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Abstract 

Colombia holds one of the most unequal sex ratios at government level in Latin America.  

The research therefore attempts to examine how the minority of women who have a seat in 

government are being reflected and reproduced in the media based on the representation of 

gender. In this qualitative study, the aim is to investigate, analyze and illustrate how women 

in high political office in Colombia are portrayed in Colombian newspapers. The study 

examines how gender affects the discourse of these female politicians. In the study a critical 

discourse analysis is used from a feminist perspective on material from Colombian 

newspapers, concerning four different female Colombian top politicians. The focus of the 

analysis is to examine how the image of these women are being produced and reproduced in 

the media and if the reproduction of the discourse of these women stand out or differ 

significantly because of their gender. The study contributes to gain a broader understanding 

and overview of what the situation of women in the political world in Colombia looks like, 

how it is shaped by the media and the social and cultural context, and finally how this affects 

women in politics. 
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1 Introduction 

1.1 The Problem  
Women have a vast history of various forms of political participation at a local level 

throughout Latin America, particularly in Colombia, which has long been a stronghold of 

women's movements. Female participation in demonstrations and protests has contributed to  

major advances in social movements. The women were often the first to protest and carry out 

"illegal" political configurations, since as women they often got away easily and did not seem 

as suspicious as men (because they were considered to have apolitical identities of mothers 

and caretakers) (Hinojosa 2012: 32).                                                                                                                                   

However, they have not gotten much space on the higher decision making posts. In the 

parliament of Colombia 2013 only 16% of the members of upper house and only 12% of the 

lower house consists of female politicians1. This imbalance in the Latin American 

governments have started to slowly level out during the last ten years and women’s 

participation in governments is growing, but Colombia is lagging behind. 

Latin American women's gender roles are constantly altering and women have made their 

way into many so-called "male" areas in recent years, also when it comes to high political 

office, such as presidencies. More recently, there have been five female presidents elected in 

Latin America, for example Michele Bachelet who served as the president of Chile 2006-

2010, and the most recent female president elected, Dilma Rousseff, president of Brazil, 

2011-2015. Nine out of thirty three countries in Latin America have elected female presidents 

or prime ministers (Htun 2010:3). However, old attitudes and beliefs about male and female 

characteristics are still present. Stereotypical ideas of gender continue to dominate the 

collective consciousness. Aspects of culture and tradition are found in every strata of the 

society, even so in the political world. Male ideas have developed a worldview and a reality 

that have lead to a constant undervaluing of women. Increased participation of women in 

politics and decision-making is crucial for gender equality, a more inclusive democracy and to 

empower women and their interests. A government with unequal participation also means that 

the government is less representative and even less legitimate. The reproduction of 

knowledge, which is built upon a male point of view, fails to represent over half of the 

                                                        
1 1. IPU statistics: http://www.ipu.org/wmn-e/classif.htm 
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population, therefore making the democracy weak (Ocampo Madrid 2009:1) (Ocampo Madrid 

2009:42). Fountain and McGregor confirms the perception that the medial image of female 

politicians is built upon masculine ideas:  

“There has been concern that the modern bias facing women in politics is that the media 

simply use traditional frames—which are built around the dominance of men—in coverage of 

women, making it difficult for women to be portrayed as anything other than political 

outsiders.”  

(Fountain, McGregor 2002) 

Today we live in a society where mass media is a natural element of our lives and constitute 

an important part of our reality. Mass media plays a big role in the perception of the self and 

the other, of what is "real" and what is socially and culturally accepted. It plays the role as 

informant, a former of opinions and a reference in the construction of gender roles and 

contributes to create identities and groups in society (Llanos 2011:11). This gives the media 

the power to influence people's interpretation of the outside world (Carter & Steiner 2004:2). 

We are constantly being bombarded with impressions, symbols and signs in our daily lives 

that we do not detect and reflect upon. According to Htun, women’s growing political 

participation is correlated with supporting public attitudes  (2010:2).  Media contributes to the 

possibilities for equality to women in general, making them better or worse. So how do the 

media cover and interpret the women that I have chosen to study and what images are being 

produced? What role does gender play in the portrayal of these women? What are the medial 

messages and the moral judgements in this particular context? Do women politicians have 

certain predetermined demands on them based on their gender roles?  

 

1.2 Objectives and Research questions 

I choose to study the connection between media and gender in this case because of the 

recognized power of media to represent and define socially acceptable ways of constructing 

others. I believe that media is an important key in the pursuit of women’s political rights. My 

aim is to study what perceptions of the female politicians in Colombia media is building and 

distributing to the Colombian society. My objective is to critically look through and analyse 

the texts of Colombian newspapers to see if women are portrayed in ways that are based on 

gender characteristics and finally what consequences that may have.   
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The research question for this study is the following: 

 

• Based upon a gender perspective, what discourses are the Colombian newspapers 
reproducing of the Colombian female politicians?  
 
 

1.3 Method and Material  
 
1.3.1 

Qualitative studies are a way to make meaning out of a massive amount of data and to 

investigate one phenomenon in particular (Fejes & Thornberg 2009:32). Because of the 

attempt to look into the particular way Colombian media produces the image of female 

politicians, this is chosen to be a qualitative study. It is based on the critical discourse analysis 

(CDA) of Norman Fairclough, in order to get the right tools to dissect the discourses of the 

chosen theme. The critical discourse analysis is based upon the notion that language is a form 

of social practice, therefore it also contains different power relations. This method is 

preferably used in studies where one seeks to problematize and reveal the hidden power 

structures and also contribute to more equal relations of power. Scientists within the area of 

critical discourse analysis often perceive themselves not as politically neutral, but standing on 

the side of the marginalized social groups. In this method it is important for the researcher to 

be explicit about his or hers own position and remaining reflexive throughout the study 

(Wodak & Mayer 2009:3). Today this method is an established discipline and institutionalized 

all over the world. This, some scholars mean, could be problematic for the purpose of the 

method, which is to stay critical and not get corrupted by the system. By becoming a 

respected research method it might also have become less critical. Another critic to this 

method is that the academics using the critical discourse method often use the same language 

that they are criticising (Wodak & Mayer 2009:4).  

In CDA, language, both spoken and written, is seen as a social practice. The approach in CDA 

is that discursive event is shaped by and also shapes institutions, situations and social 

structures. Discursive practises can help produce and reproduce unequal power relations 

between social or ethnic majorities and minorities.  

The three dimensional model is used in CDA and will be used in this study. The model is an 

analytical frame that includes all three dimensions of discourse, namely the text, the 

discoursive practice, and the social practice. First, you analyze the characteristics and features 
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of the text. Second, the processes of production and consumption that are connected to the 

text are being analyzed. And finally, as a third step you put it into the context of the wider 

social practice that the text is part of (Jorgensen & Phillips 1999:74). The main goal of CDA 

is to map the relationships between the language and practice. Transivity is a linguistic model 

within the critical discourse analysis that will be used while analyzing the material in this 

study. It is a model that is preferably used to find gender issues in texts, especially in 

analyzing the media discourse. Transivity is a way of finding out who are the actors, the ones 

acted upon and what processes are involved in that action. It is an agency analysis, to find out 

who is doing what to whom. The goal is to clarify the ideological consequences of different 

kinds of presentation forms (Jorgensen & Phillips 1999:87).  

Interdiscursivity and intertextuality are fundamental terms within CDA. It means to say that 

texts and discourses are always based on the relations between them and preexisting actions 

and events. You never start using a word you never heard before and you can never not use 

words that do not already exist and carry meanings and values. History is always present in 

texts and laguage, but the text can also have an impact on the history by developing, changing 

and using old discourses in new ways. The place and impact of media in private spheres and 

discourses is evident. Fairclough argues: 

 

”Media discourse also influences private domain discourse practices, providing models of 

conversational interaction in private life which are originally simulations of the latter but 

which can come to reshape it. A complex dialectic seems to exist between the media and the 

conversational discourse of everyday life.” 

(Fairclough, 1995, p. 64)  

 

The analyze will be based upon secondary sources such as articles and interviews that origins 

from different Colombian newspapers. Empirical material will also be included in the study in 

terms of academic literature and information obtained from different internet pages of 

international organisations. The main literature of this study is ”Media Discourse” by 

Norman Fairclough, ”Diskursanalys som teori och metod” by Marianne Winter Jorgensen 

and Louise Philips, ”Medier, Genus och makt” by Gunilla Jarlbro, “Gender Politics in Latin 

America” by Elizabeth Dore, “Media and Gender” by Cynthia Carter and Linda Steiner, 

“Gender in Latin America” by Nikki Craske, “Selecting Women, Electing Women” of 

Hinojosa and “Women and Politics in Latin America” by Nikki Craske.  
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1.3.2 The women in the articles  

The articles involve the following four current female top politicians and ministers, namely; 

Maria Angela Holguin, Piedad Cordoba, Cecilia Alvarez-Correa Glen, and Ana Fernanda 

Maiguashca. These four represent the women in my study and also a large percentage of 

female Colombian politicians in parliament, since the distribution of the sexes is very uneven. 

They all have a descent amount of media coverage and are in positions of power and 

influence. They also have different backgrounds and differ in interests and conceptions of 

several questions, for example womens issues, wich gives the study some variety and breadth.  

 

The female politicians in this study are the following:  

 

Maria Angela Holguin Cuellar, born 1963, november 13.  

Maria Angela is very experienced within the political world, she has been politically involved 

for two decades and has an exam in Political Science. She is also a qualified diplomat and is 

the representative of Colombia in the United Nations. During the precidency of Alvaro Uribe 

she was an advisor to the President of the Andean Development Corporation (CAF) in 2006, 

and its Representative in Argentina between 2008 and 2010.  Today she is serving under the 

precidency of Juan Manuel Santos as the Minister of Foreign Affairs 2.  

 

Ana Fernanda Maiguashca, born 1974, july 30.  

Ana Fernanda was until recently the Technical Deputy Minister in the Ministry of Finance, 

January 2012 - February 2013. After this, on the 21th of februari 2013, the Colombian 

President Juan Manuel Santos named her Deputy Finance Minister. Ana Fernanda 

Maiguashca is the second woman ever to serve on the central bank’s seven-member policy 

committee.  

 

Cecilia	  Alvarez-Correa	  Glen,	  born	  30	  August	  1953.	  

is	  an	  Industrial	  Engineer	  and	  politician	  that	  serves	  as	  Minister	  of	  Industry,	  Commerce	  

and	  Tourism	  since	  the	  11th	  of	  August	  2014,	  under	  President	  Juan	  Manuel	  Santos	  

Calderon.	  Álvarez-‐Correa	  is	  credited	  as	  the	  first	  woman	  to	  hold	  this	  post	  in	  Colombian	  

                                                        
2 http://wsp.presidencia.gov.co/portal/Gobierno/Ministros/Paginas/Cancilleria.aspx 
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history.	  Previously,	  in	  2012,	  Álvarez-‐Correa	  served	  as	  the	  12th	  Minister	  of	  Transport	  of	  

Colombia.	  	  
 
Piedad Cordoba, born 1955, january 25.  

Piedad Cordoba, born in Medellin, was graduated as lawyer of the Pontificia Bolivariana 

University. She specialized in Labour Law at the same university, and in Political Marketing 

and Public Opinion. In 1990 after the congressional elections, Córdoba ran for deputy of the 

Antioquia Department Assembly, and got elected.  

As a congress woman, Córdoba became one of the most notorious figures of the Latin 

American feminist movement. A part of her parliament work has been to promote laws on 

sexual health and reproductive, gender, ethnics and racial equality, and against female and 

domestic violence. Córdoba was judicially denounced for treason under Colombian law after 

making controversial declarations against the Colombian government and its president during 

a political event in Mexico in March 2007, a charge investigated by the Supreme Court. As 

part of the "farcpolitics" scandal, Colombian authorities have probed her due to accusations 

linking the Senator with the FARC. 

 

 

 

1.3.3 The Newspapers  

Here follows some brief information about the secondary sources I chose to include in my 

critical discourse analysis. Newspaper articles and interviews are being analyzed from four 

different Colombian newspapers consisting of El Tiempo, Semana, El Espectador and El 

Pais. I have chosen to be as up to date as possible in my study and therefore chosen to analyze 

materials that have been created over a period of the last two years, 2013-2014. There are 

three national newspapers (El Tiempo, Semana and El Espectador) and one distributed more 

locally (El Pais) elected for a certain width of the material and also so that not all the 

newspapers in the study are derived from the capital. It has also been key to choose magazines 

that reach a large share of the Colombian population, in this way can I ensure that the content 

actually reaches out and affects a significant proportion of the population. However it should 

be noted that 7% of adults (15 years and older)3. Colombian population is illiterate and 

                                                        
3 http://data.un.org/Data.aspx?d=SOWC&f=inID% 3A74 
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therefore can not absorb information from this type of media. The goal in choosing the 

empirical material has been to collect a wide range of sources, types of texts and subjects.   

