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Abstract 

India has had a complicated and close relationship to Britain for hundreds of years. The 

nations have been connected both politically and economically. In the colonial times, India 

was ruled by Britain and had the power to depict the colonies in the way that suited their 

own interests. According to Edward Said, Orientalism is a discourse that affected the 

depicturing of Eastern countries, such as India. This depicturing is connected to the unequal 

power relations between Britain and India, and made it possible for Westerners to create 

and spread Oriental stereotypes that were racist, sexist and ethnocentric. Today the 

international relations have changed, and a more global society is growing. To understand if 

a global news channel, such as BBC World, still depicture India as a distant and exotic other 

or as a part of the global society, this study looked at how BBC World depictured India in the 

news videos of online news flow.  

By coding over 200 news videos from BBC World’s webpage, this quantitative study gives an 

insight to how India is generally presented on BBC World, in the online news flow 2-3rd of 

April, 2015. The coding scheme was based on Said’s definition of Orientalism, and 

demonstrates how parts of his concept of Orientalism can be operationalized to study 

Orientalism in a quantitative study. In contrast to Said’s Oriental discourse, the results 

showed that BBC World depictured people in India as neither exotic nor very distant. 

However, India was depictured as an up and coming nation with a growing economy, a 

depicturing which can be connected to Britain’s own national interest in India and the 

international relations of today. Finally, a question for future discussions is hoisted; is an 

updated version of Orientalism needed, to capture the growing global society and discourses 

of today?  
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1.  Introduction 

Since the beginning of the 19th century the Orient has been a Western expression for Asia 

and especially Middle East and India. India was controlled by Britain from 1665-1947 and it 

has since been exotified and romanticized by Western societies.1  

Globalization has been said to make the world feel smaller today than ever before. 

International companies, media and news create possibilities to give an insight to various 

countries that the viewer has never seen with their own eyes.2 However, exotification might 

still exist today.3 This master thesis will look into if already set stereotypes, made in an 

oppressive environment hundreds of years ago, might still be reflected in today’s news flow. 

This study will focus on how the flow of the Western based international news channel BBC 

World portrays India. Is India being portrayed as “Us”, as being part of a global society, or as 

the  “Them”, the distant Other?  

With the help of a quantitative content analysis, this study focuses on news videos about 

India that are available on BBC World’s webpage. This will help acquire a wide understanding 

of how India is portrayed. Once colonized by the West and Britain, is India still portrayed as 

something exotic, distanced and different from the West in today’s international news flow? 

2. Research problem 

Orientalism is an expression that has been used to describe early Western fantasies about 

the East. Orientalism by Edward Said has been a core ingredient in the debate about the 

Oriental discourse, since it was published in 1978.4 Here Said analyzed historical texts that 

had been made by Western scholars with the aim of exploring the distant worlds of the 

Orient. 5 According to Said, texts like these created the Oriental discourse; a collection of 

Western fantasies about the East. He claimed that these fantasies had been created through 

                                                           
1
 Turner, 2003:101  

2
 McPhail 2010:256   

3
 Said 1978:22 

4
 Varisco 2012:xi; MacKenzie 1995:4 

5
 Said 1978:73 
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oppression. 6 According to Said and other scholars, exotification and the Oriental discourse 

might still exist today in modern media and online.7 The aim of this study is to explore how a 

global news media such as BBC World, depicture India today. By coding over 200 news 

videos from BBC World’s webpage, the quantitative research will give an insight to how India 

is generally presented on BBC World. Is it possible that fragments of the Oriental discourse 

that Said presented, is still present in today’s global news?  Or is India depicted as being a 

part of a global society?  

This quantitative study is mostly connected to and based on Said’s definition of Orientalism. 

However Orientalism was published 37 years ago, before Internet and global media. It was a 

time when globalization was not as present as it is today and when India had a different 

economical position in the global economy.8 In the ongoing debate about Orientalism, Said 

has been accused of being too diffuse with his definition of Orientalism, something that will 

be discussed more in detail in the section “6.4 The debate - What was unsaid”. This study 

hopes to contribute to the ongoing debate about Orientalism; and to see if it is possible to 

apply Edward Said’s wide concepts of Orientalism in a quantitative research. 

3. Research questions 

The overall focus of this study is to see how India is being depictured on the online news 

videos on BBC World on the 2-3rd of April, 2015. The two research questions are: 

If an Oriental discourse is present in the news videos, how is it present?  

How are people being depictured in the news videos and are they being depictured as a part 

of the global society or distant and exotic? 

 

                                                           
6
 Said 1978:19 

7
 Said 1978:22, Varisco 2012:92 

8
 Said 1978:15; Baylis, Owens, Smith 2011:85 
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4. Background 

To understand how the colonial and the historical relationship between Britain and India 

might affect the depicturing of India in BBC World, the historical background and their 

current relationship is presented. A short description of BBC’s history as one of the world’s 

most influential news channel will also be discussed. 

 

4.1 The colonial times and today 

 

British India is the parts of India that was controlled by Britain under the period of 1858-

1947. Already in the 17th century, the British East India Company gained power over the 

trading industry in British India. In 1765, the East India Company governed the taxation law 

in the country. The British Empire expanded and in 1858 British India became a British 

colony. Now Britain controlled the nation, the trade and the politics of that area.9 The 

expansion of the British Empire was not only about international trade, it was also seen as a 

way to propagate civilization to uncivilized places in the world.10 

British India did not get its independence until 1947. Shortly thereafter the country was 

separated in to four states: Pakistan, Bangladesh, Burma and India.11 Today India is the 

largest democracy in the world.12 There is also a large Indian diaspora in Britain and the 

global economic landscape has changed. Since 2003 India is one of the countries whose 

economic power has grown the most, together with the other so called BRIC countries 

(Brazil, Russia, India and China).13  The BRIC countries are in charge of 50 percent of the 

global foreign exchange reserves. This development also affects the international 

relationships further. India is seen as an interesting area for investments and as a growing 

market that other countries want to be a part of.14  

                                                           
9
 Ne.se, Brittiska Imperiet  

10
 Ne.se, Imperiet byggs upp 

11
 Ne.se, Brittiska Imperiet  

12
 Thussu 2007:91 

13
 Baylis, Owens, Smith 2011:85  

14
 Baylis, Owens, Smith 2011:85-86 
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India and Britain have had a complicated relationship surrounded by power struggles for 

more than 300 years. In Orientalism, Said studied historical texts written by Westerners, 

about the East. There he found the presence of an Oriental discourse. However, Said meant 

that the Oriental discourse would be present in modern texts as well.15 This study will 

examine if the Oriental discourse is visible in the British global media channel BBC World.  

 

4.2 BBC  

 

BBC (British Broadcasting Corporation) is a television company from Britain that produces, 

transmits and sells programs.16 As a public service channel, BBC is funded partly by a license 

fee by the British citizens, and partly by the profits from BBC Worldwide .17 According to BBC 

World, they reach over 288 million households all over the world, in 200 countries.18 In 

Television, globalization and cultural identities Chris Barker states that BBC is one of the 

oldest and most integrated television organizations in the world.19  

BBC World is a 24-hour broadcast news channel that has been said to have a strong 

credibility worldwide.20 According to Barker, TV is still an important forum for people to get 

access to a world outside our own and to get an insight and knowledge about places we 

never have visited.21 This master thesis focuses on the online platform of BBC World and the 

news videos that depict India. Most of those news videos have also been broadcasted on TV 

on BBC World.  

                                                           
15

 Said 1978:22 
16

 Barker 1999:45 
17

 Thussu 2007:7; BBC Worldwide 
18

 BBC, Advertising; BBC, Advertising Worldwide 
19

 Barker 1999:45 
20

  Thussu 2007:66 
21

 Barker 1999:3 
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5. Literature review and previous research  

Edward Said’s Orientalism has been used in studies in many different research fields22. To get 

an insight to how Orientalism have been applied in different settings, earlier research and 

research fields that have used Said’s Orientalism will be discussed in brief. 

 

5.1 Previous research on Orientalism 

 

In Orientalism: History, Theory and the Arts, John MacKenzie argues that Edward Said’s book 

Orientalism has influenced fields such as women’s studies, art history, colonial literary 

theory, heritage studies and tourism studies, to mention a few.23 Some examples of studies 

that have applied Said’s definition of Orientalism will be presented in brief, to give an 

understanding of how the concept has been used in different research fields. 

An example of how Orientalism has been used in law is Teemu Ruskola’s book Legal 

Orientalism: China, the United States, and Modern law.  Richard Harrison Martin’s and 

Harold Koda’s book Orientalism: Visions of the East in Western Dress, is an example of how it 

is applied in fashion studies. Enlightenment Orientalism: Resisting the Rise of the Novel by 

Srinivas Aravamudan is written in the field of literature and Reina Lewis’ Gendering 

Orientalism: Race, Femininity and Representation is just one example of when Orientalism 

has been applied in gender studies.24 Fred Dallmayr’s Beyond Orientalism: Essays on Cross-

Cultural Encounter, Jane Naomi Iwamura’s Virtual Orientalism: Asian Religions and American 

Popular Culture and Urs App’s book The birth of orientalism are also examples of how 

Orientalism has been useful in political science, philosophy and religion.25  

Said’s concept of Orientalism has also been used in journalism and media studies. In Visceral 

Cosmopolitanism – gender, culture and the normalization of difference, Mica Nava applies 

                                                           
22

 MacKenzie 1995:4 
23

 MacKenzie 1995:4 
24

 Aravamudan 2012:xiv; Lewis 1996:15-16; Martin, Koda 1994:17; Ruskola 2013:4  
25

 App 2010:xi; Dallmayr 1996:63; Iwamura 2010:5 
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cosmopolitanism and Orientalism to study Otherness, antiracism, gender and identity. 26 A 

part of her study looks at the British department store Selfridge and their promotion of the 

store. The promotion was partly based on columns that were published in magazines 

between 1909-1939. Naca argues that the exotification in these commercials strengthened 

the differences between different cultures, but the exotification also made people 

interested in other cultures and other parts of the world.27 She argues that the depicturing 

of different cultures, fashions and traditions that were based on Western fantasies, should 

not only be seen as part of an oppressive and racist discourse, but also as a sign of curiosity 

where the consumers got invited to feel an urge to merge with other cultures and to be 

inspired by them.28 

In Global News – reporting conflicts and cosmopolitanism, Alexa Robertson uses Said’s 

concept of Orientalism to study the “reversed Orientalism”; when Europe is being depicted 

by the outside world. Robertson uses the Al Jazeera’s production “Surprising Europe” as an 

example of this reversed point of view and argues that Orientalism could be reworked to 

capture the global news flows of today.29  

In the chapter “Media and Muslims landscapes”, from Islam and the Australian News Media 

by Benjamin Isakhan, Orientalism is applied to study Australian news media in the printing 

press. Isakhan studies the depicturing of the Middle East and connects it to the Oriental 

discourse and its structures. 30 He also connects the study to the early printing press in 

Australia, which mirrored the Oriental discourse. Isakhan claims that the Australian news still 

contains racist and Oriental discourse when depicting the Middle East.31 He suggests that it 

is possible to argue that Western mainstream media today still depictures countries in the 

East as a contrast to Europe; as non-white, non-Western, non-civilized and non-Christian.32  

                                                           
26

 Nava 2007:3, 6 
27

 Nava 2007:19-20 
28

 Nava 2007:40 
29

 Robertson 2015:86 
30

 Isakhan 2010:3-4 
31

 Isakhan 2010:4 
32

 Isakhan 2010:8 
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Orientalism has, in other words, been used in different fields of study and is still applied 

today. However, even though Orientalism has been applied and referred to in many fields, 

none of the studies that were encountered when writing this master thesis used Orientalism 

in a quantitative analysis. Instead it seems to be more common to apply Orientalism in a 

qualitative study and use methods such as critical discourse analysis, discourse analysis or 

hermeneutic methods.33 This study aims to see if parts of the debated concept of 

Orientalism can be applied in a quantitative study. Even though a quantitative study cannot 

dig as deep as a qualitative study, it makes it possible to look at a large amount of material 

and analyze if the exotification of India is present and how common this portraiture is. 34  

A more detailed description of the methods being applied in this master thesis is presented 

in “8.Method”. 

 

6. Theoretical point of departure 

This study applies Edward Said’s concept of Orientalism. Here Edwards Said’s definition of the 

Orient and Orientalism will be explained and discussed more in detail, to give an 

understanding of what the concepts try to grasp and their limitations. This will be followed 

by a discussion of the critic that Edward Said’s Orientalism has met. Then the concepts Us 

and the Other and Cosmopolitanism will be discussed to show how they are applied in this 

study.  

 

6.1 Orientalism – What Said said 

 

                                                           
33

 Aksoy 2011:15; Gustavsson 2011:15; Hajo 2009:7; Hodén 2010:2; Masifi 2007:8; Reinholdsson 2010:5; 
Söderholm, Wozniak 2007:5; Yaglikcilar 2013:3 
34 Neuendorf 2002:1; Van Dijk 2009:358 
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To get an understanding for the concepts of exotification and Othering, the master thesis 

will use Edward Said’s book Orientalism. Orientalism was written in 1978, and has been a 

center for the debate about Orientalism ever since.35  

According to Said, the Orient is not a static expression; it has been used to differ Us and the 

Other.36 The idea of the Orient is produced through oppression of the East by the West 

throughout history; an oppression that he means still exists.37  

In Orientalism, the concept exotification is discussed and connected to the colonial history of 

the East. Orientalism therefor makes it possible to get a broader understanding of what 

exotification is, what it has been, how it is used and what effects it can have. Edward Said’s 

theories have helped to formulate the questions in the coding scheme for the content 

analysis. To read more about the definition of Orientalism and the Orient that will be applied 

in this study, see “8. Method”.   

 

6.2 The Orient  

 

According to Edward Said, the Orient is a discourse, formed by the West since the 16th 

century.38 There is difference a between the expressions Orientalism and the Orient. 

Orientalism can, as will be explained later, be seen as a Western discipline developed to 

study the Orient.39 The Orient is the term for the actual setting that was studied within that 

discipline.  

According to Said, the Orient is a European invention, a Western thought which the 

countries that were seen as belonging to the Orient, had no saying in.40 In other words; Said 

                                                           
35

 Varisco 2012:xi 
36 Said 1978:17 

37 Said 1978:22  

38
 Said 1978:xiii 

39
 Said 1978:73,197 

40
 Said 1978:1, 5 



Leone Söderlind Serrander 
Master thesis 
Masters programme in Media and Communication Studies, ST 15  
IMS, Stockholm University  
  
 

12 
 

means that the Orient did not have the power to decide the depicturing of itself.41 The 

Orient was depictured as a contrast to Europe, an uncivilized place filled with desires, evil 

and barbaric acts.42 It would be a contrast to Europe in its idea, experience, personality and 

image.43  

However, as mentioned before, Orientalism and Said’s definitions have been under critic 

from different scholars. According to Varisco, Said claimed that the Orient was a European 

invention and a manmade construction, but never stated that America and Europe and areas 

and boarders were also imaginative.44 This study is based on the idea that all boarders and 

countries are in a sense manmade and imaginative. And that people carry different 

perceptions and fantasies about countries, fantasies that are affected by stereotypes, 

identity and power relations. Stereotypes that can be strengthen or weakened by for 

instance media, such as BBC World. 

 

6.3 Orientalism  

 

There are different types of Orientalism and the term has been used in different ways.45 In 

Greek, Latin and Roman languages, Orientalism originally had an astronomical meaning that 

was connected to the coordination of stars and the sun.46 In the West in the 17th century, 

Orientalism referred to members of the Orthodox and Greek Church. In it the 18th century, 

Orientalism was used by Westerners to describe Eastern languages. And in the fields of art 

Orientalism had a different meaning, and referred to different genres of art. One genre was 

the Greek artists that were active in the 18th century and another genre of Orientalism was 

the Western artists that depictured the exotic far East in the 19th century. In History studies, 

Orientalism was instead used to refer to a certain time period; the British involvement in 

                                                           
41

 Said 1978:3 
42

 Said 1978:63 
43

 Said 1978:1-2 
44

 Varisco 2012:61 
45

 Said 1978:50 
46

 Varisco 2012:64 
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India between the years 1784-1835.47 In Europe, Orientalism also became a notion for, what 

Varisco calls, the false idea of the Orient.48  

This study will base the term on Edward Said’s definition. According to Said, Orientalism is a 

discipline that was developed by the West to study the Orient.49 Western scholars studied 

the “Oriental” societies, the citizens and their languages.50 Many of the studies were based 

on old myths of the Orient that was seen as fact in this discipline.51 It was based on a 

Western gaze on the Oriental countries, a gaze that saw itself as superior to the Orient.52 In 

other words; Orientalism can be seen as the Europeans knowledge of the Orient, which was 

at this time synonymous with Western authority.53 Said means that the Orient is a body of 

ideas and clichés that has been made throughout history, ideas which strengthen the West 

and the East’s differences and the East’s weaknesses.54 It is also important to note that this 

relationship was not equal; very few people from the East had the power to study, 

generalize and describe the West in the same manner as the West described the Orient and 

the people living there.55 Therefore Orientalism can be seen as a sign of power that West 

had over the Orient.56 

According to Said, Orientalism is part of Western domination, having authority and 

restricting the Orient.57 Orientalism is a European discourse that has been part of 

depicturing oriental characters and how the Orient should be viewed. It has been used by 

academies, travelers, commercial companies, governments, military and authors.58 Said 

points out that the Western ideas of the Orient have been strengthened by both traditional 

learning, by institutions such as governments, companies and universities and by literature.59 

                                                           
47

 Varisco 2012:81 
48

 Varisco 2012:64 
49

 Said 1978:73 
50

 Said 1978:333 
51

 Said 1978:62-63 
52

 Said 1978:203 
53

 Said 1978:197 
54

 Said 1978:204-205 
55

 Said 1978:204 
56

 Said 1978:6 
57

 Said 1978:3, Isakhan 2010:5 
58

 Said 1978:203 
59

 Said 1978:202 
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However Said does not point out media’s role in spreading or discharging Orientalism; the 

Western gaze on the Orient. One reason for why he does not mentions media’s role could be 

that he mostly focuses on texts written centuries ago, and when Orientalism was written, 

global media was not yet wide spread. However this study will hopefully help to shed some 

light upon how global news media today portray India which was part of the Orient, and if 

these old Western ideas still come into play. 

