts, metatexts, which are the foundation of his university degree. His interests are different, 

at the moment he devotes his time in investigating the Italian Renaissance during 14th - 16th century. He has 

been maintaining http://sull.bg since 2006.  Stambolov shares that blogging is his personal entertainment and 

in a way could be defined as a philological exhibitionism. The  reason why he started maintaining an own 

blog was because his good friend Alexander Bozhkov49,began blogging. When he realized that his blog 

provoked the public opinion to its formation, the responsibility increased. So far he has been writing 

preferably about politics by critisizing the government and trying to teach people what conservatism is and 

what it encompasses.  

 

                                                 
49  A footnote, added by me: Alexander Bozhkov (August 9, 1951 – August 23, 2009) was Deputy Prime Minister and Industry 

Minister of Bulgaria from 1997 to 1999. He was born in Sofia and died there on August 23, 2009 after years of prolonged 
illness, most recently cancer. He was 58. (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alexander_Bozhkov ). 

http://alexsimov.blogspot.com/
http://sull.bg/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alexander_Bozhkov


[BLOGGING THE BULGARIAN ELECTIONS 2011] Adelina Dankova 
 

Page | 71  
 

Konstantin Pavlov- Komitata is 43 years old, working in a non-governmental organization (NGO), 

engineer by education, an IT expert, whose favorite word is freedom. He has been maintaining 

http://komitata.blogspot.com since March 3rd, 2006 (Bulgrarian National Day). The reasons why he started 

blogging with the co-author Stoycho were because of the fact that he wanted to share most of the interesting 

things he observed.  The most discussed topics are related to politics, digital rights, cultural events (concerts, 

festivals, etc.), FYR Macedonia, personal experiences, his two nieces. Pavlov is one of the founders and an 

active participant in the project "Politikat.net". The idea goes back in 2009, when Konstantin Pavlov as a 

constitutor of "14th January Foundation" starts with other colleagues the project Politikat.net (a civil 

initiative, which aims to reduce the political hypocrisy). He was awarded by ‘Mtel Media Masters’ for his 

blog article ‘The winter of the future’.  

 

Svetla Vassileva is 48 years old, who works as lecturer in pedagogy and psychology. Her interests are 

related to politics, economics, and education. She has been maintaining http://chara.blog.bg  since 2007. The 

blog motto is “My position”. The main topics are energy, the town of Pravets, the constructions made by 

GERB, the actual issues of the transition period, the hopes and dreams of the people. The reasons she started 

blogging are mainly two: due to the un-transparent information, which was presented to the citizens in terms 

of the energy prices and because of the fear and the total feudalization of the town of Pravets from the local 

government. Information from her article “The private cities of Bulgaria” (2008) became a part of the book 

"The New Bulgarian Demons", written by the German investigative journalist Juergen Roth. 50 According to 

the stats, her blog is among the high ranked in the blog.bg. 

 

Ivo Indzhev is 57-years old journalist, who worked as a correspondent of the Bulgarian Telegraph Agency 

(BTA) in Beirut between 1983-87, as BTA’s Director General from 1990 to 1993, as an author of 

longstanding of commentaries in most of the print and electronic media with national distribution in 

Bulgaria, Radio Free Europe and the global issue of the BBC, as Deputy chairman of the Ethics Commission 

in the electronic media – broadcasting in Bulgaria. He was as well a host on a political show “Strike in the 

center” on bTV (first private television, owned by that time by Rupert Murdock). The show was quickly 

taken off the air because of asking an awkward question  (wether one of the bosses, who trades with 

weapons has bought a flat for Georgi Parvanov) to Georgi Parvanov, who was running for a second mandate 

during the Presidential Elections in 2006. He has been maintaining http://ivo.bg  since the end of March 

2008. The reasons why started blogging  were “personal and "forced" due to the confrontation with the 

President Parvanov and the management of BTV, standing at the former president’s side. He writes by habit 
                                                 
50  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Svetla_Vassileva, last accessed April 26th 2012.  

http://komitata.blogspot.com/
http://chara.blog.bg/
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- and hopefully to be recognized - by vocation.  

 

Ivo Berov is 58-years old, who is a journalist and  former Editor-in-Chief of Sedem Newspaper. He used to 

work as a reporter and a TV anchor at the Bulgarian National Radio, as a reporter, a journalist and a 

scriptwriter at the Bulgarian National Television, as a columnist at Democracy Newspaper51. His interests 

are various - history, painting, archeology, composing songs lyrics, astrophysics, treasure hunting, taking 

pictures and making short videos. Berov has been maintaining http://ivoberov.blog.bg since February, 17th 

2007 staring by a coincidence. The topics he writes about are related to his experience, politics, history, 

various tours, literature.  