 

El Tiempo is being distributed across the nation and is Colombia's largest newspaper.4 It was 

during the 2001-2008 in monopoly being the only newspaper that was distributed all over the 

country as El Espectador because of financial problems was shortened down to one 

publication a week. The main shareholders of the newspaper between 1913-2007 were 

members of the powerful Santos family .5 This family has possessed several high political 

offices during the same period and now has a family member who is president and former 

defense minister, namely Juan Manuel Santos. In 2007 the Spanish media group Grupo 

Planeta acquired 55% of El Tiempo media group, which also included the newspaper amongst 

other media.  

 

Semana is Colombia's most important weekly magazine and has over one million readers. It is 

considered required reading for Colombia's political, economic and cultural elite. The 

magazine has won numerous international awards and has also revealed many political 

scandals. Semana is the first newspaper in Colombia that is not considered an extension of 

any of the political parties6. 

 

El Espectador is Colombia's oldest and second largest newspaper, founded in 1887 and 

published since 1915. It has since the beginning been a liberal newspaper that brought the 

Colombian Liberal Party views. This means that during certain periods been in opposition to 

the ruling conservative party and was also turned off and censored by the authorities several 

times in the early and mid 1900s.  

 

El Pais is a daily newspaper that was founded in 1950 and has its main distribution in the 

Pacific around Cali and Valle de Cauca. It is the largest newspaper in western Colombia. 

 

1.4 Limitations 

                                                        
4 http://www.eltiempo.com/economia/empresas/ARTICULO-WEB-
NEW_NOTA_INTERIOR-11783445.html 

5 http://www.semana.com/nacion/articulo/un-siglo-el-tiempo/234445-3 

6 http://www.semana.com/Quienes-somos 
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There are both strenghts and weaknesses in conducting a qualitative study because of the 

human elements of the method. The person making the study is central to the outcome, which 

both the investigator and the reader always need to be aware of. Since I use the method of 

discourse analysis, it is essential to be aware of ones own position. I am aware of the 

impossibility to stand outside of a discourse, and keep a completely objective look upon 

different subjects. This is not my intention. However, I must constantly keep the reflectivity in 

mind and be aware that I live in a world based on its own discourses. Reflexivity is an issue 

for most scientist researches and studies, and of central importance in social research, 

according to Aull Davies (2002:3). Since I am a white woman raised in Sweden, I have other 

starting positions than the women and phenomena I study. Even though I have knowledge and 

a personal connection to Colombia as a country, I can not in any way represent the country 

and its specific discourses. The study also focuses only on one type of media, and can not 

provide a complete picture of how the media in general image of women politicians. I do not 

speak Spanish as my first language, which can make me possibly overlook certain subtleties 

of the language in the articles that I analyze, translate and interpret. Furthermore, the language 

of Colombian Spanish is unique and contains its own expressions and proverbs. The empirical 

material available for the critical discourse analyze, in terms of texts from newspapers, is also 

very limited. Texts, which address female politicians, are very few. Another aspect to reflect 

upon is that my empiric material is based mostly on non Latin American authors. Chant & 

Craske brings this subject to light in Gender in Latin America (2004). Litterature about gender 

in Latin America were written almost entirely by “outsiders”, European and North American 

women, which gives an international image of the Latin American population that they 

themselves played little part in constructing. Chant and Craske admit that there were many 

non Latin American authors, but that the content of the books was frequently featuring Latin 

Americans, contributing in terms of quotes or in other ways (Chant & Craske 2004:7). I 

believe that material written by Latin Americans would be more accurate, but it is hard to 

find. I am aware of the fact that a writer is affected by its context, background and the 

surrounding discourses.   

 

 

2. Theoretical framework 

2.1 Introduction 
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The theoretical framework that is used in this study are a combination of feminist theory 

concerning the concept of gender, gender connected to media and discourse theory. I will also 

use a power theory to apply in the analysis of my study. Here both the theoretical part of 

critical discourse analysis and feminist theory on gender and gender in media are being 

introduced and presented, as well as Foucault’s power theory.  

 

2.2 Gender 

Gender refers to the social attributes and opportunities associated with sexual identities and 

the relationships between these. The different relationships and attributes are socially 

constructed and are learned through socialization processes. They change depending on 

factors such as context and age. Gender determines what is expected, allowed and valued in 

different sexual identities in a given context. In most societies there are gender systems that 

creates an unequal power structure; differences and inequalities between the different sexual 

identities in responsibilities assigned, activities undertaken, access to and control over 

resources, as well as decision-making opportunities are all depending on ideas of gender. 

Gender is part of a broader socio-cultural context, including for example class, race, poverty 

level, ethnic group and age. Gender affects different sexual identities in different ways, but all 

sexual identities are, to a bigger or less amount, affected negatively by the gender structures.  

 

 

2.3 Media and gender 

Media produces (or chooses not to) an image of status and recognition of others or groups of 

people. It is a powerful channel for influencing peoples perceptions and believes. That men 

and women are being portrayed differently in media is established since the second wave of 

feminism when extensive research was made concerning the media image of women (Carter, 

Steiner 2004:2). The researchers found that sexist images of women were considered normal 

and natural and that the media socialized the people into having these perceptions of what 

being a woman includes and what women are like.                                                            

Another issue also discovered while analyzing the media was the normalizing of the 

patriarchal ideology, this ideology was actively being portrayed as something objective, 

neutral and non-ideological. Media is not the only social institution creating this image, other 

parts of the social world also contribute to create this perception, such as family, religion and 

the education system. In the seventies the distinction between sex and gender were made and 

led to an explosion of feminist studies and research. For a long time gender studies mostly 
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concerned the female gender and not to the same extent the masculine identities. Gender is 

today a central theme for media studies and the male area of gender is also being thoroughly 

examined (Carter & Steiner 2004:). Carter and Steiner means that how gender is produced and 

reproduced in media has to do with the ways which media is produced and reproduced. It is a 

complex web of different actors intertwining with each other, not only a simple case of 

worker and owner (Carter & Steiner 2004:16).  

 

2.4 Power 

Michael Foucault brought the concept of power into a new light. He did not see power as 

something that was directly and brutally brought upon people from above, but linked power to 

new concepts such as culture and knowledge. He means that knowledge, once applied to the 

real world, becomes a truth and also has real effects on the reality (Wetherell 2001:76). 

Knowledge is acctually often used to regulate the conduct of others. Foucault spoke not about 

the absolute truth, but about the discursive formation sustaining a regime of truth. A truth that 

is changing depending on the context and situation. If everyone believes in a certain 

knowledge, it becomes a truth (Wetherell 2001:76). What we think we know has an direct 

effect on how we act and what decisions we make. He also means that power is something 

that exists in every sphere of society, it is not only derived from a special source from top to 

bottom, but is circulating amongst everyone. This means that all people are both oppressors 

and being opressed in every part of social life, both in private and public spheres (Wetherell 

2001:77).  He also means that power can be a productive fource. Foucault has been mostly 

criticised for having absorbed too much importance into the discourse and somewhat 

neglecting other aspects such as the influence of economic and structural factors in the 

function of knowledge and power (Wetherell 2001:78). 

 

2.5 Discourse theory  

Ideology is according to Fairclough percieved as “importance in the service of power” 

(Jorgensen & Phillips 1999:79). This means that ideologies are constructions that contributes 

in different ways to power relations. Ideologies are created in societies where the power 

relations are based on different aspects such as class, gender or ethnicity. Ideology exists in 

our everyday lives and is practiced in significance processes. In these processes, significance 

is upholding power relations (Jorgensen & Phillips 1999:79). Fairclough puts much emphasis 

on the significance process in everyday life in the keeping of social order. Discourses almost 
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always contain ideology, but some are contributing more to mantaining or transforming 

powerstructures. He believes that a person is not a passive idelological subject, but able to act 

and persist, even if the person is not aware of the ideological dimensions in its practice 

(Jorgensen & Phillips 1999:80). He also means that the hegemony is a negotiationprocess and 

never stabile, it is incomplete and inconsistent. Thus the discourse practice is acted out in a 

larger social practice and can be changed when discursive elements are articulated and used in 

new ways.  

 

 

2.5 Definition of Terms 

Here the terms that are of most importance in this study will be defined and explained. 

Gender, discourse and media are the three main aspects of the research and can be defined in 

many ways, it is essential that they are introduced and explained before going further into the 

process of making the study.  

 

Gender 

Gender is defined by Yvonne Hirdman as "thoughts / practices / habits / ideas of people as 

sexes," or "social sexes" (2001: 13-14). It is the idea of masculinism and femininity as being 

socially constructed. Gender is conceived as a social construction of various sexual identities 

embedded in a social order (Bartolomei 2011: 98). According to this theory, in many cases we 

tend to include biological explanations of male and female characteristics that are not 

accurate. The definition of gender is summed up by Ramazanoglu and Holland as follows:  

“sexuality and reproduction; sexual difference, embodiment, the social constitution of male, 

female, intersexual other; masculinity and femininity; ideas, discourses, practices, 

subjectivities and social relationships.” (Ramazanoglu, Holland 2002:5). 

 

Media 

Media is the collective term for all types of mass communication, such as television, radio and 

newspapers etcetera. Fairclough means that the media is shaped by the wider society, but that 

it also plays an important role in the diffusion of social and cultural changes and that media 

texts constitute a sensitive barometer of sociocultural change (1995:51,52).  

 

Discourse 



12 
 

The term discourse is popular and currently widely used in different contexts, this has lead to 

the term having quite a vague definition (Jorgensen & Phillips 1999:7). There is no major 

consensus when it comes to defining what the term discourse contains and what it means. 

Winter Jorgensen and Phillips defines discourse as “a certain way of speaking about, or 

understanding, the world (or parts of the world)” (1999:7). This definition seems a bit too 

wide, therefore the study will use Fairclough as a guide. Fairclough has two different ways of 

defining the term discourse. Firstly, it is defined as language as a social practice. Secondly, it 

is a way of speaking that is giving significance to experiences from a certain perspective, 

meaning that different discourses can be separated from each other and carry different genres, 

for example the neoliberal discourse or the climate discourse (Jorgensen & Phillips 1999:72). 

It is important to add that there are many different approaches to the term discourse within the 

area of critical discourse analysis. Most importantly, discourse is always connected to serving 

special ends, such as the exercise of power (Wodak & Meyer 2009:35). 

 

 

2.7 Summary 

The idea is to use the earlier mentioned theoretical approaches in this chapter as a theoretical 

background to my study, to combine and apply these theories while analyzing the material 

from the newspapers. This will be done in order to investigate how the subjects of the study 

are being represented in the media. 

 
3 Context 
 
3.1 Introduction 
In critical discourse analysis, the context is key to be able to understand and analyze the 

chosen material correctly. This chapter will bring up aspects that are vital to get a grip of the 

surrounding discourses that are woven into the theme of this essay. First, there will be a brief 

introduction to the political background of Colombia in terms of the system of government 

and democratic conditions in the country. Secondly the subject of gender in Latin America 

will be presented. Third, the aspects of women in politics are brought up from a gender 

perspective.  

 

3.2 Colombian politics 
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Colombia is a republic and a presidential democracy, meaning that there are separate elections 

for the president and the legislature and also that the president chooses his cabinet. Colombia 

has had a tradition of two large parties throughout the 20th century, there is the Colombian 

conservative party (Partido Conservador Colombiano) and the liberal party (Partido Liberal). 

In recent years Colombian politics have become pluralist. Today, the party of the U (Partido 

Social de Unidad National) is the leading party that has been led by president Juan Manuel 

Santos since the election 2010. These days there are also many much smaller parties existing 

in Colombia, but the two giants except the leading party are still the conservative and the 

liberal party.  

Political violence is an aspect that has been, and still is constantly present in the modern 

history of Colombia. Despite relative political stability, Colombian democracy has been 

undermined by ongoing violence acted out by the national army, left-wing guerrillas, as well 

as paramilitary groups, both tied to the narcotics industry7. Even though the government 

started peace negotiations in November 2011, with the largest guerrilla movement in the 

country (FARC, the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia), it will take long before the 

violence is over. The political background is dark and full of humanitarian tragedy. There has 

been a tradition of insecurity and lack of protection of the Colombian population for over half 

a century; civil war, exclusionary institutions and informal political relationships have been 

defining the political world (Burt & Mauceri 2004 p.228). There are many parts of the 

Colombian democracy that does not function in practice, for example; no one can impede a 

person from expressing an opinion, but if a person manifest an opinion that is negative for a 

powerful individual or group, that person is taking a serious risk and might get assassinated. 