The expression Orientalism can be seen as old-fashioned and provocative.60 It was once 

based on racist stereotypes of the East.61 Therefore, an application of such an expressions is 

not uncomplicated. It has to be pointed out that this study is aware of the sensitivity to this 

term, and uses it to see if BBC World’s depicturing of India today can be connected to how 

Western experts once described the Orient. A description that was formed by a society that 

saw itself as superior to the Other.62 By applying the term, this study can see if the discourse 

is still present, even in news media today.  

 

6.4 The debate - What was unsaid 

 

When applying Edward Said’s concepts about Orientalism it is important to understand the 

limitations of these concepts. Daniel Martin Varisco has summarized the debate and 

criticism about Edward Said’s Orientalism, in the book Publications on the Near East: 

Reading Orientalism. Said and the Unsaid. Here Varisco presents critic formulated by 

American studies, Arabic studies, Economics, Biblical studies, Gender studies, Psychology, 

Art history and other fields.63  

Said’s definition of the Orient has, as mentioned earlier, been under discussion since 

Orientalism was published. Varisco states that Said does not make it clear for the reader to 

                                                           
60

 Said 1978:2-3 
61

 Said 1978:204 
62

 Said 1978:19 
63

 MacKenzie 1995:4; Varisco 2012:11-12 
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understand how he applies the different definitions in his study.64 According to Varisco, Said 

did not have a core definition of Orientalism, but three different ones; Orientalism as racist, 

ethnocentric and sexist. Racism is present in the texts that Said has studied and Said means 

that racism was also being naturalized because the Arab countries and India were under 

control of Europe. Said is claimed to be ethnocentric because he mentions that people in the 

Oriental countries was described as being barbaric, having a lack of moral and coming from 

an uncivilized culture. The third definition which Said has been said to use is sexism; because 

the Oriental women were said to be portrayed as sexual and the men was depictured as 

having a strong sexual urge which made them into threats and possible rapist.65  Varisco 

points out that these three characters of Orientalism cannot be restricted to only 

Orientalism but can be applied to all interaction between humans. 66  In that sense, a text 

that contains all the three definitions of Orientalism is not always an Orientalist text. 

However, Said never argued that these characteristics were only meant to describe the 

presence of Orientalism in a text. The characteristics were perhaps not meant to be 

restricted to only Orientalism but may have been used just to showcase what the discourse 

Orientalism existed of.   

Because of these different definitions, Said has been critiqued for having too wide 

definitions of Orientalism, which makes it hard to apply it in a scientific study.67 This was also 

the case in this study. Said’s wide definition of Orientalism makes it hard to operationalize 

the concept of the Orient and Orientalism. 68 To be able to apply them to a quantitative 

study to study the depicturing of India on BBC World’s news videos, the concepts had to be 

adapted and narrowed down. How they were narrowed will be presented more in detail in 

“Methods”. But by using Said’s wide definitions, the study did not risk being too narrow.69  
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According to Varisco, Said’s study has been criticized for being full of contradictions, and for 

being theoretically inconsistent.70 The historical text that Said has been studying has not 

been studied through a correct historical method, an opinion that Said himself also agreed 

with.71 Critics have argued that Said selected parts of historical texts and analyzed them 

outside of their historical contexts. They argue that he did not apply a correct and 

transparent method. 72 He has also been accused for delicately selected texts that which 

were racist and ethnocentric. 73 However, it is possible to use some of Said’s concepts to 

capture the discourse of Orientalism, as long as this study has a transparent method itself.  

Varisco has critiqued Said for the fact that Said is highlighting how the Orient discourse did 

not give a voice to the voiceless, the people within the Oriental societies, and at the same 

time he did not himself apply any Arabic texts in the discussions about the Orient. While Said 

was highlighting a misrepresentation, he did not let them represent themselves in his 

study.74 However I would like to argue that the focus of Orientalism was not to spread the 

knowledge about how the Orient has been represented all over the world, instead 

Orientalism focused on the Western view, which Said was criticizing. The Western view of 

the Orient is also the focus of this study. This master thesis does not try to understand how 

India is portrayed in other domestic news channels; instead it is focused on how India is 

being represented from a Western point of view, on a global platform.  

Varisco criticized Said for saying that Orientalism was a Western construction and discourse. 

Varisco points out that the Orient is not only a Western discourse. He means that there is 

also a real Orient; with real-life people who have their own ideas.75 This criticism has been 

taken into consideration in this study. It is important to state here that this study does not 

either focus on studying the “real” India and the people who live there. This study focuses on 

the depicturing of India from a Western global news channel; the BBC World. With that 

being said, this does not mean that I ignore the existence of the citizens of India. But the 
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result of this study does not aim to study India, it focuses on how India is depictured. It 

studies whether the news about India is connected to a global point of view that invites a 

viewer to identify with the people on the screen, or if it portrays India and the people in the 

news videos as distant and exotic.   

Some critics argue that Orientalism is several books in one.76 However I would like to argue 

that a book is always different depending on the reader, the reader’s expectations, 

background and what the reader is looking for. For this study Orientalism is a tool to study if 

the oriental discourse still might be present today in BBC World. Orientalism has been 

helpful to get a bigger picture of how colonialism and power have shaped the picture of the 

Other and the Orient. 

Despite of all the criticism of Edward Said’s concepts in Orientalism and their deficiencies, 

Said’s concepts made it possible to understand how the Orient has been portrayed by the 

West throughout history and the oppression that might be the background for this 

depicturing. By applying Said’s wide definitions as a base for this study, it was possible to 

construct a coding scheme that could capture BBC World’s depicturing of India and if the 

discourse and power relations still were present.  

All the criticism of Orientalism from the different fields does not necessary mean that 

Orientalism is not useful in this study, but instead showcases how influential Orientalism has 

been for so many different disciplines. The importance of Orientalism is also a reason to why 

this study is still important when studying Orientalism today. Can wide concepts that Edward 

Said presented 37 years ago, still be applied in the global world of news? 

 

6.5 Us and the Other  
 

In this study Edward Said’s idea of Us and the Other is applied. Said argues that the 

expression Us and the Other can be a division where West is Us and the Other is something 
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outside the Western boarders.77 In Said’s point of view, Europe and the Orient have been 

depictured as Us and the Other, a manmade construction.78 Said means that this division 

created a group identity for Europeans in the colonial times, where Europe was depictured 

as the superior us in contrast to the Other; the Orient. 79 These ideas was developed through 

oppression and made it possible for Europeans and Westerns to point out how they stood in 

contrast to the Other.80   

To understand more about how Othering can be present in the news videos from BBC World, 

Alexa Robertson’s book Mediated Cosmopolitanisms. The World of Television News will be 

applied. Robertson hypothesizes that news can either make the viewer identify with the 

distant Other, or just be a spectator of the news.81 The reporter is the one who leads the 

viewer’s gaze and can get the viewer involved in the story.82 This gives an understanding to 

the reporters’ and the narratives’ role in the production, and how empathy and 

identification can be created and the effects on a macro level.  

The former social psychologist Henri Tajfel and the book Social Identity and Intergroup 

Relations will also be applied in this study in order to get a broader understanding on how 

prejudice, Othering and group identity works and why it might exist. 83 However, when using 

the expression Us and the Other, it is important to be aware of that a study of Otherization, 

can itself be a part of differ people and strengthen the fraction between groups.84 Therefor it 

is important to point out that this study is not using the terms Us and the Other to describe a 

reality and to state that groups are different in real life, to generalize and speak for how 

people actual act and behave in India - but to see if such constructions are present in BBC 

World.85  
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Richard Kilborn’s article “´Speak my language’: current attitudes to television subtitling and 

dubbing” will also be applied. Kilborn argues that language plays a key role in power 

relations between countries. Language helps us to both identify ourselves within our own 

group and nation, and can also make us distinguish people outside our own group. According 

to Kilborn, the choice of language can be connected to imperialism and power.86 In India 

there are 18 languages recognized by the constitution.87 In this study the language of the 

speaking actors will be measured, to see how often they speak English, how often the actors 

are subtitled or dubbed and how common it is that a dubbed actor gets an Indian accent. 

 

According to Said and Varisco exotification and the Oriental discourse might still exist today 

in modern media and online.88 This study aims to see if the Oriental discourse, as Said 

defines it, might be present on the global news channel BBC World.  

 

6.6 Cosmopolitanism 

 

This thesis involves discussion globalization and cosmopolitanism study how the news videos 

on BBC World might invite the viewer to understand and identify with people from other 

parts of the world or strengthen the differences through an Oriental discourse. Globalization 

and cosmopolitanism help answer the second research question: is India being depicted as a 

part of the global society? 

Cosmopolitanism can be seen as an ideal with a positive view on globalism. According to 

Simon Cottle, in Global crisis reporting : journalism in the global age, a cosmopolitan point of 

view is the belief that globalization strengthen the ability for people to identify with each 

other beyond nation boarders, and to communicate with each other without being 

restricted to national and cultural differences. Globalization is believed to make it easier for 
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people to understand and feel close to individuals in other parts of the world. 89 With the 

help of modern techniques such as TV, radio and phones the world is becoming smaller and 

more democratic, according to this point of view.90 Cottle also point out that global news 

channels, such as BBC, can contribute to bring people from different parts of the world, 

together.91 In Television, globalization and cultural identities Chris Barker also argues that TV 

can give the viewer access to parts of the world that he or she has not seen before or been 

in contact with, which can contribute to knowledge and insight into other people’s lives.92  

However, cosmopolitanism has also been criticized for this positive outlook.93 Scholars like 

Kai Hafez believe that globalization and a cultural flow is still restricted to the power of the 

West, and that the flow of communication and cultural exchange is not equal between the 

East and the West. 94 In The Myth of Media Globalization, Hafez argue that even though 

media have the ability to show people from different cultures, people still tend to identify 

themselves with their own culture and other people as “Others”.95  

In Global communication: Theories, Stakeholders, and Trends Thomas McPhail highlight the 

importance of international relations when studying global news. He means that global news 

is affected by the global world of today and the international relations between nations. 96 

This study looks into if the news videos on BBC World seem to invite the viewers to identify 

with people on the screen and to be part of the same world, or if they create a distance 

towards each other. Is there a global point of view, which can make people identify with 

each other, across the nation boarders, as Cottle and Barker argues?97 Or is there an Oriental 

discourse present in the news videos, which depict India as a distant and exotic Other?  
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7. Material and limitations 

To understand how the material was selected for this study, a detailed explanation is 

presented. It will showcase how the material was collected step by step, as well as the 

obstacles in this process and limitation of this study.  

 

7.1 BBC World India - The first step  

 

To see how BBC World depictured India, this study focused on the webpage BBC World India. 

An earlier pilot study did focus on BBC World’s broadcasts on TV, however that pilot study 

showed that the material that focused on India on the TV broadcast was limited. To be able 

to capture more relevant material that focuses on India, the thesis instead focused on BBC 

World webpage. Here, on BBC World India, a news flow of videos that focus on India is 

present which makes it possible to study a larger sample.  

BBC World does not have a certain page for online videos. So to find the news reports about 

India, this study began with looking at the page BBC World India, where a various articles, 

pictures and videos from BBC World India had been posted.98 Through the section 

“Watch/Listen”, four videos of India were presented.  
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To understand how BBC World reports about India, this study looked at these top four 

videos. All of them were connected to other news videos that in turn were connected to 

other news videos. This created a news flow of videos. All the videos in this news flow, which 

were connected to India, were coded.   

By doing this, a wide range of reportage about India that was published between the years 

2010-2015 was collected and analyzed through the coding scheme. Each headline for every 

news video was also noted, so it would not be possible to code the same video if it appeared 

in another news flow.99  

 

7.2 Coding - The second step  

 

On 2th of April, a total of 68 videos had been coded through the flow of the four main videos 

presented on the main page on BBC World India. However, to get a greater more 

generalizable sample, the material was expanded. In the next step, the search engine on BBC 

World was used to search for India. When using the search engine to search the word 

“India”, the top news stories about India were presented. Some of the results were articles 

and some of them were links to other webpages of BBC. However this study only analyzed 

the news videos of India from BBC World that was presented on the first two pages of search 

results. 

In other words; on the 2-3rd of April in 2015, the top four videos about India on BBC World 

were coded and the news flow that those videos created. After that, the top two pages of 

results that were presented when searching for “India” on BBC World’s webpage were 

scanned to find news videos about India. All of the news videos that were connected to India 

and the news flow of those videos were coded. The time period for conducting this study 

was picked randomly, within the limitation of the time period for this study. A total of 222 

items were coded.  
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7.3 The limitations 

 

The dates 2-3rd of April were chosen randomly and collected videos from the time period 

2010-2015. To be able to capture the flow of all the news videos and their links to other 

news videos, the coding had to be done under a restricted time period.  Because the news 

videos came from such a wide time period of five years, some of them would probably 

appear again in a similar content analysis of BBC India, however the result from this study is 

only based on what was found 2-3rd of April, 2015. 

Because this material had to be collected and coded on a time restriction, to capture the 

news flow, all of the news videos that were presented had to be coded at once. It was not 

possible to go back a few days later to double check the material or to find the way back to 

the news flow because the flow changes daily. This is a limitation to this study, because the 

material was not double coded and was only processed by one coder, which can affect the 

reliability of the study. However, by doing a code scheme with detailed instruction, this 

study aimed to be as transparent as possible.  

The time restriction for the coding also meant that the coder needed to follow the news flow 

of links until the flow ended. This meant that, for instance, the first 68 videos were coded 

under a time period of 19 hours at a stretch, a period were the coder only had a few breaks. 

This could have affected the results, because the coder could have been affected by coding 

that amount of material under such an intense time period. However, a lot of error in the 

coding was avoided by a clear coding scheme and detailed instructions.   

Some news videos in the news flow were connected to each other because they focused on 

the same country or a similar topic. Therefore, some news videos in the flow did not 

mention India, and was not relevant for this study. When a news video appeared that was 

not about India, it was noted in the coding scheme and was not coded any further.   
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In the early stage of this study the news flow from all the presented videos was followed, 

even the flow of the news videos that did not mention India. However, soon this resulted in 

105 news videos that was only noted in the coding scheme but could not be coded, because 

the videos were not connected to India. Therefore the method changed to only code the 

flow from videos that did mention India.  

It is important to state that the news flow on BBC World would be different if it was studied 

another day, because the news flow changes, links and new news videos about India varies. 

This study is only analyzing the material that was captured from the flow of news videos on 

BBC World 2-3rd of April, 2015. 

Some videos about India that exist on BBC World might not have appeared in this search, 

since they might not have been linked to the news flows that followed. However this study 

captured what a consumer of BBC World would have seen if the consumer looked at the top 

news videos about India and the top results about India in the search engine, 2-3rd of April, 

2015.    

8.  Method  

To get an understanding of how the method was operationalized and how the material was 

coded, a description of the different variables in the coding scheme is presented. This is only 

to give an overview of the different variables; a more detailed definition of all the variables is 

available in “Appendix 2 - Definitions of variables”.100  

 

A content analysis makes it possible to look at a large amount of material and analyze if the 

exotification of India is present and how common this portraiture is.101 This could give an 

understanding on how India is depictured and help answer the questions if parts of the 

Oriental discourse are present and if people in the news are depictures as a part of a global 

society or a distant one. When applying a content analysis it is important to be aware of and 
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reflect over the researchers’ own role.102 Even though a content analysis can give a more 

generalized result than a qualitative method, the researcher has the power to construct the 

study, the coding scheme and the analysis.103 To strengthen the transparency, the coding 

scheme is explained in detail. A discussion about validity and reliability can be found in “8.8 

Validity and reliability”. The content analysis was coded in the statically analytic software 

SPSS (Statistical Package for the Social Sciences).  

 

This study aims to see how India was being depicted on BBC World; was India being depicted 

as a part of a global community or in contrast as a distant exotic other. A range of variables, 

that will be presented more in detail, made it possible to study if India was being depicted as 

a distant and exotic Other, or as a part of the global community. Some of the variables have a 

connection to Said’s definition of Orientalism to study if India was depicted as a distant 

Other, and some variables focus on capturing general aspects of the material. An example of 

variables that capture general aspects of the material is the background variables, these are 

variables that could capture if the news video was possible to view, if it had an error and the 

ID of the news video. A more detailed description is given in “8.1 The first variables”.  

