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Abstract 
This paper presents investigations on integration of Chilean Diaspora in Sweden. Large 

groups of Chilean refugees arriving in the 1970s and 1980s in multiple waves. Sweden was 

known as a country with a very generous refugee policy allowing numerous entries to stay.  

Reflections are made on the refugees in the different waves, the legal view on refugee status 

and the division into political and economical refugees. Interviews with Chileans how they 

integrated are included. The questions analysed are if there is any differences in integration 

process between first and second wave and what the impact was of the first wave being 

political and second wave economical refugees. The paper includes a short summary of the 

historical events leading to the flow of refugees, theories behind integration and why language 

and identity is important factors in the integration process. The political refugees in the first 

wave had a significant influence on the awareness among the Swedish population on the 

situation for Chileans after the military coup. 
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1 Introduction 

1.1 The problem 

Before the military coup Chile had a socialist government lead by Salvador Allende who 

implemented several socialist reforms prior to the coup. Left-wing press was quickly 

suppressed and politically active people were soon hunted by the new government. Nightly 

curfew was imposed years to come (Collier and Sater 1996:359). 

 

After the tragic events leading to the military coup by General Augusto Pinochet on 

September 11, 1973, a large number of Chileans applied for asylum in Sweden as refugees in 

feared for their lives (Bildt 1988:143).  

 

Sweden was known to have a very generous refugee policy allowing numerous entries to stay 

and many was granted asylum during Olof Palme years of governing 1973-1976 (Prime 

Minister from 1969-1976 and 1982-1986). They came to Sweden in multiple waves. Those 

arriving in the 1970s arrived as political refugees and at the time of their entry many 

participants of this first Chilean wave had no intention of staying in Sweden. They would 

return to Chile when the dictatorship ended and that occurred in 1990 (Camacho 2011:69). 

 

Those who came in the 1980s, also claimed to be political refugees despite the fact that they 

were economical refugees, namely, they primarily came due to economic reasons and many 

have had problems to integrate (Ibid:89). This view is also confirmed by Lars Bildt (1988) 

that Pinochet economic policies caused severe economic shocks, including decline in wages, 

high unemployment and inflation. The refugees appeared to be economical rather than 

political and mostly members of the working and lower social classes. 

 

I choose to study the Chilean Diaspora in Sweden for the fact that Chilean refugees arrived in 

different waves and integrated with different level of success. Two principal factors 

determined why the Chilean Diaspora decided to immigrate to Sweden.  
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Many came for political reason, the first factor, during the Pinochet years of governing. The 

majority of the population emigrating from Chile in the 1980s was affected by the deep 

economical crisis, the second factor, and there is a widely spread understanding that it was the 

economic crisis more than political reason that fuelled the migration in this time period, that 

substantially decreased in the decades that followed. Today the number of Chileans living in 

Sweden exceeds 42,000 and many have an occupation within culture and some even in 

politics (Salas 2010:30). 

  

As a consequence of the immigration to Sweden for political and economical reason a third 

reason for migration have emerged, migrating due to family reunification. In many families 

one member has been the first to migrate and remaining members have followed (Ibid:35).  

 

Scholars argue if the working class Chileans had an easier time to integrate in the Swedish 

society than the intellectuals. Some argue the intellectuals, who primarily came in the first 

wave but were a minority, generally integrated easier than the working class and others argue 

the opposite. Could the working class Chileans quickly entered into the Swedish labour 

market? 

 

1.2 Object of the research and questions of the 
investigation 

 

The objective of this paper is to investigate how the Chilean Diaspora integrates into the 

Swedish society. The study will focus on the following questions: 

 

 Is it a difference in the integration process between the first and the second wave?  

Why? 

 Has it an impact that the first wave was political refugees and second wave 

economical refugees?    

 

In my investigation I will try to find out if the intention of the political or economical refugees 

from the beginning has been to integrate in Sweden or if the decision has been taken after 
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staying in Sweden for some time. The reason for the change of mind will be investigated 

further and how successful their integration has been. 

 

1.3 Methodological approach 
 
For the principal method of my investigation I will be using Ethnography as described by 

author Charlotte A. Davies, (1999) in her book Reflexive Ethnography:  A guide to 

Researching Selves and Others.  According to Davies, to a good technique on unstructured 

interview the ethnographer usually establishes a relationship with the person before they meet.  

Semi-structured interviewing is increasingly popular and recognized for the qualitative result. 

It is important to stay focus on the subject so the interviewee does not wonder away from the 

questions. A recorder device is often used to allow the ethnographer to give all attention to the 

interviewee. The elimination of taking notes allows the ethnographer to interact in a much 

more qualitative way on all details of the conversation (Davies 1999:1-8).  

 

Ethnography method will be use as primary source. In my case I will conduct qualitative 

interviews in an unstructured and semi-structure way, it is important to do this way to make 

the interviewee comfortable and get to know each other. Having the questionnaires in front of 

me is to keep the interviewee focus so they will not start wondering around. The interviews 

will be recorded and transcribed for future references in my investigation.  

 

My ambition is to have at least ten first and second wave immigrants from Chile with    

different age range, class, education and gender in what roles men and women have in 

society. The questions will go in-depth on family issue including historical background, 

integration, identity, discriminatory impacts and the language barrier.   

 

After having my first interview with a scholar, Fernando Camacho Padilla, the snowball 

method leads to mainly professors and intellectuals. Although I had intended to interview 

Chileans with different background, gender and class the time constraint for this investigation 

limits the interviewees to intellectuals and people with a few other backgrounds. 
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All interviewees were between the ages of 35-50 years old. The ethnographic interview            

ranged in duration from 30 to 90 minutes and they were primarily conducted in English and 

Swedish language. The interviewees were also fluent in Spanish, Swedish and English 

language consequently allowing them to switch into Spanish if necessary. Most interviews 

took place in the city, office or at their home. Before the start of the interview the 

questionnaires was emailed to prepare them for the interview. 

 

As a secondary source I have chosen the author Fernando Camacho Padilla (2011) and his 

book Una Vida Para Chile. The book is relevant in relation to my research questions and 

covers issues on political refugees, immigrants arriving due to economical reasons, politics 

and cultural aspects. Chilean immigration in the different waves from 1973 and forward is 

included.  Fernando Camacho Padilla, a historian who has investigated for many years the 

issue of Chileans Diaspora in Sweden.   

A variety of other books from Latin American authors are also selected as being relevant to 

my study elaborating on the immigration and integration of Chilean Diaspora in Sweden. 