There is also freedom of association in theory, but members or leaders of labour unions are 

putting themselves in danger (Burt & Mauceri 2004 p.228). Clientelism and corruption have 

been two very negative forces in Colombian politics. This said, there have been many 

attempts of stabilising the democracy and politics in Colombia, some of them successful. New 

systems have been created to make it more difficult for the president to abuse his (Colombia 

never had a female president) power (Burt & Mauceri 2004:228). The current peace process 

between the government and FARC also invites to hopes of a more democratic, less violent 

society in the future.  

The impact of political violence differs significantly depending on the factor of gender. In 

comparison, women bear a particularly heavy burden in this context for many reasons. 

                                                        
7 http://www.ndi.org/colombia 
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Recently (2008), The Constitutional Court of Colombia stated that; “the diverse expressions 

of the violence exercised in the context of the Colombian internal armed conflict distinctly 

and pointedly affect women.” Furthermore, it says that “women’s gender imposes specific 

features and extraordinary burdens in the context of the armed conflict leading to 

displacement”, “as victims of violent acts. . . they are forced to take on familial, economic and 

social roles that differ from their usual ones. . . and this implies material and psychological 

burdens of an extreme and sudden nature” (Corte Constitutional, 2008: 22) (Osorio, 2008:32).  

 

Female political participation in Colombia is low; in 2009, only three of the thirteen different 

executive portfolios (Culture, Education and Communication) were led by female ministers, 

adding up to only 23%. In the six administrative departments of the government, that almost 

possess the same status as the ministries, there was no woman, only men (Ocampo Madrid 

2009:35). For the first time in 2008, there was an extensive investigation made about gender 

issues within the different parties of Colombia, this lead to “ranking de igualdad de mujeres y 

hombres en los partidos y movimientos políticos colombianos” (ranking of equality between 

women and men in Colombian political parties and movements), where the goal was to 

investigate to what extent discourses, outwards and within the parties, on gender issues and 

women were included in the platforms and party statutes in their mission statements, and if 

activities and actions were actually made in this context. After doing this investigation it was 

clear that the Liberal Party was leading both in the number of women included in the 

management and regarding the existence of offices dedicated to women’s issues and gender 

(Ocampo Madrid 2009:43). In theory most parties work actively with gender issues but in 

reality the results are few. The Conservative Party got high scores in the investigation and 

state in their official program manifest that: “The ability, liberty and dignity of the women is 

the same as of the man, therefore women have equal rights and should have the same 

opportunities.” (Wills 2007) (Ocampo Madrid 2009:44) But in reality, in the elections for 

Senate in 2006, only 2 out of 51 candidates were women, and no woman was elected. Another 

concrete example of Colombian politics being a mans world is that until 2004 there were no 

toilets for women in the “Capitolio nacional” the building of the Colombian congress 

(Ocampo Madrid 2009:47). In the current Colombian government, that was re-elected in the 

elections of 2014, five of the sixteen ministers are female, they are the following; the Minister 

of Culture, the Minister of Education, the Minister of Trade, Industry and Tourism, the 

Minister of External Relations and the Minister of Transport.  
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3.3 Gender, femininity and masculinity in Latin America 

Before beginning this chapter, it is crucial to state that gender identities in Latin America 

differ greatly, there is not a single typical characteristic of men, women and other sexual 

identities. There is a wide spectrum and diversity in gender ideas and characteristics 

depending on factors such as age, ethnicity, living conditions and sexual orientation amongst 

others (Chant & Craske 2003:4). It is of course problematic to summarize, and in that way 

also generalize, the gender roles of an entire continent. There are also risks of exoticising the 

experiences of gender amongst Latin American persons, making them the “other” to the 

European gender identities. In many studies there was an interest in coding different 

stereotypes and explaining these with answers such as “culture” and “tradition” instead of 

looking at other possible factors (Chant & Craske 2004:9). With that said, there are certain 

different gender aspects that have been researched, documented and discussed.  

Motherhood is one of the main identities linked closely to the gender roles of Latin American 

women. Within the images of mothers and motherhood there are many different values, 

characteristics and “female virtues”. This is called marianismo, which is the feminine 

compensatory aspect to the masculine term machismo. The ideal mother should be domestic 

and endlessly self-sacrificing, she should have the patience and the humility similar to the 

ideal mother, the virgin mother Mary. Chant and Craske bring up the complexity in the role of 

the mother:  

“This hybrid complex of idealised femininity offered a series of beliefs about women’s 

spiritual and moral superiority to men that acted to legitimate their subordinate domestic and 

societal roles.” (2004:9)  

The ideal mother is perceived as beyond human, and the children are seen as gifts from God. 

According to Drogus and Curbitt, these ideas keep women in their homes and prevent them 

from accessing the public spaces (Chant & Craske 2004:10). It also creates obstacles in 

everyday life, making it taboo to cross these expectations and act in a selfish way. Ideally, a 

mother should be morally and spiritually strong enough to be above such things. As a result, if 

they do not follow these characteristics they become bad mothers, which is stigmatizing and 

hard to bear since it is a large part of their identity. This is a complex oppressive system, since 

ideally the women are perceived as  “the better person”, and carry features to be proud of, but 

the outcome of these ideas are negative for the agency of the women. Another perspective on 

motherhood is that it has not only been negative for the women of Latin America, it has also 

given them space to act in political and social issues (Chant &Craske 2004:11). The status of 
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being mothers gave them a more legitimate reason to act politically and gave them a more 

secure spot in political actions. This can be a first step toward a political participation that 

later on can move beyond this paradigm (ibid 2004:12). The Mexican feminist Marcela 

Lagarde argues that men and the patriarchal system state the conditions involved with being a 

mother, and that women need to be “dematernalized”.  

On the other hand, the fathers of Latin America are stereotypically perceived as bad husbands 

and distant fathers. This is to some amount true, men are not expected to look after and spend 

time with their children (and many don’t), abuse and domestic violence is also still very 

common amongst men (ibid 2004:14). However, studies also show that the image of the 

uncaring and distant father is false and that many Latin American fathers do spend time with 

their children and that they are an important part of parenting their children, particularly the 

boys. This view of Latin American fathers is part of the famous macho identity. Machismo is 

a term that is very connected to the image of Latin American men. The definition of this term 

is according to Chant & Craske “a cult of exaggerated masculinity” with characters that 

asserts the power over women and other men (2004:14). This is a kind of masculinity and 

gender role that men are taught when growing up and must constantly earn. Machismo can be 

seen as an act that is validated by other men.   

 

3.4 Women in politics in Latin America 

Women's participation in politics at a government level in Latin America is on the rise, 

however, women remained underrepresented in this field. The sex distribution is very uneven. 

More than half of Latin America's population are women, but according to a survey in 2010 

only one seventh of the legislature seats are occupied by women, and only about one in 

twenty mayors are women (Hinojosa 2012:5). There are many different theories that seek to 

explain why this is such an imbalance in the representation. Everything from cultural to socio-

economic and religious reasons have been analyzed and mentioned in various explanatory 

models. A theory that can be directly rejected is the claim that the amount of qualified women 

would be too few to fill political posts. Neither modernisation is always linked to gender 

equality and gender balance in the political realm (Hinojosa 2012:7).  

Women today are forced to compete against men who are not often very willing to give away 

their spot. Research also shows other examples of unequal terms, where women are more 

likely than men to need a good financial base to be able to climb in their political career. The 

pay gap between women and men is also negative in the quest for greater equality in politics 
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(Hinojosa 2012:28). 

Family is an important aspect in today 's political climate in Latin America. Constitutional 

articles across the region constantly refers to the family as being the core of the society and 

they frequently interact with norms and expectations of gender (Chant & Craske 2003:31) . 

There are post-colonial  phenomenas still existing, where some families for several decades 

has had access to economic and especially political power through ownership of large areas of 

land, wealth and a particular surname. There is also a perception that political interest are 

passed down from generation to generation ( Hinojosa 2012:120 ). Schwindt - Bayer says that 

women who have won political elections have made it by using the game rules of the men 

(Schwindt - Bayer 2011:1). She also argues that women's characteristics in politics has 

changed in relation to the rest of the Latin American society and how it has evolved in recent 

decades , and that the women politicians of today have more in common with their male 

colleagues.  

Female politicians in Latin America are often the wives, widows and daughters of prominent 

male politicians. The number of women linked to male politicians, however, varies greatly in 

different countries. What quickly becomes clear, and also important to note, is that family not 

only plays a role in Latin American politics, but that this theme seems to be a common theme 

around the world. Magda Hinojosa mentions for example in her book that 44 widows 

succeeded their men in the Congress of the United States (Hinojosa 2012:121). Schwindt-

Bayer's studies (which includes Colombia, Argentina and Costa Rica) show that the number 

of married women in politics also varies greatly depending on the type of post that is 

investigated and that results in many cases shows that more men than women are married 

(Schwindt-Bayer 2011:13). She believes that this could be due to the machista ideals where 

women experience it more difficult to take on all the tasks of a mother and wife whilst 

investing in their careers. Societal norms also tend to devalue and stigmatize women who puts 

family first. Men have traditionally been having less responsibilaty and chores in the family 

home and therefore been able to balance the two worlds easier (Schwindt -Bayer 2011:14).  

 

One of the problems concerning women with family ties to a prominent politician is that 

sexist attitudes are being reinforced about men's and women's gender roles and that women 

who have family ties to powerful men are considered being unable to gain political power 

without these ties. Women who come into power with family ties to male politicians often 

mentioned in the media as "women to men" (Hinojosa 2012:118). The assumption is that 

these men are helping their women to reach these posts in order to use them (like a puppet) to 
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extend their rule. The idea that women who are linked to male politicians are not really 

qualified for the job are in most cases false (Hinojosa 2012:122). Kristina Fernandez 's career 

is an example of the prejudices that women in politics face. She succeeded her husband, 

Nestor Kirchner, and became Argentina's president in 2007, after having been politically 

active since the 1970s and having a long political career. Fernandez was nevertheless accused 

of having won the election because of her husband (Hinojosa 2012:117).  

Obviously, there are also advantages in being related to a famous and influential political 

profile, for example; attention from the press and media is guaranteed. Moreover this equals 

access to a network of people who have much power and influence and could be potential 

donors to campaigns and . Some female politicians also allude to the emotions of the citizens, 

such as empathy and respect in certain cases, such as where the woman who comes to power 

is the widow of a former leader. Populism is common among both female and male 

candidates, where it is common to emphazise the characteristics of the gender roles. Eva 

Peron, played a lot on the public's emotions and her own femininity which she used as a 

source of political power. She was the “mother of the great Peronist nation” (Chant & Craske 

2004:10). Expectations that the Peronists put on Argentine women were intimately connected 

with traditional family values where men were breadwinners and women stayed at home 

(Kampwirth 2010:128).  

 

Women in high political office has sometimes been called the term "supermadres" because 

they turn into symbolic mothers for an entire country. Supermadres are described as female 

politicians who feel motherly responsibilities and focuses on topics within their gender roles, 

that is, to focus on children, family, education and care ( Schwindt-Bayer 2006 page 570). 

The concept of super madre is controversial and Schwindt-Bayer believes that this term 

belongs in the past and might not be able to apply to today's female politicians. She also 

means that women may feel pressured to invest in women's issues, as male legislators tend to 

focus on "male" areas. Her interpretation is that today's women politicians promote feminist 

issues while supermadres instead promoted feminine issues linked to traditional gender roles 

(Schwindt-Bayer 2006:584). In her text, Fernandes Poncela brings up women's confrontation 

of gender roles, norms and identity politics, which goes against the "weight of tradition". She 

believes that this development has a slower pace compared to other societal aspects. As a 

woman breaking the norms, for example breaking a passive participation in the political 

sphere, requires awareness and courage (Dore 1997:46). Htun claims that women elected to 

public office in Argentina rarely works with women's issues. She argues that female 
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politicians have been convinced that these issues are unimportant. If women want to be seen 

as politically important, they can not talk about women's issues (Craske & Molineux 

2002:49). Michelle Bachelet, who became president of Chile in 2006, was not considered a 

"normal" woman, but was portrayed as a militant socialist who have suffered and survived 

torture. She was divorced, had three children and she was not a family member of some 

prominent male politician (Jaquette 2009:1). Many women's movement often emphazised 

traditionally feminine qualities, such as motherhood, in their struggle for women's rights, but 

in the latter, a resistance to stereotypical gender roles has developed (Jaquette 2009:209). This 

development might even move into higher political office. One must also be aware of the fact 

that just because the participation for women in politics is increasing in numbers and 

statistics, it does not automatically mean that there is equality between the genders. This is 

obvious when it comes to difference in wages, and also to what extent female politicians get 

prestigious posts and are able to make actual differences in their work. There is a saying for 

women in the media business that seem to be applicable in politics aswell; “Look like a lady. 

Act like a man. Work like a dog.” (Jarlbro 2006:15) This appears to be a winning combination 

also in the political sphere. Unfortunately, Jarlbro argues that twofold punishment toward 

female politicians is common in the media, meaning no matter how you act, it is criticized and 

frowned upon (2006:65).  