However, it is important to be aware of the fact that the concept of Orientalism can be hard 

to operationalize; it is wide and diffuse concept.104 Therefore, this master thesis has chosen 

to construct a coding scheme that can capture fragments of the Oriental discourse, it should 

be seen as a collection of variables and not an attempt to sum up the concept of Orientalism 

as a whole. The variables are being presented separately to give an overview of how each 

variable can contribute to the results. 

The Oriental discourse includes stereotypes, differences and Othering and a coding scheme 

which are based on the discourse to capture the eventual presence of it, could in itself be 

seen as strengthening these differences, stereotypes and parts of the Oriental discourse. 

Therefore it is important to state that these variables do not try to mirror how India and 
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individuals in the world act in real life, but how fragments of the Oriental discourse might still 

be luring in the depicturing of India in BBC World.  

 

8.1 The first variables 

 

The first variables in the coding scheme; ID, Video Error, Connected to India, Kind of news 

item and Year were used to understand the background of the actual news video. These 

helped to put the results in the right context and to see, for instance, which year the news 

video was published, if the news video could not be watched due to technical problems on 

the BBC World’s webpage, if the news video was connected to India at all and what kind of 

news item the news video was; a reportage, news desk, reportage without comment, an 

interview or something that was recorded inside a studio.105   

 

8.2 The reporter or speaker 

 

The next variables focused on the eventual reporter or speaker in the news video. Was there 

a reporter or a speaker? What gender did the reporter and speaker have? And what kind of 

accent did the reporter and speaker seem to have? By coding the accent and gender it was 

possible to study whether India was depictured as being talked about, by people from other 

parts of the world, rather by letting people there depicture themselves, something Said 

suggests is a part of the Oriental discourse.106   

 

However, the accent of a reporter or speaker was a difficult variable to address. The actual 

nationality of the reporter and speaker was never meant to be coded; instead the accent of 

the reporter or speaker was coded. All the reporters and speakers could have been coded by 

the actual nationality, by letting the coder search for each reporter’s information online. 

However, by coding the information by what the reporter and speaker seemed to have due 
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to accent, it became possible to code what an actual viewer might see. An actual viewer 

might not have the correct fact of every reporter and speaker available when watching these 

news videos. When it was not possible to code what nationality the speaker might have had, 

the value Other was used. However, it would have been helpful if two coders would coded 

the same material, because basing a nationality on accent makes room for interpretations.107  

 

These variables were only used in order to see if the reporter or speaker, which is said to be 

leading the narrative and the viewer in a news report, is only being presented by what seems 

to be Western actors.108 If that would be the case, this could be connected to Said’s 

definition of Orientalism, where only Westerners gave their point of view on Eastern 

countries and had a power to depicture them in a larger degree than people living there 

could depicture themselves or Westerners.109  

 

It is also important to be aware of that the code sheet in itself can be viewed as creating 

divisions between people. When measuring an Oriental discourse, the method can be seen 

as strengthening the old divisions and stereotypes. This was never the pursuit of the study, 

however to be able to code the presence of the Oriental discourse, some variables had to be 

based on the discourse.  

 

The variable values for measuring the accent and the perceived background of the speaker 

and the reporter, were “UK”, “Asia”, “Europe”, “US”, “Africa”, “France”, “China”, “Middle East“ 

“Other” and “No speaker/reporter”. An accent is mostly connected to the area or nation 

where a person comes from, however this code sheet could not capture the reporter’s or 

speaker’s real nationality. An accent can change over time and can be affected by many 

factors; some reporters or speakers might have many nationalities and people who speak 

fluent English might still come from another part of the world than Britain or the West. You 

could also argue that there is no such thing as an European, Asian or African accent, because 
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these large areas include too many nations, areas and dialects. However, these wide variable 

values were chosen to give a broad understanding if the reporters or speakers seemed to 

have a Western, African or Eastern background. The importance of applying these variable 

values was to see who got to represent and talk about India in the news stories, and if this 

could be connected to the Oriental discourse. In that sense, the actual background of the 

reporter or speaker was not the focus, instead it focuses on how the news item and accent 

could be perceived. This is of course a limitation in itself; where the coder is forced to decide 

what accent the person in the news item seem to have. This room for interpretation is a 

limitation of the coding scheme, and can be hindered in future studies by letting two or more 

coders look at the material.   

 

In the book Gendering Orientalism: Race, Femininity and Representation, Raina Lewis 

mentions Said’s lack of a gender perspective in Orientalism. She argues that he does not take 

into account how gender might affect the depicturing of the Orient, either when it comes to 

female historical writers or how women might interpret the Orient differently.110 In contrast 

to Said, this study tries to capture gender issues and differences in the depicturing of India in 

BBC World’s news videos, by coding the reporters’, the speakers’ and the speaking actors’ 

gender. Is it mostly men or women who lead the narrative as speakers or reporters? And is it 

mostly women or men who get to speak?  

 

8.3 The main subject 

 

According to Said, the Orient has been depictured as uncivilized and barbaric.111 Isakhan also 

claims that news of today can be connected to the Oriental discourse.112 To study how India 

is depictured by BBC World, it is important to see what subject the news videos are 

connected to. The main subject that could be coded was for instance “Politics”,  

“Travel/Tourism”, “Crime”, “Culture” and “Economy”. The main subject was chosen according 
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to what the news video was mostly about. Sometimes a topic could be both about politics 

and crime, but if the news video mostly focused on the crime then the coder chose “Crime”. 

To be able to decide the topic, the headlines for the news video could also help to see how 

BBC World framed the news video.   

 

Under the time period of 2010-2015 a lot of news dealt with crimes of mass-sterilization and 

rape. Another variable, Detailed crime, was added to code the news items more in detail.  To 

be able to get an overview of how many news videos focused on these types of crimes, the 

coder could choose from the values “Rape”, “Sterilization”, “Other” and “No crime”. 

Unfortunately this variable was not extended further and missed values such as “Politics” 

and “Economy”. However, it made it possible to get an understanding of how often “Rape” 

and “Sterilization” was present.113  

 

8.4 Need of help? 

 

In Orientalism, Said mention that the Orient has been portrayed as being fixed to Europe and 

in need of help from the West.114 Said also argues that the Orient is made out of ideas which 

strengthen West and East’s differences and Easts weaknesses.115 

 

To study if this friction was still present and if BBC World had a Western point of view, this 

section made is possible to code when India was compared to the West, was said to need 

help from the West or Western countries, or if India in contrast needed help from Eastern 

countries.  

 

To see if India was depictured as distant, uncivilized and unlike the West, this section also 

coded if India was being depictured as a developing country, a middle class country or a 

                                                           
113

 15. Appendix 2 – Definitions of variables: 80 
114

 Said 1978:62, 128, 137, 172, 300 
115

 Said 1978:204-205 



Leone Söderlind Serrander 
Master thesis 
Masters programme in Media and Communication Studies, ST 15  
IMS, Stockholm University  
  
 

30 
 

wealthy country.116 The news video was coded as depicturing India as a developing country 

when the news item depictured India and people there with a low standard of living, 

struggling infrastructure, underdeveloped industry, low education, and in need of help. This 

definition was based on UN:s definition on developing countries. It also made it possible to 

code if India was depictured as a country, which was going through a transition. For instance 

it captured if India was being portrayed as transforming from a developing country to a 

country with a growing middle class.117  

 

8.5 Different settings 

 

This part of the coding scheme made it possible to capture the area and the countries that 

were in focus in the news reports and which country and area the news items were recorded 

in most of the time. It also made it possible to study if the news videos had a Western focus, 

even when reporting from India, or if it had more of a global perspective.118  

 

This section also coded which setting and environment that the news item mostly focused 

on. Was it for instance in the city, the suburb or in the rural countryside? This helped to study 

if India was depictured as uncivilized and distant compared to West, or as a society with 

different sides to it and with mixed economical stories. 

 

8.6 Traditional India? 

  

To capture if India was depictured as the exotic Other, this section was used.119 This made it 

possible to study how news videos were connected to traditional activities such as traditional 

dances, traditional clothing, decorations, yoga and traditional symbols.120 The news video 
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was coded as traditional if BBC World described it as traditional, connected to the nation’s 

origin or history. 

A depicturing of a traditional Indian culture does not mean that this depicturing is 

oppressive.121 As Nada argues, exotification can both strengthen differences both also invite 

the viewer to be curious about other cultures.122 By measuring how often traditional 

activities are being depictured, it is possible to study if India is depictured as a distant and 

exotic other, different from Western countries.   

 

8.7 Different actors 

 

In news video more than one actor often gets to speak. To be able to capture all of the 

speaking actors, the coding scheme was constructed to be able to code up to 10 different 

actors for every news video. Every actor was being coded separately to be able to see any 

connection between, for instance, the actor’s gender and how often the actor got to speak. 

In the coding scheme there are 10 different variables for every actor, which has values that 

will be explained more in detail in “Appendix 2 - Definitions of variables”.123 The different 

actors were coded in the order that they are presented in the news video; the first actor that 

appeared in the news video was coded in the variables for the First actor, and the second 

actor that appeared were coded within the variables for the Second actor and so on.  

 

Another way to perceive with this work could have been to construct the coding scheme so it 

would have been able to capture and rank the actors in order of how much time they got to 

talk in the news video. This would have made it possible to see what kind of actor that got 

the most time in the news video. However, the coding scheme was not constructed this way 

because the amount of time an actor gets does not automatically decide the actor’s 

importance. And to be able to code all the news videos within the time frame, it would have 
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taken too much time to both measure how long each actor got to talk, and to code them for 

the other variables. Instead the coding scheme was constructed to capture all the speaking 

actors that appeared.  

 

All of the 10 different actors had the same variables and values to choose from. It made it 

possible to code, for instance, the actor’s social status, accent, if the actor was presented 

with a name or not, if the actor spoke English or was dubbed and if the actor was dubbed; if 

he or she was dubbed with an Indian accent or not. It also made it possible to code the 

setting that the actor was in, the actor’s gender and if he or she wore traditional clothing. 

When coding traditional clothing, it is important to state what kind of clothing this coding 

scheme defined as traditional. In this study, turbans, saris, ghagra cholis, salwar kameezs and 

bindis was coded as traditional clothing. Bindis is not a clothing piece but can be seen as part 

of the outfit. These variable values were used to see if India was depictured, as Said 

describes it in the Oriental discourse, as different from the West and exotic. With that being 

said, these clothes and attributes are worn outside India and are also integrated parts of 

many Western nations. However, the fashion is often connected and seen as part of the 

Indian culture and tradition.124 

 

The different variables for the actors made it possible to get an understanding of who the 

general speaking actor was. However, the study could not capture if a speaking actor had a 

mixed nationality, a limitation that would be changed in a further study.  

 

According to MacKenzie, Said does not focus on class issues in Orientalism and how that 

could affect the depicturing of India.125 To be able to actual capture such a crucial part of the 

depicturing, the actors’ social status was coded in this study.  
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This section could for instance help the analysis to see if it was mostly British people that 

spoke about India, if the Indians in the news video’s got to speak for themselves, if they 

spoke English or another language, and if actors with a lower social status were portrayed as 

more traditional or not. This could help to study if people in India were depictured as in 

Said’s concept of Orientalism; as a distant other, with strange languages, unlike the West and 

with no names. 126 

 

8.8 Validity and reliability 

 

This study aimed at being as valid and reliable as possible. But as like every other study, 

there were some limitations that can affect the validity and reliability and that has to be 

highlighted. 

A study is seen as valid when it measures what it aims to measure. This study aims to see if 

an Oriental discourse is present in the news videos from BBC World and if they depict people 

are depicted as being part of a global society or as distant and exotic. This is possible by the 

constructed coding scheme that has been based on Said’s definition of Orientalism. However 

there are some limitations that one has to be aware of. As mentioned earlier, coding scheme 

made it possible to code the accent of the reporter, speaker and speaking actors. It is also 

important to be aware of that the accent of the reporter, speaker and reporter could not be 

connected to the actual nationality of this person. To be sure about the speakers’ and 

reporters’ nationality, this study could have controlled the background of every speaker and 

reporter at BBC World that was present in the news video. However, this study never aimed 

at coding the actual nationality of the actors; instead it aimed at capturing a perceived 

accent. An actual viewer of BBC World might not have all the facts about each person’s 

nationality either; instead the viewer often only sees what is presented. With that being 

said, it is important to be aware of that different viewers might interpret the accent of the 

reporter, speaker or actor differently. The validity would be stronger if more than one 

person had coded the material.  
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The same goes for the reliability. The reliability of this study would be stronger if the 

material had been coded by more coders, so the results could have been compared. 

However, this study was only coded by one person. The material was captured from the 

news flow on BBC World’s webpage, a flow that might be different from day to day. Therefor 

the coder was under time pressure, and the exact material could be difficult to code. 

However, all of the headlines to every news video that was coded, and the order they were 

coded in can be found in “14. Appendix 1 – Headlines”.127 They can help in the search of the 

material and flow on BBC World’s webpage. The method, instructions, variables and values 

were also described in detailed so that the same variables are applicable in another study in 

the future. 

9.  Results  

The main results from the content analysis will be presented here. Results that will be further 

discussed and analyzed under “Analysis”. The total results from the content analysis are 

available in “Appendix 3 - Tables”.128  

 

9.1 Overview 

 

A total of 289 videos were coded from 2-3rd of April. Only one video could not be seen due 

to technical problems. Of the 289 news videos, 222 of them were connected to India and 

were coded in detailed. The 67 videos that were not connected to India were not coded 

further because they were not relevant for this study.129  

Most of the news videos that were coded in the study were published on BBC World in 2013. 

118 videos were published 2013, 66 were published in 2014, 30 in 2015, 7 in 2012, 1 in 2010 

and none from 2011.130  
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Figure 1: The chart table shows from which year the different news videos were published on BBC 
World. 

  

9.2 The leader of the narrative - the reporter and speaker 

 

Most of the news videos were reports. 164 were reports, 29 were interviews, 16 were from 

the studio and only one was coded as being a “News desk”. Two were coded as being 

reports without a comment, and 10 was coded as “Other”.131
 An earlier pilot study of TV 

broadcasts of BBC World did show that more studio recordings were presented when it was 

the TV broadcast of BBC World. There were fewer news videos recorded inside a studio, on 

BBC World’s webpage. Therefore, the results could have looked different if this thesis 

focused on broadcast TV. 
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Figure 2: What kind of news item was present in the news videos on BBC World. 

 

 

The reporters were mainly women, but there were almost the same amount of men. A total 

of 89 women and 76 men were coded as reporters.132 Most of the reporters, 123 of them, 

were coded as having an Indian accent. Reporters with a British accent were only present in 

29 reports.133  
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Figure 3: The gender of the reporters, in BBC World. 

 

 
Figure 4: The accent of the reporters on BBC World. 
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The usage of a speaker was not common. Only 21 news videos had a speaker, 9 were female 

and 11 were male. Most of the speakers seemed to have a British accent, and this was found 

in 10 of the news videos. However, in 10 of the news videos the speakers accent was hard to 

define, and was coded as “Other”.134 

 

9.3 The main subject 

 

The main subject for all the news items, were mainly “Economy” and “Crime”. 102 news 

videos had the main subject “Economy” and 56 of them had the main subject “Crime”. The 

other different subjects were only present in between 1-12 of the news videos. The most 

common crimes that were reported were about “Rape”; 59 news videos of 222.135  
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Figure 5: The main subject in the news videos of BBC World.  

 

 

 
Figure 6: The most common crime in the news videos on BBC World. 
  

9.4 In need of help from the West? 

 

Most of the news videos did not make a comparison to Western countries. Only 28 news 

videos of 222 did it. And only 7 of 222 news videos showed India in need of help from 

Western countries. 2 news videos made a statement of India needing help from Eastern 

countries.136 

India was depictured as a developing country in most of the news videos. In 101 news videos 

India was depictured as developing country, in 21 of the news videos a class division was 

present, in 17 of the news videos India was depictured as middle class, and in only one as 

rich. In 68 of the news videos India was depictures as being in a transformation from a 
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developing country, where for instance a larger middle class was growing. In 31 news videos 

India was portrayed as not being in a transmission for development and in 123 news videos a 

development could not be coded at all.137 

 

 

 
Figure 7: The main status and class divisions in India, depictures by BBC World. 
 

 

India was the country mostly mentioned in the news videos. It was also the country in which 

most of the news reports were recorded in.138 This was not a surprise, since the news videos 

which this study focuses on were the ones about India. Most of the news reports were set in 

Asia, 192 of 222 videos.139 Only 6 videos were being mainly recorded in Europe, 7 in America 

and 2 in Africa. This study also coded which other countries, which were mentioned in a 
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news video. The results showed that besides the main country which was India, the most 

common mentioned country was the United States.140 

 

  

 
Figure 8: The most common setting countries in the news videos. 
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Figure 9: Countries that were mentioned in the news videos. 

Most of the news videos were being recorded in city environments. 89 were recorded in the 

city, 24 in a rural setting, 24 in the suburbs and 30 inside a studio.141  

 
Figure 10: The most common setting environments in the news videos. 
 