The main books and articles referred to have a historical perspective on the selected time 

period. Also books related to the importance of religion among Chilean Diaspora are used. 

 

1.4 Limitations 

 

Recent books by Latin American authors about first and second wave refugees I could not       

find therefore, older books by Swedish scholars Lars Bildt (1988) Om Chilenare, Peter Winn 

(2009) Flyktingar och emigranter, Svante Lundberg (1977) Latinamerikanska Flyktingar i 

Sverige and Magnus Mörner (2003) Half A Century in Retrospect were used.  Fernando 

Camacho (2011) Una Vida Para Chile is used as my main author. 

 

From the beginning I limited the number of interviews to ten. This is insufficient to make any     

conclusion about integration questions in the Chilean community. Almost only intellectuals 

agreed to be interviewed. Only one working class accepted. Some interviewees were hesitant 

and vigilant to open up, possibly for the reason that it brings back memories from their past. I 
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am furthermore not a Chilean, if I were they may be willing to converse further and give me 

their attention.  

 

In the midst of only one working class interviewee, I am lacking information on their view of 

the questions. Three of the refugees asked to participate were from the working class but 

refused to take part in the interview. With a majority of refugees being working class, this is 

not enhancing my paper. I would have preferred to include interviewees with a background 

reflecting the situation in Sweden. Now I am generally limited to the intellectuals view. 

 

1.5 Concepts 

 

The idea of Diaspora1 and why they are important as stated by Esman (2009) Diasporas in the 

Contemporary World, Diaspora may contribute as a non-state actor in international affairs. 

With no doubt have the Chilean Diaspora affected both politics and culture within Sweden. 

As Sweden already had a good relationship with the Allende regime the interests in Chile was 

already established. When the dictatorship begun Sweden quickly started supporting the 

Chileans that needed to move and the Chilean Diaspora community rapidly grew in Sweden. 

As many were intellectuals the Chilean Diaspora have not only been represented by the 

poorest of the poor but also influenced in the academic part of Sweden (Esman 2009:8). 

 

The future of the Diaspora community can be argued. As many Chileans do integrate well 

over time and the second generation often find them more at home in Sweden than in Chile, it 

is very likely that the Chilean Diaspora community gradually will be absorbed by the Swedish 

society. As the religion and the culture among the Chilean Diaspora is closer to traditions and 

culture within Sweden compared to many other Diaspora groups, their chances of remaining a 

Diaspora community is probably smaller than for most others (Ibid:9-10). 

 

                                                   
 
1 Diaspora - Any transnational migrant community that maintains material or sentimental attachments to 

its country of origin (its home country), while adapting to the limitations and opportunities in its country 
of settlement (its host country) (Esman 2009:14). 
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It is important to know the concept of refugee, if a person is an immigrant or a refugee when 

they enter the country.  Sweden honours the Geneva Convention relating to refugees adopted 

on 28 July 1951. In short, the resolution defines a refugee as a person who is forced to leave 

the home country for reasons detailed in article 1 of the protocol. A limitation of the                

convention is that it only applies to events taking place prior to 1 January 1951. The General 

Assembly Resolution 2198 added 16 December, 1966 makes the Convention also applicable  

for events occurring after 1 January, 1951 (UNHCR:5-562) 

 

The purpose of the Convention is to provide an agreed upon framework for governments how 

to work with refugee situation. Based on the Convention the Swedish Government could         

without any doubts classify the Chileans applying for asylum after the military coup as 

refugees, based on fear for the protection provided by the home country because of each 

applicant political opinion or membership in political organizations (Ibid).  

 

In Flyktingskap by Svante Lundberg (1989), entering a country as a political or economical 

refugee is not as obvious as it might appears; defining a political refugee is an ongoing 

process. Many times the government policy of the country chosen has an impact. If asylum is 

granted very easily, immigrants also claim refugee status to receive an easy entry into their 

new country. When migration officials notice the increase in applications and political activity 

from the applicant is hard to prove ‘immigrant for economical reason’ is often used as an 

argument for denial of entry. The opposite occurs when immigrants from a specific country is 

received as an attractive labour source. Moreover, political refugees pretend they arrive as 

‘economical immigrants’ to avoid the procedure to prove their political activities as a reason 

for asylum (Lundberg 1989:95-101). 

 

                                                   
 
2 http://www.unhcr.se/en/no_cache/about-us/1951-refugee-convention.html?cid=2008&did=258&sechash=1cba8442 
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Swedish migration policy in the 1970s made it possible for Chileans to immigrate if all the 

documents were in place prior to arrival in Sweden. To utilize this possibility the person in     

question needed documentation stating he or she possessed skills needed by a Swedish 

employer but not available within the local workforce (Migrationsverket website3). 

 

According to Camacho (2011) Una Vida Para Chile the attitude within the government of 

Sweden made the obvious choice for a Chilean with intention to move to Sweden to apply for 

asylum. The possibility to be approved as a refugee by the government was very high even if 

the ground sometimes was questioned among migration officers (Camacho 2011:89). 

 

1.6 Theoretical perspective 

 

In the book Theorising Integration and Assimilation, Jens Schneider, an anthropologist and    

Professor Maurice Crul (2012) state that scholars agree integration4 and assimilation5           

theories need to develop more. With the large number of migrants to Western countries the 

studies of integration and assimilations are increasing in numbers but are lacking in quality 

with regards to how complex the issue is. An excess of simplifications are often made to make 

the findings easier to communicate to policy makers and the public (Schneider & Crul 

2012:1-6). 

 

Integration theories have been very useful to explain how different groups can live in a 

society embracing their own traditions and culture but having a common definition of being 

successful. In the debate assimilation theories have received most attention with US as the 

strong advocate. Europe show more interest in integration issues but have participated the US 

debate on assimilation (Ibid). 

  
                                                   
 
3 http://www.migrationsverket.se/info/1764.html 
4 The term integration includes structural aspects of incorporation into society, especially with regard to 

educational achievements and access to the labour market (Schneider and Crul 2012:3). 
5 The term assimilation linguistically implies a referent to which immigrants and/or their offspring can 

become similar (Schneider and Crul 2012:2). 
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In Europe a homogenous society has been the norm making assimilation theories less relevant 

compared to integration theories. Economic success has never been enough. With the Western 

Europe idea about equality, education has become very important to measure as proof of 

success. A minimum level has become knowledge of the local language. The culture and 

religious practices deviating from the mainstream Christian believes has been viewed with 

scepticism (Ibid). 