 

 

4 Analysis  

 

4.1 Introduction 

This chapter will be dedicated to analysing the articles and interviews that have been taken 

from the different Colombian Newspapers. The analyses will be based on Faircloughs three 

dimensional critical discourse analysis. When analyzing the media there are some things to 

keep in mind, for example; Media often puts their own interpretations as objective modalities. 

This means that they write as if it is a fact, when in reality it is their own perception of the 

matter. This contributes to their authority and the mirroring of it to the public (Jorgensen & 

Phillips 1999:88). Covering women is yet another chapter. Focus is often on appearance, age, 

and relationship status and on gender characteristic questions, so called “soft matters” such as 

motherhood (Jarlbro 2006:60). Often in medial portraying of female politicians, their first and 

most important attributes the media puts weight on, are being female; being politicians is 
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secondary (Jarlbro 2006:61). The focus of the analyze will lay on the following questions, 

also mentioned in Faircloughs Media Discourse: 

How is the world represented through the eyes of the media? What identities are set up for 

those involved in the texts? What relationships are being set up between those involved 

(Fairclough, 1995:5)?  

 

4.2 The chosen articles 

Here follows the analyzis of the texts chosen from the various newspapers. The choosing of 

articles was limited due to little coverage of these female politicians and also due to the fact 

that the aim was to choose articles that was recently published (within the period of 2013-

2014). There will be different types of texts analysed. First; the secondary source for the 

analyze will be an interview from El Pais where the focus of the analysis will be on the 

interviewer. Secondly; a news article from El Tiempo is studied, third; a narrative article from 

Semana concerning a radio interview, and fourth; a news article from El Espectador.  

 

 

4.3 Analysis 

The first material concerns Ana Fernanda Maiguashca, who is the Deputy Finance vice 

Minister of Colombia, and also member of the board of the Banc of the Republic.  

  

1. “Es un año de desaceleración, pero no es una crisis”: Ana Fernanda Maiguashca  

En 2012 su gran reto fue ayudar a sacar adelante la Reforma Tributaria y este año, Juan 

Manuel Santos la llevó a la Junta del Banco de la República, con solo 36 años. Este es el 

retrato de una caleña pilísima.” 
 

1. “"It is a year of slowing down, but it is not a crisis": Ana Fernanda Maiguashca  

In 2012 her challenge was to help put forward the tax reform, and this year, Juan Manuel 

Santos took her to the Board of the Bank of the Republic, only 36 years old. This is the 

portrait of a very clever woman from Cali.”  

 

This is an interview for the newspaper El Pais conducted by Margarita Vidal, on the 5th of 

may 2013. It is done shortly after Ana Fernanda Maiguashca was elected to the Board of the 
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Bank of the republic. The analyse will focus on the questions asked, since the main interest is 

in analyzing the interviewers part of the process. 

 

Already in the headline of the interview, with some help from the transitivity system 

(Jorgensen & Phillips 1999:87), the male actor and a patriarchal ideology are unveiled. It 

includes the mentioning of Juan Manuel Santos, stating that he took her (la llevo) to her new 

position as member of the board of the Bank of the Republic. This suggests that Juan Manuel 

has the role of the actor and the subject. By using the verb “llevo” (took), Ana Maiguashca is 

positioned as a passive object that was acted upon. Furthermore the title mentions her age in a 

manner that suggests she is very young by stating she is “only” 36 years old, implying to the 

reader an exception or an opposite of the norm. Also, using the predicative “pilisima” (very 

clever or smart) is a way to imply that this somehow needs to be mentioned, as though she is 

an exception. If the subject of the interview had the opposite sex, stating he was clever or 

smart would most likely have been to state the obvious and would probably be perceived 

condescending. This fragment of text seems to be written as if to show the positive aspects of 

the subject, and maybe also in an attempt to be modern and free of prejudice but actually 

contradictory implies the opposite between the lines. Thus,	  the	  text	  contributes	  to	  

reproducing	  social	  power	  relationships	  in	  terms	  of	  gender	  inequality. 

 

The contents of the interview can be divided into two parts concerning contents, where the 

first part addresses personal questions, and the second part includes questions concerning her 

professional life. The interviewers questions are the following, in order: 

	  
2.	  ”Usted	  desciende	  de	  los	  incas,	  ¿cómo	  es	  la	  historia?”	  	  	  
”You	  descend	  from	  the	  incas,	  what	  is	  the	  story?”	  
	  
”Dijo	  una	  vez,	  “pasé	  la	  infancia	  metida	  en	  mi	  cabeza”,	  ¿muy	  pensadora?”	  
	  ”You	  once	  said,	  ”I	  spent	  my	  childhood	  in	  my	  own	  head”,	  very	  pensive?”	  	  
	  
”¿Le	  hacían	  matoneo	  en	  el	  colegio?”	  
”Did they bully you in school?” 

 

”¿Cómo	  entró	  a	  trabajar	  al	  Banco	  de	  la	  República,	  con	  solo	  22	  años?” 

”How did you start working in the Bank of the Republic at the young age of 22?” 
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”¿Es	  nerda	  y	  disciplinada?”	  
”Are you a nerd and disciplined?”  

	  
”Se	  casó	  hace	  doce	  años,	  ¿por	  qué	  se	  demoró	  tanto	  en	  tener	  bebé?”	  
”You got married two years ago, how come you took so long having a babie?”  

	  
”¿Cree	  que,	  aparte	  del	  talento,	  la	  suerte	  juega?”	  
”Do you think that apart from the talent, luck plays a part?”  

”¿Y	  cómo	  le	  va	  con	  el	  ego?”	  
”And how is the ego doing?” 

”¿Y	  cree	  que	  es	  fácil	  ser	  feliz?”	  
”And do you believe it is easy to be happy? 

	  

The	  first	  questions	  appear	  to	  be	  asked	  to	  give	  the	  interview	  a	  personal	  touch	  and	  to	  let	  

the	  readers	  know	  a	  bit	  about	  the	  subjects’	  background	  and	  personality.	  From	  another	  

perspective,	  personal	  questions	  are	  often	  brought	  up	  in	  the	  case	  of	  the	  politician	  being	  a	  

woman,	  which	  might	  be	  to	  soften	  up	  the	  interview	  and	  give	  it	  another	  less	  professional	  

angle	  than	  if	  the	  subject	  would	  be	  a	  man	  (Jarlbro	  2006:62).	  	  The	  overall	  language	  in	  this	  

piece	  of	  text	  is	  also	  very	  colloquial.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

The	  very	  first	  question	  brings	  up	  the	  subject	  of	  ancestry,	  the	  second	  and	  third	  bring	  up	  

the	  childhood	  of	  the	  subject	  and	  are	  rather	  personal.	  Many	  of	  the	  questions	  can	  be	  

perceived	  very	  straight	  forward	  and	  might	  not	  be	  considered	  very	  respectful.	  The	  tone	  

of	  the	  interview	  is	  rather	  informal.	  The	  interviewer	  asks	  in	  the	  sixth	  question	  why	  it	  

took	  so	  long	  for	  the	  subject	  to	  have	  children.	  Here,	  the	  interviewer	  starts	  the	  question	  

with	  an	  account	  about	  the	  length	  of	  the	  marriage	  of	  the	  subject,	  then	  in	  the	  question	  

takes	  for	  granted	  that	  the	  pregnancy	  was	  delayed	  and	  performed	  later	  than	  usual.	  The	  

matter	  of	  having	  children	  is	  also	  taken	  for	  granted	  and	  naturalized.	  This	  discourse	  being	  

acted	  out	  is	  intertextually	  based	  upon	  the	  traditional	  discourse	  of	  the	  female	  identities,	  

values	  and	  characteristics.	  This	  question	  brings	  up	  many	  typical	  themes	  of	  gendered	  

issues.	  The	  issue	  of	  motherhood	  of	  the	  subject	  is	  not	  only	  being	  brought	  up,	  but	  it	  is	  also	  

questioned.	  The	  marital	  status	  of	  the	  subject	  is	  also	  put	  into	  the	  text,	  often	  concerned	  

important	  when	  interviewing	  female	  politicians.	  This	  can	  be	  seen	  as	  a	  way	  of	  relegating	  

the	  subject	  to	  the	  private	  sphere,	  and	  through	  this	  action	  also	  undermining	  their	  power	  

(Jarlbro	  2006:63).	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
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The	  following	  question	  is	  built	  in	  a	  way	  that	  indirectly	  questions	  the	  competence	  of	  the	  

subject,	  hinting	  there	  is	  luck	  involved	  in	  the	  professional	  progress	  of	  the	  subject.	  	  

The	  remaining	  part	  of	  the	  interview	  consists	  of	  profession-‐related	  questions.	  Below,	  the	  

main	  part	  of	  the	  questions	  are	  presented:	  

3.	  	  ”A	  pesar	  de	  su	  juventud,	  dicen,	  nunca	  tuvo	  miedo	  de	  defender	  sus	  puntos	  de	  vista	  frente	  
a	  la	  Junta	  del	  Banco.”	  	  
”Despite your youth, they say, you were never afraid of defending your points of view in front 
of the bank board.”  

”¿Por	  qué	  cree	  que	  el	  Ministro	  Echeverry	  la	  nombró	  su	  Viceministra?”	  
”Why do you think the Minister Echeverry named you Vice Minister?” 

”Santos	  les	  pidió	  a	  los	  dos	  nuevos	  miembros	  de	  la	  Junta	  del	  Banco	  ser	  muy	  creativos,	  ¿se	  
puede?”	  
”Santos asked the two new members of the bank board to be very creative, is it possible?”   

”¿No	  cree	  que	  hay	  mucha	  ineficiencia	  en	  el	  sector	  público?”	  
”Don’t you think that there is a lot of inefficiency in the public sector?”  

”¿Cómo	  ve	  el	  crecimiento	  este	  año?”	  
”How do you look at the growth this year?”  

”¿Por	  qué	  en	  los	  municipios	  casi	  no	  hay	  proyectos	  aptos	  para	  ejecutar?”	  
”Why is it that in the municipalities there are almost no projects suitable to run?” 

”¿Qué	  cosas	  cambian	  con	  la	  Reforma	  Tributaria?”	  
”What things change with the tax reform?” 

”¿Si	  se	  logra	  el	  acuerdo	  de	  paz,	  el	  costo	  fiscal	  no	  será	  enorme?”	  
“If the peace agreement is achieved, wont the fiscal costs become enormous?” 

 

The later part of the interview focuses on the subjects opinions on different political matters. 

Some of the questions asked are quite angled and some are formulated as leading questions. 

For example, one leading question begins with “no cree que” (don’t you think), another 

question ends in a leading manner: “…el costo fiscal no sera enorme?” (…wont the fiscal cost 

become enormous?) An example of an open question would be “Como ve el crecimiento este 

año?”	  Here,	  the	  subject	  has	  the	  chance	  to	  formulate	  an	  answer	  without	  the	  interviewer	  

putting	  the	  answer	  into	  the	  subjects’	  mouth,	  or	  take	  anything	  for	  granted	  in	  the	  way	  the	  

question	  is	  structured.	  It	  is	  important	  to	  also	  analyze	  what	  relations	  are	  set	  up	  between	  

the	  participants	  of	  the	  text	  (Fairclough	  1995:203).	  The	  interviewer	  in	  this	  case	  is	  a	  

woman,	  which	  might	  alter	  the	  power	  relationship	  between	  the	  two	  actors,	  the	  

interviewer	  and	  the	  interviewee.	  The	  fact	  that	  there	  are	  two	  women	  in	  this	  process	  of	  

discourse	  might	  change	  the	  hierarchy	  and	  dynamics	  between	  the	  two,	  turning	  it	  towards	  
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a	  more	  relaxed	  dialog	  between	  peers.	  The	  interviewer	  might	  take	  this	  advantage	  to	  ask	  

questions	  that	  are	  more	  personal	  and	  considered	  straightforward.	   

	  

1.	  ”'Ejercemos	  la	  diplomacia	  para	  evitar	  una	  confrontación':	  Canciller	  
A	  un	  año	  del	  fallo	  de	  La	  Haya,	  Holguín	  dice	  que	  Canal	  no	  afecta	  soberanía	  y	  que	  se	  
evalúa	  recurso.”	  
 
1. '”We exercise diplomacy to avoid a confrontation': Chancellor                                                 
A year after the court rule of The Hague, Holguin said Channel does not affect sovereignty 
and that the resource is evaluated.” 
 

The next piece of text concerns another current minister, namely the Minister of External 

Relations, Maria Angela Holguin. The text consists of an article publicated on the 19th of 

November 2013, by the editorial staff of El Tiempo. The article concerns the anniversary of 

the judgment of the Court of The Hague in 2012 on the border dispute between Colombia and 

Nicaragua.  