9.5 Traditional India? 

 

Most of the news videos did not focus on India’s traditional nationality. Only 11 of 222 did. 3 

of them focused on traditional dance, 2 on symbols, 1 on traditional clothes and 5 on other 

kinds of traditions.142  

 

9.6 The speaking actors 

 

A total of 407 speaking actors were coded.143 With speaking actors, this study includes 

people that were interviewed in the news videos, and not the reporter or speakers from BBC 
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World. The most common actors that were interviewed were ordinary people; 210 persons. 

195 actors were elites.144   

141 people were presented as leaders. 87 people were presented as having a certain 

occupation. 92 ordinary persons from the street were interviewed and 36 politicians. Only 

17 experts and 7 famous persons got to speak.145  

Most of the speaking actors were presented with their name, but 89 speaking actors were 

not. 146 355 speaking actors were interviewed in India. The next common area to do the 

interviews was in the UK, however only 15 actors were interviewed here.147 310 actors spoke 

English, and 97 actors spoke another language. 148 It seems like there is a strong correlation 

between the actors who was being dubbed and their social status; elites spoke English in a 

large degree. However, a fair amount of ordinary people also spoke English. 149  

In UK it is common to dub non-English speaking actors. In the news videos that were 

analyzed in this study, 91 actors were dubbed and only one was subtitled.150 Of the people 

who were dubbed, 74 of them had an Indian accent, and 18 did not.151  

Men got more focus and were interviewed most of the times; 290 of the speaking actors 

were men and 117 were women.152 345 of the actors seemed to have an Indian accent. The 

second common background was British, with 21 actors. Third common was an Asian or 

American accent.153 Most of the people who were interviewed did not wear traditional 

Indian clothing.154 
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9.7 Summary of the results 

 

The results from the content analysis showed that India was not being depictured in need of 

help from the West. India was not being depictured as traditional and exotic in that sense. 

Most of the reporters and speaking actors seemed to have an Indian accent and India was in 

focus in most of the news videos. The most common subjects were Economy and Crime, and 

the news videos focused mostly on crimes that were related to rape. India was depictured as 

a developing country, with class divisions and struggling infrastructure. Most of the news 

videos were mainly recorded in a city environment. The speaking actors were mainly men, 

ordinary people from the streets, who spoke English.  

 

10. Analysis 

The results will be related and discussed to the two research questions, starting with the first 

question; if and how might the Oriental discourse be present in the BBC World news videos. 

Then the second research question will be addressed; if India was depictured as being a part 

of a global community, or as a distant and exotic other. Finally an overview and a summary 

of BBW World’s depicturing of India will be presented. 

 

10.1 If an Oriental discourse is present in the news videos, how is it present? 

 

The Oriental discourse is based on a Western, superior gaze on Eastern countries.155 

According to Said, the Oriental discourse was made out of ideas and clichés of the Orient, 

which has strengthen the differences between West and East.156 This gaze was created 

under the colonial oppression of Eastern countries, by Western countries such as Britain. 
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Even though the depicturing of Eastern countries such as India might have changed over 

time, some scholars mean that this discourse might still be present.157   

Isakhan means that the Oriental discourse is present in Western news media today.158 Said 

argues that TV, media and the rapid development of modern technology could make the 

world feel smaller, and people from other culture seem closer. However, he also stated that 

the opposite could happen; TV and media could strengthen the stereotypes of the Orient 

and spread them across borders.159 So, how was India depictured, in BBC World?  

 

10.1.1 The exotic other – a connection to racism, ethnocentrism and sexism 

 

According to Varisco, Orientalism had three core definitions; racism, ethnocentrism and 

sexism. Said argued that the Oriental discourse have through history depictured India as 

barbaric, uncivilized and with a strong sexual urge. 160 Said meant that racism was being 

naturalized in the historical texts that he studied, because the Arab countries and India was 

under control of Europe. Said also claimed that Orientalism was ethnocentric when he 

mentioned that people in the Oriental countries was described as having a lack of moral and 

being part of uncivilized cultures. The third definition which Said has been said to use is 

sexism; the Oriental women were said to be portrayed as sexual and the men was 

depictured as having a strong sexual urge which made them into threats and possible 

rapist.161  

To see if India was colored by an Oriental discourse and was depicted as barbaric or 

uncivilized this study coded the social status the main subject of the news videos on BBC 

World. This made it possible to see if India was portrayed as a poor country with a lack of 

infrastructure, in contrast to the West. It also made it possible to study what most of the 

news videos focused on. The results showed that India was mostly connected to subjects 
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such as Economy and Crime. The most common crime was rape.162 The results also showed 

that India was depictured as being a developing country with a lack of infrastructure. 163 This 

depicturing could be connected to two of the three definitions of Orientalism that Varisco 

pointed out; ethnocentric and sexism. The high crime rate in the reports, the large class 

divisions, the common reports about the violent rapes and the deadly sterilization of women 

and the lack of infrastructure in India could be connected to the Oriental discourse and to an 

ethnocentric and sexist depicturing of India. The depicturing of India as a developing 

country, with a low standard of living, struggling infrastructure and class divisions could be 

linked to the old depicturing of the Orient as uncivilized and barbaric.  

However, with that being said, this connection should not be taken too far. India is a nation, 

which has large class divisions and an infrastructure that are developing. The high rate of 

crime reports about rape is also connected to the brutal rape and murderer of the 23-year-

old girl Jyoti Singh in 2012. This made the whole world react and news channels all over the 

globe reported about it and the protests in India that followed.164 The depicturing does not 

have to be based on an Oriental discourse. The brutal crime changed the agenda, and more 

reports of gang rapes in India followed, as “14. Appendix 1 – Headlines” show.165   

The most common subject was Economy, which gives an insight to the new relation between 

India and UK; India as a growing market and economy.166 This can be connected to a national 

point of view in the global news room, as we will see in “10.2 Are people in the news videos 

being depictured as a part of the global society or distant and exotic?” 

 

10.1.2 The speaking actors and the power of language 

 

A part of the Oriental discourse is the unequal power relation. Said meant that Westerners 

had the power to speak for the Eastern countries, define what they were, how they acted 
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and what they did.167 To study who got to influence the depicturing of India on BBC World, 

this study coded which actors got to speak, what accent they might have, their social status 

and gender. The results showed that most of the speaking actors seemed to be people from 

India; 345 of the speaking actors seemed to have an Indian accent. The second common was 

British, but only 21 British actors were interviewed.168 The fact that most of the speaking 

actors seemed to have an Indian accent strengthens the idea that Indians did get to speak 

for themselves and have their own voice, in contrast to the Oriental discourse. With that 

being said, it is important to be aware of the fact that an accent cannot state the actual 

nationality of an individual, an accent can be influenced by many factors. Instead it points 

out how the accent could be perceived. 

According to Said’s definition of Orientalism, people in Eastern countries were depictured as 

a distant other, unlike the West and with no names.169However this study showed that most 

of the actors were being presented with a name when they were interviewed.170 

 

Said also argued that a part of the Oriental discourse was the creation of distance between 

the West and the East and this was partly done by depicturing people from Eastern nations 

as having a strange language and unable to speak for themselves.171 This study coded what 

language the speaking actors spoke, if the actor was subtitled or dubbed, and if the actor 

was dubbed with an Indian accent. The results showed that most actors spoke English.172 

This could mean that the people in the news videos would be easier to identify with, for a 

Western viewer. 173  

This study showed that 91 actors were dubbed and only one was subtitled.174 In UK it is 

common that people who speak another language than English are dubbed instead of 
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subtitled.175 However, Kilborn mean that language plays a key role in power relations 

between countries today as well. It helps us to both identify ourselves within our own group 

and nation and how it can make us distinguish people outside our own group.176  The choice 

of language can also be connected to power; the more powerful and bigger a country is the 

greater is the chance that this country will dub material and choose its own language in front 

of another language.177 The results showed that when an actor did not speak English, the 

actor was often dubbed with an Indian accent. By dubbing a person and by applying an 

Indian accent, that person can seem more distant.178 So, even though the speaking actors 

were dubbed to speak English, they could still be seen as outsiders that needs help to 

communicate.179   

Most of the actors who got to speak were men and ordinary people from the streets. The 

second most common speaking actors were elites.180 According to the results, there was a 

strong correlation between the people who spoke English and their social status; most of the 

English speakers were elites.181 This could mean that people with a lower social status that 

spoke another language did not get as much airtime, as the ones who could speak English.  

 

The reason for why most actors spoke English could be because BBC World is trying to target 

a large audience. However the results might also indicate that BBC World focus on letting 

people who actually can speak English get more access in the broadcast, than the ones who 

cannot speak English. Could this affect the depicturing of people in India, who did not get to 

speak? What is their point of view? In the global world of today, the global news channel 

wants to target a big audience and often do so by using English as the main language. 

When less powerful countries and their languages are used in a lesser degree in the global 

world, this could also contribute to a more homogenized world.182  
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Even though many of the people who were interviewed were from India, and were 

interviewed in India, it is important to be aware of the narrators and producers and their 

power in the production of BBC World, when you study who influences the depicturing BBC 

World.183 This will be discussed more in detail next, in “10.2 Are people in the news videos 

being depictured as a part of the global society or distant and exotic?” 

 

10.2 How are people being depictured in the news videos and are they being depictured as 

a part of the global society or distant and exotic? 

 

According to Said, West has for a long time had the power to define and construct the image 

of the East. In Orientalism, Said argues that this exchange of cultures was not equal; the 

Eastern countries did not have the same power to depicture the Western countries in their 

point of view as the Western depictured East. Today, Cottle and Barker mean that 

globalization can strengthen the ability for people to identify with each other beyond nation 

boarders, and to communicate with each other without being restricted to national and 

cultural differences.184  Global news channels, such as BBC, can contribute to bring people 

from different parts of the world, together.185  So, can the depicturing of India on BBC World 

be connected to a less distanced and a more global point of view today? Or is it affected by 

national interest? 

 

10.2.1 India in need of help? 

 

To be able to see if BBC World had a Western point of view in the news videos, this study 

coded when India was compared to the West, when India was said to be in need of help from 
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the West, which country the news video were recorded in, which countries the news video 

was connected to the most, and what the reporter’s accent seemed to be.  

 

The results showed that only 28 of 222 news videos made a comparison to Western 

countries and only 7 news videos mentioned that India would need help from Western 

countries.186 This is not surprising because the international relations between India and 

Britain have changed consistently since the historical texts, that Said studied in Orientalism, 

was written.187 India has a more powerful role in the world economy today, than it did when 

it was part of the British Empire. India is not depending on foreign aid and has become an aid 

donor to other countries in need of help.188    

 

The results also showed that India was the country where most of the news reports were 

recorded in; 192 news videos of 222 were recorded in Asia.189 Only 13 videos were mainly 

recorded in Western countries and only 2 were recorded in Africa. The second common area 

that was mentioned was America and the third most common country that was mentioned 

was China.190 This goes to show how some of the countries with most economical power are 

present in the news videos on BBC World, which can be connected to the fact that most of 

the news videos were about economy. 

 

10.2.2 The reporters’ influence 

 

Robertson has stated that the reporter plays a key role in leading the narrative and the 

viewers’ gaze in a news video.191  As mentioned earlier, Said has argued that West have had 

the power to talk for Eastern countries and depicture them. This study coded what accent 

the reporter, speaker and speaking actor seemed to have. The results showed that the 
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depicturing of India and the people who got to speak were mostly people from India. 123 

reporters were coded as having an Indian accent and only 29 reporters were coded as having 

a British one.192 There were only 21 speakers in all of the news videos. Most of them seemed 

to have a British accent; however the accent was often hard to define, so 50 percent of the 

speakers were coded as “Other”. Most of the speakers were coded as having an Indian 

accent.193 The second most common accent was British but the results show that this was 

only a fraction; 345 speaking actors were coded as Indian and only 21 as British.194 This show 

that, in contrast to the Said’s Oriental discourse, people in India got to speak for themselves.  

However, a reporter with an Indian background might still present news with a western 

perspective.195 It is important to keep in mind the country of the actual production and their 

power over the narrative. This will be discussed in detailed in “10.2.3 A global point of 

view?”.  

 

10.2.3 A global point of view? 

 

Roger Silverstone mean that media has a responsibility to ensure that individuals and groups 

who are marginalized, has a chance to be seen and heard in the media flow, on their own 

terms. However, as Daniel Dayan argues, the image in the media flow is always restricted 

and framed by the choice of narrative and production.196 BBC World is a British production, 

even though it is a global news channel.197 According to Hafez, international reporting is still 

mirroring the national interest, the view up on reality of the home state and its 

stereotypes.198 Hafez also argue that media is affected by national markets which interests 

and stereotypes become reproduced in the media.199 This is similar to the Oriental discourse, 
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where Said means that Eastern countries do not have the same power as Western countries, 

to position themselves and their point of view. 200  So, was a national interest present in 

these news videos?  

By coding the main subject of the news video it became clear that Economy was the far most 

common subject; 102 of 222 news videos were about Economy.201 According to BBC World, 

most viewers of BBC World are educated men and international news channels might want 

to reach the viewers that work in the global financial market.202 This can also be connected 

to India’s growing economy and UK’s national interest in India as a market, which points out 

a national interest in this global news channel.203 The phenomena is not unusual, according 

to McPhail, many of the global news channel that exist today, do exist to be able to produce 

that nation’s point of view on international relations in this global world.204  

According to Barker, global media makes it possible for people in Western countries to see 

remote cultures, something which can also influence their own culture.205 Said also meant 

that there was a cultural exchange between Western and Oriental countries. However, it 

was West who influenced the Eastern countries in a larger degree.206 Barker argued that 

there actually is a cultural exchange of different cultures, and that West both influence other 

nations but also becomes influenced itself. However, he also says that this cultural exchange 

is not equal; the flow of Western influence in the East is far stronger, an influence which is 

connected to power.207 On a global level, West has been said to have a greater influence on 

other parts of the world with the help of, for instance, news channels such as BBC and CNN. 

However, other news channels like the Arabic news channel Al Jazeera and the Chinese 

channel CCTV are growing and could also be seen as global influencers.208 It might still be the 

case, that the core states in the West still has the most power to influence other countries, 
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but this unequal media flow might change in the future in the same direction as the world 

economy is changing.  

 

10.2.4 The exotic other? 

 

According to Said, a part of the Oriental discourse was the depicturing of Eastern countries 

as a distant, exotic Other, where the differences between the West and the Oriental 

countries were highlighted and strengthened.209 However Nava argues that exotification can 

also have positive effects and bring cultures closer together.210 To see if India was depictured 

as an exotic other, this study coded when traditional scenes, situations and attributes were 

present. However, the results showed that India was not being connected to traditional 

activities in a large degree, neither in a positive or negative matter.  

 

11. Conclusions and discussion 

To conclude, the results from the analysis are discussed. What does the results mean and 

how can they be connected to a macro level? Finally the definition of Orientalism is 

questioned to open up a discussion about re-defining Said’s concept so it reflects the current 

global world and economy. 

 

11.1 Closing boarders in a global world 

 

In Orientalism, Said did not mention media’s role in spreading or discharging Orientalism; 

the Western gaze on the Orient.211 This study has hopefully helped to shed some light into 

how the global news media depicture India today. 
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According to Said, boarders between nations are both geographically present and imagined. 

They are manmade and fictional boarders of nations and cultures that separate people into 

groups of us and them.212 The danger in depicturing someone as the Other is the risk of 

strengthen these imaginative boarders. They can become so strong that people suddenly see 

the Other as a threat and less as human beings.213 This can affect politicians and leaders to 

make decisions that have crucial concaveness to the people living there.214 It can affect 

international relations, and how societies act when confronted by, for instance, immigration. 

215 Today Europe is being said to close its boarders even more. Nationalist parties are 

growing strong in many countries in Europe. It seems more important than ever that the 

depicturing of other countries and cultures include people instead of distancing them. 

According to Hafez, news often focuses on elite actors and on violent conflicts.216 However 

this study showed that the people who were in focus were mostly ordinary people on the 

streets and the most common subject was Economy. BBC World did not depicture India as 

distant, de-humanized or as threat. India was not depictured as exotic and did not 

strengthen the colonial stereotypes in a large degree. This is probably based on the fact that 

UK and India’s relationship has changed, the Indian diaspora in Britain is large, and UK sees 

India as a great potential market.217  

 

11.2 The connection to Orientalism 

 

Globalization can make it easier for people to communicate with each other, but that does 

not mean that it makes people understand each other.218 Hafez means that it is naive to 
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believe that media and communication can overcome boarders.219 So, was India depictured 

as part of a global society, or as a distant other? 

This study operationalized parts of Edward Said’s concept of Orientalism into a quantitative 

content analysis. The results from this study showed that India was not being depicted as the 

distant in BBC World, in contrast with Oriental discourse that Said presented. Most of the 

news videos were recorded in India and the news did not depict India in need of help from 

Western countries. According to Lewis, Said ignored a gender perspective in Orientalism. 220 

This study coded both the accent and gender to see if India was given its own voice or were 

talked about by Western actors.221  The results showed that there were mostly men who 

were interviewed in BBC World.222 Most of the speaking actors seemed to have an Indian 

background, as did the reporters.223  

However, having an Indian accent does not mean that the narrative is not Western. Even 

though BBC World is a global news channel, it is a British news channel and the results 

showed the narrative can be affected by Britain’s national interests. This is not necessary 

connected to the unequal power relations of Orientalism, in fact some scholars mean that 

global news channel exists partly to be able to showcase that nations point on view on a 

global arena. Core states such as China, Russia, US, Britain and France all have global news 

rooms that reports to a global consumer.224 With that being said, some scholars also argue 

that Western news media has more influence and power over other countries and their 

agenda, which can make the global news flow have a general Western perspective, and not a 

global outlook.225 In that sense, West still holds on to the power of portraiture, as it did in 

the Oriental discourse that Said describes.226  
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However, as the economic power shifts and the international relations change; this might 

not be the case in the future. As India, China and other countries grow, both financially and 

politically; Western might soon find them being depicted, influenced and perceived in the 

interest of other countries. 