 

As a circumstance making integration easier for the migrating Chileans is the behaviour of 

arriving as individuals, not as ethnic groups. Many other minorities come with the intention of 

maintaining the close ties with their community like other immigrants such as Chinese, 

Gypsies and people from the Islamic world making integration very hard and time consuming 

(Moore 1992: 168-170). 

 

The integration for the intellectuals was many times difficult. From being somebody in their 

home country attracting audiences that cared and paid attention to their words and opinion, 

many found their new home in flats in the suburbs of the larger cities working as a janitor. 

Many had well paid jobs and lived in nice houses in Chile close to family and relatives. 

Nowadays their neighbours in Sweden were Iranians, Turks and other groups from outside 

Europe branded ‘svartskallar6’ among the Swedes and the Chileans was quickly added (Bildt 

1988: 152-155). 

 

The immigrants should make a sincere effort to adopt the language and lifestyle of the 

receiving country. Failure will be considered hostile and if the second generation locally born 

continue to be unsuccessful, the suspicion and marginalization will be considered justified.  

Adaptation has two different stages. Acculturation is the first stage and learning the local 

language is the least effort necessary. Diaspora considers their own culture as superior but 

some acceptance of local lifestyle, dress code and food is often needed. The second stage is 

the social assimilation participation in networks of mainstream institutions, educational, 

economic, religious and political. At this stage the Diaspora take part in the local lifestyle as 

well as in there own community and develop an identity for both. These aspects are both 

analytically and empirically distinct (Esman 2009:103). 
                                                   
 
6 Svartskallar - a denomination for foreigners with black hair 
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The refugees from the 1980s will most likely find new ways of integrating compared to 

refugees arriving in the 1970s since the conditions changed over time including the political 

experience of the refugees. Age and education have an impact on how a person integrate 

making it very likely that different problems will be encountered prompting for new ways of 

finding a solution (Bildt 1988:152-155). 

 

According to my interview with Fernando Camacho he commented:  

“I don’t really go too deep on this theoretical issue. Since I am a historian I am mainly 

interested in the historical process”. (November 3, 2012 in Stockholm) 

Nor is Winn (2009) who is also a historian state a theory on integration in his article. 
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2 Historical Background 

2.1 The Pinochet years of dictatorship 
 

The book A History of Chile by Collier and Sater (1996) describing the historical background 

is important to read because it marks the beginning of the first wave of refugees when the 

military coupe took place.   

 

September 11, 1973 is the date many Chileans will never forget; the first day of what many 

believe is the worst political meltdown in the history of the republic. Augusto Pinochet was 

the military dictator of Chile from 1973-1990 ruling the country for the longest time ever in 

Chilean history (Collier and Sater 1996:359). 

 

Over night the congress was closed and within a short period of time political parties was 

banned. Military personal was placed in charge of many parts of the administration within the 

government and also Universities. (Ibid:359). 

 

The hunting of politically active people was very successful and camps were opened to           

accommodate these ‘prisoners’. Numerous people were killed and countless simply 

disappeared. The efficiency was credited to the secret police Directorate of National 

Intelligence (DINA) who operated directly under dictator Pinochet. The activity of the secret 

police was not limited to Chile, also Chileans abroad fell victim to assassinations organized 

by DINA (Ibid:359-362).  

 

By fall of 1977 the activities of DINA had become a liability forcing Pinochet to reorganise 

and formed a downsized version named National Information Center (CNI). By now the 

disappearance of people criticising the regime had diminished but continued until the end of 

the dictatorship (Ibid). 

 

A new constitution was presented in 1980. To receive legitimacy an election was held, in 

detail arranged to give General Pinochet maximum advantage resulting in an 8 year 
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presidency for the general, accompanied by a much weakened Congress. The general served 

an additional 8 years until 1989 when the first congressional election according to the new 

constitution could be called. The new constitution was on purpose written to give General 

Pinochet maximum power but in the name of democracy. Subsequent to 1980 the possibility 

to receive political asylum became much harder (Ibid). 

 

2.2 Political and economical Refugee perspective 
 

According to Magnus Mörner (2003) Half A Century in Retrospect, Sweden had already 

before the military coup started cooperation with the Chilean government. Among Swedish 

politicians there were wide spread support for the Allende regime. With the military coup the 

cooperation came to a halt. Very soon the Swedish ambassador Harald Edelstam opened the 

doors at the embassy in Santiago for Chileans and none-Chileans asking for asylum. Many 

embassies did the same thing as huge amount of people came to Santiago in fear for their life 

(Behar & Lundahl 2003:35-45). 

 

Among these people were the intellectuals, students from the universities and politically 

active personnel. Sweden together with many other countries started to allow a large amount 

of refugees to enter their countries. Sweden also started a program allowing scholars to come 

as refugees and continue their academic work in Sweden. Politicians from the Allende            

government were also assisted and with great effort from the Swedish diplomats able to travel 

to Sweden (Behar & Lundahl 2003:35-45). 

 

The Social Democrats (SAP) and Unidad Popular (UP) developed close cooperation in the 

beginning of the 1970s and leaders within SAP gave financial support to UP at several 

occasions. The International commission was formed in Helsinki to investigate crimes against 

humanity by the dictator government on the initiative from Sweden (Camacho 2011:45-57) 
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Western Europe has experienced a growth in the number of political refugees from troubled 

countries in the world. This is true also for Sweden. Of all the refugees, those with Latin 

American origin have received the highest ranking; Svante Lundberg is referring to 

investigations presented by Bergman & Swedin Vittnesmål, Stockholm:Liber, 1982, s 175-

177.  

 

According to Lundberg (1977) Latinamerikanska Flyktingar i Sverige, they are viewed with 

the least amount of discrimination among immigrants together with the Italian and the Polish 

people. The Latin American refugee is often a highly educated person and many of them have 

made their voice heard in the Swedish society (Lundberg 1989:95-101). 

 

Even though the Latin American refugees are viewed with very little discrimination they still 

don’t have the same status as in their home country. They become ‘diminished’ in their new 

country. Many experienced being treated as regular immigrants and perceived it as frustrating. 

Often Latin American refugees have a strong image of themselves as educated people, who 

for a temporary period of time and against their will are away from their country of origin. 

They do not want to be viewed as a regular immigrant for ‘economical reason’ due to their 

background as politically active (Lundberg 1989:95-101). 