 

Radan Kanev is 36-years old with university degree in law and works as a lawyer. He is an active 

politician, deputy-chairman of DSB since November 2011. His interests have always been related to the 

social life and activities. He has been maintaining http://radankanev.blogspot.com since the autumn in 2006 

with a particular aim to support the candidate for President Nedelcho Beronov. “The notes of the reformists” 

in its current content exists since the beginning of 2007. Kanev describes his blog as political. The main 

topics are related to the changes in politics, the change in the rules, according to which we live. The word 

“reforms” is old and in a way discredited. But this is how he perceives a political change for less corruption 

and more prosperity and personal security. Kanev was ranked among the most influential bloggers according 

to the Bulgarian edition of Forbes Magazine (2012, p.49). 

 

Luboslava Rousseva is 41-years old, who has a philology degree and is working as a journalist. Her 

interests are connected with literature, music and travels. She started writing for www.reduta.bg a year ago. 

Rousseva claims that the web-platform has the reputation of a zone for free and independent opinions. She 

underlines that the web-platform is a place, which gathers the articles of several friends, who are writing 

publications for various and different media. Their desire was to create an independent territory for 

comments and analyzes, where they will not be disturbed by media magnates or the Prime Minister. She 

describes her articles as political analysis and articles, related to publicism. In the beginning of 2012, she 

was awarded in the category ‘the bravest commentary’ with the article ‘What is this BAM effect and does it 

have any grounds in our country’ in the competition for an independent journalism “Brave reporters”, 

organised by “Sofia Press”  and the Center for media development. 

 
                                                 
51  It tended to serve as the party newspaper of the political party UDF (United Democratic Forces) during 1990-2002. 

http://ivoberov.blog.bg/
http://radankanev.blogspot.com/
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Vsselina Sedlarska is 57-years old journalist, who has a diploma in community journalism52 in the United 

States. She writes for large variety of Bulgarian media. 14 years ago she started writing for national media, 

but resides in the town of Sliven53 and she is still the only one. Her interests are in the areas of the access to 

information, the rights of the minority groups, the national psychology.  She is among the writers (bloggers), 

who publish articles on www.reduta.bg and her first articles dates from March, 4th 2011 (the blog’s starting 

date). Sedlarska shares that the purpose of creation of the web-platform was to be a place for independent 

journalism, which in Bulgaria is about to disappear. 

 

11. APPENDIX 3 

Tables  

 

Table 1  

TABLE WITH DATA REGARDING TO THE NUMBER OF NEWSPAPERS,  

PROVIDED BY THE NATIONAL STATISTICAL INSTITUTE (NSI)54 

 

Year 2005 2010 

Number of newspapers  423 359 

Annual circulation (copies) 310 023.1  340 812  

Daily Newspapers 60 60 

Weekly newspapers  183 148 

 

 

 

                                                 
52  A.D. 
53  Sliven (Bulgarian: Сливен) is the eighth-largest city in Bulgaria and the administrative and industrial centre of Sliven 

Province and municipality. It is a relatively large town with 89,848 inhabitants. (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sliven ) 
54 National Statistical Institute. Issued newspapers- Data (Издадени вестници по периодичност – Данни), 2011. [online] 

Available at <http://www.nsi.bg/otrasal.php?otr=24&a1=584&a2=597#cont>  [Accessed 16 May 2012]. 

http://www.reduta.bg/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sliven
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Table 2  

PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS 201155
 

 First Round Runoff 

Major Candidates/ for President 

and Vice President/ 56

Votes Percentage of 

the votes  

Votes Percentage of 

the votes  

Meglena Shtilianova Kuneva 

(Меглена Щилиянова Кунева)  

Lyubomir Hristov Hristov 

(Любомир Христов Христов) 

Initiative Committee  

470808 14.00%   

Rossen Assenov Plevneliev 

(Росен Асенов Плевнелиев) 

Margarita Stefanova Popova 

(Маргарита Стефанова Попова) 

Political Party GERB 

1 349 380 40.11% 1 698 136 52.58% 

Rumen Dimitrov Hristov (Румен 

Димитров Христов) 

Emanuil Nikolov Yordanov 

(Емануил Николов Йорданов) 

Coalition ”Union of the Right 

Forces” – ODF, United Agrarians, 

Democratic Party, Gergiovden 

Movement, Union Free 

Democrats, BDS “Radikali”,  

БДФ 

65 761 1.95%   

                                                 
55 Central Election Commission, 2011. Results, Round First, 2011.[online] Available at: 

<http://results.cik.bg/tur1/prezidentski/index.html > [Accessed 16 May 2012]. and  Central Election Commission, 2011. Results, 

Runoff, 2011.[online] Available at: <http://results.cik.bg/tur2/prezidentski/index.html > [Accessed 16 May 2012]. 
56  The spelling of the names is mine, A.D. 
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Ivaylo Georgiev Kalfin (Ивайло 

Георгиев Калфин) 

Stefan Lambov Danailov (Стефан 

Ламбов Данаилов) 

Political Party Bulgarian Socialist 

Party  

974 300 28.96% 1 531 193 47.42% 
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