 

11.3 Orientalism in 2015? 

 

So, is Said’s definition of the Oriental discourse still applicable, in the today’s global world?  

This study showed that an Orientalist discourse was not present in a large degree, in the 

news videos of BBC World. However, it is important to remember that Orientalism was 

written in 1978 and focused on historical texts that had been written by Westerners in the 

colonial times. Today, the relationship between India and the West has changed since 

then.227 India is seen as a growing economy, which was also reflected in the results of this 

study. Said’s definition focus on traditions, cultures and languages. However, the financial 

market has grown and the global economy today works beyond nation boarders, despite 

different cultures, languages and traditions. BBC World, which is a global news room, reflects 

this financial market with a national point of view.  

So, even though the results show that Orientalism, in Said’s point of view, was not present in 

a large degree in the news videos of BBC World, it does not mean that an the Oriental 

discourse has vanished. As mentioned earlier; Westerns still has the power to depict and 

influence the East in a larger degree than the East depicturing the West.228 And even though 

the news videos focus on economy, it does not mean that this depicturing is free from 

power discourses, as we shall see in “12. Further studies”. 

To see the presence of the Oriental discourse today, the concept should be updated to 

capture the financial and global market and international relations of today. Said has been 

                                                           
227

 Baylis, Owens, Smith 2011:85-86 
228

 Thussu 2007:68 



Leone Söderlind Serrander 
Master thesis 
Masters programme in Media and Communication Studies, ST 15  
IMS, Stockholm University  
  
 

57 
 

accused for his lack of a class perspective in his definition of Orientalism. 229 This perspective 

seems more crucial than ever, to apply when studying the international and global relations 

today, which often are based on Economy and the financial market.  By focusing less on the 

depicturing of traditions and exotification, the distance and Othering could be measured by 

the interaction between the narrator, the reporter, and the speaking actor. The Oriental 

discourse might still be there, luring, but in a more hidden and globally imbedded way.  

 

12. Further studies 

This study operationalized Said’s definition of Orientalism to a quantitative content analysis. 

This section presents the next steps and the suggestions to further studies.  

 

12.1 A critical discourse analysis 

 

An earlier pilot study has shown that the quiet actors are sometimes depicted more in 

traditional clothing and in a more rural setting. By watching over 289 news videos it became 

clear that the quiet actors also should be analyzed in a further study.   

According to Robertson, the reporter can help a viewer to identify with a distant Other or 

just be a spectator. 230 This content analysis made it possible to look at a rich amount of 

material, but a content analysis cannot study the material as deep as a qualitative 

analysis.231 A critical discourse analysis could help to study the relationship between the 

reporter and the people that are presented in the news video, an eventual distance in the 

news video or an eventual invitation to the viewer to identify with the people on the 

screen.232 It might capture the sensitive relationship between the narrator, the reporter and 

speaker, and the actual people in the news video. Robertson mentions three stages of 
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identification with the distant Other, stages that can be analyzed when studying news. One 

is awareness; when news informs the viewer what is happening in the world and to whom it 

has happened to. The other stage is pity and sympathy, which a viewer can experience 

without identifying with the people who are presented on the news. The third stage is 

encouragement from the news item that the viewer can identify with the distanced Other.233  

A critical discourse analysis would be able to capture and analyze news videos and hidden 

discourses that might exist in news videos such as number 118 with the headline Is 

confidence in India's economy growing?234 This news video is about India’s economy and is 

led by the reporter who is standing in a shoe factory. Throughout the reportage, the reporter 

creates a distance between him, and the people who work in the factory. The people who 

are interviewed in the clip are elites, the people who work in the shoe factory with 

manufacturing the shoes does not get to speak. In the end cut, the reporter is getting his 

shoes polished by a man on the street at the same time as he is talking to the camera and 

the viewer.  He does not talk to the less wealthy man on the street who helps him with his 

suit. 
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There is an obvious power structure were the reporter, in his suit, stands beside this sitting 

man on the street. We are invited to understand the ones who look and act like us in the 

West, but distance ourselves to those who do not have a voice. The viewer is invited to 

identify him- or herself with the reporter and the elites in the news video, not the workers or 

the poor man on the street. This study could not capture these scenes, but it goes to show 

how important a class perceptive in an Oriental discourse actually is. This news item was 

coded as having the main subject Economy, because the focus is business. It is probably 

aimed at a global, economically interest audience; however the news item still carries an 

image of India, class issues and power relations. What signals does that give to the viewer, 

what distance does the reporter create to the man on the street? Is this similar to the power 

relations of the Oriental discourse?  

It is also important to mention that when studying different discourses, it is important to be 

aware of your own discourse and how it might affect you. This master thesis has been 

constructed and can therefor reflect the author’s own Western background.235  
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12.2 Comparing the past with the future 

  

A future study could use the results of this master thesis to compare how India is depictured 

on BBC World in 10 years. Will India be depictured as a developing country, will it be 

portrayed as more distant or more like Us, depending on the countries development and 

UK’s interests at the time?  

 

12.3 The wide material of the webpage 

 

A user of the BBC World webpage would probably see the articles, pictures and videos that 

are available on BBC World.  Therefore, it would be interesting if a further study would look 

at the news articles and pictures that are presented on BBC World. These news sources 

could then be compared to this study’s result.  

 

12.4 A comparison with BBC broadcasting 

 

It would also have been interesting to study other news channels from BBC. In the beginning, 

this thesis was supposed to study the actual broadcast of BBC News, to capture both news 

items and commercials. Often BBC News has travel commercials, which would have been 

interesting to analyze. However, an early pilot study analyzed 24 hours of BBC News on 1th-

2th February 2015 could only collect 12 items were India was mentioned. To get a richer 

material, and to be able to generalize and get an insight into how India was coded, this study 

instead focused on the news videos about India, which was presented on BBC World’s 

webpage. The news videos presented here has once been broadcasted on a BBC news 

channel as well. Studying the news videos on BBC World meant that the commercials were 

not present; however it was possible to collect a larger amount of material about India from 

a wider time period of five years. In a future study, BBC News broadcasting could be 

analyzed, to compare with the findings in this study.  
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12.5 Different viewers, different perspectives? 

 

Hafez argues that the belief that Internet and TV can help people from different countries 

understand each other, neglect the fact that people view their own group as them and reject 

the Other.236 However, Hafez has no reference to this claim. A future study could focus on 

the viewers’ interpretation of BBC World’s news videos of India. Maybe people from 

different cultures and national backgrounds would interpret them differently? The study 

could focus on the big diaspora community of Indians in Britain, Indian citizens and British 

citizens to see what how the viewer experience BBC World. 
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14. Appendix 1 - Headlines 

14.1 Headlines for the news videos on BBC World, 2-3rd of April 2015 

 

1 Gandhi’s letter to Hitler, read by Clarke Peters 

2 Virginia Woolf's final letter read by Juliet Stevenson 

3 Benedict Cumberbatch reads 'In event of moon disaster' letter 

4 India's sports stars crowdfunding plan 

5 Can India revive its interest in hockey? 

6 Corporate charitable giving on the rise in India 

7 India's next billionaires? 

8 Where are the next billionaires? 

9 Could computer coders be the next billionaires? 

10 India's fitness business powers ahead 

11 Australian firms diversify and head in new directions 

12 Squeezing a business from juice 

13 The business of getting fit 

14 Davos 2015: Making use of unwanted food in New Jersey 

15 Davos: The state of the world in seven snowballs 

16 Davos: Income inequality on World Economic Forum agenda 

17 Cyber security high on Davos radar 

18 India's drive to encourage young savers 

19 Giving every Indian access to a bank account 

20 India draws up a plan to give every adult a bank account 

21 India opens bank for women 
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22 India's young art collectors 

23 Kochi in India is hosting its second art biennale 

24 'India's Banksy' wants to provoke voters 

25 Indian elections: Everything you need to know in two minutes 

26 India elections day one: Long queues in Assam and Tripura 

27 Circus Kathmandu: Nepali trafficking victims form troupe 

28 Life as a Nepalese 'living goddess' 

29 New York's Sherpas on life after Everest 

30 Is Singapore the new high-fashion hub of the world? 

31 Sacrificing for a dress in Seville 

32 Kate Moss 'still wanted all over the world' - Sir Philip Green 

33 Vivienne Westwood's way with wedding dresses 

34 Upcycling: The ethical way to do fashion 

35 Jean Paul Gaultier reveals what he finds beautiful 

36 Italian fashion celebrated at V&A London exhibition 

37 Plight of girls trafficked from Nepal to India 

38 China's stolen children 

39 UK trafficking victim: 'It is a form of mental imprisonment' 

40 Nepal steps up fight against drug traffickers 

41 Triptychs of life in India and more arts stories 

42 Light festival illuminates Sydney and more arts stories 

43 Swapping canvas for bubble wrap and and more arts stories 

44 Turkey invites its neighbours round and more arts stories 

45 Germany's giant light installation and more arts stories 
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46 Dancing in the shadows and more arts stories 

47 Ron Mueck's hyper-real sculptures and more arts stories 

48 US returns 'most wanted' artwork to India 

49 Art and religion in Mughal India 

50 Yoko Ono's 'wish trees' on show in Delhi 

51 End of the road for India's Ambassador cars? 

52 India elections: Voters shun tradition for Narendra Modi 

53 Photographing India's dead by the sacred River Ganges 

54 India's restaurants fight taste for foreign fast-food 

55 India grapples with restructuring of subsidies 

56 India faces fuel subsidy challenge 

57 India introduces new food subsidy to help 800 million people 

58 Bengal famine: Remembering WW2's forgotten disaster 

59 The drone operator who said 'No' 

60 The fight that changed boxing forever 

61 Is this the best April Fool's ever? 

62 I took three bullets for Princess Anne 

63 The day a nation buried WW2 leader Winston Churchill 

64 Selena: The pop star killed by her fan club manager 

65 Flood alerts issued in Indian-administered Kashmir 

66 Pakistan and India floods: Anger growing over aid response 

67 India Pakistan flood toll passes 200 

68 Backlash after Kashmir floods leave thousands stranded 

69 Delhi rape victim's male friend recounts attack 
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70 India gang rape: Delhi to appoint more policewomen 

71 Delhi women 'carry knives' on board buses 

72 London vigil for India rape victim 

73 Delhi rape suspects to be charged 

74 Volatile sugar market afflicts Indian farmers 

75 India's sugar growers struggle to export 

76 Will the Indian rupee slide against the US dollar? 

77 Rupee fall begins to hit manufacturers 

78 Zakir Hussain's Indian-Celtic fusion  

79 Building the world's biggest record collection 

80 Take of for solar plane 

81 Solar plane on Indian leg of round-the-world attempt 

82 'Phenomenal sight' of solar plane taking off 

83 Solar Impulse 2 plane set for round-the-world flight 

84 Solar-powered plane Solar Impulse-2 launched successfully 

85 Solar plane prepares for record attempt 

86 Solar Impulse 2: Test flight carried out in Switzerland 

87 Archbishop condemns 'heinous' rape of Indian nun 

88 India's Daughters: Slumdog actress Pinto on rape film ban 

89 Arrests over 'gang rape' of Japanese tourist in India 

90 India rape film director: 'How I got the rapist interview' 

91India's taxis aim to improve safety for women 

92 Delhi gang rapist interview: Debate rages in India 

93 India film ban is 'misguided and will muzzle free speech' 
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94 Film maker Leslee Udwin: Delhi rapist showed 'no regret' 

95 How safe do people feel in India? 

96 How Delhi gang rape case changed India 

97 Delhi gang rape: Danish woman reports city centre attack 

98 India rape: A year on, is Delhi any safer for women? 

99 Vigils and protests mark Delhi rape anniversary 

100 Delhi gang rape: Teenager found guilty 

101 Delhi gang rape: Juvenile found guilty of rape and murder 

102 Mumbai gang rape: 5 suspects held 

103 Mumbai gang rape: All five suspects arrested 

104 Journalist gang rape in Mumbai: Third man held 

105 Arrest made in case of India gang rape in Mumbai 

106 Indian police treated child victim 'like a criminal' 

107 Female photojournalist gang-raped in Mumbai 

108 Six jailed for life for rape of tourist in India 

109 Fresh protests in India over rape of five-year-old girl 

110 India gang rape raises questions 

111 India rape: Politicians 'evade justice' say campaigners 

112 Hundreds rally to end violence against women in India 

113 India rules out death penalty for rape 

114 Helpline set up in Delhi exclusively for women 

115 Delhi rape victim's father says attitudes must change 

116 India gang rape trial begins in fast-track Delhi court 

117 Film star Shabana Azmi on why India rape sparked outcry 
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118 'Much more activism needed' after India rape case 

119 India gang rape: Delhi to appoint more policewomen 

120 Delhi gang rape: 'Women are taught to live in paranoia' 

121 Delhi gang rape suspects appear in court 

122 Five 'admit Swiss woman gang-rape' in India 

123 Indian firms improve female-friendly safety measures 

124 Delhi: Man arrested after five-year-old girl raped 

125 Indian bill on tough rape laws passed by parliament 

126 Female operator of Delhi metro says women can achieve 

127 Delhi gang rape: Do Indian women feel safer one year on? 

128 India gang rape: Four men sentenced to death 

129 Delhi gang rape trial: World's media gathers for verdict 

130 Delhi rape: Trial of youngest suspect ends 

131 Delhi rape accused 'found hanged' in jail cell 

132 Delhi's buses to get fitted with GPS and CCTV 

133 India PM: Country needs 'vast improvements' on women's safety 

134 Salman Rushdie criticises Indian government’s handling of Delhi gang rape  

135 Documentary ban 'violates' freedom 

136 Women 'outraged' at India gang rape 'collusion' by authorities 

137 Indians gather at tree where women were found hanged 

138 India gang rapes: Anger at hangings spreads to New Delhi 

139 India gang rapes: Police sacked over hanged girls 

140 Kavita Krishnan: 'Change stops at the door of patriarchy'  

141 'We are fixing the economy' says Cyprus Finance Minister 
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142 Omar Abdullah: 'No evidence' of movement on Kashmir 

143 India's finance minister talks growth 

144 Spielmann: UK leaving ECHR would be a 'political disaster'   

145 Asia's emerging economies face challenges to sustain growth 

146 Can India's expected bumper harvest improve wider economy? 

147 Indian rupee: How onions reflect health of economy 

148 Car makers struggle in poor year for India's economy 

149 Raghuram Rajan in charge of India's faltering economy 

150 IMF warns Dubai after 20% increase in property prices 

151 What is behind the Indian economy's fall from grace? 

152 Shopping for clothes for India's growing middle class 

153 India economy: Rural India's job creation challenge 

154 'Since last year demand has definitely gone down' 

155 India's economy recovery set to be slow 

156 India trying to 're-energise' growth 

157 'Signs of growth' in India's economy 

158 Can India boost slowing GDP? 

159 The challenges facing India's economy 

160 India cuts economic growth forecast to 5% 

161 Will India's economic growth accelerate? 

162 Will India's budget boost growth? 

163 India's budget comes at a time of slower economic growth 

164 India's big business budget wish list 

165 India struggles to reduce budget deficit 
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166 India sterilisations: Doctor arrested over operation deaths 

167 Indian 'hospital' where sterilisation surgery carried out 

168 India sterilisation survivors recover in hospital 

169 India sterilisations: More Chhattisgarh botched cases 

170 Indian botched sterilisations kill eight women in Chhattisgarh 

171 Is 70 too old to have a baby? 

172 100 Women: Becoming a mother at 70 in India 

173 100 Women 2014: Why should we care? 

174 100 Women: Ugandan woman who helps war-affected rebuild lives 

175 India tries to boost its dwindling Parsi community 

176 Parsis attempt to preserve way of life 

177 Challenges for India's ageing population 

178 India hangs on to food security subsidies despite trade deal 

179 India's infrastructure pledge faces opposition 

180 Will a move to clean up India's streets lose momentum? 

181 Is confidence in India's economy growing? 

182 Indian billionaire breaks into poem 

183 UK ministers seek closer India ties 

184 'China is a two-speed economy', says DBS boss 

185 India budget 2014: What do people want to see? 

186 Video games 'aid business skills' 

187 Business reaction to India's budget 

188 The firm that's changing the way Indians buy spices 

189 Modi and Obama pledge to deepen economic ties 
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190 Madison Square Garden gig for India's Modi 

191 US-India relations suffer in trade spat over cheap drugs 

192 India and Japan prime ministers meet in Tokyo 

193 Narendra Modi's first 100 days as India's prime minister 

194 India's trade gap set for scrutiny in July's budget 

195 India's new government to present first budget 

196 India tackles food waste problem 

197 Power shortages threaten India growth 

198 Reviving India's only Chinatown 

199 Should focus of India's hotel room shortage be top-end? 

200 Intercontinental Hotels: Setting standards to create a brand 

201 India hotel collapse leaves 12 dead 

202 Marriott upbeat on prospects for India growth 

203 Oxfam boss visits charity's shop and frontline in Zambia 

204 How do you run a business in an unstable region? 

205 Can the B6 Venator Spyder transform Spyker's fortunes? 

206 Patent dilemma for India drugs firms 

207 India's battle to boost exports 

208 India rejects Novartis patent bid for cancer drug 

209 Media challenges in a changing India 

210 India's big rise in angel investors 

211 Angel investors: The real-life Dragons' Den 

212 India a 'huge market' for Google 

213 Indian maids in struggle for equality 
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214 Can Brics nations maintain their power? 