 

In Sverige-Latinamerika by Karlsson Magnusson (1992), Daniel Moore confirms the view 

that Swedes have been very tolerant towards Chileans referring to Charles Westin, Den 

toleranta opinionen. Inställningar till invandrare 1987, CEIFO, 1988 Stockholm. The 

conclusion is based on two different investigations conducted in 1981 and 1987, both 

confirming the same view on Chilean refugees placing them after people from western            

countries, such as English, white North Americans, Germans, Polish, Italians, Jews and before 

people from Eastern Europe, Arab and African countries (Moore 1992:168-170). 
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2.3 First wave arrivals 
 

Peter Winn (2009) article Flyktingar och emigranter have a classification of the timeframes 

Chilean immigrants have been arriving in the terminology of ‘waves’. Winn labels the time 

span 1973-1975 as ‘first wave’ when some well educated and famous Chilean refugees came  

to Sweden (Winn 2009:14). 

 

The same view is presented by Camacho who writes many more famous Chilean, political 

leaders and intellectuals moved to other European countries such as France, Germany or 

England with more opportunities to express themselves in their area of occupation  

(Camacho 2011:65). 

 

According to Moore (1992) a third of all refugees from Chile applied for asylum in Western 

Europe. Sweden being the most popular destination and received the highest number of 

refugees 35,000 followed by France 12,000, Germany 12,000, Spain 10,000 and Italy 10,000 

(Moore 1992:161-183). 

 

In Camacho’s research it shows that the Chilean immigrants in the first wave arrived 

primarily for political reasons.  Most common way to arrive was as a tourist and once in 

Sweden they ask for asylum. After the withdrawal of Pinochet in 1989, it became much more 

difficult to argue asylum for political reason as shown in the table below where a significant 

drop is experienced in 1990 (Camacho 2011:65). 

 

Annual arrival of Chileans to Sweden 
Year 1973 1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 1980 1981 
Chileans 81 688 764 935 935 935 935 935 935 

          
Year 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 
Chileans 1,094 1,053 1,017 1,164 2,206 2,772 2,954 5,878 1,611 
Sourse: Statistiska Centralbyrån [http://www.scb.se] 
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Lars Bildt (1988) Om Chilenare confirms many well educated and famous Chileans arrived 

during the first years of dictatorship, including a few upper class and military personnel. The 

Chileans are the largest Latin American group and also the most heterogeneous. In the 

beginning many politicians, artists and teachers arrived but gradually the flow of refugees 

shifted towards less educated people. Ultimately people from almost every group within the 

Chilean society have arrived to Sweden as refugees, heavily overrepresented by low income 

and low educated unemployed people (Bildt 1988:152-155). 

 

Sweden gained popularity due to a reputation of very high standard of living and favourable 

social politics (Camacho 2011:89). 

 

Through decades of experience from receiving refugees Sweden had a very well developed 

infrastructure making it easy to accommodate the Chileans arriving from 1973 and on worth. 

The refugees were placed on refugee camp and settled in very well (Ibid:69). 

 

At the camps they received education on the Swedish language, geography and culture.  

Today the largest group of Chilean immigrants are found in the three major cities: Stockholm, 

Gothenburg and Malmö (Ibid:71). 

 

With the return of democracy in Chile the number of Chileans returning to their homeland 

increased but compared with the total population of Chileans in Sweden the number of 

returnees remained minor. The reason to this phenomenon could be the integration into the 

Swedish society. Entire families returned to Chile but after a short period of time the children 

born in Sweden decided to move back after feeling alienated in Chile and not be able to 

integrate with Chilean culture and society. 

 

Many Chileans arrived in Sweden with the desire to return to their homeland and with this 

state of mind learning the Swedish language and culture was often neglected. Gradually 

however, the urge to return was diminishing and many immigrants re-evaluated and came to 

the conclusion that integrating into Swedish society and prosper on the wealth was a better 

option for them (Ibid:109). 
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The way Chileans entered Sweden were primary as political refugees. The military coup in 

1973 started a significant flow of refugees. Most of the refugees in the 1970s belong to the 

middle class and was in most cases below 40 years old. Some were students, doctors, lawyers, 

artists and writers.  

 

The secondary reason was humanitarian or family members already residing in Sweden. 

Many of the economical refugees originated in the poor areas and had many times only basic 

schooling. Learning Swedish was an obstacle and many times they found themselves doing 

the work requiring low skill labour. They improved their standard of living but are likely to be 

isolated in Sweden which is true also for their children (Moore 1992:168-170). 

 

2.4 Arriving in the Second wave 
 

In Peter Winn article he has analyzed the integration differences between the two waves. He 

writes the years 1975-1977 is labelled as the ‘second wave’ and includes many Chilean 

workers. The reputation of Sweden being a welcoming country for Chilean immigrants 

excelled migration among this segment of the population. The elicit was often a loss of 

employment in Chile for political reasons, in combination with a ‘black-listing’ among 

Chilean employers that made it very difficult to obtain a new employment. The outcome was 

wide spread poverty among workers (Winn 2009:14). 

 

According to Camacho, many Chileans continue to claim political reasons however, in reality 

they were economical refugees. In Chile travelling packages were designed to help the 

Chilean workers apply for asylum with success. Migration officers in Sweden noticed many 

applications with very similar stories being filed and started to verify the authenticity with 

Chilean political parties, if the person in question had the claimed political connections. The 

Chilean political groups many times took into consideration how useful the person could be 

for their own interests and delivered an answer to the migration officers that took this aspect 

into consideration. If rejected by the migration officer, an appeal was handled by the 

government and as long as they were social democrats many were granted asylum often based 

on the attitude the social democrats had towards Chileans. Consequently, a huge number of 
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Chilean workers were granted asylum until the Pinochet years of dictatorship ended and the 

favourable conditions for asylum came to a halt (Camacho 2011:89). 

 

Lars Bildt also reflects on why many of the refugees in later years were over represented by 

low educated and unemployed people. The regime shifted from viewing intellectuals as the 

main threat and instead turned their attention towards the large groups of young people within 

the poor areas. Following years of economical decline education was no longer affordable for 

large groups of youths, creating huge populations of poor that together with activists and the 

church organized strikes and protests. This group became the new target for the regime (Bildt 

1988:152-155). 

 

The refugees arriving in the 1970s included older and financially successful people however, 

over time the refugees arriving were more economically deprived. The arrivals in the 1980s 

were to a large extent young people that never experienced the Allende years of governing or 

were very young at the time. They grew up in the rough economically crippled society created 

by the military dictatorship and did not have the means to acquire neither a good education 

nor the opportunity to find a permanent job position (Bildt 1988:152-155). 