2.	  ”El	  19	  de	  noviembre	  del	  2012,	  la	  Corte	  Internacional	  de	  Justicia	  (CIJ)	  dio	  a	  conocer	  el	  
fallo	  en	  el	  litigio	  entre	  Colombia	  y	  Nicaragua	  por	  aguas	  del	  mar	  Caribe	  que	  afectó	  los	  
intereses	  del	  país.	  (Lea	  también:'En	  3	  o	  4	  años	  veremos	  un	  San	  Andrés	  distinto':	  Holguín).	  
En	  rueda	  de	  prensa	  este	  martes,	  cuando	  se	  cumple	  un	  año,	  la	  canciller	  María	  Ángela	  
Holguín	  afirmó	  que	  durante	  este	  tiempo	  ha	  habido	  un	  trabajo	  conjunto	  entre	  el	  Gobierno	  y	  
los	  habitantes	  de	  San	  Andrés	  y	  Providencia.	  “No	  hemos	  descansado	  un	  solo	  día.	  Hemos	  
trabajado	  en	  varias	  áreas	  en	  estos	  365	  días,	  en	  el	  ejercicio	  de	  la	  soberanía”,	  señaló	  
la	  Canciller.	   
	  
2.	  ”On	  the	  19th	  November	  of	  2012,	  the	  International	  Court	  of	  Justice	  (ICJ)	  announced	  the	  
ruling	  in	  the	  dispute	  between	  Colombia	  and	  Nicaragua	  Caribbean	  Sea	  that	  hit	  the	  
country's	  interests.	  (See	  also:	  'In	  3	  or	  4	  years	  we	  will	  see	  a	  different	  San	  Andrés':	  
Holguín).	  
At	  a	  press	  conference	  Tuesday,	  on	  the	  anniversary,	  Foreign	  Minister	  Maria	  Angela	  
Holguin	  said	  that	  there	  has	  been	  a	  joint	  effort	  between	  the	  Government	  and	  the	  people	  
of	  San	  Andres	  and	  Providencia	  during	  this	  time.	  "We	  have	  not	  rested	  a	  single	  day.	  We	  
have	  worked	  in	  several	  areas	  in	  these	  365	  days,	  in	  the	  exercise	  of	  sovereignty,	  "the	  
Chancellor	  said.”	  
 

This article is written and articulated in a manner that contrasts it from the first text in the 

analysis. It has a formal language and a different structure. It is a news article that is put 

together to inform the reader about the current happenings in a particular case. This does not 

mean that it is objective, it may very well have an agenda of some sort, although it is not as 

evident. The newspaper El Tiempo is known to be owned by the Santos family, which the 

President of Colombia is part of. This may have an effect on the political articles, showing an 
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ideology closely linked to the leading party and may put events and politicians in a more 

flattering light in favor of the owners’ interests. Also, the voices that are allowed to be heard 

in medial organizations such as this are often the ones of the political and social establishment 

(Fairclough 1995:43).  

Except from Holguin, the participants in this text are well hidden, we do not find out 

who/whom asks the questions or what questions in particular that were asked. The boundaries 

are much more maintained between the voices of the reporter and the person reported in this 

text. It uses many direct quotations, which preserve the original wording, and does not change 

the tense of the verbs (Fairclough 1995:81), but the writer also puts a large part of the article 

together as an interpretation and an account of Holguins answers. The voice and opinions of 

the reporter are hidden and not very apparent.   

	  
3.	  ”Holguín	  afirmó	  que	  los	  abogados	  que	  han	  asesorado	  a	  Colombia	  en	  el	  litigio	  han	  
advertido	  de	  una	  “dificultad	  clarísima	  entre	  lo	  que	  dice	  la	  Constitución	  y	  lo	  que	  pretendería	  
el	  fallo	  de	  La	  Haya”.	  Y	  añadió:	  “Creemos	  que	  solo	  con	  un	  tratado	  se	  pueden	  modificar	  los	  
límites”.	  (Lea	  también:	  Noemí	  Sanín	  pide	  a	  Santos	  solicitar	  que	  La	  Haya	  revise	  fallo)	  
La	  Ministra	  de	  Relaciones	  Exteriores	  también	  habló	  sobre	  los	  recursos	  que	  serán	  
presentados	  ante	  la	  CIJ.	  “Queremos	  hacerlo	  de	  manera	  cuidadosa,	  con	  seriedad.	  No	  
queremos	  llevar	  cualquier	  recurso.	  La	  corte	  da	  unos	  plazos	  razonables	  para	  eso	  y	  estamos	  
trabajando”,	  dijo	  la	  Canciller.	  
Señaló	  también	  que	  ya	  se	  han	  tomado	  algunas	  decisiones	  preliminares	  sobre	  los	  
recursos	  que	  se	  presentarán	  ante	  La	  Haya	  y	  aseguró	  que	  ante	  el	  fallo	  no	  hay	  recurso	  	  
de	  apelación.	  “Para	  que	  la	  Corte	  revise	  el	  fallo	  tiene	  que	  haber	  un	  hecho	  nuevo,	  que	  ni	  la	  
defensa	  ni	  la	  Corte	  conocieron”,	  explicó.	  
“En	  esto	  hay	  que	  confiar	  en	  los	  abogados	  internacionalistas.	  Ellos	  son	  los	  que	  saben	  lo	  que	  
la	  Corte	  admite	  y	  qué	  no	  admite.	  Está	  en	  manos	  de	  ellos	  el	  estudio.	  Ya	  tenemos	  
preliminarmente	  unas	  decisiones”,	  dijo.”	  
 
3.“Holguin affirmed that lawyers that have advised Colombia in the dispute have warned of a 
"very clear difficulty between what the Constitution says and what the court ruling of The 
Hague would purport". She added: "We believe that only with a treaty one can modify the 
boundaries". (See also: Noemi Sanin asks Santos request that The Hague look over the court 
ruling) 
The Foreign Minister also spoke about claims to be brought before the ICJ. "We want to do it 
in a careful, serious way. We do not want to bring whatever claim. The court gives us 
reasonable time for that and we are working on it, "said the Chancellor. 
She also pointed out that they have already taken some preliminary decisions about the 
grounds to be submitted to The Hague and she assured that there is no opportunity for 
appealing the verdict. "In order for the Court to review the decision there must be a new 
factor, that neither the defence nor the Court knew" she explained. 
"In this we must rely on international lawyers. They are the ones who know what the Court 
allows and what is not admitted. The study is in their hands. Right now we have some 
preliminary decisions, "she said.”  
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The subject in the article, Maria Holguin, uses the pronouns in the form of “we” instead of “I” 

constantly through the text. It is not clear who is in included in this “we”, but it gives the 

statements added weight and puts the responsibility upon multiple agents instead of one. The 

gender issues in the text are hard to find, although one could argue that Holguin keeps a rather 

conciliatory approach in her way of formulating, instead of articulating in an aggressive way, 

something that might be spread across as a typical female quality. There are no aggressive 

phrases, the way she chooses to articulate gives a formal and calm impression. Carefulness, 

collaboration and good relationships are some of the key words of this text. The over all 

impression given from the text is that she has the situation under control. The text continues:   

 

4.	  ”Diplomacia	  para	  evitar	  confrontación	  
Sobre	  las	  afirmaciones	  de	  oficiales	  rusos	  en	  Nicaragua	  sobre	  la	  posibilidad	  de	  apoyar	  a	  ese	  
país	  en	  caso	  hipotético	  de	  un	  conflicto,	  la	  canciller	  Holguín	  saludó	  el	  posterior	  comunicado	  
del	  gobierno	  ruso	  en	  el	  que	  aclara	  y	  descarta	  cualquier	  acción	  militar	  conjunta	  contra	  el	  
país.	  “Estamos	  ejerciendo	  todas	  las	  herramientas	  de	  la	  diplomacia	  para	  evitar	  toda	  
confrontación",	  dijo	  Holguín.	  
De	  igual	  manera,	  calificó	  de	  “muy	  buena”	  la	  relación	  con	  el	  gobierno	  
nicaragüense.	  “Hemos	  estado	  pendientes	  de	  una	  conversación,	  pero	  se	  va	  a	  hacer	  hasta	  
que	  tengamos	  la	  claridad	  de	  la	  decisión	  de	  la	  Corte	  Constitucional	  sobre	  el	  Pacto	  de	  
Bogotá”,	  señaló.”	  
	  
4. ”Diplomacy to avoid confrontation 
Concerning the claims of Russian officials in Nicaragua on the possibility of supporting the 
country in the hypothetical case of a conflict, Holguin Chancellor greeted the Russian 
government later statement, which clarifies and discards any joint military action against the 
country. "We are using all the tools of diplomacy to avoid confrontation," Holguin said. 
 
Similarly, she described the relationship with the Nicaraguan government as "very good". 
"We have been awaiting a conversation, but it will do until we have the clarity of the decision 
of the Constitutional Court on the Pact of Bogotá" she pointed out.”  
 
 

 

1.	  “Debemos	  ser	  juzgadas	  solo	  por	  nuestro	  trabajo”	  
Las	  ministras	  Cecilia	  Álvarez	  y	  Gina	  Parody	  exigen	  respeto	  a	  su	  condición	  de	  
pareja.”	  
	  
1."We	  should	  be	  judged	  only	  by	  our	  work"	  
The	  ministers	  Cecilia	  Alvarez	  and	  Gina	  Parody	  demand	  respect	  to	  their	  status	  as	  a	  
couple.”	  

This	  article	  was	  published	  the	  28th	  of	  August	  2014	  in	  the	  weekly	  newspaper	  Semana.	  

The	  subjects	  of	  the	  text	  consist	  of	  two	  ministers,	  Cecilia	  Alvarez	  and	  Gina	  Parody.	  The	  
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relationship	  between	  the	  two	  ministers	  is	  addressed,	  taken	  from	  an	  interview	  with	  

Cecilia	  Alvarez	  in	  the	  National	  Radio	  channel	  RCN	  la	  radio.	  	  
	  
2.	  “Cecilia	  Álvarez	  Correa	  es	  ingeniera	  industrial,	  ministra	  de	  Comercio,	  Industria	  y	  
Turismo,	  pareja	  sentimental	  de	  Gina	  Parody,	  su	  colega	  de	  Educación,	  y,	  sobre	  todo,	  tiene	  
mucho	  coraje	  para	  hablarle	  de	  frente	  al	  país.	  
Así	  quedó	  en	  claro	  en	  la	  mañana	  de	  este	  jueves	  cuando	  concedió	  una	  entrevista	  con	  RCN	  La	  
Radio	  y	  las	  periodistas	  Yolanda	  Ruiz	  y	  María	  Elvira	  Samper	  le	  preguntaron	  su	  pensamiento	  
por	  el	  hecho	  de	  ser	  pareja	  sentimental	  de	  Gina	  Parody,	  con	  quien,	  además,	  comparte	  puesto	  
en	  el	  gabinete	  del	  presidente	  Juan	  Manuel	  Santos.	  
Cecilia	  Álvarez	  no	  eludió	  el	  tema,	  sino	  que,	  por	  el	  contrario,	  lo	  abordó	  con	  naturalidad	  y	  
dijo	  que	  lo	  hacía	  así	  porque,	  entre	  otras	  cosas,	  las	  épocas	  de	  “rechazo”	  y	  “persecución”	  en	  el	  
país	  ya	  pasaron.	  Sin	  embargo,	  también	  descartó	  que	  los	  nombramientos	  de	  ella	  y	  de	  la	  
ministra	  de	  Educación	  hubieran	  tenido	  la	  intención,	  por	  parte	  del	  presidente	  Santos,	  de	  
enviarle	  un	  mensaje	  al	  país	  de	  que	  la	  Colombia	  de	  hoy	  es	  una	  sociedad	  más	  incluyente.	  
“Doy	  gracias	  al	  presidente	  porque	  nunca	  se	  metió	  en	  el	  tema	  personal	  de	  nosotras”,	  relató.	  
Para	  ella,	  el	  jefe	  de	  Estado	  lo	  que	  hizo	  fue	  buscar	  las	  personas	  más	  calificadas	  
profesionalmente,	  al	  margen	  de	  cualquier	  orientación.	  En	  línea	  con	  esta	  tesis,	  la	  ministra	  
dijo	  que	  el	  país	  tiene	  que	  juzgarlas	  únicamente	  por	  su	  trabajo.	  	  
Dijo	  que	  están	  dispuestas	  a	  recibir	  todas	  las	  críticas,	  puntos	  de	  vista	  y	  comentarios	  que	  
tengan	  que	  ver	  con	  su	  desempeño	  laboral	  en	  sus	  diferentes	  carteras	  y	  exigió	  a	  los	  
colombianos	  mantenerse	  al	  margen	  de	  sus	  vidas	  personales.”	  
	  