215 Fashion industry 'comes of age' in India 

216 Bumpy ride for new airlines in India? 

217 Why is Mumbai's new international airport on hold? 

218 What does less rainfall mean for the Indian economy? 

219 India crop crisis prompts farmer suicides 

220 India's growing taste for 'exotic' vegetables 

221 Anger over food waste in India 

222 India struggles with high onion prices 

223 India attempts to open up retail 

224 How India and China invest in Africa 

225 How India and China differ on African investment 

226 Can India compete with China in Africa? 

227 Brics nations discuss trade links at talks in Delhi 

228 What does Africa gain from China? 

229 Will the expansion of China's economy last? 

230 China: Africa's plunderer or growth partner? 

231 Brics nations to have 'weak 2013' 

232 Debate as figures suggest decrease in Indian poverty 

233 The new middle class revolution: Facts and figures 

234 Empowering women in rural India 

235 India contenders eye business boost 

236 What future for India's caste system? 

237 Indian workers head home from Saudi 
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238 India's struggle to stop tax evasion 

239 India's master plan to feed hungry 

240 Can India curb cricket corruption? 

241 India's shopkeepers see potential of going online 

242 Indian maestros put skills online 

243 A nightclub for India's super-rich 

244 Paying bribes for food 

245 'I didn't think what I was doing was wrong' 

246 India to tackle rising food prices 

247 How can India compete with US Ivy League universities? 

248 Wal-Mart agrees to dissolve India joint venture 

249 Wal-Mart results hit by 'cautious shoppers' 

250 Reaping retail rewards in Singapore 

251 Indian entrepreneur enjoys high life in Hong Kong 

252 Pharmacist's journey from India to UK 

253 Turning sports passion into a profit 

254 Providing luxury living for India's elderly 

255 The menace of card fraud in India 

256 Egypt clashes: Locals stockpile food and fuel amid violence 

257 Seaweed biofuel: How to farm marine plants 

258 Should you be able to get junk food in hospital? 

259 Liquid gold? Italy eyes rush for olive oil in China 

260 Planned reforms of Common Agricultural Policy under fire 

261 Webscape: An app to make food more memorable 
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262 Will riverbed sand ban damage India's building industry? 

263 India: Mixed fortunes for property buyers 

264 Vow to tackle India building corruption 

265 Unauthorised buildings being demolished in Mumbai 

266 Is India set for wave of new banks?  

267 India looks to encourage innovation 

268 Illegal building woes in urban India 

269 Japan launches survey of Pacific for rare earth metals 

270 China accused of restricting rare earth metal exports 

271 India woos Burma to boost trade 

272 South East Asia Games open in Myanmar 

273 Apples and orchids on Burma's slow train 

274 Indian trade to grow in Africa 

275 China eyes Africa's growing motor trade 

276 Trade fair boost to African tourism 

277 What do other countries want from India's Modi? 

278 US 'wants to engage' with India's new prime minister 

279 India's street typists dying out 

280 How noodles are made by hand in Taiwan 

281 Mexico's last organ grinders 

282 India brick industry: Calls to improve working conditions 

283 Can India break its dependence on pesticides? 

284 Why more farmers in India are going organic 

285 Russia bans Polish fruit and vegetables amid sanctions war 
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286 Pakistan tries to fill mango gap 

287 Alphonso mangoes import ban could damage Leicester businesses 

288 'Keep company lean' says electronics CEO Devita Saraf 

289 India wants home grown pc chips 
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15. Appendix 2 – Definitions of variables 

15.1 The first variables 

ID: All of the news videos had to be given a specific ID, an identification number which made 

it possible to separate the news videos from each other. Video number one was the first 

video that was coded.  

 

Video Error: This variable helped to note if a news video was not possible to watch due to 

technical issues. The variable values that could be chosen were “Yes” or “No”.  

 

Connected to India: This variable captured if the news video were connected to India or not. 

If India was not mentioned in the news item, the coder chose the value “No”, and did not 

code that news item further. If the news item was connected to India, the coder chose the 

value “Yes”. 

 

Kind of news item: Here the coder could choose from the variable values “Reportage”, 

“News desk”, “Reportage without comment”, “Interview”, “Studio” and “Other”. Reportage 

was coded when the viewer was invited to see the actual happening of the news event. This 

was often together with a reporter on ground, or with a guiding speaker. “Reportage without 

comment” was coded when only pictures were showing without any comments from either 

a speaker or a reporter. In many reports there are interviews, but the variable value 

“Interview” was coded when a news video focused only on one interview in the video. In 

these news videos, only the object of the interview and the reporter were shown in picture, 

apart from some images that sometimes portrayed what they were discussing. “Studio” was 

coded when the news video took place only inside the studio were the news anchor usually 

are present. Unfortunately could an interview sometimes be inside of a studio, in that case 

“Studio” was picked instead of the value “Interview”. The variable value “Other” was used to 

capture other types of news items that could appear. 

 

Year: This variable made it possible to code which year the actual news video were published 

online, at BBC World. 
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15.2  The reporter or speaker 

The gender of the reporter:  The coder could choose from the variable values “Woman”, 

“Man”, “Other” and “No reporter”. This variable made is possible to measure how many 

female and male reporters BBC World had in the news videos.  

 

The accent of the reporter: The coder could choose from the variable values “India”, “UK”, 

“Asia”, “Europe”, “US”, “Africa”, “France”, “China”, “Middle East”, “Other” and “No reporter”. 

The variable values were based on earlier pilot studies and the most common countries that 

had been present there. According to Edward Said, a part of the Oriental discourse is that the 

people from these parts were not able to have their own voice; the depicturing of them was 

made by Westerners from a Western point of view.237 This variable made it possible to study 

if there was mostly, for instance, UK reporters that reported about India. The actual 

nationality of the reporter was never meant to be coded, only the accent that the reporter 

seemed to have. A consumer of BBC World would probably not know the reporters’ actual 

nationality, so this variable made is possible to code an eventual perception of the 

nationality.   

 

The gender of the speaker: Sometimes there is no reporter insight in a news video, instead 

there is a voice leading the narrative; a speaker. The coder could choose from the variable 

values “Woman”, “Man”, “Other” and “No speaker”. This variable made is possible to 

measure how many female and male speakers BBC World had in the news videos that were 

coded. 

 

The accent of the speaker: The coder could choose from the variable values “India”, “UK”, 

“Asia”, “Europe”, “US”, “Africa”, “France”, “China”, “Middle East”, “Other” and “No speaker”. 

The actual nationality of the reporter was not meant to be coded, instead the coder coded 

                                                           
237 Said 1978:21 
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what nationality the speaker seemed to have based on the accent. When it was not possible 

to code what accent the speaker might have had, the value “Other” was used.  

 

15.3 The main subject 

The main subject: To study how India is depictured by BBC World, it is important to see what 

subject the news videos are connected to. Here the main subject was coded, with the values 

of “Politics”, “Emergency”, “Travel/Tourism”, “Human story”, “Entertainment”, “War”, 

“Crime”, “Science”, “History”, “Culture”, “Economy”, “Protests, “Environment”, “Working 

conditions”, “Religion”, “Refugees/Immigrants” and “Sports”. The main subject was chosen 

according to what the news video was mostly about. Sometimes a topic could be both about 

politics and crime, but if the news video mostly focused on the crime then the coder chose 

“Crime”. To be able to decide the topic, the headlines for the news video could also help to 

see how BBC World framed the news video.   

 

Detailed crime: A lot of news items dealt with crimes of mass-sterilization and rape, under 

the time period that was coded in this study. To be able to get an overview of how many 

news videos focused on these types of crimes, the variable Detailed crime was used. Here 

the coder could choose from the values “Rape”, “Sterilization”, “Other” and “No crime”. This 

variable could have been extended further and missed values such as “Politics” and 

“Economy”. 

 

15.4 Need of help? 

Compare to West: In Orientalism, Said mention that the Orient has been portrayed as being 

fixed to Europe and in need of help from the West.238 To study if this was present in the news 

videos on BBC World, the variable Compare to West was used. Here the coder could choose 

from values “Yes” and “No”. A news video was coded as being compared to the West if a 

person in the video; a reporter, speaker or actor, would compare anything in the video with 

                                                           
238 Said 1978:62, 128, 137, 172, 300 
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the West or a Western country. This also made it possible to understand more if BBC World 

had a Western point of view. 

 

Help from the West: As mentioned earlier, Said argues that a part of the Oriental discourse 

was that the Oriental countries was depictured as being in need of help from the West.239 To 

code this, the coder could choose from the values “Yes” and “No”. A video was coded with 

the variable value “Yes” if anyone in the video suggested that India needed of assistant from 

any of the Western countries.  

 

Help from the East: To also be able to capture if Eastern countries ever were suggested to be 

needed for help, this variable was used. The coder could choose from the values “Yes” and 

“No”. 

 

Main status of India: This variable helps to study if India is being depictured as a developing 

country, a middle class country or a wealthy one. The values that the coder can chose from is 

”Developing country”, ”Middle class”, ”Rich”, ”Class division”, ”None” and ”Not about India”.  

The definitions of the different values were based on what the news video showed and its 

main subject. For instance, if a news video depictured a successful business in India, the 

news video was coded as depicturing India as ”Rich” or “Middle class” However, if the news 

item depictured a successful businesses but at the same time contrasted it to the poor areas 

in India, the item was coded as ”Class divisions”. If an actor, speaker or reporter focused on 

middle class families that described themselves as middle class, it was coded as middle class. 

The value ”None” was used when the video did not focus on economy or social status at all. 

The news video was coded as depicturing India as a developing country when the news item 

depictured India and people there with a low standard of living, struggling infrastructure, 

underdeveloped industry, low education, and in need of help. This definition was based on 

UN:s definition on developing countries. 

                                                           
239 Said 1978:62, 128, 137, 172, 300 
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Is India depictured as developing: This variable made it possible to code if India was 

depictured as a country which was going through a transition. For instance it captured if 

India was being portrayed as transforming from a developing country to a country with a 

growing middle class. The values of this variable were “Yes”, “No” and “Neither”. “Yes” was 

chosen when India was depictured as transforming. “Neither” was chosen when the news 

video did not portray a transition at all.  

 

15.5 Different settings 

Countries mentioned: This part of the coding scheme made it possible to capture the area 

and the countries that were in focus in the news report. The countries and areas that the 

coder could choose from were the ones which was the most common in the earlier pilot 

studies. The values were ”India”, ”UK”, ”Asia”, ”Europe”, ”US, ”Africa”, ”France”, ”China”, 

”Middle East”, ”Australia” and ”Global”. This variable made it possible to show if the reports 

have a tendency towards a Western or British perspective. Here the country or area that has 

the most focus in the news item were coded.  

 

Countries open: To be able to capture all the countries that were mentioned, this variable 

was used. Here the coder could write exactly which countries that were mentioned in the 

news video. 

 

Setting country: To see which country the news video were recorded in this variable had the 

values ”India”, ”UK”, ”US”, ”China”, ”Egypt”, ”France” and ”Other”. Here the coder coded the 

country that the news video was mainly recorded in. 

 

Setting Area: This part of the coding scheme captured which area that the news video was 

mainly recorded in. The values that the coder could choose from was ”Asia”, ”Europe”, 

”Africa”, ”America”, ”Middle East” and ”Other”. 
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Setting environment: To be able to study which setting that was shown in most the news 

videos, this variable made it possible to code for the values ”City”, ”Suburb”, ”Rural”, 

”Forest”, ”Other” and ”Studio”. Most of the news videos took place in different settings, but 

in this variable the coder could only code the setting that was in focus the most. Most of the 

times, the setting that was in main focus in a news video, was the setting that was presented 

in the beginning of the video. 

 

15.6 Traditional India? 

Focus on traditional nationality: This variable made it possible to capture if a news video 

connected India to traditional activities such as traditional dances and symbols. Here the 

coder could choose from the variable values “Yes” and “No”. This helped to study if India was 

depictured as the exotic Other. 

 

What kind of traditional nationality: If a news video connected India to a traditional activity, 

this variable helped to get a more detailed understanding of what kind of traditional 

activities that was present. The coder could choose from the variable values; ”Traditional 

clothing”, ”Decorations”, ”Makeup”, ”Symbols”, ”Dance”, ”Yoga” and ”Other”.  

 

15.7 Different actors 

 

First actor social status: This part of the coding scheme codes an actor with the values 

”Elite”, ”Ordinary people”, ”Other” and ”No actor”.  The definition for an elite in this study is 

a politician, a leader, an expert, a person from an organization, police, part of the military or 

a famous person such as an actor or a singer. An ordinary person is someone who is being 

interviewed on the street, someone with an occupation, a person without a title or a person 

without a name in the BBC World news video. 

 

First actor title: Here a more detailed coding of the actor’s social status was made. The 

variable values were “Elite”, “Leader”, “Expert”, “Person from an organization”, “Famous 
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person/actor/singer”, “Ordinary person from the street”, “Person with a certain occupation”, 

“Person without a title”, “Person without a name”, “Politician”, “Other”, “No actor”, 

“Military” and “Police”. The definition of leader is a person who is the leader of a business 

for instance. The definition for an expert is when someone is called an expert by BBC World, 

a self-appointed expert or when an actor such as a university professor or an economist is 

used only to explain phenomena in a news video. An “Ordinary person from the street” is 

someone who has been stopped on the street to give his or her thoughts on something. That 

person does sometimes not have a title or a name.  

 

This variable could have been altered. The values “Person without a title” and “Person 

without a name” could have had its own section, because sometimes an actor is both an 

“Ordinary person on the street” and a “Person without a title”. When that happened in this 

study, that actor was always coded as an “Ordinary person on the street”. A variable for 

“Actor with name” was also used in a separate part of the coding scheme. 

 

First actor with name: Here the coder could choose from the values “Yes” and “No”.  

 

First actor area: To capture what area or country the actor was when the interview 

happened, this variable had the values: “India”, “UK”, “China”, “Europe”, “Asia”, “Middle 

East”, “US”, “Other” and “No actor”.  

 

First actor talking English: To be able to study which language an actor is using, this variable 

had the values “Speaking English”, “Not speaking English” and “No actor”.  

 

First actor subtitled or dubbed: According to Said, Indians have been portrayed as having 

strange languages, which is a part of the Othering in the Oriental discourse.240 This variable 

                                                           
240 Said 1978:166 
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made it possible to see if the actor that spoke were subtitled or dubbed. It had the values of 

“Subtitled”, “Dubbed”, “Speaking English”, “Other” and “No actor”. 

 

First actor with dubbed accent: This variable made it possible to see if the actor which was 

dubbed still got a dubbed voice which had an accent. It had the values “Yes”, “No” and “Not 

dubbed”. 

 

First actor gender: This variable made it possible to code the actor’s gender. This made it 

possible to see if there was a correlation between the actor’s gender and other variables. 

The values here were “Woman”, “Man”, “Other” and “No actor”. 

 

First actor accent: With this variable the perceived accent of the actor was coded. The values 

that the coder could choose from were ”Indian”, ”British”, ”Asian”, ”European”, ”American”, 

”African”, ”French”, ”Chinese”, ”Middle Eastern”, ”Other” and ”No actor” This was based on 

the actors accent, which country the actor was in and the countries that were in focus in the 

news video. When an actor’s accent was not possible to code, the actor was coded as 

“Other”. 

 

This variable could have been altered. It was for instance not possible to code two 

nationalities when someone was both Indian and had an American citizenship. In those cases 

the actor was coded as being the nationality of the country that he or she lived in the 

moment that the news video was recorded.  