 

2.5 Summary 
 

September 11, 1973 Augusto Pinochet became the military dictator of Chile. The Congress 

was closed and the political parties were banned. Military personal took charge of various 

parts of administration within the government and Universities. Politically active people         

became hunted, imprisoned, killed or simply disappeared. Directorate of National Intelligence 

(DINA) the secret police was responsible. A new constitution came in 1980 with a much 

weakened Congress and General Pinochet remained in power until 1989 (Collier and Sater 

1996:359). 
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Sweden had a history of cooperation with Chile and soon after the coup Sweden begun 

helping Chileans in need of escaping the dictatorship. In the beginning mostly political 

refugees came but eventually also economical refugees found their way to Sweden. The 

intention of the refugees varied, some was determined to go back to Chile as soon as possible 

and others wanted to settle permanently. Many of the refugees have been well educated but 

over time more poor people with low education have arrived (Behar & Lundahl 2003:35-45). 
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3 Adaptation Process 

3.1 Integration 
 

I have chosen this topic because Europe focuses on integration and not assimilation. The 

integration for many Chileans was far from easy. Sweden is a much more equal society 

between men and women in comparison to Chile and the Chilean women quickly adapted. 

Stripped of the ‘macho’ culture the Chilean men often saw their leader position vanished 

resulting in many divorces among Chilean couples. The lack of ‘exile’ experience among 

Chileans also inflicted a resistance towards the Swedish society and the Swedish language 

was often identified as a threat towards the Chilean identity (Moore 1992:168-170). 

 

On the other hand, accounts from Latin American immigrants who successfully integrated 

with high-quality jobs report very little discrimination and view only the Western immigrants 

as more accepted (Lundberg 1989:95-101). 

 

The structure of the Swedish society added difficulties for the intellectuals. In Chile the 

separation in different classes was significant and the Catholic Church had a strong influence. 

Sweden is a much more modern and equal society with Protestant ideas and a governing that 

regulates in a persons daily way of living. These differences caused both expected and 

unexpected problems (Bildt 1988:152-155). 

 

3.2 The acquisition of the Swedish Language 
 

In Milton J. Esman book on Diaspora in the Contemporary World is valuable for my study 

since it focuses on intergenerational change, especially differences between the first and 

second generation. The second generation is likely to enjoy the new country more compared 

to first generation as result of a better language skills, more knowledge how to integrate in 

society and take advantage of opportunities when presented (Esman 2009:113). 
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Second generation, locally educated are more likely to take a chance when opportunities in 

the Swedish community became available. If successful and adapted to their new way of life 

in the Swedish community they might still maintain their links to the Diaspora culture of 

respect for their elderly parents and the ethnic heritage (Ibid:111). 

 

Furthermore, the conflicts between Diaspora groups and their attitude towards culture heritage 

are displayed. He argues that Diaspora have now an easier access and availability to 

communication technologies such as the internet and may on a daily basis follow newspapers, 

journals and have contact with family and friends in their homeland (Ibid:20).  

 

According to Sheffer (1986), in his book Modern Diaspora in International Politics   

language is the main factor for the Diaspora to integrate successfully. He is using comparative 

method in comparing Diaspora with very different backgrounds and concludes that language 

plays a crucial and significant role in assimilating to their host country. Nevertheless, being 

linguistic can help the relations between Diaspora being in their host country in any given       

situation. He argues over the long run the relations between Diaspora and host country will 

have a minor impact on the first generation and larger on the second generation as linguistic 

acculturation and adaptation creates a bilingual generation. In the later generations they may 

or may not assimilate easier in the future (Sheffer 1986:76). 

 

3.3 Identity 
 

Apart from language, identity has been considered important for successful integration. 

Integration is a long process that can take a decade before completed. The process can be 

divided in three stages and begins with the exile identity. Plenty of time is spent with other 

people in exile while learning about the new country and the new language. Often the 

expectations how long this step will take is underestimated creating lots of frustrating. 

Eventually the refugee begins to look beyond the Chilean community and try to find an 

identity within the Swedish society. In this stage the different members of a family might find 

their way into the Swedish community with different pace causing further stress on their 

relations. Over time the refugee finds their new identity and come to terms with both the 
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Chilean community and the Swedish society. In this last stage most of the stress and tension 

disappears and the refugee has reached a level of stability in how to relate to work and private 

life (Bildt 1988:151). 

 

Rodrigo Báez and Magdalena Urgell are two examples of having Chilean origin and have 

worked with their identity in very different ways. 

 

In the autobiography of Rodrigo Báez (2002) Med Chile I hjärtat a Chilean man living in      

Stockholm describes how he favoured his Chilean nationality although he was born in 

Sweden. Despite his blond hair and blue eyes he did not feel accepted in the Swedish society.  

He grew up constantly wondering about his identity, what nationality he belonged to or if he 

was just “stateless”…”I have an identity. It is an identity with a strong character” (Quoted in 

Baéz 2002:126). 

 

Rodrigo’s mother moved to Sweden as an adult. She raised Rodrigo to be a proud Chilean.  

The Chilean culture, the Spanish language was thought at home and he even knows the 

Chilean national anthem. At an early age he travelled four times to Chile with his mother and 

has always fallen in love with the country. At the age of 8, Rodrigo and his mother decided to 

move and live in Chile as a local. He went to the local school, spoke perfect Spanish and not 

even the teacher noticed he was from Sweden (Ibid:127). 

 

At one point he became very ill and went to the local doctor. Following the doctor visit he 

started to compare the life and health system in Chile with the system back in Sweden. He 

noticed the doctors and nurses in Chile were very abrupt and not friendly at all towards the 

children.  In Sweden during the doctor visits there were toys in the waiting room and the 

nurses spoke softly and kind to the children. He furthermore saw if you go to the university in 

Chile it will be more difficult to find a job afterwards compared to Sweden. Subsequently, he 

saw the pros and cons of living in Chile (Ibid:131). 

 

Due to his mother’s condition, Rodrigo decided to follow her and return back to Sweden. As 

the years went by living in Sweden he started to realize he felt like a Swede even if his only 

prior connections had been his Swedish citizenship. He spoke less and less about his time 

living in Chile and started to feel accepted in the Swedish society (Ibid:135-137).   
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The Autobiography of Magdalena Urgell (2003) in Tan Lejos, Tan Cerca she moved to 

Sweden from Chile in 1978 to the colder part of Sweden in Luleå. She knew instantaneously 

she had to start her new life and had no time to loose. She fight being depressed living in the 

north, the cold weather, the language she doesn’t understand. It was almost starting 

everything again as a baby. Her Chilean identity has always been in her bone and she will 

always be proud. As soon as she landed in Sweden she knew she had to do everything to 

integrate fast (Quoted in Urgell 2003:271). 