	  
2.	  	  “Cecilia	  Alvarez	  Correa	  is	  an	  industrial	  engineer,	  Minister	  of	  Commerce,	  Industry	  and	  
Tourism,	  girlfriend	  of	  Gina	  Parody,	  her	  colleague	  of	  Education,	  and	  above	  all,	  has	  a	  lot	  of	  
courage	  to	  speak	  in	  before	  the	  country.	  
This	  became	  clear	  Thursday	  morning	  when	  she	  gave	  an	  interview	  with	  RCN	  Radio	  and	  
journalists	  Yolanda	  Ruiz	  and	  Maria	  Elvira	  Samper	  asked	  for	  her	  thoughts	  on	  being	  Gina	  
Parodys	  girlfriend,	  who	  also	  shares	  a	  position	  in	  the	  cabinet	  of	  President	  Juan	  Manuel	  
Santos.	  
Cecilia	  Alvarez	  did	  not	  avoid	  the	  subject,	  on	  the	  contrary,	  she	  approached	  it	  naturally	  
and	  said	  that	  she	  did	  so	  because,	  among	  other	  things,	  the	  times	  of	  "rejection"	  and	  
"persecution"	  in	  the	  country	  are	  over.	  However,	  she	  also	  denied	  that	  the	  nominations	  of	  
her	  and	  the	  Minister	  of	  Education	  had	  the	  intention,	  by	  President	  Santos,	  to	  send	  a	  
message	  to	  the	  country	  that	  Colombia	  today	  is	  a	  more	  inclusive	  society.	  
“I	  thank	  the	  president	  because	  he	  never	  got	  into	  the	  personal	  issue	  of	  us,	  "she	  said.	  For	  
her,	  what	  the	  head	  of	  state	  did	  was	  finding	  the	  most	  professionally	  qualified,	  regardless	  
of	  any	  orientation.	  In	  line	  with	  this	  argument,	  the	  minister	  said	  the	  country	  has	  to	  judge	  
them	  solely	  by	  their	  work.	  	  
She	  said	  that	  they	  are	  willing	  to	  receive	  all	  critics,	  viewpoints	  and	  opinions	  that	  have	  to	  
do	  with	  their	  labor	  performance	  in	  different	  portfolios	  and	  demanded	  Colombians	  to	  
stay	  out	  of	  their	  personal	  lives.”	  
	  
The	  headline	  for	  this	  article	  is	  written	  in	  a	  way	  that	  transforms	  the	  ministers	  into	  actors,	  

choosing	  the	  verb	  “demanding”	  instead	  of	  a	  softer	  term	  such	  as	  “ask	  for”	  when	  

describing	  the	  ministers	  statement.	  The	  reason	  for	  this	  might	  be	  to	  give	  the	  headline	  a	  
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stronger	  appearance.	  The	  narrative	  of	  this	  text	  includes	  something	  very	  common	  in	  the	  

Colombian	  political	  discourse,	  namely	  the	  private	  life	  and	  relationship	  status	  of	  a	  female	  

politician.	  However,	  what	  is	  not	  usual	  in	  this	  context	  is	  the	  kind	  of	  relationship	  status	  

being	  discussed.	  This	  is	  the	  first	  time	  female	  officials	  in	  the	  government	  of	  Colombia	  are	  

openly	  homosexual,	  furthermore	  discussing	  being	  homosexual	  in	  public.	  Thus,	  this	  piece	  

of	  text	  is	  both	  based	  upon	  normative	  and	  creative	  discourses	  since	  it	  is	  based	  upon	  

traditional	  ideas	  but	  at	  the	  same	  time	  addresses	  a	  new	  phenomenon.	  This	  text	  concerns	  

two	  female	  politicians	  braking	  out	  from	  the	  norm	  of	  the	  nuclear	  family,	  which	  is	  ever	  so	  

valued	  and	  fundamental	  in	  the	  Colombian	  society	  (Chant	  &	  Clarke	  2003:31).	  This	  affects	  

the	  power	  relationship	  within	  the	  traditional	  gender	  roles	  and	  challenges	  the	  writer	  and	  

the	  reader	  to	  alter	  the	  traditional	  discourse.	  The	  texture	  and	  articulation	  of	  this	  text	  is	  

therefore	  interesting,	  since	  it	  could	  make	  an	  exceptional	  impact	  on	  the	  receivers,	  

depending	  on	  how	  the	  writer	  chooses	  to	  voice	  the	  content.	  	  	  

In	  the	  first	  sentence,	  the	  writer	  describes	  the	  subject	  firstly	  through	  her	  profession,	  

secondly	  her	  private	  life	  and	  finishes	  with	  an	  adjective	  assigning	  the	  subject	  a	  personal	  

quality,	  coraje	  (courage).	  This	  describes	  the	  subject	  in	  a	  positive	  manner,	  choosing	  to	  

stress	  her	  positive	  qualities.	  It	  also	  can	  be	  read	  in	  an	  ambiguous	  manner	  as	  a	  description	  

of	  someone	  acting	  out	  of	  place.	  The	  writer	  chooses	  this	  expression	  instead	  of	  describing	  

the	  subject	  with	  a	  synonym,	  for	  example	  valiente	  (brave)	  that	  would	  hold	  an	  even	  more	  

positive	  significance.	  Other	  sections	  of	  the	  text	  present	  the	  occurrence	  as	  something	  out	  

of	  the	  ordinary,	  stating	  for	  example	  that	  Alvarez	  did	  not	  avoid	  the	  subject,	  (suggesting	  

this	  would	  be	  the	  common	  thing	  to	  do	  in	  this	  certain	  situation)	  but	  on	  the	  contrary	  

talked	  “naturally”	  about	  it.	  The	  quotation	  marks	  surrounding	  the	  words	  “rechazo”	  and	  

“persecucion”	  seem	  a	  bit	  odd,	  as	  though	  it	  is	  important	  to	  underline	  that	  she	  and	  not	  the	  

writer	  chose	  these	  words	  in	  particular.	  The	  fact	  that	  Alvarez	  stated	  that	  the	  country	  had	  

to	  judge	  them	  only	  for	  their	  work,	  also	  signifies	  that	  this	  most	  likely	  is	  not	  the	  case	  at	  the	  

moment.	  	  

	  
	  
3.	  “Lo	  que	  sí	  planteó	  la	  ministra	  es	  por	  qué	  le	  hacen	  a	  ella	  en	  su	  condición	  de	  mujer	  ese	  tipo	  
de	  preguntas	  y	  no	  se	  las	  hacen	  a	  los	  hombres.	  Nunca,	  aseguró,	  se	  le	  pregunta	  a	  un	  hombre	  
homosexual	  que	  está	  en	  un	  ministerio	  o	  en	  otro	  alto	  cargo	  por	  ese	  tema,	  mientras	  que	  
cuando	  se	  trata	  de	  mujeres	  sí	  se	  hace.	  
En	  la	  entrevista	  la	  directora	  de	  Noticias	  de	  RCN	  La	  Radio,	  Yolanda	  Ruiz,	  le	  dijo	  que	  le	  
preguntaba	  -con	  respeto	  su	  opinión-	  de	  que	  en	  su	  condición	  de	  lesbiana	  ella	  compartiera	  
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gabinete	  con	  su	  pareja	  de	  la	  misma	  orientación	  sexual.	  La	  ministra	  dijo	  ella	  y	  Gina	  Parody	  
son	  muy	  independientes	  profesionalmente	  y	  cada	  una	  tiene	  proyectos	  laborales	  distintos.	  
La	  periodista	  María	  Elvira	  Samper	  le	  dijo	  que	  la	  felicitaba	  por	  su	  valor	  y	  su	  coraje	  para	  
abordar	  con	  tanta	  serenidad	  un	  tema	  que	  en	  muchos	  sectores	  de	  la	  sociedad	  aún	  provoca	  
dificultades.	  
En	  la	  presentación	  de	  la	  entrevista	  Yolanda	  Ruiz	  leyó	  la	  reciente	  afirmación	  de	  Alfredo	  
Molano,	  periodista,	  sociólogo	  y	  ahora	  miembro	  de	  la	  comisión	  de	  12	  historiadores	  del	  
gobierno	  y	  las	  FARC	  que	  van	  a	  presentar	  a	  la	  mesa	  de	  negociaciones	  su	  visión	  del	  conflicto,	  
que	  dice:	  “Lo	  que	  más	  me	  atrae	  en	  ese	  gabinete	  es	  el	  matrimonio	  de	  Gina	  y	  Cecilia.	  Que	  un	  
par	  de	  mujeres	  lesbianas	  tengan	  una	  relación	  estable	  y	  estén	  dentro	  el	  gabinete	  es	  un	  golpe	  
al	  procurador”.	  
La	  ministra	  Álvarez,	  sin	  embargo,	  dijo	  que	  el	  presidente	  al	  nombrarlas	  no	  buscó	  molestar	  a	  
ninguna	  persona	  en	  particular	  sino	  que	  su	  intención	  fue	  la	  de	  contar	  con	  la	  gente	  con	  más	  
capacidad	  para	  resolver	  los	  actuales	  problemas	  del	  país.”	  
	  
3.	  "What	  the	  minister	  did	  raise	  is	  the	  question	  why	  in	  her	  condition	  as	  a	  woman	  they	  ask	  
such	  questions	  but	  they	  do	  not	  ask	  men.	  Never,	  she	  said,	  is	  a	  gay	  man	  in	  a	  ministry	  asked	  
or	  another	  senior	  official	  for	  that	  matter,	  whereas	  when	  it	  comes	  to	  women	  it	  is	  done.	  
In	  the	  interview	  the	  director	  of	  RCN	  La	  Radio,	  Yolanda	  Ruiz,	  said	  she	  would	  ask	  -‐with	  
respect	  for	  her	  opinion-‐	  that	  in	  her	  condition	  of	  being	  lesbian	  she	  would	  share	  office	  
with	  her	  partner	  who	  has	  the	  same	  sexual	  orientation.	  The	  minister	  said	  she	  and	  Gina	  
Parody	  are	  professionally	  independent	  and	  each	  has	  different	  work	  projects.	  
The	  journalist	  Maria	  Elvira	  Samper	  congratulated	  her	  on	  her	  bravery	  and	  courage	  to	  
address	  an	  issue	  so	  calmly	  that	  in	  many	  sectors	  of	  society	  still	  causes	  difficulties.	  
In	  presenting	  the	  interview,	  Yolanda	  Ruiz	  read	  the	  recent	  statement	  of	  Alfredo	  Molano,	  
journalist,	  sociologist	  and	  now	  a	  member	  of	  the	  committee	  of	  12	  historians	  of	  the	  
government	  and	  the	  FARC	  that	  will	  present	  their	  vision	  of	  the	  conflict	  to	  the	  negotiating	  
table,	  who	  says:	  "What	  attracts	  me	  in	  that	  cabinet	  is	  the	  marriage	  of	  Gina	  and	  Cecilia.	  A	  
pair	  of	  lesbian	  women	  have	  a	  stable	  relationship	  and	  are	  within	  the	  cabinet	  is	  a	  blow	  to	  
the	  prosecutor.	  "	  
Minister	  Alvarez,	  however,	  said	  the	  president	  named	  them	  not	  to	  disturb	  anyone	  in	  
particular	  but	  that	  his	  intention	  was	  to	  count	  on	  people	  with	  better	  ability	  to	  solve	  
current	  problems	  of	  the	  country."	  

	  
The	  fact	  that	  Alvarez	  actually	  questions	  the	  content	  and	  substance	  of	  the	  interviewers	  

questions,	  and	  brings	  up	  the	  gender	  perspective	  in	  addition	  to	  her	  position	  as	  a	  woman	  

(in	  a	  nation	  covering	  radio	  show)	  shows	  that	  the	  critical	  discourse	  concerning	  gender	  

and	  norms	  might	  be	  emerging	  in	  the	  society	  and	  can	  possibly	  alter	  future	  discourses.	  

The	  following	  piece	  of	  text	  is	  very	  unclear	  in	  its	  structure	  and	  significance,	  questioning	  if	  

the	  minister	  would	  share	  office	  with	  her	  partner	  that	  also	  is	  homosexual.	  This	  question	  

in	  all	  its	  uncertainty	  shows	  the	  underlining	  discourses,	  ideologies	  and	  ideas,	  suggesting	  

they	  would	  not	  be	  able	  to	  professionally	  follow	  their	  tasks	  because	  of	  their	  relationship	  

and	  their	  “condition”	  of	  being	  lesbian.	  The	  discourse	  of	  the	  two	  politicians	  being	  

homosexual	  and	  a	  couple	  seems	  to	  be	  politicised	  by	  other	  actors,	  putting	  their	  personal	  
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relationship	  into	  a	  political	  discourse	  of	  strategies	  and	  political	  goals,	  something	  that	  

Alvarez	  rejects	  firmly.	  The	  idea	  or	  suggestion	  that	  these	  women	  serve	  in	  the	  government	  

not	  because	  of	  their	  professional	  competence	  but	  because	  of	  their	  sexual	  orientation	  

seems	  to	  derive	  once	  again	  from	  patriarchal	  lines,	  undermining	  their	  professional	  

abilities	  and	  putting	  weight	  on	  matters	  that	  are	  based	  on	  their	  gender.	  	  According	  to	  

studies,	  female	  politicians	  say	  they	  are	  having	  a	  constant	  battle	  in	  attempting	  to	  show	  

the	  voters	  that	  they	  are	  fully	  capable	  in	  their	  profession	  and	  in	  leading	  the	  country	  

(Jarlbro	  2012:65).	  	  