 

First actor wearing traditional clothing:  This variable made it possible to see if the actor was 

wearing traditional Indian clothing or not. Traditional Indian clothing was defined as turbans, 

saris, ghagra cholis, salwar kameezs or bindis. Bindis is not a clothing piece but can be seen 

as part of the outfit. The values that could be coded was “Traditional clothing” and “Other”.  
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16. Appendix 3 – Tables 

16.1 Video error 

 

Statistics 

VideoError   

N Valid 289 

Missing 0 

 

 

VideoError 

 

Frequenc

y Percent 

Valid 

Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Yes 1 .3 .3 .3 

No 288 99.7 99.7 100.0 

Total 289 100.0 100.0  

 

16.2 Connection to India 

 

 

Statistics 

ConnectedToIndia   

N Valid 289 

Missing 0 

 

 

ConnectedToIndia 

 

Frequenc

y Percent 

Valid 

Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Yes 222 76.8 76.8 76.8 

No 67 23.2 23.2 100.0 

Total 289 100.0 100.0  

 

 

 

 

 



Leone Söderlind Serrander 
Master thesis 
Masters programme in Media and Communication Studies, ST 15  
IMS, Stockholm University  
  
 

88 
 

16.3 Kind of news item 

 

 

Statistics 

KindNewsItem   

N Valid 222 

Missing 67 

 

 

KindNewsItem 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Reportage 164 56.7 73.9 73.9 

News desk 1 .3 .5 74.3 

Reportage without 

comment 
2 .7 .9 75.2 

Interview 29 10.0 13.1 88.3 

Studio 16 5.5 7.2 95.5 

Other 10 3.5 4.5 100.0 

Total 222 76.8 100.0  

Missing System 67 23.2   

Total 289 100.0   

 

 

 

16.4 The gender of the reporter 

 

Statistics 

ReporterGender   

N Valid 222 

Missing 67 

 

 

ReporterGender 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Woman 89 30.8 40.1 40.1 

Man 76 26.3 34.2 74.3 
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Other 4 1.4 1.8 76.1 

No reporter 53 18.3 23.9 100.0 

Total 222 76.8 100.0  

Missing System 67 23.2   

Total 289 100.0   

 

 

16.5 Accent of the reporter 

 

Statistics 

ReporterNationality   

N Valid 222 

Missing 67 

 

 

ReporterNationality 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid India 123 42.6 55.4 55.4 

UK 29 10.0 13.1 68.5 

Asia 5 1.7 2.3 70.7 

US 1 .3 .5 71.2 

Other 9 3.1 4.1 75.2 

No reporter 55 19.0 24.8 100.0 

Total 222 76.8 100.0  

Missing System 67 23.2   

Total 289 100.0   

 

16.6 The gender of the speaker 

 

Statistics 

SpeakerGender   

N Valid 222 

Missing 67 
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SpeakerGender 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Woman 9 3.1 4.1 4.1 

Male 11 3.8 5.0 9.0 

Other 1 .3 .5 9.5 

No speaker 201 69.6 90.5 100.0 

Total 222 76.8 100.0  

Missing System 
67 23.2   

Total 289 100.0   

 

16.7 Accent of the speaker 

 

Statistics 

SpeakerNationality   

N Valid 222 

Missing 67 

 

SpeakerNationality 

 

Frequenc

y Percent 

Valid 

Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid India 2 .7 .9 .9 

UK 10 3.5 4.5 5.4 

Other 10 3.5 4.5 9.9 

No 

speaker 
200 69.2 90.1 100.0 

Total 222 76.8 100.0  

Missin

g 

System 
67 23.2   

Total 289 100.0   

 

 

16.8 The main subject 

 

Statistics 

Mainsubject   
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N Valid 222 

Missing 67 

 

Mainsubject 

 

Frequen

cy 

Percen

t 

Valid 

Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Politics 12 4.2 5.4 5.4 

Emergency 6 2.1 2.7 8.1 

Human story 10 3.5 4.5 12.6 

Entertainment 1 .3 .5 13.1 

War 1 .3 .5 13.5 

Crime 56 19.4 25.2 38.7 

Science 6 2.1 2.7 41.4 

History 2 .7 .9 42.3 

Culture 5 1.7 2.3 44.6 

Economy 102 35.3 45.9 90.5 

Protests 9 3.1 4.1 94.6 

Environment 1 .3 .5 95.0 

Working 

conditions 
1 .3 .5 95.5 

Refugees/Imm

igrants 
6 2.1 2.7 98.2 

Sport 4 1.4 1.8 100.0 

Total 222 76.8 100.0  

Missin

g 

System 
67 23.2   

Total 289 100.0   

 

 

16.9 Detailed coding for crime 

 

Statistics 

DetailedCrime   

N Valid 222 

Missing 67 
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DetailedCrime 

 

Frequen

cy 

Percen

t 

Valid 

Percent Cumulative Percent 

Valid Rape 59 20.4 26.6 26.6 

Sterilizati

on 
5 1.7 2.3 28.8 

Other 14 4.8 6.3 35.1 

No crime 144 49.8 64.9 100.0 

Total 222 76.8 100.0  

Missin

g 

System 
67 23.2   

Total 289 100.0   

 

16.10 Comparison to West 

 

Statistics 

CompareToWest   

N Valid 222 

Missing 67 

 

CompareToWest 

 

Frequenc

y Percent 

Valid 

Percent Cumulative Percent 

Valid Yes 28 9.7 12.6 12.6 

No 194 67.1 87.4 100.0 

Total 222 76.8 100.0  

Missin

g 

Syste

m 
67 23.2   

Total 289 100.0   

 

16.11 Need of help from West 

 

Statistics 

HelpFromWest   

N Valid 222 

Missing 67 
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HelpFromWest 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Yes 7 2.4 3.2 3.2 

No 215 74.4 96.8 100.0 

Total 222 76.8 100.0  

Missing System 67 23.2   

Total 289 100.0   

 

 

16.12 Need of help from East 

 

Statistics 

HelpFromEast   

N Valid 222 

Missing 67 

 

HelpFromEast 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Yes 2 .7 .9 .9 

No 220 76.1 99.1 100.0 

Total 222 76.8 100.0  

Missing System 67 23.2   

Total 289 100.0   

 

16.13 India’s main status 

 

Statistics 

Mainstatus   

N Valid 222 

Missing 67 

 

Mainstatus 
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 Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Developing 

country 
101 34.9 45.5 45.5 

Middle class 17 5.9 7.7 53.2 

Rich 1 .3 .5 53.6 

Class divisions 21 7.3 9.5 63.1 

None 66 22.8 29.7 92.8 

Not about India 16 5.5 7.2 100.0 

Total 222 76.8 100.0  

Missing System 67 23.2   

Total 289 100.0   

 

16.14 India as a developing country? 

 

Statistics 

Developing   

N Valid 222 

Missing 67 

 

Developing 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Yes 68 23.5 30.6 30.6 

No 31 10.7 14.0 44.6 

Neither 123 42.6 55.4 100.0 

Total 222 76.8 100.0  

Missing System 67 23.2   

Total 289 100.0   

 

16.15 Main countries that were mentioned 

 

Statistics 

CountriesMentioned   

N Valid 222 

Missing 67 
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CountriesMentioned 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid India 205 70.9 92.3 92.3 

UK 2 .7 .9 93.2 

Asia 5 1.7 2.3 95.5 

Europe 3 1.0 1.4 96.8 

Africa 3 1.0 1.4 98.2 

China 2 .7 .9 99.1 

Middle East 1 .3 .5 99.5 

Global 1 .3 .5 100.0 

Total 222 76.8 100.0  

Missing System 67 23.2   

Total 289 100.0   

 

 

16.16 Other countries mentioned 

 

 

 

 

16.17 Setting of the news video 

 

Statistics 

SettingCountry   

N Valid 222 

Missing 67 
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SettingCountry 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid India 178 61.6 80.2 80.2 

UK 5 1.7 2.3 82.4 

US 7 2.4 3.2 85.6 

Other 32 11.1 14.4 100.0 

Total 222 76.8 100.0  

Missing System 
67 23.2   

Total 289 100.0   

 

16.18 Setting area of the news video 

 

Statistics 

SettingArea   

N Valid 222 

Missing 67 

 

SettingArea 

 

Frequenc

y Percent 

Valid 

Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Asia 192 66.4 86.5 86.5 

Europe 6 2.1 2.7 89.2 

Africa 2 .7 .9 90.1 

America 7 2.4 3.2 93.2 

Middle 

East 
6 2.1 2.7 95.9 

Other 9 3.1 4.1 100.0 

Total 222 76.8 100.0  

Missin

g 

System 
67 23.2   

Total 289 100.0   

 

16.19 Setting environment of the news video 
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Statistics 

SettingEnvironment   

N Valid 222 

Missing 67 

 

SettingEnvironment 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid City 89 30.8 40.1 40.1 

Suburb 24 8.3 10.8 50.9 

Rural 24 8.3 10.8 61.7 

Other 55 19.0 24.8 86.5 

Studio 30 10.4 13.5 100.0 

Total 222 76.8 100.0  

Missing System 
67 23.2   

Total 289 100.0   

 

 

16.20 Focus on traditional nationality  

 

Statistics 

FocusTraditionalNationali

ty   

N Valid 222 

Missing 67 

 

FocusTraditionalNationality 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Yes 11 3.8 5.0 5.0 

No 211 73.0 95.0 100.0 

Total 222 76.8 100.0  

Missing System 
67 23.2   

Total 289 100.0   
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16.21 What kind of traditional nationality? 

 

Statistics 

KindOfTraditionalNational

ity   

N Valid 222 

Missing 67 

 

KindOfTraditionalNationality 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Traditional clothing 
1 .3 .5 .5 

Symbols 2 .7 .9 1.4 

Dance 3 1.0 1.4 2.7 

Other 5 1.7 2.3 5.0 

No 211 73.0 95.0 100.0 

Total 222 76.8 100.0  

Missing System 67 23.2   

Total 289 100.0   

 

16.22 Which year was the news video recorded? 

 

Statistics 

Year   

N Valid 222 

Missing 67 

 

Year 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid 2015 30 10.4 13.5 13.5 

2014 66 22.8 29.7 43.2 

2013 118 40.8 53.2 96.4 

2012 7 2.4 3.2 99.5 

2010 1 .3 .5 100.0 

Total 222 76.8 100.0  

Missing System 67 23.2   
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Total 289 100.0   

 

16.23 The actors’ social status 

 

Statistics 

 

FirstActor

Socialstat

us 

Second

ActorSo

cialstatu

s 

ThirdActor

Socialstatu

s 

FourthAc

torSocial

status 

FifthActorS

ocialstatus 

SixthActor

Socialstatu

s 

SeventhActor

Socialstatus 

N Valid 222 222 222 222 222 222 222 

Missing 67 67 67 67 67 67 67 

 

 

FirstActorSocialstatus 

 

Frequenc

y Percent 

Valid 

Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Elite 80 27.7 36.0 36.0 

Ordinary 

people 
100 34.6 45.0 81.1 

Other 1 .3 .5 81.5 

No actor 41 14.2 18.5 100.0 

Total 222 76.8 100.0  

Missing System 67 23.2   

Total 289 100.0   

 

 

SecondActorSocialstatus 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Elite 61 21.1 27.5 27.5 

Ordinary people 54 18.7 24.3 51.8 

Other 1 .3 .5 52.3 

No actor 106 36.7 47.7 100.0 

Total 222 76.8 100.0  

Missing System 67 23.2   

Total 289 100.0   
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ThirdActorSocialstatus 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Elite 40 13.8 18.0 18.0 

Ordinary people 32 11.1 14.4 32.4 

No actor 150 51.9 67.6 100.0 

Total 222 76.8 100.0  

Missing System 67 23.2   

Total 289 100.0   

 

 

FourthActorSocialstatus 

 

Frequenc

y Percent 

Valid 

Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Elite 9 3.1 4.1 4.1 

Ordinary 

people 
15 5.2 6.8 10.8 

No actor 198 68.5 89.2 100.0 

Total 222 76.8 100.0  

Missing System 67 23.2   

Total 289 100.0   

 

 

FifthActorSocialstatus 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Elite 4 1.4 1.8 1.8 

Ordinary people 5 1.7 2.3 4.1 

No actor 213 73.7 95.9 100.0 

Total 222 76.8 100.0  

Missing System 67 23.2   

Total 289 100.0   

 

 

SixthActorSocialstatus 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 
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Valid Ordinary people 
3 1.0 1.4 1.4 

No actor 219 75.8 98.6 100.0 

Total 222 76.8 100.0  

Missing System 67 23.2   

Total 289 100.0   

 

 

SeventhActorSocialstatus 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Elite 1 .3 .5 .5 

Ordinary people 1 .3 .5 .9 

No actor 220 76.1 99.1 100.0 

Total 222 76.8 100.0  

Missing System 67 23.2   

Total 289 100.0   

 

16.24 What title did the actor have? 

 

Statistics 

 

FirstActor

Title 

SecondActor

Title 

ThirdActor

Title 

FourthActor

Title 

FifthActor

Title 

SixthActor

Title 

SeventhActor

Title 

N Valid 222 222 222 222 222 222 222 

Missing 67 67 67 67 67 67 67 

 

 

FirstActorTitle 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Elite 2 .7 .9 .9 

Leader 43 14.9 19.4 20.3 

Expert 4 1.4 1.8 22.1 

Person from 

organization 
7 2.4 3.2 25.2 
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Famous

person/actor/sing

er 

6 2.1 2.7 27.9 

Ordinary person 

from street 
32 11.1 14.4 42.3 

Person with 

certain 

occupation 

48 16.6 21.6 64.0 

Person without a 

title 
1 .3 .5 64.4 

Politician 16 5.5 7.2 71.6 

Other 20 6.9 9.0 80.6 

No actor 41 14.2 18.5 99.1 

Police 2 .7 .9 100.0 

Total 222 76.8 100.0  

Missing System 67 23.2   

Total 289 100.0   

 

SecondActorTitle 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Elite 1 .3 .5 .5 

Leader 35 12.1 15.8 16.2 

Expert 7 2.4 3.2 19.4 

Person from 

organization 
6 2.1 2.7 22.1 

Ordinary person 

from street 
23 8.0 10.4 32.4 

Person with certain 

occupation 
23 8.0 10.4 42.8 

Politician 10 3.5 4.5 47.3 

Other 9 3.1 4.1 51.4 

No actor 106 36.7 47.7 99.1 

Police 2 .7 .9 100.0 

Total 222 76.8 100.0  

Missing System 67 23.2   

Total 289 100.0   
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ThirdActorTitle 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Leader 21 7.3 9.5 9.5 

Expert 6 2.1 2.7 12.2 

Person from 

organization 
6 2.1 2.7 14.9 

Ordinary person 

from street 
19 6.6 8.6 23.4 

Person with certain 

occupation 
12 4.2 5.4 28.8 

Politician 6 2.1 2.7 31.5 

Other 1 .3 .5 32.0 

No actor 150 51.9 67.6 99.5 

Police 1 .3 .5 100.0 

Total 222 76.8 100.0  

Missing System 67 23.2   

Total 289 100.0   

 

FourthActorTitle 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Elite 1 .3 .5 .5 

Leader 4 1.4 1.8 2.3 

Person from 

organization 
1 .3 .5 2.7 

Famous

person/actor/singer 
1 .3 .5 3.2 

Ordinary person 

from street 
10 3.5 4.5 7.7 

Person with certain 

occupation 
3 1.0 1.4 9.0 

Politician 3 1.0 1.4 10.4 

Other 1 .3 .5 10.8 

No actor 198 68.5 89.2 100.0 

Total 222 76.8 100.0  
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Missing System 67 23.2   

Total 289 100.0   

 

 

FifthActorTitle 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Leader 2 .7 .9 .9 

Person from 

organization 
1 .3 .5 1.4 

Ordinary person 

from street 
4 1.4 1.8 3.2 

Person with certain 

occupation 
1 .3 .5 3.6 

Politician 1 .3 .5 4.1 

No actor 213 73.7 95.9 100.0 

Total 222 76.8 100.0  

Missing System 67 23.2   

Total 289 100.0   

 

 

SixthActorTitle 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Ordinary person 

from street 
3 1.0 1.4 1.4 

No actor 219 75.8 98.6 100.0 

Total 222 76.8 100.0  

Missing System 67 23.2   

Total 289 100.0   

 

SeventhActorTitle 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Leader 1 .3 .5 .5 

Ordinary person 

from street 
1 .3 .5 .9 

No actor 220 76.1 99.1 100.0 
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Total 222 76.8 100.0  

Missing System 67 23.2   

Total 289 100.0   

 

16.25 How many actors were presented with their name? 

Statistics 

 

FirstActor

WithName 

SecondActor

WithName 

ThirdActor

WithName 

Fourth

ActorWi

thName 

FifthActor

WithName 

SixthActor

WithName 

SeventhActor

WithName 

N Valid 222 222 222 222 222 222 222 

Missing 67 67 67 67 67 67 67 

 

 

FirstActorWithName 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Yes 144 49.8 64.9 64.9 

No 37 12.8 16.7 81.5 

No actor 41 14.2 18.5 100.0 

Total 222 76.8 100.0  

Missing System 67 23.2   

Total 289 100.0   

 

SecondActorWithName 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Yes 92 31.8 41.4 41.4 

No 24 8.3 10.8 52.3 

No actor 106 36.7 47.7 100.0 

Total 222 76.8 100.0  

Missing System 
67 23.2   

Total 289 100.0   

 

ThirdActorWithName 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 
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Valid Yes 60 20.8 27.0 27.0 

No 12 4.2 5.4 32.4 

No actor 150 51.9 67.6 100.0 

Total 222 76.8 100.0  

Missing System 67 23.2   

Total 289 100.0   

 

 

FourthActorWithName 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Yes 16 5.5 7.2 7.2 

No 8 2.8 3.6 10.8 

No actor 198 68.5 89.2 100.0 

Total 222 76.8 100.0  

Missing System 67 23.2   

Total 289 100.0   

 

 

FifthActorWithName 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Yes 5 1.7 2.3 2.3 

No 4 1.4 1.8 4.1 

No actor 213 73.7 95.9 100.0 

Total 222 76.8 100.0  

Missing System 67 23.2   

Total 289 100.0   

 

 

SixthActorWithName 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid No 3 1.0 1.4 1.4 

No actor 219 75.8 98.6 100.0 

Total 222 76.8 100.0  
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Missing System 67 23.2   

Total 289 100.0   

 

 