 

Magdalena joined the Spanish study circle and made friends immediately. When visiting a      

culture event she started to sell the “empanadas7” in the Chilean corner. She introduced them 

to the Swedish people and explained what they were and she became well known for her 

empanadas and the Chilean culture such as the music and the dance (Ibid). 

 

In 1986 she started to work as a teacher in Spanish. After two years she left the school and      

started to work as a refugee coordinator at Luleå County. The task was to talk to the refugees 

and share with them her experience of being far away from home. In 1991 she started the 

group called La Esperanza welcoming every foreign women to join. She is now living very 

happy in Luleå (Ibid:274). 

 

3.4 Summary 
 

Integration has been difficult for many Chileans. As the Swedish society is equal Chilean 

women have had an easier process of integration compared to the men. The lack of close ties 

within the Chilean community has helped in the integration process. The hard part has been to 

move from a good position within the home country to become one of many foreigners in the 

receiving country (Moore 1992:168-170).   

 

                                                   
 
7 Empanada – stuffed pastry filled with meat or cheese 
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The language skills are a very important role in the integration process. The first generation 

usually have more difficulties compared to the later generations. Language skills are 

necessary to go further in the integration process and become included in the local society. A 

failure of one generation might affect the level of success in integration for the next 

generation, possibly creating suspicion within the local community. To develop their new 

identity it takes time and a decade is not unusual from learning the language, mixing with the 

locals and finally finding balance between the Chilean community and  the Swedish society 

(Esman 2009:113). 
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4 Analysis 

4.1 Result of the interviews 
 

I have interviewed a total of six Chilean Diaspora with different age, gender and occupation 

who arrived in two different waves and one Spanish scholar. Six of them are intellectuals, 

three males and three females. They are working in different professions as teachers, 

professors, actor and a job recruiter. Merely one represents the working class, a taxi 

chauffeur. Four questions are presented in this chapter and have elaborated with answers on 

other questions related to the topic. 

 

The following questions were asked: 

 

How well did the first wave Chilean immigrants integrate? 

Three interviewees answered that integration is a hard word to reflect on. Out of these three 

one says ‘It is a very strong word/concept’. In their opinion the intellectuals who arrived in 

the 1970s did integrated well comparing to the working class in the 1980s. Two interviewees 

had the opinion that not all intellectuals integrated well and the last two had no opinion. 

Int.1: A male scholar in his 30’s added: 

“After the Pinochet years of dictatorship some Chileans moved back to Chile, including 

some who came to Sweden for political reason. They were not happy to be in Sweden and 

returned to Chile to find job but for economical reason, decide to move back to Sweden.  

Bringing back their families in the late 1990s made it the 3rd wave. Some waited 8 years    

for their family to reunify”. (Interview at a café in Medborgarplatsen November 3, 2012). 

According to Int. 2, a male actor arriving in 1977 in the first wave said: 

“Some intellectuals did not even unpack their suitcases and because they had planned to 

move back to Chile as soon as possible. Some got hesitant waiting for Pinochet to leave    

office and decided instead to integrate very fast and find a job in Sweden”.  

(Interview at his office November 15, 2012) 
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Int. 4 said:  

“I don’t feel integrated until today and see myself as separated from the community. 

Learning the language was very important if you were a political activist in the MIR and 

needed to communicate with the Swedish politicians. Language was even more a necessity 

to be accepted in the Swedish society”.  (Interview at his office November 17, 2012). 

The female interviewees, one arriving in the first wave and one in the second wave stated they 

integrated faster than the men, learned the language faster and quickly found employment.  

 

Int. 2 added to this gender issue that Chilean men had to take part in household chores; the 

macho ness slowly disappeared in Sweden. Women took more initiatives in finding jobs and 

men lost the position as head of the household. 

 

How well did the second wave Chilean immigrants integrate 

 I received the following answers: 

Only one interviewee answered the second wave integrated well, three answered they didn’t 

integrate well and two had no opinion on the issue. 

Int. 1 stated: 

“The lower educated refugees got less support from the Swedish government. They didn’t 

get the same opportunity with refugee camps and language training as the first wave got”. 

Int. 5, the Taxi chauffeur arriving in 1979 in the first wave and the only interviewee 

representing the working class had a more positive view and said:  

“The second wave was willing to work and adapt to the Swedish society”.  

(Interview at his house November 20, 2012) 

Int. 7, a 40 year old teacher arriving in 1987 in the second wave had no opinion. This 

interviewee answered ‘don’t know’ on a number of other questions as well. This person like 

many of the interviewees has been hesitant to elaborate on the questions. 
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On the question ‘Was the first wave primarily intellectuals?’ I received the following 

answers: 

Five interviewees answered the first wave were primarily intellectuals however, two 

interviewees answered no they were not primarily intellectuals. 

The opinion of Int. 1 was: 

“Those arriving in the first wave were intellectuals, students, teachers, etc. The reception 

by the Swedish government was good.  They chose Sweden because of the welfare state”.  

Int. 2 added: 

“Many were students, artists and politicians”. 

Int. 4, a Male, Professor in his 50s arriving in 1972 in the first wave stated: 

“Some workers also arrived and received work at hospitals, schools or as cleaners. Not all 

were intellectuals”. (Interview at his office November 17, 2012). 

Int. 5, thought primarily intellectuals came but not necessary with masters degree.  

Int. 7, answered no on the question however, had heard that many claim first wave was 

primarily intellectuals. 

 

On the question ‘Was the majority arriving in the 1980s and 1990s working class?’ I received 

the following answers: 

The six interviewees answered they were and only one interviewee said no. 

Int. 1 said:  

“Refugees in this wave were poor and had the intention to stay forever. Many lost their 

jobs and had very low salary in their home country. They choose Sweden because of 

contacts that arrived in the 1970s and the reputation of Sweden having a good welfare 

state. Working class was mostly peasants in Chile. Migrationverket had to look at every 

single case since suddenly the refugees increased over the years”. 
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4.2 Analysis 
 

For the intellectual Chilean men the changes have been huge when moving from Chile to 

Sweden. Chile is a class society and the intellectuals belonged to the upper class, where the 

men are dominant with macho culture. The Swedish society is equal and the men had to give 

up their macho identity and be equal in the household. Many men have found this difference 

difficult to handle and extended the process of integration (Moore 1992:168-170). 