 

1.	  ”La	  última	  visita	  de	  las	  víctimas	  
La	  supuesta	  presencia	  de	  la	  exsenadora	  y	  líder	  de	  Poder	  Ciudadano	  y	  la	  Marcha	  Patriótica,	  
Piedad	  Córdoba,	  en	  el	  último	  grupo	  de	  víctimas	  que	  viajará	  a	  La	  Habana	  para	  exponer	  
ante	  la	  mesa	  de	  diálogos	  entre	  el	  Gobierno	  y	  las	  Farc	  sus	  experiencias	  y	  concepciones	  frente	  
al	  proceso	  de	  negociación,	  tiene	  encendida	  la	  polémica	  en	  el	  país.”	  
	  
	  
1.	  ”The	  last	  visit	  of	  the	  victims	  
The	  alleged	  presence	  of	  former	  senator	  and	  leader	  of	  Citizen	  Power	  and	  Patriotic	  March,	  
Piedad	  Córdoba,	  in	  the	  last	  group	  of	  victims	  who	  will	  travel	  to	  Havana	  to	  present	  to	  the	  
table	  dialouges	  between	  the	  government	  and	  the	  FARC	  their	  experiences	  and	  
conceptions	  regarding	  the	  process	  negotiation,	  triggered	  the	  controversy	  in	  the	  
country.”	  
	  
This	  last	  piece	  of	  text	  was	  published	  the	  15th	  of	  December	  2014	  in	  the	  daily	  newspaper	  

El	  Espectador,	  written	  by	  the	  political	  editorial	  staff.	  It	  concerns	  the	  ex	  senator	  Piedad	  

Cordoba	  and	  her	  participation	  in	  the	  peace	  dialogues	  between	  the	  Colombian	  

government	  and	  the	  FARC	  that	  is	  currently	  carried	  out	  on	  Cuban	  territory.	  	  

	  

2.”Hasta	  ahora	  todo	  son	  rumores	  y	  solo	  hoy,	  las	  Naciones	  Unidas,	  la	  Universidad	  Nacional	  y	  
la	  Iglesia	  Católica	  darán	  a	  conocer	  los	  nombres	  de	  las	  12	  víctimas	  que	  harán	  parte	  de	  la	  
delegación.	  De	  hecho,	  se	  había	  dicho	  que	  Aníbal	  Gaviria,	  alcalde	  de	  Medellín,	  también	  
estaría	  entre	  los	  viajantes,	  noticia	  que	  fue	  desmentida	  por	  el	  mismo	  mandatario,	  quien	  se	  
encuentra	  de	  viaje	  por	  Inglaterra.	  
El	  encuentro	  entre	  negociadores	  y	  víctimas	  será	  mañana	  y	  lo	  único	  que	  se	  ha	  dicho	  ha	  sido	  
por	  parte	  de	  Fabrizio	  Hochschild,	  coordinador	  del	  Sistema	  de	  Naciones	  Unidas	  en	  
Colombia,	  quien	  anticipó	  que	  “habrá	  sorpresas”	  y	  que	  se	  buscaron	  “perfiles	  que	  no	  han	  sido	  
representados	  en	  otras	  delegaciones	  de	  hechos	  victimizantes”,	  con	  “la	  intención	  es	  tener	  
algunos	  personajes	  conocidos”.	  
Y	  precisamente,	  entre	  esos	  personajes	  conocidos	  estaría	  Piedad	  Córdoba,	  dirigente	  política	  
que	  despierta	  amores	  y	  odios	  en	  el	  país,	  casi	  que	  sin	  puntos	  medios.	  Activista	  de	  la	  paz	  y	  
víctima	  de	  secuestro	  en	  1999	  por	  parte	  de	  los	  paramilitares,	  estuvo	  además	  en	  el	  exilio	  
durante	  un	  tiempo.	  Pero	  así	  mismo,	  hay	  sectores	  que	  la	  consideran	  cercana	  a	  las	  Farc.”	  
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2.	  ”Up	  until	  now,	  everything	  is	  rumors	  and	  just	  today,	  the	  United	  Nations,	  the	  National	  
University	  and	  the	  Catholic	  Church	  will	  announce	  the	  names	  of	  the	  12	  victims	  that	  will	  
be	  part	  of	  the	  delegation.	  In	  fact,	  it	  was	  said	  that	  Aníbal	  Gaviria,	  Medellin	  Mayor	  also	  
would	  be	  among	  the	  travelers,	  news	  that	  was	  denied	  by	  the	  same	  mayor,	  who	  is	  
travelling	  in	  England.	  
The	  meeting	  between	  negotiators	  and	  victims	  will	  be	  tomorrow	  and	  all	  that	  has	  been	  
said	  has	  been	  on	  the	  part	  of	  Fabrizio	  Hochschild,	  coordinator	  of	  the	  UN	  System	  in	  
Colombia,	  who	  predicted	  that	  "there	  will	  be	  surprises"	  and	  that	  they	  sought	  for	  "profiles	  
that	  are	  not	  represented	  in	  other	  delegations	  of	  victimizing	  events	  "	  with	  "the	  intention	  
is	  to	  have	  some	  familiar	  characters."	  
And	  precisely	  amongst	  these	  familiar	  characters	  would	  Piedad	  Córdoba	  be	  found,	  
political	  leader	  who	  awakens	  love	  and	  hate	  in	  the	  country,	  almost	  without	  middle	  points.	  
Peace	  activist	  and	  victim	  of	  kidnapping	  in	  1999	  by	  paramilitaries,	  she	  was	  also	  in	  exile	  
for	  a	  while.	  But	  furthermore,	  there	  are	  sectors	  that	  consider	  her	  as	  close	  to	  the	  FARC.”	  
	  
Piedad	  Cordoba,	  who	  is	  the	  subject	  in	  this	  text,	  is	  a	  politician	  and	  a	  woman	  who	  stands	  

out	  in	  the	  Colombian	  political	  environment,	  both	  because	  of	  her	  appearance,	  her	  

personality	  and	  her	  professional	  life.	  This,	  to	  many	  in	  the	  Colombian	  society,	  is	  very	  

provoking.	  One	  could	  say	  she	  acts	  against	  the	  typical	  gender	  stereotypes	  of	  a	  woman,	  by	  

for	  example	  demanding	  a	  large	  amount	  of	  space	  in	  the	  public	  sphere.	  She	  is	  also	  known	  

to	  have	  very	  clear	  and	  strong	  opinions	  concerning	  different	  political	  matters	  (to	  be	  a	  

woman).	  Women	  that	  do	  not	  fit	  into	  the	  narrow	  picture	  of	  female	  politicians	  are	  often	  

perceived	  as	  more	  aggressive	  than	  their	  male	  colleagues	  (Jarlbro	  2012:64).	  	  

In	  this	  text,	  she	  is	  described	  as	  a	  familiar	  character	  that	  awakes	  both	  love	  and	  hate.	  The	  

intense	  feelings	  of	  the	  people	  towards	  her	  become	  evident	  when	  reading	  this	  article,	  

discussing	  the	  possible	  participation	  of	  Cordoba.	  The	  controversy	  is	  a	  fact,	  event	  though	  

her	  partaking	  in	  the	  event	  has	  not	  yet	  been	  established.	  The	  narrative	  of	  this	  article	  is	  

most	  likely	  supposed	  to	  be	  objectively	  written,	  but	  seems	  to	  be	  leaning	  towards	  a	  

slightly	  more	  positive	  portrayal	  of	  the	  subject.	  Applying	  the	  term	  “sectors”	  in	  the	  last	  

phrase	  hints	  that	  there	  are	  distinct	  portions	  of	  the	  society	  connecting	  her	  to	  the	  FARC,	  

not	  implying	  it	  is	  a	  large	  amount	  but	  rather	  a	  specific	  fraction.	  	  

	  

3.	  ”Como	  era	  de	  esperarse,	  las	  más	  duras	  críticas	  vienen	  del	  uribismo.	  La	  senadora	  María	  
Fernanda	  Cabal,	  del	  Centro	  Democrático,	  acusó	  a	  la	  excongresista	  de	  tener	  vínculos	  con	  
esa	  guerrilla	  y	  dijo	  que	  su	  presencia	  en	  la	  delegación	  de	  víctimas	  es	  una	  “prueba	  del	  
cinismo	  con	  el	  que	  se	  ha	  manejado	  el	  proceso	  de	  paz	  (…)	  ahora	  todo	  el	  mundo	  se	  pone	  el	  
rótulo	  de	  defensor	  de	  derechos	  humanos	  para	  que	  se	  convierta	  en	  un	  inimputable	  y	  la	  
justicia	  no	  opere”.	  
Sin	  embargo,	  también	  hubo	  voces	  en	  defensa	  de	  Córdoba.	  La	  representante	  a	  la	  Cámara	  de	  
la	  Alianza	  Verde,	  Ángela	  Robledo,	  resaltó	  que	  ella	  ha	  sido	  víctima	  del	  paramilitarismo	  y	  del	  
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Estado,	  mientras	  que	  el	  senador	  Iván	  Cepeda,	  del	  Polo,	  señaló	  que	  se	  trata	  de	  una	  persona	  
“que	  ha	  pagado	  un	  elevado	  costo	  por	  sus	  gestiones	  humanitarias	  y	  por	  la	  búsqueda	  de	  la	  
paz”.	  
Con	  esta	  nueva	  delegación,	  se	  completa	  un	  total	  de	  60	  representantes	  de	  las	  víctimas	  del	  
conflicto	  viajantes	  a	  La	  Habana.	  Además	  de	  Piedad	  Córdoba,	  se	  han	  mencionado	  que	  en	  la	  
delegación	  que	  será	  conocida	  hoy	  también	  estarían	  el	  empresario	  caleño	  Mauricio	  
Amintage;	  el	  líder	  sindical	  Domingo	  Tovar;	  Isabella	  Vernaza,	  directora	  de	  la	  Corporación	  
Valle	  en	  Paz	  y	  María	  Correa	  de	  Andreis,	  hermana	  del	  asesinado	  sociólogo	  Alfredo	  Correa	  de	  
Andreis.”	  
	  
3.	  ”As	  expected,	  the	  harshest	  criticism	  is	  coming	  from	  the	  Uribismo.	  Senator	  Maria	  
Fernanda	  Cabal,	  from	  The	  Democratic	  Centre,	  accused	  the	  former	  congressman	  of	  
having	  links	  with	  the	  guerrillas	  and	  said	  her	  presence	  in	  the	  delegation	  of	  victims	  is	  a	  
"proof	  of	  the	  cynicism	  with	  which	  the	  peace	  process	  has	  been	  handled	  (...)	  now	  everyone	  
takes	  on	  the	  label	  of	  human	  rights	  defender	  in	  order	  to	  be	  become	  unimpeachable	  and	  
the	  court	  of	  justice	  does	  nothing".	  
However,	  there	  were	  also	  voices	  in	  defense	  of	  Córdoba.	  The	  Chamber	  representative	  of	  
the	  Green	  Alliance,	  Angela	  Robledo,	  said	  that	  she	  has	  been	  the	  victim	  of	  paramilitary	  and	  
the	  state,	  while	  Senator	  Iván	  Cepeda,	  the	  Polo,	  pointed	  out	  that	  this	  is	  a	  person	  "who	  has	  
paid	  a	  high	  cost	  in	  her	  humanitarian	  work	  and	  in	  the	  search	  for	  peace	  ".	  
With	  this	  new	  delegation,	  the	  total	  of	  60	  representatives	  of	  victims	  of	  conflict	  traveling	  
to	  Havana	  is	  complete.	  In	  addition	  to	  Piedad	  Cordoba,	  it	  has	  been	  mentioned	  that	  the	  
following	  also	  will	  take	  part	  in	  the	  delegation	  which	  will	  be	  known	  today,	  the	  Cali	  
businessman	  Mauricio	  Amintage;	  union	  leader	  Domingo	  Tovar;	  Isabella	  Vernaza,	  
director	  of	  the	  Valley	  Corporation	  Paz	  and	  Maria	  Correa	  de	  Andreis,	  sister	  of	  killed	  
sociologist	  Alfredo	  Correa	  de	  Andreis.”	  
	  