SeventhActorWithName 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Yes 1 .3 .5 .5 

No 1 .3 .5 .9 

No actor 220 76.1 99.1 100.0 

Total 222 76.8 100.0  

Missing System 
67 23.2   

Total 289 100.0   

 

16.26 In which area was the actor interviewed?  

Statistics 

 

FirstActorAre

a 

SecondActor

Area 

ThirdActor

Area 

FourthActor

Area 

FifthActor

Area 

SixthActor

Area 

SeventhActor

Area 

N Valid 222 222 222 222 222 222 222 

Missing 67 67 67 67 67 67 67 

 

FirstActorArea 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid India 152 52.6 68.5 68.5 

UK 6 2.1 2.7 71.2 

Asia 7 2.4 3.2 74.3 

Middle East 3 1.0 1.4 75.7 

US 8 2.8 3.6 79.3 

Other 5 1.7 2.3 81.5 

No actor 41 14.2 18.5 100.0 

Total 222 76.8 100.0  

Missing System 67 23.2   

Total 289 100.0   
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SecondActorArea 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid India 104 36.0 46.8 46.8 

UK 3 1.0 1.4 48.2 

Europe 1 .3 .5 48.6 

Asia 2 .7 .9 49.5 

US 3 1.0 1.4 50.9 

Other 3 1.0 1.4 52.3 

No actor 106 36.7 47.7 100.0 

Total 222 76.8 100.0  

Missing System 67 23.2   

Total 289 100.0   

 

 

ThirdActorArea 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid India 65 22.5 29.3 29.3 

UK 3 1.0 1.4 30.6 

Asia 3 1.0 1.4 32.0 

US 1 .3 .5 32.4 

No actor 150 51.9 67.6 100.0 

Total 222 76.8 100.0  

Missing System 67 23.2   

Total 289 100.0   

 

FourthActorArea 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid India 22 7.6 9.9 9.9 

UK 1 .3 .5 10.4 

Asia 1 .3 .5 10.8 

No actor 198 68.5 89.2 100.0 

Total 222 76.8 100.0  
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Missing System 
67 23.2   

Total 289 100.0   

 

 

FifthActorArea 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid India 8 2.8 3.6 3.6 

UK 1 .3 .5 4.1 

No actor 213 73.7 95.9 100.0 

Total 222 76.8 100.0  

Missing System 67 23.2   

Total 289 100.0   

 

 

SixthActorArea 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid India 2 .7 .9 .9 

UK 1 .3 .5 1.4 

No actor 219 75.8 98.6 100.0 

Total 222 76.8 100.0  

Missing System 67 23.2   

Total 289 100.0   

 

 

SeventhActorArea 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid India 2 .7 .9 .9 

No actor 220 76.1 99.1 100.0 

Total 222 76.8 100.0  

Missing System 
67 23.2   

Total 289 100.0   
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16.27 How many actors spoke English? 

 

Statistics 

 

FirstActorT

alkingEngli

sh 

SecondActor

TalkingEnglis

h 

ThirdActor

TalkingEn

glish 

FourthActor

TalkingEngl

ish 

FifthActor

TalkingEn

glish 

SixthActor

TalkingEn

glish 

SeventhActor

TalkingEnglis

h 

N Valid 222 222 222 222 222 222 222 

Missing 67 67 67 67 67 67 67 

 

 

FirstActorTalkingEnglish 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Speaking English 130 45.0 58.6 58.6 

Not speaking 

English 
51 17.6 23.0 81.5 

No actor 41 14.2 18.5 100.0 

Total 222 76.8 100.0  

Missing System 67 23.2   

Total 289 100.0   

 

 

SecondActorTalkingEnglish 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Speaking English 91 31.5 41.0 41.0 

Not speaking 

English 
25 8.7 11.3 52.3 

No actor 106 36.7 47.7 100.0 

Total 222 76.8 100.0  

Missing System 67 23.2   

Total 289 100.0   
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ThirdActorTalkingEnglish 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Speaking English 61 21.1 27.5 27.5 

Not speaking 

English 
11 3.8 5.0 32.4 

No actor 150 51.9 67.6 100.0 

Total 222 76.8 100.0  

Missing System 67 23.2   

Total 289 100.0   

 

 

FourthActorTalkingEnglish 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Speaking English 19 6.6 8.6 8.6 

Not speaking 

English 
5 1.7 2.3 10.8 

No actor 198 68.5 89.2 100.0 

Total 222 76.8 100.0  

Missing System 67 23.2   

Total 289 100.0   

 

 

FifthActorTalkingEnglish 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Speaking English 9 3.1 4.1 4.1 

No actor 213 73.7 95.9 100.0 

Total 222 76.8 100.0  

Missing System 67 23.2   

Total 289 100.0   

 

 

SixthActorTalkingEnglish 
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 Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Speaking English 
3 1.0 1.4 1.4 

No actor 219 75.8 98.6 100.0 

Total 222 76.8 100.0  

Missing System 67 23.2   

Total 289 100.0   

 

 

SeventhActorTalkingEnglish 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Speaking English 2 .7 .9 .9 

No actor 220 76.1 99.1 100.0 

Total 222 76.8 100.0  

Missing System 67 23.2   

Total 289 100.0   

 

 

16.28 Was the non-English speaking actor subtitled or dubbed? 

 

Statistics 

 

FirstActor

SuborDub 

SecondActor

SuborDub 

ThirdActor

SuborDub 

FourthActor

SuborDub 

FifthActor

SuborDu

b 

SixthActor

SuborDub 

SeventhActor

SuborDub 

N Valid 222 222 222 222 222 222 222 

Missing 67 67 67 67 67 67 67 

 

 

FirstActorSuborDub 

 

Frequenc

y Percent 

Valid 

Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Subtitled 1 .3 .5 .5 

Dubbed 50 17.3 22.5 23.0 

Speaking 

English 
130 45.0 58.6 81.5 
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No actor 41 14.2 18.5 100.0 

Total 222 76.8 100.0  

Missing System 67 23.2   

Total 289 100.0   

 

 

SecondActorSuborDub 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Dubbed 25 8.7 11.3 11.3 

Speaking English 91 31.5 41.0 52.3 

No actor 106 36.7 47.7 100.0 

Total 222 76.8 100.0  

Missing System 67 23.2   

Total 289 100.0   

 

 

ThirdActorSuborDub 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Dubbed 11 3.8 5.0 5.0 

Speaking English 61 21.1 27.5 32.4 

No actor 150 51.9 67.6 100.0 

Total 222 76.8 100.0  

Missing System 67 23.2   

Total 289 100.0   

 

 

FourthActorSuborDub 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Dubbed 5 1.7 2.3 2.3 

Speaking English 19 6.6 8.6 10.8 

No actor 198 68.5 89.2 100.0 

Total 222 76.8 100.0  

Missing System 67 23.2   

Total 289 100.0   
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FifthActorSuborDub 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Speaking English 
9 3.1 4.1 4.1 

No actor 213 73.7 95.9 100.0 

Total 222 76.8 100.0  

Missing System 67 23.2   

Total 289 100.0   

 

SixthActorSuborDub 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Speaking English 
3 1.0 1.4 1.4 

No actor 219 75.8 98.6 100.0 

Total 222 76.8 100.0  

Missing System 67 23.2   

Total 289 100.0   

 

SeventhActorSuborDub 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Speaking English 
2 .7 .9 .9 

No actor 220 76.1 99.1 100.0 

Total 222 76.8 100.0  

Missing System 67 23.2   

Total 289 100.0   

 

 

16.29 How many of the dubbed actors got an Indian accent?  

 

Statistics 
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FirstActor

DubbedIn

dianAcce

nt 

SecondActor

DubbedIndia

nAccent 

ThirdActor

dDubbedIn

dianAccent 

FourthActor

dDubbedIn

dianAccent 

FifthActor

DubbedIn

dianAcce

nt 

SixthActor

DubbedInd

ianAccent 

SeventhActor

DubbedIndia

nAccent 

N Valid 222 222 222 222 222 222 222 

Missing 67 67 67 67 67 67 67 

 

 

FirstActorDubbedIndianAccent 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Yes 39 13.5 17.6 17.6 

No 12 4.2 5.4 23.0 

Not dubbed 130 45.0 58.6 81.5 

No actor 41 14.2 18.5 100.0 

Total 222 76.8 100.0  

Missing System 67 23.2   

Total 289 100.0   

 

 

SecondActorDubbedIndianAccent 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Yes 19 6.6 8.6 8.6 

No 6 2.1 2.7 11.3 

Not dubbed 91 31.5 41.0 52.3 

No actor 106 36.7 47.7 100.0 

Total 222 76.8 100.0  

Missing System 67 23.2   

Total 289 100.0   

 

 

ThirdActordDubbedIndianAccent 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Yes 11 3.8 5.0 5.0 
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Not dubbed 61 21.1 27.5 32.4 

No actor 150 51.9 67.6 100.0 

Total 222 76.8 100.0  

Missing System 67 23.2   

Total 289 100.0   

 

 

FourthActordDubbedIndianAccent 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Yes 5 1.7 2.3 2.3 

Not dubbed 19 6.6 8.6 10.8 

No actor 198 68.5 89.2 100.0 

Total 222 76.8 100.0  

Missing System 67 23.2   

Total 289 100.0   

 

 

FifthActorDubbedIndianAccent 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Not dubbed 9 3.1 4.1 4.1 

No actor 213 73.7 95.9 100.0 

Total 222 76.8 100.0  

Missing System 67 23.2   

Total 289 100.0   

 

 

 

SixthActorDubbedIndianAccent 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Not dubbed 3 1.0 1.4 1.4 

No actor 219 75.8 98.6 100.0 

Total 222 76.8 100.0  
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Missing System 67 23.2   

Total 289 100.0   

 

 

SeventhActorDubbedIndianAccent 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Not dubbed 2 .7 .9 .9 

No actor 220 76.1 99.1 100.0 

Total 222 76.8 100.0  

Missing System 67 23.2   

Total 289 100.0   

 

 

16.30 What gender did the actors have? 

 

Statistics 

 

FirstActorGe

nder 

SecondActor

Gender 

ThirdActor

Gender 

Fourth

ActorG

ender 

FifthActor

Gender 

SixthActor

Gender 

SeventhActor

Gender 

N Valid 222 222 222 222 222 222 222 

Missing 67 67 67 67 67 67 67 

 

 

FirstActorGender 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Woman 51 17.6 23.0 23.0 

Man 130 45.0 58.6 81.5 

No actor 41 14.2 18.5 100.0 

Total 222 76.8 100.0  

Missing System 67 23.2   

Total 289 100.0   
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SecondActorGender 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Woman 37 12.8 16.7 16.7 

Man 79 27.3 35.6 52.3 

No actor 106 36.7 47.7 100.0 

Total 222 76.8 100.0  

Missing System 67 23.2   

Total 289 100.0   

 

 

ThirdActorGender 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Woman 15 5.2 6.8 6.8 

Man 57 19.7 25.7 32.4 

No actor 150 51.9 67.6 100.0 

Total 222 76.8 100.0  

Missing System 67 23.2   

Total 289 100.0   

 

 

FourthActorGender 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Woman 8 2.8 3.6 3.6 

Man 16 5.5 7.2 10.8 

No actor 198 68.5 89.2 100.0 

Total 222 76.8 100.0  

Missing System 67 23.2   

Total 289 100.0   

 

 

FifthActorGender 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 
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Valid Woman 5 1.7 2.3 2.3 

Man 4 1.4 1.8 4.1 

No actor 213 73.7 95.9 100.0 

Total 222 76.8 100.0  

Missing System 67 23.2   

Total 289 100.0   

 

 

SixthActorGender 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Woman 1 .3 .5 .5 

Man 2 .7 .9 1.4 

No actor 219 75.8 98.6 100.0 

Total 222 76.8 100.0  

Missing System 67 23.2   

Total 289 100.0   

 

 

SeventhActorGender 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Man 2 .7 .9 .9 

No actor 220 76.1 99.1 100.0 

Total 222 76.8 100.0  

Missing System 67 23.2   

Total 289 100.0   

 

 

16.31 What accent did the actor seem to have? 

 

Statistics 

 

FirstActor

Nationalit

y 

Second

ActorNat

ionality 

ThirdActor

Nationalit

y 

FourthActor

Nationality 

FifthActor

Nationalit

y 

SixthActor

Nationalit

y 

SeventhActor

Nationality 

N Valid 222 222 222 222 222 222 222 



Leone Söderlind Serrander 
Master thesis 
Masters programme in Media and Communication Studies, ST 15  
IMS, Stockholm University  
  
 

120 
 

Missing 67 67 67 67 67 67 67 

 

 

FirstActorNationality 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Indian 150 51.9 67.6 67.6 

British 9 3.1 4.1 71.6 

Asian 6 2.1 2.7 74.3 

European 4 1.4 1.8 76.1 

American 9 3.1 4.1 80.2 

Chinese 1 .3 .5 80.6 

Other 2 .7 .9 81.5 

No actor 41 14.2 18.5 100.0 

Total 222 76.8 100.0  

Missing System 67 23.2   

Total 289 100.0   

 

 

SecondActorNationality 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Indian 104 36.0 46.8 46.8 

British 3 1.0 1.4 48.2 

Asian 3 1.0 1.4 49.5 

European 3 1.0 1.4 50.9 

American 1 .3 .5 51.4 

African 2 .7 .9 52.3 

No actor 106 36.7 47.7 100.0 

Total 222 76.8 100.0  

Missing System 67 23.2   

Total 289 100.0   

 

 

ThirdActorNationality 
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 Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Indian 62 21.5 27.9 27.9 

British 4 1.4 1.8 29.7 

Asian 3 1.0 1.4 31.1 

American 2 .7 .9 32.0 

Other 1 .3 .5 32.4 

No actor 150 51.9 67.6 100.0 

Total 222 76.8 100.0  

Missing System 67 23.2   

Total 289 100.0   

 

 

FourthActorNationality 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Indian 20 6.9 9.0 9.0 

British 1 .3 .5 9.5 

Asian 1 .3 .5 9.9 

European 1 .3 .5 10.4 

American 1 .3 .5 10.8 

No actor 198 68.5 89.2 100.0 

Total 222 76.8 100.0  

Missing System 67 23.2   

Total 289 100.0   

 

 

FifthActorNationality 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Indian 5 1.7 2.3 2.3 

British 3 1.0 1.4 3.6 

European 1 .3 .5 4.1 

No actor 213 73.7 95.9 100.0 

Total 222 76.8 100.0  

Missing System 67 23.2   
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Total 289 100.0   

 

SixthActorNationality 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Indian 2 .7 .9 .9 

British 1 .3 .5 1.4 

No actor 219 75.8 98.6 100.0 

Total 222 76.8 100.0  

Missing System 67 23.2   

Total 289 100.0   

 

SeventhActorNationality 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Indian 2 .7 .9 .9 

No actor 220 76.1 99.1 100.0 

Total 222 76.8 100.0  

Missing System 
67 23.2   

Total 289 100.0   

 

16.32 Do the actors wear traditional clothing? 

 

Statistics 

 

FirstActor

Tradition

alNationa

lity 

Second

ActorTra

ditionalN

ationalit

y 

ThirdActor

Traditiona

lNationalit

y 

FourthActor

TraditionalN

ationality 

FifthActor

Traditiona

lNationalit

y 

SixthActor

Traditional

Nationality 

SeventhActor

TraditionalNa

tionality 

N Valid 222 222 222 222 222 222 222 

Missing 67 67 67 67 67 67 67 

 

 

FirstActorTraditionalNationality 
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 Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Traditional clothing 33 11.4 14.9 14.9 

Other 148 51.2 66.7 81.5 

No actor 41 14.2 18.5 100.0 

Total 222 76.8 100.0  

Missing System 67 23.2   

Total 289 100.0   

 

 

SecondActorTraditionalNationality 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Traditional clothing 19 6.6 8.6 8.6 

Other 97 33.6 43.7 52.3 

No actor 106 36.7 47.7 100.0 

Total 222 76.8 100.0  

Missing System 67 23.2   

Total 289 100.0   

 

 

ThirdActorTraditionalNationality 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Traditional 

clothing 
5 1.7 2.3 2.3 

Other 67 23.2 30.2 32.4 

No actor 150 51.9 67.6 100.0 

Total 222 76.8 100.0  

Missing System 67 23.2   

Total 289 100.0   

 

FourthActorTraditionalNationality 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Traditional clothing 2 .7 .9 .9 
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Other 22 7.6 9.9 10.8 

No actor 198 68.5 89.2 100.0 

Total 222 76.8 100.0  

Missing System 67 23.2   

Total 289 100.0   

 

 

FifthActorTraditionalNationality 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Traditional clothing 1 .3 .5 .5 

Other 8 2.8 3.6 4.1 

No actor 213 73.7 95.9 100.0 

Total 222 76.8 100.0  

Missing System 67 23.2   

Total 289 100.0   

 

 

SixthActorTraditionalNationality 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Other 3 1.0 1.4 1.4 

No actor 219 75.8 98.6 100.0 

Total 222 76.8 100.0  

Missing System 67 23.2   

Total 289 100.0   

 

 

SeventhActorTraditionalNationality 

 Frequency Percent Valid Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Other 2 .7 .9 .9 

No actor 220 76.1 99.1 100.0 

Total 222 76.8 100.0  

Missing System 
67 23.2   

Total 289 100.0   
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