The women have experienced fewer changes when moving from Chile to Sweden and 

according to the female interviewees they appear to have an easier path to integrate. In equal 

societies women appears to be the winner and the gender that benefits the most. 

Some intellectuals also came to Sweden with the intention to move back to Chile as soon as 

the political situation allowed. One of my interviewee said he never unpacked his suitcase 

waiting for Pinochet to step down but eventually decided to stay in Sweden and integrated 

right away. Sweden have always promoted integration and a person with the intention to 

move back can hardly have any motivation to work on integrating into the Swedish society. A 

minimum of integration for survival appears most likely as confirmed by Camacho (2011) 

who points out that language studies were neglected and focus instead on issues related to 

return to Chile.  

 

The low income unemployed refugees moved from a rough society or as Moore (1992) 

expresses it, poor areas and basic schooling. Being at the lower levels of a class society must 

be challenging and moving to a more equal society with a functioning welfare system must 

have plenty of advantages in terms of survival and basic needs. Even if the refugees 

experienced a difficult labor market in both countries, the difficulties must have been less in 

Sweden since most of them came because of a network already present in Sweden, 

particularly when the intention for many was to reside permanently in Sweden. 

 

At a seminar at the Chilean Embassy a professor believed Chileans did not feel discriminated 

in Sweden. This is furthermore confirmed by Svante Lundberg (1977). Everyone I 

interviewed says they have under no circumstances been discriminated in Sweden. 
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A Chilean had three possibilities to legally reside in Sweden for a longer period of time. One 

option was as refugee as described by UNHCR. Another alternative was for family 

reunification and a third alternative was by obtaining a working permit from a Swedish 

company providing you acquire skills not available in Sweden. To be given a working permit 

requires connections but was a viable option for people with unique skills required, but not 

present in Sweden. For Chileans lacking the possibility to obtain a working permit asylum 

was a very good option. Since the approval of asylum ultimately was a government issue and 

the Swedish government has been very positive toward Chileans, the likelihood of an 

approval was high. In addition, the Chilean community has been positive to verify political 

involvement, even for people without links to politics making the refugee option even more 

attractive. Regardless if a person have been politically active or not the possibilities to be 

granted asylum have been very high for Chileans, making many of them political refugees. As 

a consequence of the many approved asylum applications family reunification has been 

frequently used (Historik Migrationsverket).  

 

The Chilean community appears to have rather loose ties in comparison to many other 

communities like the Middle East and the African. Religion does not appear to be bonding 

within the community and the culture seems much more similar to the European in 

comparison to Middle East and African communities. Intermarriages appear to be common 

making the next generation a mix. The Chilean Diaspora community appears to bond around 

issues related to the political situation in Chile.  The later generation however, seems very 

likely to merge with the Swedish community, particularly since the Chileans are positive to 

intermarriages and easily mix with the community. Among the second generation some feels 

they are Swedish, some Chileans and some don’t know where they belong (Moore 1992:168-

170).  
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5 Conclusion 
The objective of this paper is to answer the main question of: Is it a difference in the 

integration process between the first and the second wave? Why?  Has it an impact that the 

first wave was political refugees and the second wave economical refugees?    

 

September 11, 1973 Chile became a dictatorship. Military took over lead by General Pinochet 

and politically active people were hunted. Sweden had cooperation with Chile before the 

dictatorship and soon refugees begun arriving to Sweden. Some intended to stay in Sweden 

and others wanted to return to Chile as soon as possible.  Many refugees were educated but 

most were poor people with low education. 

 

Integration was sometimes difficult, easier for the women and harder for the men. Learning 

the Swedish language was important to become included in the society and harder for the first 

generation compared to the later generations. A new identity was eventually developed to 

integrate both with the Chilean community and the Swedish society. 

 

It is definitely a difference in integration process between the first and the second wave. I find 

a number of reasons: Government support for the refugees who arrived in the 1970s but not 

for the one those arriving in the 1980s. The refugees from 1970s included many intellectuals 

while the 1980s were mostly low educated. The refugees from the 1980s came with the 

intention to stay in Sweden but the 1970s often intended to return to Chile. The 1980s 

refugees often had friends and family already residing in Sweden.  

 

When reflecting on my finding I consider the intellectual men to encounter most difficulties in 

this process. They had a good position and were somebody before the dictatorship started. 

When they moved to Sweden as refugees they had an important role as Diaspora and made a 

huge impact in Sweden however, they also experienced huge changes in their private life. 

They left a high position in a class society with a ‘macho’ culture and came to a country with 

equality and a denomination for foreigners with black hair who are called ‘svartskallar’. That 

they were intellectuals, very often had not much of an impact. Among outside observers I 



29 
 

would expect the comment to be that they did find their place in the Swedish society quite 

well, because of their education but when asking each individual I would expect the answer to 

be ‘adapting to Sweden has been hard’. To integrate in Sweden they had to come to terms 

with the equality in the society and the position of women. No more ‘macho’ culture and 

plenty of ‘svartskallar’. 

 

For the arriving women the situation has been much different. A class society usually means 

the men have advantages and the women disadvantages. Moving from Chile to Sweden must 

have opened many possibilities for ambitious and knowledgeable women. The women I 

interviewed also stated they learned the language and found jobs faster than the men. Apart 

from learning a new language integrating must to a large extent, been an exercise in 

evaluating how to benefit the most from all the opportunities an equal society provides. 

The intellectuals with the intention of moving back to Chile as soon as possible have a unique 

situation. I have personal experience from living for a limited time abroad when we had an 

expatriate job in Japan. Everything you do is with temporary in consideration. I can imagine 

that the refugees living with their suitcase packed literary took one day at the time, only 

participated in the Swedish society as needed for basic survival or if it benefited the process 

of moving back to Chile as soon as possible. I believe the Chilean intellectuals with the 

intention to move back to Chile integrated efficient to a minimum degree however, with a 

growing frustration when the political development did not proceed in the direction they 

wanted. It must be very stressful to evaluate over and over again if it is time to reconsider 

present plans or continue to live with suitcase packed. 