The	  text	  continues	  in	  a	  statement,	  starting	  the	  sentence	  with	  “as	  expected”.	  Who	  or	  

whom	  that	  expected	  this	  is	  not	  mentioned,	  thus	  the	  text	  becomes	  the	  voice	  of	  the	  public,	  

arguing	  that	  the	  criticism	  against	  Cordoba	  from	  the	  Uribe-‐supporters	  was	  to	  be	  expected	  

by	  the	  public.	  The	  quote	  by	  Maria	  Cabal	  does	  not	  contain	  any	  proof	  that	  the	  subject	  of	  

her	  commentary	  is	  Cordoba,	  nevertheless,	  at	  the	  same	  time	  evidently	  suggesting	  that	  

Cordoba	  is	  a	  fake	  and	  perhaps	  even	  a	  criminal.	  The	  account	  of	  the	  statement	  and	  quote	  

by	  Cabal	  is	  left	  uncommented,	  and	  the	  following	  piece	  is	  once	  again	  directed	  in	  a	  positive	  

manner	  towards	  the	  subject,	  ending	  the	  article	  on	  a	  positive	  note	  concerning	  Cordobas	  

participation	  in	  the	  peace	  dialogues.	  Although,	  the	  quote	  that	  follows	  from	  Cepeda	  is	  

transforming	  the	  subject	  into	  a	  victim,	  it	  is	  also	  pointing	  out	  her	  efforts	  (not	  to	  forget	  the	  

context	  of	  the	  text	  being	  about	  victims	  of	  the	  conflict).	  This	  article	  is	  written	  in	  a	  formal	  

informing	  manner,	  it	  does	  not	  have	  a	  very	  describing	  language	  or	  parables.	  Cordoba	  

herself	  is	  not	  an	  active	  agent	  in	  this	  text;	  other	  actors	  are	  instead	  discussing	  her.	  From	  a	  

gender	  perspective,	  there	  is	  not	  much	  found	  to	  critique	  in	  the	  actual	  text.	  One	  could	  

argue	  the	  fact	  she	  is	  a	  passive	  agent	  and	  that	  her	  voice	  is	  not	  included	  might	  be	  typical	  
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for	  female	  politicians.	  Often	  in	  the	  media,	  they	  are	  subjects	  of	  discussion,	  examination	  

and	  review	  by	  the	  surrounding	  society	  without	  getting	  their	  opinions	  of	  the	  matter	  

heard.	  	  

	  

 

4.4 Summary 

The	  various	  articles	  and	  interviews	  presented	  in	  this	  chapter	  have	  to	  a	  varying	  extent	  

shown	  characteristics	  of	  gendered	  portrayal	  and	  discourses	  based	  upon	  male	  norms.	  

Nevertheless,	  all	  of	  them	  can	  be	  concerned	  constructed	  in	  a	  way	  that	  exposes	  the	  issues	  

faced	  by	  women	  possessing	  higher	  political	  posts.	  Even	  though	  the	  purpose	  of	  an	  article	  

generally	  is	  to	  deliver	  objective	  news	  and	  not	  to	  be	  against	  or	  in	  favour	  of	  any	  issue	  or	  

person,	  one	  can	  detect	  biased	  and	  angled	  patterns	  in	  the	  texts.	  Ideologies	  behind	  the	  

texts	  are	  not	  easy	  to	  conceal	  and	  are	  often	  exposed	  through	  choices	  of	  terms	  or	  in	  ways	  

of	  expression.	  Typical	  characteristics	  in	  terms	  of	  gender	  related	  reports	  are	  revealed	  in	  

the	  different	  contexts	  and	  discourses,	  but	  there	  are	  also	  some	  typical	  features	  missing.	  

Texts	  are	  often	  contradictory	  and	  might	  both	  be	  traditional	  and	  innovative.	  	  

	  

 

5 Conclusion 

5.1 Introduction 

The	  aim	  of	  this	  study	  was	  to	  examine	  the	  discourses	  surrounding	  female	  politicians	  in	  

Colombian	  newspapers	  and	  what	  these	  discourses	  reflect	  in	  terms	  of	  gender.	  This	  would	  

be	  conducted	  through	  focusing	  on	  gender	  aspects	  in	  the	  discourse	  analyses.	  By	  the	  

implementation	  of	  critical	  discourse	  analysis	  the	  goal	  was	  to	  develop	  a	  better	  

understanding	  of	  how	  the	  image	  of	  female	  politicians	  was	  constructed	  and	  

reconstructed	  in	  the	  media,	  and	  how	  it	  could	  affect	  the	  views	  and	  perceptions	  of	  the	  

society	  towards	  female	  politicians.	  	  

	  

The	  research	  question	  for	  this	  study	  was	  as	  follows:	  

Based upon a gender perspective, what discourses are the Colombian newspapers reproducing 
of the Colombian female politicians?  
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5.2 The portrayal of female politicians in the Colombian press 

	  

As	  mentioned	  before	  in	  this	  study,	  the	  language	  of	  the	  media	  is	  relevant	  in	  the	  

development	  of	  ideas	  and	  perceptions	  in	  the	  society.	  Mass	  media	  mediates	  between	  the	  

public	  and	  the	  private	  domains	  (Fairclough	  1995:37),	  and	  through	  this	  progress	  

different	  discourses	  are	  developed	  and	  produced.	  This	  said,	  media	  discourses	  are	  

complex	  and	  contradictory	  in	  their	  essence	  (as	  are	  us	  humans,	  carrying	  many	  different	  

identities,	  often	  contradictory	  as	  well).	  They	  often	  include	  ideological	  processes	  through	  

social	  reproduction	  and	  social	  control.	  Changes	  in	  society	  manifest	  themselves,	  never	  as	  

a	  clear	  and	  straight-‐lined	  development,	  but	  often	  has	  a	  nature	  that	  is	  incomplete	  and	  

contradictory	  (Fairclough	  1995:52).	  This	  seems	  to	  cohere	  well	  with	  the	  small	  analyse	  

conducted	  in	  this	  study.	  The	  texts	  appear	  both	  normative	  and	  on	  the	  other	  hand	  

moulded	  in	  traditional	  discourses.	  	  

In	  the	  study,	  focus	  was	  directed	  towards	  both	  the	  story	  and	  context,	  and	  on	  the	  language	  

and	  texture	  of	  the	  material.	  	  

Many	  typical	  gender-‐stained	  questions	  and	  themes	  were	  found	  in	  the	  material	  for	  the	  

analyse.	  Questions	  of	  motherhood,	  age	  and	  relationship	  status	  were	  related	  to	  the	  

subjects	  and	  naturally	  included	  in	  the	  text.	  Personal	  questions	  of	  this	  sort	  do	  not	  

necessarily	  have	  to	  be	  considered	  negative.	  Many	  female	  politicians	  actively	  want	  to	  play	  

the	  female	  characteristic-‐card	  as	  a	  way	  of	  getting	  a	  closer	  relationship	  to	  the	  public,	  and	  

through	  this,	  win	  their	  trust	  and	  their	  votes.	  Although,	  another	  way	  of	  looking	  at	  this	  

aspect	  would	  be	  that	  it	  is	  a	  way	  of	  keeping	  the	  male	  dominance	  through	  symbolic	  

violence.	  

There	  were	  also	  questionings	  concerning	  the	  ability	  of	  the	  subjects,	  were	  they	  really	  able	  

to	  perform	  professionally	  or	  was	  it	  perhaps	  someone	  (male)	  helping	  them	  or	  some	  luck	  

involved.	  Also,	  there	  were	  obvious	  choices	  of	  terms	  and	  ways	  of	  expressions	  that	  

showed	  prejudice	  and	  condescending	  attitudes.	  The	  question	  is	  if	  the	  writer	  was	  at	  all	  

aware	  of	  this	  while	  producing	  the	  text,	  most	  probably	  the	  discourse	  is	  normalized	  to	  the	  

extent	  that	  it	  is	  not	  reflected	  upon	  by	  most	  actors.	  In	  one	  of	  the	  articles	  the	  question	  of	  

differentiating	  between	  women	  and	  men	  was	  raised,	  but	  was	  not	  further	  discussed.	  

Nevertheless,	  this	  seems	  to	  be	  a	  sign	  of	  a	  slight	  change	  and	  development	  in	  the	  politic	  

and	  media	  discourse.	  To	  even	  bring	  up,	  critizise	  and	  problematize	  the	  gender	  norms	  and	  



35 
 

put	  light	  on	  the	  unequal	  treatment	  is	  a	  great	  step	  towards	  transforming	  the	  ideas	  of	  the	  

society.	  This	  is	  also	  a	  step	  towards	  altering	  the	  power	  relationship	  between	  the	  

participants	  of	  the	  discourse.	  The	  contents	  of	  the	  texts	  also	  shows	  some	  female	  

politicians	  are	  actively	  standing	  up	  against	  the	  power	  of	  gender	  inequality,	  and	  are	  in	  the	  

process	  of	  changing	  the	  discourses	  in	  which	  they	  as	  actors	  and	  subjects	  are	  being	  

produced	  and	  reproduced.	  There	  was	  also	  some	  issues	  typical	  for	  these	  types	  of	  

discourses	  that	  was	  not	  found	  in	  the	  texts.	  For	  example,	  the	  topic	  of	  appearance	  was	  

never	  lifted	  in	  the	  material	  analysed.	  Nor	  was	  other	  distinguishing	  formulations	  found,	  

such	  as	  naming	  the	  female	  politicians	  by	  their	  first	  name.	  This	  is	  a	  common	  way	  of	  acting	  

out	  symbolic	  violence	  against	  female	  politicians,	  naming	  them	  by	  their	  first	  name	  to	  

undermine	  their	  power,	  while	  naming	  their	  male	  colleagues	  by	  their	  title	  and	  last	  name	  

(Jarlbro	  2012:63).	  	  This	  might	  be	  because	  the	  formality	  in	  the	  Colombian	  Spanish	  

language	  still	  is	  very	  usual	  and	  commonly	  used,	  compared	  to	  other	  countries.	  	  

	  

5.3 Concluding discussion 

	  

The	  overall	  image	  and	  discourses	  of	  female	  high	  rank	  politicians	  in	  Colombia,	  by	  the	  

Colombian	  press,	  remains	  filled	  with	  negative	  aspects	  that	  hinder	  them	  in	  their	  pursuit	  

of	  equality	  (although	  not	  all	  female	  politicians	  are	  actively	  involved	  in	  or	  interested	  in	  

this	  issue)	  and	  furthermore,	  indirectly	  appears	  to	  hinder	  more	  women	  taking	  part	  of	  the	  

governing	  of	  the	  country.	  This	  influence	  from	  the	  press	  might	  have	  an	  impact	  on	  the	  fact	  

that	  there	  are	  so	  few	  female	  politicians	  in	  the	  Colombian	  government,	  reproducing	  

discourses	  that	  to	  a	  bigger	  or	  lesser	  degree	  are	  based	  upon	  patriarchal	  ideas	  and	  

ideologies.	  On	  a	  positive	  note,	  the	  last	  year	  did	  also	  hold	  great	  process	  in	  terms	  of	  

publicly	  homosexual	  ministers	  and	  a	  female	  minister	  on	  a	  new	  post	  (industry,	  commerce	  

and	  tourism),	  considered	  a	  traditionally	  male	  post.	  That	  Piedad	  Cordoba	  was	  elected	  to	  

join	  the	  peace	  negotiations	  can	  also	  be	  considered	  a	  great	  victory	  for	  the	  women’s	  rights.	  

One	  solution	  to	  the	  problem	  of	  gendered	  media	  coverage	  is	  educating	  media	  students	  so	  

they	  become	  gender	  conscious,	  including	  gender	  courses	  at	  the	  media	  programmes	  in	  

the	  Universities	  (this	  most	  probably	  already	  exists,	  but	  fact	  is	  that	  in	  the	  universities	  of	  

Honduras	  for	  example,	  this	  type	  of	  education	  started	  just	  last	  year,	  in	  2013).	  The	  first	  

step	  towards	  equality	  is	  being	  conscious	  about	  one	  self	  and	  the	  surrounding	  context.	  

There	  is	  most	  certainly	  still	  a	  differentiation	  between	  women	  and	  men	  in	  the	  media	  
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discourse,	  but	  there	  seems	  to	  be	  an	  existing	  process,	  only	  in	  the	  last	  two	  years,	  of	  

braking	  down	  the	  gender	  norms	  and	  the	  prejudice.	  Language,	  ideologies	  and	  discourses	  

are	  ever	  changing,	  although	  not	  in	  a	  linear	  way.	  In	  a	  chaotic,	  contradictory	  manner,	  it	  

seems	  that	  the	  discourses	  affecting	  female	  politicians	  are	  changing	  to	  the	  better.	  	  	  
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