 

The refugees arriving in the 1980s and forward most likely benefited from leaving a class 

society for a society based on equality and a very developed welfare system. When asking 

outside observers I would expect the comment to be that they had a harder time to integrate 

rather than the intellectuals, since learning a new language and finding a job is difficult when 

you have a low education. If you ask the refugees directly however, I would expect a more 

positive answer. Being on the lower levels in a class society can only add to the hardship and 

considering many of the refugees had friends and family already residing in Sweden. I would 

expect them to answer that they integrated very well in Sweden, was motivated since the 

decision from the beginning was to stay in Sweden and that their life here is better than what 
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they had in Chile. Integrating for this group must have been a struggle however, less of a 

struggle compared with finding a job as a low educated and low class person in Chile. 

 

Concerning the impact of the first wave being political refugees and the second wave 

economical is a complicated question. First of all, it can be argued on how to categorize the 

refugees. A person is a refugee in Sweden if the Swedish government can be convinced the 

UN convention about refugees apply for the applicant. They could very well be poor, without 

a job and with no chance to provide for themselves in their home country, nevertheless, has 

no impact when it comes to the possibilities of being regarded as a refugee, fear of 

prosecution has. With no doubt many of the refugees arriving in the early years had a political 

background that placed the person in danger by the dictator government. With equal certainty 

was poverty the main reason many of the 1980s refugees made the decision to move. I am 

convinced the possibility for these applicants to be granted asylum can be credited the efforts 

by the early political refugees. The connections between these early refugees and the Swedish 

politicians in my opinion, has influenced the position of the Swedish government as very 

Chilean friendly. Furthermore, the efforts within culture in the early years definitely had an 

impact on the opinion towards Chile among the Swedish population. It would be interesting 

for a future paper to compare what the outcome is when the economical refugees would arrive 

first and the political later on. How is the opinion in the receiving country affected and the 

possibility of receiving an approval on the asylum application?   
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7 Appendix One 
Interviewees 
 
 
Int. 1   

Male in his 30s. Scholar. Born in Spain, living in Stockholm.  

Interview conducted on 2012-11-03 in a café at Medborgarplatsen. The interview lasted for 

1h.   

 

Int. 2 

Male in his 50s. Actor and producer. Born in Chile. Arrived in Sweden in 1977 in the first 

wave. Married to a Swedish woman, have three grown children and lives in a suburb of 

Stockholm. He was with the MIR. He is a proud Chilean and spoke mostly Spanish when 

growing up.  

Interview conducted on 2012-11-15 at his office. The interview lasted for 1h. 

 

Int. 3   

Female in her 40s. Job Recruiter. Born in Chile. Arrived in Sweden in 1982 in the second 

wave. Masters Degree in Business administration and Marketing. She is a proud Chilean and 

speaks Spanish at home. 

Interview conducted on 2012-11-17 in Stockholm. The interview lasted for 1h. 

 

Int. 4   

Male in his 50s. Professor. Born in Chile. Arrived in Sweden in 1972 in the first wave. 

Married, have children and also with MIR. Proud Chilean and speak Spanish to his children 

and grandchildren. 

Interview conducted on 2012-11-17 at his office. The interview lasted for 30 min. 
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Int. 5   

Male 35 years of age. Taxi chauffeur. Born in Valparaiso, Chile. Arrived in Sweden in 1979 

in the first wave. Married have children. Proud of being Chilean and speak Spanish at home. 

Interview conducted on 2012-11-20 at his house. The interview lasted for 30 min. 

 

Int. 6   

Female in her 30s. Teacher. Born in Chile. Arrived in Sweden in 1982 in the second wave. 

Married have children. She is a proud Chilean and speaks Spanish growing up. 

Interview conducted on 2012-11-22 at her house. The interview lasted for 30 min. 

 

Int. 7 

Female in her 40s. Gymnasium teacher. Born in Santiago, Chile. Arrived in Sweden in 1987 

in the second wave due to family reunification.  Married have children. Proud Chilean and 

speak Spanish.  

Interview conducted on 2012-11-25 in Stockholm. The interview lasted for 1h. 
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8 Appendix Two 
 

Interview Questionnaires 
 
 
Hello, my name is Ira Cronemo and I am a student at Stockholm University. I am writing a 
paper on Chilean Diaspora in Sweden, doing interviews with first and second generation 
Chileans and everybody participate anonymously. Your last name is not needed and please be 
selective at your discretion what questions to answer. Thank you for your effort answering 
these questions. 
 
Namn ______________________ 
 
Sex M F 
 
Age ______________________ 
 
Occupation ______________________ 
 

Location for the interview_____________ 
 
Date /          2012  
 
Generation 1:a    2:a 
 
Education _____________________ 

 
 
Survey 
 
 

1.  Place of birth? (City, Country)            1b. If Sweden, what part of the city? 

a.  When did you arrive to Sweden? 

b. Why did you choose Sweden? 

c.  Did you have family or friends in Sweden? 

d. How was your financial situation in Chile? 

e.  What was your occupation in Chile? 

  

2.  Place of birth for your parents? (City,Country) Father  Mother 

3.  Where did you grow up? 

4.  What is your highest degree? 

5.  Who do you socialise with? 

a.   Only Latin American community 

b.  Primarily Latin American community but also Swedes 
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c.   Half and half Latin American and Swedish community 

d.  Primarily Swedish community but also Latin American 

e.   Only Swedish community 

f.   Others 

 

6.  What is your religion? 

7.  Are you spiritual? 

 

8.  How would you describe yourself? 

a.   Chilean 

b.  Swedish 

c.   Foreigner 

d.  Multi-national 

e.   Other 

 

9.  What is your attitude towards your Latin American background? 

a.   Very proud 

b.  Proud 

c.   Somewhat proud 

d.  Dislike 

e.   I’m not Latin American 

 

10. Do you feel that you belong in the Swedish society? 

11. Are you or have you been a member of a political organization or party? 

12. Is it easy for you to find a job in Sweden? 

13. Have you experienced discrimination at any time in Sweden? 

14. What languages do you speak? 

15. What languages did you use during your upbringing? 
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Integration Questions 
 

 How well did the first wave Chilean immigrants integrate? 

 How well did the second wave integrate? 

 What was the reason? 

 Was the first wave primarily intellectuals? 

 Was the majority arriving in the 1980s and 1990s working class? 

 In your opinion, what was the percentage of intellectuals vs. working class in the first 

wave? 

 In your opinion, what was the percentage of intellectuals vs. working class in the 

second wave? 

 Is the Swedish language a necessity to integrate in the Swedish society? 

 In your opinion, do the Chileans neglect learning the Swedish language because of an 

intention to move back to Chile? 

 Is the religion important for many Chileans in Sweden? 

 What other aspects are important to integrate into the Swedish society? 

 In your opinion, did you arrive in Sweden as a refugee? 
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